
Former Haulage Depot Site, South 
Road, Wooler,  

Northumberland 

Historic Building Recording 

Buildings on the Former Haulage Depot site. 

ARS Ltd Report 2019/239 
OASIS ID:378539 

December 2019 

Compiled By: 
Dr Ian Wyre 

Archaeological Research Services Ltd 
The Eco Centre 
Windmill Way 

Hebburn 
NE31 1SR 

Checked By: 
Dr Robin Holgate MCIfA 

Tel: 0191 4775111 
admin@archaeologicalresearchservices.com 

www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com 

mailto:admin@archaeologicalresearchservices.com
http://www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com/


Former Haulage Depot Site, South Road, Wooler, Northumberland Historic Building Recording 

i 

Former Haulage Depot Site, South Road, Wooler, 

Northumberland 

Historic Building Recording 

Archaeological Research Services Ltd Report 2019/239 

December 2019 

© Archaeological Research Services Ltd 2019 

The Eco Centre, Windmill Way, Hebburn, Tyne and Wear NE31 1SR 

www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com 

Prepared on behalf of: Fergusons Blyth Ltd 

Date of compilation: December 2019 

Compiled by: Dr Ian Wyre 

Checked by: Dr Robin Holgate MCIfA 

Site central NGR: NT 9940 2794 



Former Haulage Depot Site, South Road, Wooler, Northumberland Historic Building Recording 

ii 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In September 2019 Archaeological Research Services Ltd was commissioned by 
Fergusons Blyth Ltd (the Client) to undertake a historic building recording of the Former 
Redpath’s Haulage Depot, 30 South Road, Wooler, Northumberland, NE71 6NJ. This 
scheme of works relates to discharging condition 35 (Application Ref. No. 18/03870/FUL) for 
the proposed development which involves the erection of mixed use buildings comprising the 
Ad Gefrin Distillery, gift shop, café/restaurant and visitor centre plus parking and 
landscaping. 

The history of the buildings and their development can be summarised as follows. 

 Phase 1 – c.1800 Establishment of the water powered Dye Works constituting the
Mill Buildings’ remains still present.

 Phase 2 – c.1897 Construction of the Wooler Steam Laundry (surviving as elements of
Building 1).

 Phase 3 - c.1927 The Steam Laundry building is rebuilt after a fire into a two storey
gable fronted commercial/industrial premises (Building 1).

 Phase 4 – c.1950 Construction of the large garage building (Building 4).
 Phase 5 – c.1960 Construction of a large warehouse/garage abutting the north wall

of the former steam laundry building (Building 2).
 Phase 6 – c.1975 Construction of a linking structure serving to join the two separate

ranges of buildings (Building 3).

The final form of the buildings, surrounded with a large area of tarmac used for parking for 
the fleet of lorries, were kept operational for a comparatively long period without requiring 
major alteration or relocation by Redpath of Wooler, which would become part of Fergusons 
Transport, a company that was integral to Northumberland’s local economy, particular in 
the movement of livestock and timber, for almost a century.  

The historic building recording provides a descriptive, drawn and photographic record of the 
historic buildings occupying the Former Redpath’s Haulage Depot and Yard. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 In September 2019 Archaeological Research Services Ltd (ARS Ltd) was 
commissioned by Fergusons Blyth Ltd (the Client) to undertake a historic building recording 
of the Former Redpath’s Haulage Depot and Yard, 30 South Road, Wooler, Northumberland, 
NE71 6NJ. This scheme of works relates to discharging condition 35 (Application Ref. No. 
18/03870/FUL) of the proposed development which involves the erection of mixed use 
buildings comprising the Ad Gefrin Distillery, gift shop, café/restaurant and visitor centre 
plus parking and landscaping.  

2 SITE LOCATION AND GEOLOGY 
2.1 The proposed development site is the Former Redpath/Ferguson Haulage Depot and 
Yard, 30 South Road, Wooler, Northumberland, NE71 6NJ. The site is situated towards the 
east side of Wooler on the west side of Wooler Water. The site consists of a large expanse 
of flat ground presently occupied by several centrally-placed buildings surrounded by 
sections of tarmac surfacing and rough levelled ground, with the remains of earlier mill 
buildings located in the south-west corner of the site. The site is bounded to the north by 
Wooler Fire Station, to the east by South Street, to the south by The Peth and to the west by 
the steep slope of Tower Bank. The site is centred at NGR NT 9940 2794 (Appendix 1, Figure 
1). 

2.3 The underlying geology of the site consists of Ballagan Formation – Sandstone, 
Siltstone And Dolomitic Limestone – formed in the Carboniferous Period. The site is overlain 
with Alluvium – Clay, Silt, Sand and Gravel – formed during the Quaternary period (BGS 
2019). 

