
 

 
Archaeological 
    Research 
 Services Ltd 

 
The land adjacent to Wesleyan House,  

Broad Lane, Sykehouse, Doncaster. 
 Results of an Archaeological Watching Brief. 

 
       

         

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                            ARS Ltd Report 2007/ 55 
Planning Application No. 07/01619/FUL 

August  2007 
 

            
 

Compiled By: 
Jessika Shakarian 

Archaeological Research Services Ltd 
Angel House 

Portland Square 
Bakewell 

Derbyshire 
DE45 1HB 

 
Checked By: 

Dr. Richard Chatterton 
 

Tel: 01629 814540 
Fax: 01629 814657 

admin@archaeologicalresearchservices.com 
www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com 

    



The land adjacent to Wesleyan House, Broad Lane, Sykehouse, Doncaster. 
Results of an Archaeological Watching Brief. 

 
 
 
 
 

ARS Ltd Report 2007/55 
 

August 2007 
 
 
 

 
Archaeological Research Services Ltd 

 
 

            
 

 
 

Contents 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© ARS Ltd 2007 

 List of figures………………………………...
 Executive Summary…………………………..  2 
1. Introduction………………………………….. 3 
2. Location and Geology...…......................……..... 3 
3. Background.............................................................. 3 
4. Aims of the Project…………………………... 4 
5. Method statement……………………………. 4 
6. Results of the Watching Brief................................ 6 
7. Conclusions..................…………………............ 7 
8. Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright…….... 7 
9. Statement of Indemnity…………………......... 7 
10. Acknowledgments…………………………… 7 
11. References…………………………………… 8



   
Archaeological Research Services Ltd. 

 1

 
LIST OF FIGURES 

 
1. Location map of Sykehouse, Doncaster............................ 3 
2. Plan of Sykehouse showing development area................. 5 
3. View of the trench looking east........................................... 6 
4. View of the trench looking north west.............................. 6 
5. View of the total area of the trench looking east.............. 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Archaeological Research Services Ltd. 

 2

Executive Summary 
 
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by Archaeological Research Services Ltd on behalf of 
Mark Smith. The project consisted of excavating the foundations of a new build house on the land 
adjacent to Weslyan House, Broad Lane, Sykehouse, Doncaster (SE 6301 1700).  
No archaeological remains or deposits were revealed during the work despite the close proximityof the 
development to historical earthworks identified during excavations at Topham Farm, Sykehouse.  
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1.  Introduction 
1.1 Archaeological Research Services Ltd were commissioned by Mark Smith to 

undertake an archaeological watching brief whilst the foundations for a new 
house are excavated on land next to Wesleyan House, Sykehouse, Doncaster. The 
development site is located SE 6301 1700 and covers an area of approximately 
0.5ha.  

 
 

 
 

Fig. 1 Location map of Sykehouse, Doncaster.  
 

 
2.  Location and Geology 
2.1 Sykehouse is located 14 miles north of Doncaster close to the villages of Fishlake 

and Fosterhouses. 
 
2.2 The site is situated on the drift deposits which overlie a bedrock of Triassic 

Mercia Mudstones. The surface drift geology deposits include glacial till, clays, 
sand and gravel. (www.countryside.gov.uk – Landscape Policy and Character, 39. 
Humberhead Levels).   

 
3.  Background 
3.1 An excavation at Topham Farm, Sykehouse (approximately 1km west of the 

development site) in 2002 undertaken by West Yorkshire Archaeology Service 
revealed part of a Late Iron Age – Romano-British enclosed settlement. At least 
nine circular structures were identified, seven of which were conventional Iron 
Age - Romano-British types with ring gullies and entrances (Roberts, 2003). 

 
3.2 The South Yorkshire Sites and Monuments record suggests that the area could 

represent the remains of a shrunken medieval village (SYAS Brief, Appendix 1).  
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4. Aims of the Project 
4.1 The project was an archaeological watching brief and the aims of the project were 
 as follows: 

 
� To observe all groundwork for the presence of archaeology. 
 
� To alert all interested parties to the possible destruction of archaeological 

features. 
 
� To fully record and excavate any archaeological features encountered. 

 
 
5.  Method Statement 
5.1 All machine excavation on the site was observed by an archaeologist to ensure 

that no archaeological remains were disturbed. Any features or structures were to 
be fully cleaned and recorded in accordance with the standards stipulated by the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) and the guidance provided in 
‘Archaeological Science at PPG16 Interventions’ (English Heritage 2003). 

 
5.2 Any features or structures were to be photographed, recorded and where 

possible, fully-excavated. All the contexts were recorded on pro-forma sheets, 
and a context register. 

 
5.3 Photographs were taken using a 35mm SLR camera with black and white print 

film, and colour transparency, as well as with a digital camera (5 megapixel 
resolution).  

 
5.4 All work was carried out wearing appropriate safety equipment. A system of hand 

signals was agreed before work commenced to allow for easy  communication 
and a safe environment for examining the potential archaeological remains while 
supervising machine excavation. 
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6.  Results of the Watching Brief 

6.1 The watching brief consisted of observing the excavation of a large cellar for the 
new house that was being constructed (Figs. 3, 4 & 5). Below the topsoil (001) a 
uniform deposit of alluvial clay was identified (002). The alluvial clay (002) was 
excavated by a machine to a depth of 2m, which was the total depth of the 
excavation. The total depth of the alluvial clay was not established as it extended 
beyond the limit of the excavation. 

 
6.2 The north west face of the trench contained a disused modern ceramic field drain 

that was located 1.3m below the ground surface. The drain was 0.3m in width 
and had been surrounded by a dark brown sandy clay (002) (Fig. 4).  

 
6.3 No archaeological deposits or features were identified during the excavation.  
 
 

 
 

Fig. 3  View of the trench looking east. (Scale: 2m) 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 4   View of the trench looking north west. (Scale: 2m). 
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Fig. 5 View of the total area of the trench looking east.  
 
 

7. Conclusions 
7.1 Despite the close proximity of the site to the historical earthworks, no 

archaeological features, structures, deposits or finds were exposed during the 
watching brief on the land adjacent to Weslyan House, Broad Lane, Sykehouse, 
Doncaster.  

                        
8.  Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright 
8.1 Any Publicity will be handled by the client. 

 
8.2 Archaeological Research Services will retain the copyright of all documentary and 

photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act, 1988. 
 
9. Statement of Indemnity 
9.1 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works 

undertaken are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional 
standards. No responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for 
any errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by any third party, or 
for loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the 
basis of facts or opinions expressed in any such report(s), howsoever such facts 
and opinions may have been derived. 

 
10. Acknowledgements 
10.1 Archaeological Research Services Ltd would like to thank all those who have 

provided help and information relating to the project especially the client Mark 
Smith.  
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