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Executive Summary 
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken in two phases, one in April and October 2007 and the 
second in April 2008, by Archaeological Research Services Ltd on behalf of Mr M. Grainger on land at 
Old Coppice Side, Marlpool, Derbyshire (National Grid Reference SK43625 45161). The project was 
undertaken during the excavation of foundations for the construction of three dwellings on the site and 
during the installation of a sewerage pipeline. All of the ground works were observed by an archaeologist. 
No significant archaeological features were encountered. 
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1.  Introduction 
1.1 An archaeological watching brief was undertaken as before by Archaeological 

Research Services Ltd on the excavation of foundation trenches for Mr M. 
Grainger in advance of the construction of three dwellings on land at Old 
Coppice Side, Marlpool. A second phase in the development was the installation 
of a sewage pipeline running in direction north-east south-west and lined with the 
façade of the three dwellings. A second archaeological watching brief was 
undertaken for these developments in April 2008.  

 
 

 
 

Fig. 1  Location map of Marlpool. 
 

2.  Location and Geology 
2.1 Marpool is a suburb of the town of Heanor situated in the Amber Valley region  

8 miles north-east of Derby. 
 

2.2 The site at Old Coppice Side lies on Carboniferous middle coal measures 
interspersed with sandstone beds, while the main origins of Marlpool overlay a 
pocket of boulder clay  (BGS 1993). 

 
3.  Background 
3.1 The area of Old Coppice Side is located at the southern extent of the modern 

housing estate in Marpool. Marpool is now a suburb of the old hilltop market town 
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of Heanor mentioned as Hainoure in the Doomsday book of 1086 (Hinde 1985).   
Marlpool derived its name from a large pool that was formed after the extraction 
of marl from the area to be used in agriculture; the pool was filled in around 1792 
(Heanor and District local History Society 2007). The expansion of Heanor into 
the outlaying suburbs started after the industrial revolution which brought canals 
and railways to the area, enabling the transportation of coal from the numerous 
mines in the region to London and beyond. One of these mines, Shipley Colliery’s 
Coppice Pit was serviced by a tramway that is shown on the 1st edition Ordnance 
Survey map (surveyed c. 1844-6) which is shown abutted by the rear boundary of 
the site. On the 2nd edition OS map this tramway is shown widened northwards 
into the property for the construction of a cutting for the Heanor branch line of 
the Great Northern Railway in the 1870’s. 

 
3.2 A 1713 map of the area shows the proposed development site as an area of 

unenclosed grazing land which was part of Heanor Common. A small house or 
cottage is shown in roughly the same position as the development site which may 
represent the first piecemeal settlement of the common land.  

 

 
 

Fig. 2  1713 Enclosure map of the ‘Mannor of Shipley’ showing the probable area of  
Heanor Common that the development site is situated within. 

 
 
3.3 The first edition OS map, surveyed c. 1844 to 1846, shows the presence of at least 

one building, an associated garden, a well and orchard (Fig. 2) and small rail or 
tramway appears to run behind the dwelling to the south. At this time Old 
Coppice Side is shown as a track serving Thorpehill Farm to the north-west 
(Derbyshire County Council Brief, 2).  Falling within the development area on 
the opposite side of the track appears a square building that is probably a barn. 
The barn building also appears on the 2nd Edition OS map, surveyed c. 1900, but 
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the house shown on the earlier map has disappeared. The 2nd Edition OS map 
shows the new GNR cutting running to the south of the site and the line of the 
earlier Old Coppice Side road running through the site. The alignment of this 
earlier road changed when Roper Avenue was constructed (Derbyshire County 
Council Brief, 2). 

 
3.2 The ‘Mannor of Shipley’ is shown on the earliest map of the area in 1713, a small 

house or cottage is shown in approximately the same location as the development 
site. On the 2nd edition OS map the size of the property is greatly reduced and a 
house shown on earlier maps has now disappeared, this is due to the construction 
of the cutting for the Great Northern Railway. During this period the development 
site was a garden to the cottage at 108 Old Coppice Side, which is locally believed 
to be approximately three hundred years old and has links with the novels of D.H. 
Lawrence. 

 

 
 

Fig. 3  1st Edition Ordnance Survey map showing the development site. 
 

 
 

Fig. 4  2nd Edition Ordnance Survey map showing the development area –  
the line of the earlier Old Coppice Side is shown to run through the site. 
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4. Aims of the Project 
4.1 The project was an archaeological watching brief as requested by the 

Development Control Archaeologist for Derbyshire County Council (Appendix 
I).  The aims of the project were as follows: 
 
� To observe all groundwork for the presence of archaeology. 
 
� To alert all interested parties to the possible destruction of archaeological 

features. 
 
� To fully record and excavate any archaeological features encountered. 