3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
Regional Research Aims and Objectives 
3.1 Archaeological works at the Former Haulage Depot and Mill Buildings site have the 
potential to identify the presence of evidence pertinent to research objectives and 
overarching research themes identified in Shared Visions: The North-East Regional Research 
Framework for the Historic Environment (Petts and Gerrard, 2006). Of significance are the 
following themes of research, encompassing resource assessment and research agendas for 
the region. The Framework recognises that, regarding the Post-Medieval key research 
priorities, these include for PMii. Industrialisation “What is the effect of industrialisation on 
settlement patterns? This needs to be broken down chronologically; 16th/17th century 
industrialisation is very different to 18th/19th century industrialisation” (Petts and Gerrard 
2006, 183) and for PMiv. Chronology “Despite excellent historical records and a large 
quantity of highly diagnostic material culture there are still gaps in our chronological 
understanding of the period, particularly in the dating of buildings” (Petts and Gerrard 2006, 
186). Recommendations for Settlement and urbanism include: “SU21. The possibility for 
heritage-led urban regeneration projects should be explored, combining a drive for economic 
renewal with the opportunity for conservation-led research” (Petts and Gerrard 2006, 207). 
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The historic building recording for the proposed Ad Gefrin Distillery development will assist 
in addressing these key research priorities and recommendation. 

Historic Building Recording Aims and Objectives 
3.2. The aim of historic building recording on the site is to produce an analytical record of 
any significant architectural features and evidence for the original and subsequent historical 
form and functions of the structures. 

3.3 The objectives of the historic building recording are as follows. 

 To produce a formal description of the extant built structures which provides a
systematic account of their origins, phasing, development and use.

 To produce a full visual photographic record of the structures, including all fixtures,
fittings, machinery, decorative detail and inscriptions using of photogrammetry and
photographic scales, with all photographs descriptively captioned and cross
referenced to a plan, plans and/or elevations clearly showing the viewing position,
direction and photographic image reference.

 To produce an analytical account of the structures’ origins, development and use. To
specifically include in this account the following.

o To note where structural elements from the original Steam Laundry building
have been retained/re-used during conversion into the present building.

o To supplement the record with images of the building in later use associated
with the haulage business to record this phase of the buildings’ later use.

 To deposit the report with the Northumberland Historic Environment Record to
ensure it advances understanding of the development of the site and ensures that
there is a public benefit of the proposed works.

3.4 A full account of specific objectives is provided within the Ad Gefrin Distillery, 30 
South Road, Wooler, Northumberland Written Scheme of Investigation (Appendix 4).  

4 METHODOLOGY 
Historic building recording 
4.1.1 The historic building recording involves the Former Haulage Depot premises, 
originally occupied by Redpath Bros Ltd (which in later years became part of the Fergusons 
Transport group), which are known to include elements relating to the Wooler Steam 
Laundry building c.1897, and are subject to the proposed re-development of the site. It is 
also proposed in the near future to stabilise and conserve the stone-built mill buildings, 
which pre-date the haulage premises and steam laundry building, located to the south west 
corner of the site. Therefore, this historic building recording seeks, where possible,  to 
record the exterior and interior of the former dye mill prior to future consolidation works, 
and the Wooler Steam Laundry buildings and associated structural remains prior to 
commencement of the development. The historic building recording was carried out in 
October 2019 by Dr Ian Wyre of ARS Ltd to the equivalent of Historic England’s (2016) 
Understanding Historic Buildings – A guide to good recording practice Level 2 standard prior 
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to any development works taking place. The records produced are used in order to create 
an interpretative discussion of the form, function and phasing of the structures concerned. 

4.1.2 The historic building recording was conducted in line with the aforementioned 
method statement (Appendix 4) as well as the relevant guidance (i.e. CIfA 2014 and 2019; 
HE 2016).  

4.1.3 Due to the standing remains relating to the former mill buildings being in poor 
condition this report was to make reference to previous archaeological works which include 
historic and relatively recent photographs of the site showing the buildings prior subsequent 
clearance/collapse. These are in the forms of a previous historic building assessment and an 
archaeological field evaluation undertaken by North Pennines Archaeology in 2010 
(Appendix 5). 

4.1.4 The archaeologist on-site carefully examined all parts of the structures prior to 
commencement of the photographic recording, in order to identify all features relevant to 
original and later use. As part of this exercise, the archaeologist on site produced written 
observations (e.g. on phasing, detailing and operating functions), sufficient to permit the 
preparation of this report on the structures identified. Each feature was examined 
individually and the results of that examination noted in a systematic fashion. These site 
records allow a full architectural and archaeological description of the structures to be 
included in the subsequent report, as a walk around each structure, starting with setting, 
then progressing to all accessible sides and features of the structures in sequence. This 
historic building recording includes the following. 

 A formal description and analytical record which provides a systematic account of
the building’s origins, development and use, including floor plans, elevations, roof
structure, flooring, internal layout and spaces, detailing, form and fabric, and
evidence for phasing and development.

 A full visual photographic record with photographic scales with all photographs
descriptively captioned and cross referenced to a plan, plans and/or elevations
clearly showing the viewing position, direction and photographic image reference.

 A measured and annotated survey drawings showing the location of features of
historic interest.

 A historic context account for the building to inform assessment of its historic
significance.

 An analytical account of the building’s origins, development and use.

4.1.5 The photographic record comprising high resolution digital photography covers the 
following as a minimum. 

 Photographs of the exterior and setting of the structures, along with as much of the
internal spaces that are accessible from the quay. A 2 metre and 0.5 metre ranging 
rod was included in a selection of general shots in order that the scale of all 
elements of the building can be sufficiently established. 
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 The external appearance of the structures was recorded, including through the use
of photogrammetry. Typically a series of oblique views show all external elevations 
of the structures and give an overall impression of size and shape. Where an 
individual elevation embodies complex historical information or have been 
conceived as formal compositions, views at right angles to the plane of the 
elevation may also be appropriate. 

 Photographs of any external detail, structural or decorative, which is relevant to the
design, development or use of the structures over time and which does not show 
adequately on general views. 

 Photographs of any fixtures, fittings or machinery or evidence of its former existence
relevant to the building’s use or development. 

 Copies of any dates, decorative detail, masons’ marks, historic graffiti or inscriptions
present which contribute to an understanding of the structures and/or their 
fixtures. 

4.1.6 A Nikon D3200 digital SLR (24.7 megapixels) camera was used. Where possible, 
photographs included a graduated scale and cameras were mounted on tripods for extra 
stability. Details of the photographs were recorded which includes location, subject and 
orientation. 

4.1.7 The building recording drawn record includes the following. 

 Site location plan at a suitable scale (preferably indicating the position of the site
within the country, within the county and a clear plan of the precise 
location/outline of the buildings, along with their relation to other structures and 
to any related topographical and landscape features i.e. 1:50). 

 A plan/plans indicating the position and orientation of photographs/images included
in the report. 

 Phased plan(s), if appropriate, showing the development of the structures.

4.1.8 A risk assessment was undertaken before commencement of the work and health 
and safety regulations were adhered to at all times. 
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5 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
5.1 The Town of Wooler 
5.1.1 This historic building recording makes reference to primary and secondary archive 
sources in which to inform the analysis of extant buildings on the site. A broader 
archaeological and historical context for the site is provided in the archaeological building 
assessment and an archaeological field evaluation undertaken by North Pennines 
Archaeology in 2010 (Appendix 5). 

5.1.2 The market town of Wooler is in located in northern Northumberland, at the edge of 
the Cheviot Hills and the Northumberland National Park.  A record of the name as Welnfver 
in 1186 could suggest the name Wooler originated from the Old English ‘wella’ (well or 
spring) and ‘ofer’ (ridge or hill). In this case, the well or spring would refer to the River Till. 
The ‘Wooler Water’ (part of which is also known as Happy Valley) is a tributary of the river 
and is formed by the Harthope and Carey Burns, originating in the Cheviot Hills to the south 
of the town, joining at this point. Another possible origin of the town’s name is ‘Wulfa's 
hillside’, from the Old English ‘Wulfa’ (wolf) and ‘őra’ (hillside, slope). A record of the name 
as Wulloir in 1232 may support this origin for the town’s name. 

5.1.3 The origins of the present town are thought to pre-date the medieval period 
although this is not certain. The town was not recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086 
being at the time beyond Norman control, their hold of Northumberland extending only to 
the south of the region. By the early 12th century however the Normans had extended their 
area of control to encompass Wooler, the first ‘Baron Wooler’ being appointed in 1107. In 
1199 the town was granted the right to hold a weekly market and a medieval hospital was 
founded here in 1288, suggesting that it was prospering at the time. The last record of the 
hospital, dedicated to St Mary Magdalene, came in a document of 1488, but its location is 
not known. 

5.1.4 The medieval origins of the town are evident in the typically linear burgage plots 
defined on available historic maps and aerial photography. Subsequently, several disastrous 
fires in the town’s history have impacted this layout. In 1693, the first major fire is said to 
have caused 2950 pounds damage which is a considerable sum for the times. A second fire 
also struck Wooler in 1721, but the most damage was done in 1863. A devastating fire 
swept through the whole town, destroying many of the oldest buildings in the town centre. 
As a result of this, the centre of Wooler has a distinct Victorian character. 

5.1.5 Wooler prospered as the centre of the woollen industry during the medieval period 
inevitably becoming one of the richer Northumberland townships. Water was an important 
commodity in processing wool into yarn and linen so some areas of the lower town became 
a focus for these activities. A water mill may have existed in medieval times however by the 
18th century up to five mills were in place along Wooler Water. One of the mills at this time, 
fed by a leat from Wooler Water, was operating as dyers and bleachers of cloth (Wooler 
2010). The remains of this mill are those found on the Former Haulage Depot site to this 
day. 