 
5.  Method Statement 
5.1 The overburden was removed to the natural substrate by a back acting JCB using 

a toothless ditching bucket approximately 0.3 metres in width. The trench was 
excavated by the removal of level shallow spits and a check was made at all stages 
for archaeological features. 

 
5.2 All machine excavation on the site was observed by an archaeologist to ensure 

that no archaeological remains were disturbed. Any features or structures were to 
be fully cleaned and recorded in accordance with the standards stipulated by the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) and the guidance provided in 
‘Archaeological Science at PPG16 Interventions’ (English Heritage 2003). 

 
5.3 Any features or structures were to be photographed, recorded and where 

possible, fully-excavated. All the contexts were recorded on pro-forma sheets, and a 
context register. 

 
5.4 Photographs were taken using a 35mm SLR camera with black and white print 

film, and colour transparency, as well as with a digital camera (7.1 megapixel 
resolution).  

 
5.5 All work was carried out wearing appropriate safety equipment. A system of hand 

signals was agreed before work commenced to allow for easy  communication 
and a safe environment for examining the potential archaeological remains while 
supervising machine excavation. 

 
6.  Description of Archaeological Investigations 
 
6.1  Phase 1 
6.1.1 House One 
6.1.1.1 The excavation trenches are shown in Fig. 6. House One measured 11m x 15m 

and was situated at the north east end of the site (Fig. 7). The foundations for the 
house consisted of nine footings. Six of these were external footings, the 
remaining three being smaller, internal footings. The footings were 0.7m to 0.9m 
wide and between 1m to 1.5m in depth but averaged at a depth of 1.1m (Figs. 9 
and 10). The stratigraphy for all nine footings was the same. The first visible layer 
was a re-deposited clay (002) which contained sandstone aggregate inclusions and 
was between 0.14m to 0.25m in thickness, which represented material deposited 
in the construction of the embankment. Beneath this deposit was a buried topsoil 
deposit (001) which was between 0.17m to 0.2m thick and contained small 
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rounded stones, post-medieval pottery, clay pipe, glass and broken brick. Below 
(001) was a natural substratum of orange/yellow boulder clay (003) which existed 
for approximately 2m before encountering sandstone bedrock (004). The 
sandstone bedrock was only reached in footing one at the north-west end. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 7  View of House One (looking north) 
 
 
 

           
 

Fig. 8 Footing one looking west (Scales: 2m and 1m)        Fig. 9  Footing eight looking east (Scales: 2m and 1m) 
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6.1.1.2 During the excavation of footings three, six and seven two disused ceramic drains 

were encountered (Figs. 10 and 11). The drains were removed during the 
excavation and were found to be bedded on to the natural clay substrate (003). 
No archaeological finds or deposits were found during the excavation of the 
footings for House One.  

 
 

 
 

Fig. 10  Footing seven showing the broken ceramic drain, looking north 
(Scale: 2m) 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 11 Footing seven showing the two ceramic drains, looking west 
(Scale: 2m) 
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6.1.2. House Two 
6.1.2.1 House Two was positioned 3m south west of House One and measured 10m x 

11m. The foundations for the house consisted of ten footings. Five of these were 
external footings, the remaining five being smaller, internal footings. The footings 
were 0.7m to 1m wide and between 1m to 2.8m in depth but averaged at a depth 
of 1.2m (Figs. 12 and 13). The stratigraphy for all ten footings was the same 
except for footings one and two which encountered a deposit of building rubble 
(006). Below the redeposited clay (002), which was between 0.14m to 0.25m in 
thickness, buried topsoil (001) was again found. (001) was between 0.17m to 
0.2m thick and contained small rounded stones, post-medieval pottery, glass and 
broken brick. Below (001) a natural substratum of orange/yellow boulder clay 
(003) was identified which existed for approximately 2m before encountering 
sandstone bedrock (004). The sandstone bedrock was only reached in footing 
one and two at the west end due to the removal of building rubble (006) which 
had been deposited in this area , containing modern brick and concrete.  

 

                    
 
     Fig. 12 Footing six looking north west (Scale: 2m and 1m)        Fig. 13   Footing nine looking east (Scale: 2m and 1m) 

 
 

6.1.2.2 The building rubble (006) encountered in footings one and two existed below the 
redeposited clay (002) and was 1.6m in depth (Fig.14). No other archaeological finds or 
deposits were uncovered during the excavation of the footings for House Two.   
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Fig. 14  Footing two showing the building rubble (006), looking east  
(Scales: 2m and 1m) 

 
 

6.1.3 House Three 
6.1.3.1 House Three was positioned 3m south west of House Two and measured 15m x 

13m. The foundations for the house consisted of eleven footings. Six of these 
were external footings, the remaining six being smaller, internal footings. The 
footings were 0.7m to 1m wide and between 1m to 2.8m in depth but averaged at 
a depth of 1.2m. A large ceramic drain was present in footings three, five, six and 
seven which caused some trench collapse in places. A tarmac surface (007) was 
uncovered in footings nine, ten and eleven. The tarmac represents the remains of 
Old Coppice side Road which changed its course when Roper Avenue was laid 
out (Derbyshire County Council Brief, 2). The remaining footings had the same 
stratigraphy found in the footings for houses one and two.  