Former Haulage Depot Site, South Road, Wooler, Northumberland Historic Building Recording 

6 

5.2 Fulling and Dye Mill 
5.2.1 Located at the base of Tower Bank the remains of the stone-built mill buildings 
possibly date back to at least the 17th century (Figure 1).  These comprise two grouped 
ranges which likely include a water-powered dye mill and a mill keeper’s cottage (HER No. 
1683 Dye and No. 1679 with associated bleach field HER No. 1684). Whilst shown on the 
first edition Ordnance Survey map c.1860. The mill would have ceased operation by the 
time the steam laundry is built on the former bleach field, the remaining buildings falling 
into disuse in the 1960s. 

Figure 1: Photograph of Mill buildings prior construction of the steam laundry building (copyright pending). 

5.3 Wooler Steam Laundry 
5.3.1 Built at some point between 1892 and 1898, a steam laundry was constructed on the 
site through charitable donation from Countess Tankerville. The laundry offered social 
assistance and a communal home for local women considered to be in need. Prior 
construction of the laundry building the site is shown as a ‘bleach field’ adjacent to the dye 
works. In 1903, the running of the laundry was transferred to the Salvation Army, and it 
remained in operation until the 1920s. 

5.3.2 The institution was a substantial stone clad building which had a three storey 
accommodation block to the front with a large single storey range to the rear for housing 
the laundry facilities. The front range, below a hipped slate roof, had centrally placed 
chimneys to the north, south and east elevations with a stone, canopied main entrance and 
large sash windows. The single storey range had large mullioned windows to the north and 
south elevations to light the working interiors with some small extension buildings likely for 
the housing of boilers and/or engines for powering the laundry machinery. Typically the 
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clothes and linen would be first dollied by steam powered devices with sorting, folding and 
ironing carried out by hand. The building was also noted for being surrounded by well-kept 
gardens and an open yard to provide areas for drying (The Deliverer 1904). 

Figure 2: Photograph of the steam laundry building. 

5.4 Haulage Depot 
5.4.1 The site was well placed to utilise principal transport routes of the area. Immediately 
adjacent is the A697, the main road between Coldstream and Morpeth, along with the 
Alnwick to Cornhill Branchline serving Wooler station between 1887 and 1965 close by. 
Buildings on the site, including parts of the steam laundry building, would be amalgamated 
to house a central transport hub for the area leading throughout the 20th century.  

5.4.2 Firstly, a large single storey garage building was built to the north of the steam 
laundry’s grounds c.1950. This constitutes the northernmost structure to this day. The 
building presented appears purpose-built for the service and storage of heavy goods 
vehicles with integral offices and workshop facilities. With large service yards to the front 
and rear, with an ancillary range projecting to the west backing onto the south boundary 
with the laundry, reflects the rapid expansion of motor driven haulage at the time. 

5.4.3 The family haulage firm, Redpath Bros. Ltd, was based from the site c.1931. The 
Redpath lorries, with their red and cream livery (Figures 3 and 4), became a familiar site on 
local and national roads, with livestock and timber being prominent amongst the variety of 
loads carried by the firm. Additionally, over the years many local people were to be 
employed with Redpath’s Haulage. The site would remain family run with the marriage of 
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Alan and Eileen Ferguson (nee Redpath), to form part of Fergusons Transport, the 
prominent North East haulage company (Fergusons Transport 2019).  

Figure 3:  Photograph of the Redpath Bros haulage site c.1966. Aspects of the colours from the livery is 
reflected on the building. Note the ‘Beckmeter’ type pump to the right. 

Figure 4:  Photograph with the same c.1966 Albion Reiver 6-wheeled lorry with livestock body on the 
forecourt. Note the rebuilt laundry building in the background. 
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5.4.2 In the 1920s the steam laundry building was heavily rebuilt into a two storey 
warehouse (as seen in Figure 4, above). It is not clear if this was prior to, or after, a severe 
fire in 1927 (Wooler 2010). From material evidence today it can be surmised that the walls 
were lowered to the head of the ground floor windows and the remaining stone facings 
reconstituted into the replacement structure. This would latterly comprise the stone faced, 
gabled, two story, commercial/industrial warehouse located to the south of the site found 
to this day. By 1929 the building is known to have housed the offices and distribution centre 
for the Northern Agricultural Co-operative Society Ltd (Wooler 2010). 

5.6 During the 1950s the former laundry building was significantly extended in the form 
of a large brick built, single storey warehouse built abutting its northern elevation.  

5.7 The two ranges of buildings, the lorry garage and the former steam laundry 
buildings, were originally separate premise but construction of a linking building in c.1975 
brought the structures together as a single unit. However, continuing for a number of years, 
several tenants were resident in the buildings. 

5.8 During the 20th century the site’s former conglomeration of buildings have housed a 
variety of purposes. Along with the garage and workshops associated with the road haulage 
depot, occupants of the southern buildings have included an egg packing and farming 
supplies businesses. The clear agricultural links of the buildings is evident including the 
Northern Agricultural Co-operative Society Ltd, subsequently the Northern Farmers Trading 
Association Ltd, remaining in residence up to the 1960s. Interestingly from 1976 to 1996 one 
of the building’s occupants was the Central Bible Hammond Trust Limited, a publisher and 
distributor of religious books (Scripture Truth 2019).  

Figure 5: Photograph showing the workings of the rear service yard towards the end of the 20th century. 
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6 BUILDING DESCRIPTION 
Setting of the structures 
6.1 The Former Haulage Depot site is situated to the east of Wooler and occupies a 
prominent position fronting onto South Road, Wooler, immediately adjacent Wooler Bridge 
and The Peth the south (Plates 1 to 3). The site is made up of a large expanse of flat ground 
presently occupied by several centrally-placed buildings surrounded by tarmac and 
gravelled level ground. The remains of the earlier mill buildings are located in the south-
west corner of the site (Plate 4). The site is bounded to the north by Wooler Fire Station, to 
the east by South Street, to the south by The Peth and to the west by the steep slope of 
Tower Bank.  

6.2 The historic building recording of the former haulage depot structures is arranged 
accordingly. The two storey stone faced building, representing the remains of the steam 
laundry structure, is designated as Building 1, with the remaining industrial and transport 
structures referenced numerically working from the south to the north of the site. Five 
buildings are covered in this section of the survey.  

6.3 The two ranges of mill buildings are designated A and B to correlate with the 
previous buildings assessment (Wooler 2010) the buildings being in a lesser deteriorated 
state at the time. Accessible features were recorded and this is supplemented with archive 
resources in producing an analysis of the structures. 

Plate 1: Buildings on the former haulage depot site facing north west. The location of the former mill buildings 
is indicated. Scale 2m. 
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Plate 2: Buildings on the former haulage depot facing south west with the Peth in the background. Scale 2m. 

Plate 3: Buildings to the north on the former haulage depot facing north west. Scale 2m. 
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Plate 4: Former mill buildings located to the south western extents of the haulage site (facing south west). 

 
Plate 5: Former mill buildings located to the south western extents of the haulage site (facing west). 
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Building 1 - Exterior 

6.3 Building 1 comprises a large two storey structure with pitched slate roof, the longest 
axis of the building aligned approximately east to west. The eastern, front elevation 
presents a gable end with coped parapet with kneelers. The building has a snecked stone 
facing composed of irregularly coursed ashlar (Plate 5 to 6) over a brick core. The corners of 
the building and edges of apertures are distinguished with rusticated quoins (Plate 10). The 
ground floor of the east elevation encompasses a single, centrally placed doorway flanked 
by two large sets mullioned windows, of similar size and style, either side. 

6.4 Over the main doorway is a stone canopy with moulded cornice (Plate 7). The 
canopy sits on top of a plain stone lintel with pulvinated relief sides. Sections of the jamb 
compose rusticated mullions to sidelight windows, the left having round fitting likely for a 
bell push. As with most apertures in the structure none of the timberwork is in situ. Set into 
the stone work of the elevation face, above the porch, is a segmental relieving arch. 

6.5 The entrance is flanked by two sets of ground floor windows which are comprised of 
three apertures which similarly no longer have casements in situ. The windows have 
concrete lintels (a section of steel reinforcing bar exposed). Beneath the construction is of 
stone, including finely dressed stone mullions over stone cills. 

6.6 A centrally placed Venetian style window punctuates the east elevation at first floor 
level. The window comprises three mullioned lights having a prominent central aperture 
with round arched head. The surrounding stonework comprises a mix of rusticated and 
stylised snecked relief lintels and quoins (Plate 12). 

Plate 6: Oblique view of east and south elevations (facing south west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 7: East elevation (facing west). Scale 2m. 

Plate 8: Oblique view of doorway in east elevation (facing north west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 9: Oblique view of canopy over doorway in east elevation (facing north west). Scale 2m. 

 

Plate 10:South window in east elevation (facing west). Note the reinforced concrete lintel. Scale 2m. 
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Plate 11: Roughly tooled ashlar and rusticated quoin detail to east elevation (facing north west). Scale 2m. 

Plate 12: North window in east elevation (facing west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 13: First floor window in east elevation (facing west). Note the stone voussoirs of a relieving arch. 

 
Plate 14: Kneeler detail to north east corner of Building 1 (facing north west). 
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6.7 The south elevation of Building 1 presents a long two storey wall composed with the 
same irregularly coursed stone facing observed to the front eastern elevation (Plates 14 to 
17). The stone work has been supplemented with concrete lintels and cills in certain areas 
one of which is scribed to simulate the surrounding stone construction material (Plate 18). 
At ground floor level the elevation has two entrances, a double goods entrance and single 
doorway, located towards the central portion of the building. The goods entrance retains a 
timber sliding door (latterly faced in plywood). Two ground floor windows are located 
towards the west of the doorway. The window to the east retains a centre stone mullion. 
The first floor has five windows all of a similar size and simple style. The eastern quarter of 
the elevation is devoid of openings with a single chimney stack extending above the eaves. 
The foot of the stack is composed from two masonry courses, the upper portions executed 
in a pale yellow brick with three corbelled courses at the cap. 