 
6.1.3.2 A large ceramic drain was uncovered whilst excavating footings three, five, six 

and seven (Figs. 15 and 16). The drain measured 0.5m in diameter and was 
probably a disused land drain.  
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Fig. 15  Footing three showing the ceramic land drain, looking south (Scale: 0.5m graduations).  
 

 

 
 

Fig. 16 Footings six and seven showing the ceramic land drain, looking south west (Scale: 2m and 1m).  
 
6.2 Phase 2 
6.2.1 The trench was 38.5m long by 1m wide and ran the length of the proposed 

pipeline, oriented north east-south west. The maximum depth achieved was 1.20 
m. The stratigraphy for the pipe trench was the same as the stratigraphy recorded 
for the foundation trenches of all the three houses (Fig. 17).  
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Fig 17 Northern end of the trench. 
 
6.2.2 A modern service trench cut across the trench from west to east, between House 

One and Two. The corner of a modern red brick structure was also recorded 
opposite to the southern end of House Two and related to the building rubble 
recorded in the previous watching brief (Figs. 18 and 19). The presence of Post-
Medieval pottery, glass and broken brick from the construction of the 
embankment was recorded. No features of archaeological importance were found 
within the trench. 

 

 
 

Fig. 18 Red brick structure. 
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Fig 19 Southern end of the trench. 
 

 
 

Fig 20 East side of modern service trench 
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Fig. 21 West side of modern service trench 
 

7. Conclusions 
7.1 Although in close proximity to the cottage at number 108, locally believed to be 

approximately three hundred years old with links to the novels of D.H. 
Lawrence, and within an area where there was the possibility of earlier buildings 
which may have stood on the development site, this watching brief revealed no 
archaeological features. 

 
8.  Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright 
8.1 Any Publicity will be handled by the client. 

 
8.2 Archaeological Research Services will retain the copyright of all documentary and 

photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act, 1988. 
 
9. Statement of Indemnity 
9.1 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works 

undertaken are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional 
standards. No responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for 
any errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by any third party, or 
for loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the 
basis of facts or opinions expressed in any such report(s), howsoever such facts 
and opinions may have been derived. 
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Appendix One 
 
 
 

Derbyshire County Council brief for the Archaeological Watching  
Brief at Old Coppice Side, Marlpool. 
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Appendix Two 
 
 
 

Harris Matrix for the Archaeological Watching  
Brief at Old Coppice Side, Marlpool. 
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Appendix Three 
 
 
 

Context Registers for the Archaeological Watching  
Brief at Old Coppice Side, Marlpool. 
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Context 
No. Type Description 

 
101  

Deposit 

 
Black silt containing abundant sand and small stone inclusions. Modern 
brick and ceramic fragments were also recorded. 45 cm x 50 cm on the 
west side. 30 cm x 60 cm on the east side. 

102  
Deposit 

 
Grey silty sand containing clay pellets and abundant fragments of red 
brick and ceramic pipe. 20 cm x 50 cm on the west side. 22 cm x 65 cm 
on the east side. 

103 Cut  
Cut for the modern service trench. 

104  
Deposit 

 
Thin layer of crushed brick which seems to seal the top of the modern 
service trench. Only recorded on the east side. 10 cm x 75 cm. 

 
105 

Structure 

 
East wall of a modern structure made of red moulded bricks and yellow 
lime mortar. The visible thickness suggests a two-line brick wall with 
keyed corner. A single line of five bricks were visible, ranging between 15 
cm to 20 cm long by 11 cm wide and 7 cm thick. 

 
106 

Structure 

 
North wall of a modern structure made of red moulded bricks and yellow 
lime mortar. The visible thickness suggests a two-line brick wall with 
keyed corner. Six layers of bricks were visible, ranging between 15 cm to 
20 cm long by 11 cm wide and 7 cm thick. 

 
107  

Deposit 

 
Made ground deposit filling the brick structure formed by [105] and 
[106]. Dark grey sandy silt with occasional stone and modern pottery 
inclusions, very disturbed by the presence of abundant roots. 

108 
 

Deposit 

 
Made ground deposit filling the cut for the construction of the brick 
structure formed by [105] and [106]. Dark grey sandy silt with occasional 
stone and modern pottery and glass inclusions. 8 cm wide. 

109 Cut  
Cut for the modern brick structure. 

 