6.8 Abutting the west elevation is a single storey out shut extension, built with stone, 
with pitched slate roof over part of the building (Plate 18). The extension has personnel 
doorways in the south and west elevations, and window in the north elevation. The south 
entrance provides access to a single room confined to the extension structure. The west 
doorway leads to the main interior space of the building along with two small side rooms. 
The extension has a corrugated sheet roof. 

Plate 15: Oblique view of south elevation Building 1(facing south west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 16: South elevation Building 1 (facing north). Note the difference in the appearance of the stonework. 
Scale 2m. 

 

Plate 17: View of doorways in south elevation (facing north west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 18: View of doorways in south elevation (facing north west). Scale 2m. 

 
Plate 19: View of doorways in south elevation (facing  north west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 20: Oblique view of south elevation (facing north east). Scale 2m. 

Plate 21: Out shut extension structure abutting west elevation of Building 1 (facing north). Scale 2m. 
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6.9 Above the extension, the west elevation of Building 1 closely mirrors that found to 
the east, being a gable end with coped parapet (Plates 19 to 22). Of contrast, the west 
elevation has a large goods door inserted at first floor level with a modern roller shutter. 
This doorway could be accessed by vehicles via a steel frame ramp shown on historic 
photographs. Above the later goods entrance, over a flat concrete lintel, the arched head 
and flat head lintels of a blocked window, of similar form to that in the east elevation, can 
be observed (Plate 23). A series of joist slots punctures the north portion of the wall with cut 
rebate and mortared flashing edge (Plate 24). This follows the form of a covered stair 
structure which is no longer in place.  

6.10 The north elevation is obscured up to first floor level, concealed by an adjoining 
building (Building 2). The ground floor features in this wall are to the interior area of the 
adjacent building. A series of five first floor windows, of comparative arrangement and form 
to those to the south elevation, are set in the north elevation. 

 

 

Plate 22: View of west elevation of Building 1 (facing east). 
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Plate 23: Detail of stone work to south west corner of Building 1 (facing north east). 

 
Plate 24: West elevation (facing east). 
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Plate 25: Blocked arched window above first floor good entrance (facing north east). 

Plate 26: Joist and beam slots (indicated) for a covered external staircase to the west elevation (facing north 
east). A mortared flashing line is also visible. Scale 2m. 
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Plate 27: Extension structure in front of west elevation (facing south east). Scale 2m. 

Plate 28: Window aperture in to north facing elevation of extension structure in front of west elevation (facing 
south east). Scale 2m. 
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Building 1 - Interior 

6.11 The interior of Building 1 has been heavily altered to predominantly comprise a 
largely open commercial/industrial space. A series of substantial structural steel beams 
traverse the space supporting the first floor level. The ground floors are concrete slabs. To 
the east, there are three individual ground floor rooms (Plates 26 to 32). A centrally placed 
hallway is flanked either side by two rooms. The south, presenting the larger of the two, has 
chimney with blocked hearth. The fire place is blocked by aeriated ‘breeze’ blocks and 
Fletton bricks and has previously been plastered over (Plate 29). The edges of the chimney 
breast have a rolled beaded profile moulded to the plaster edges. The north room has been 
bisected (dividing the window at the north mullion) which provides a corridor and W.C. to 
the north. The ceilings of the front rooms are of traditional lath and plaster construction. 
Above the joists have been superseded by a heavier system of wooden beams which are of 
modern appearance and contemporary with the floorboards on top. 

6.12  The remaining ground floor area of Building 1 forms an interconnected space. A 
structural wall runs along the centreline of the building east to west but this is punctured 
with openings. The north wall of building has wide entrance linking to the adjacent building 
and a series of blocked windows. To the south, the main space of the ground floor has two 
sets of stairs, a modern single flight and an older disused dog leg staircase.  

 

 

Plate 29: Hallway (facing east). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 30: Hallway (facing south west). Scale 2m. 

 

Plate 31: South room (facing east). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 32: South room with blocked hearth (facing south east). Scale 2m. 

Plate 33: South ground floor room of (facing west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 34: North room of the ground floor of Building 1 (facing east). Note the three light window has been 

bisected by addition of a later partition wall. (Scale 2m). 

 

Plate 35: Hallway (facing west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 36: Ground floor space (facing east). Scale 2m. 

 

Plate 37: Ground floor space (facing north east). Note the blocked window aperture. Scale 2m. 
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Plate 38: Ground floor space (facing south east) with internal doorway to Building 2. Scale 2m. 

Plate 39: Ground floor space of Building 1 (facing south west) showing sections of  internal dividing walls. Scale 
2m. 
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Plate 40: Ground floor space (facing south), looking towards the south goods entrance. Scale 2m. 

 

Plate 41: Single flight of stairs to the first floor (facing east). Note behind the communication hatch to the 

adjoining ground floor room (). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 42: Rear view of the single flight of stairs adjacent the south personnel entrance (facing east). Scale 2m. 

 
Plate 43: Interior of sliding good’s doors (facing south). Note the timber plank flooring to the foreground. Scale 

2m. 
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Plate 44: Dog-leg staircase to first floor of Building 1 (facing west). Scale 2m. 

Plate 45: Electrical fittings adjacent dog-leg staircase to first floor of Building 1 (facing south). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 46: Interior dividing walls (facing north east). Note the blocked window marking the original exterior wall 

of Building 1. Scale 2m. 

 
Plate 47: Detail of brick blocked stone mullioned window (facing north). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 48: View towards the interior of the out shut building (facing west). Scale 2m. 

Plate 49: Detail of out shut building window (facing north). Scale 2m. 



Former Haulage Depot Site, South Road, Wooler, Northumberland Historic Building Recording 

 

37  

 

6.13 The first floor level of Building 1 is access via the single flight of stairs originating 
adjacent the south entrance at ground level. The upper floor of the building comprises a 
single open space. At first floor level the roof structure is exposed and presents a series of 
open steel frame king post trusses, finished in a blue paint, the joints fixed with hex nuts 
and bolts (Plates 50 to 56). The underside of the roof covering presents a planked, tongue 
and groove surface which has been painted white to the whole of its extents. This indicates 
the open roof space was intended to be exposed when the building was previously in 
operation. 

6.14 There are scant features of historic note to the first floor interior space. The internal 
faces of the Venetian style window (to the eastern elevation) retained a variety of fasteners 
including a stylised cast metal latch handle (Art Nouveau), a metal pear drop window stay 
and modern brushed alloy window catch fitted to side hung opening casements (Plates 51 
and 52). 

6.15 To the west elevation is the internal aspect of the roller shutter goods door which is 
of a galvanised metal finish (Plate 55) with a chain and pulley mechanism for opening. 

6.15 There are remnants of modern partition walls which show the space was subdivided 
in the past. A section of timber framed, plasterboard stud wall remains fixed on the 
easternmost frame. Towards the west are further remnants of stud work partitioned areas. 
These formed a central corridor and W.C.s. (Plate 56). To the north east corner of the room 
was an exposed plastic cold water tank adjacent the opening for an electric extractor fan set 
in the east elevation. There is sparse decoration to the remaining interior surfaces. 

 

 
Plate 50: General view of first floor of Building 1 (facing east). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 51: View of east window to first floor of Building 1 (facing north east). Scale 2m. 

Plate 52: Internal detail of Venetian window to first floor of Building 1 (facing north east). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 53: General interior view of Building 1, first floor (facing south west). Scale 2m. 

 
Plate 54: View of Building 1, first floor (facing north west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 55: Roller shutter door to Building 1 first floor (facing south west). Scale 2m. 

 
Plate 56: Building 1 first floor (facing south west). Scale 2m. 
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Building 2 – Exterior 
6.14 Abutting Building 1 to the north, Building 2 is a large single storey warehouse 
structure with corrugated sheet roof. The elevation face is of a composite blockwork 
construction which includes elements of dressed sandstone (Plate 36). A cement based 
render has been applied to represent ashlar stonework with a stylised snecked decoration 
appled. The east elevation has a large vehicular entrance with metal concertina double 
doors. The gable has cement board soffits. There are two sets of ground floor windows, 
which formerly comprised two apertures divided by a central mullion. The windows have 
rusticated lintels and quoined frames. A single pendant light is set over the main entrance. 

6.15 The south wall of the building is formed from the north wall of Building 1. 

6.16 The west elevation is punctuated by a large centrally placed vehicular entrance with 
a closed metal roller shutter (Plate 40). The vehicular entrance is flanked by personnel doors 
either side. The faces of the elevation have areas of a pebble-dash render over brick, above 
the lintel of the door; adjacent is a blocked aperture modern blockwork. 

6.17 The north elevation is mostly subsumed by Building 3, a later intermediate structure 
which links to Building 4 to the north. 

Plate 57: East elevation of Building 2 (facing west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 58: South window to east elevation of Building 2 (facing west). Scale 2m. 

Plate 59: Vehicular entrance and north window of east elevation of Building 2. Scale 2m. 
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Plate 60: General view to the rear, west elevation, of Building 2 (facing east). Scale 2m. 

Plate 61: Rear, west elevation of Building 2 showing blocked former entrance (facing north east). Scale 2m. 
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Building 2 - Interior 

6.18  The interior of Building 2 presently presents a single open space with the underside 
of the roof exposed (Plate 62). The roof structure comprises a series of seven steel ‘I’ beam 
trusses with bolted joints. These rest on steel columns. To the north elevation the columns 
are set between spans of brick wall. The internal face of the building’s elevations largely 
comprises the general walls painted being painted white with the steel frame in blue. 

6.19 The south wall internalises the north elevation of Building 1 wide which is faced in 
irregular coursed ashlar in keeping with the exterior walls seen to the building (Plate 65). 
The wall has a wide interconnecting doorway and a series of blocked windows are evident. 
The steel columns in support of Building 2’s roof are placed against the earlier stone faced 
wall. Some of these columns have been obscured by timber enclosures, related to an 
arrangement of individual rooms within the main interior space. 

6.20 The north elevation is interrupted by a series of openings, formerly comprising 
outside facing windows. A former doorway is blocked with modern aggregate blockwork. 
Two Crittal-style metal framed windows remain towards the north west corner of the north 
wall. Three bays of the north wall, between the steel columns, are opened up to expose the 
interior of Building 3. The steel framework adjacent this area remains in a red oxide finish 
suggesting these were originally enclosed and obscured from view in the past. 

6.21 The west elevation has a single metal framed window set above a section composed 
of a single skin of Fletton brick; this suggests the opening was previously a personnel door 
(Plate 66). The modern roller shutter door set in the west elevation presents a galvanised 
metal face with a pulley and chain opening mechanism on one side. The main open space 
has the remnants of two small sub divided rooms, the one to the south west corner 
retaining some fittings for W.C.s. Overall were remnants of fluorescent strip lights which 
were suspended from the open roof space. 
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Plate 62: Interior of Building 2 (facing east). 

 
Plate 63: Interior of mullioned window in Building 2 with linking doorway to Building 1 (facing south east). 

Scale 2m. 
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Plate 64: Former exterior wall of Building 1 internal to Building 2 (facing south). Note the blocked window. 

Scale 2m. 

 
Plate 65: Interior of Building 2 (facing south west) with enlarged rear entrance. Scale 2m. 
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Plate 66: Interior of Building 2 (facing west). Scale 2m. 

Plate 67: Former exterior wall of Building 2 (facing north west). Note the blocked door. Scale 2m. 



Former Haulage Depot Site, South Road, Wooler, Northumberland Historic Building Recording 

 

48  

 

 
Plate 68: Crittal window to Building 2 (facing north). Scale 2m. 

 
Plate 69: Interior of north elevation to Building 2 (facing north east). Note the knocked through section, a 

former internal room. Scale 2m. 
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Plate 70: Interior of Building 2, knocked through into Building 3 (facing north). Scale 2m. 

 
Plate 71: Interior of Building 2, former room division (facing north). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 72: Detail of concertina door from interior of Building 2 (facing east). 
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Building 3 - Exterior 

6.22 Building 3 appears to represent a bridging structure between Buildings 2 and 4. The 
south and north elevations of the building are formed by these neighbouring buildings. The 
structure comprises a flat felt covered roof. The east (front) elevation is mostly obscured by 
plastic coated corrugated sheeting; behind this is a door way and a sidelight window. A 
section of tongue and grooved timber cladding can be observed applied to the cill and 
above the shuttering. This was finished with a dark stained varnish. The west elevation at 
the time of survey was obscured by vegetation and a section of shuttering. The building 
exhibits a flat, felt covered roof. 

Plate 73: East elevation of linking structure, Building 3 (facing west). Scale 2m. 
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Building 3 - Interior 

6.23 The interior of the bridging structure contained a series of narrow internal areas 
comprising three individual areas. To the east was an entrance hall, with plastered wall 
surfaces, with exterior door to the east elevation and internal doors to the north, south and 
west. The exterior door and side window are UPVC framed replacements in a timber frame 
(Plate 74). Adjoining this hallway was the area which was opened up to the interior space of 
Building 2 (Plates 75 to 76). Towards the western end of the structure is a long room 
between the former exterior walls of Building 2 and 4 (Plates 77 to 78). The wall surface to 
the south, originally the exterior north wall of Building 2, was of painted pebble dash 
render. Other internal surfaces were comprised painted brickwork. The outside facing wall 
to the west is comprised of a blockwork infill with metal framed window inserted.  

 

 
Plate 74: Interior of east elevation of linking structure, Building 3 (facing west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 75: Interior space of linking structure, Building 3 (facing east). Scale 2m. 

Plate 76: Interior of linking structure, Building 3 (facing west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 77: Interior of linking structure, Building 3 (facing west). Note the pebble dashed and brick side walls 
which were originally exterior elevations of Buildings 2 and 4. Scale 2m. 

Plate 78: Interior of linking structure, Building 3, with previously outside facing window (north east). Scale 2m. 
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Building 4 - Exterior 

6.24 Building 4 comprises a large single storey steel framed warehouse/garage structure 
with gabled M-shaped roof covered in corrugated sheet. The building appears to have 
an original singular construction phase belonging to the mid-20th century. The roof has 
a central valley runs on a north south alignment, the pitch fronting to the east being 
painted yellow.  

6.25 The east elevation presents a brick and rendered aspect interspersed with a 
contrasting range of apertures (Plates 79). The principal of these has full height sliding 
double doors hung on an external track. The doors comprise steel frames clad with vertical 
timber boarding. This has been latterly supplemented with marine ply and corrugated siding 
panels. The southernmost third portion of the east elevation is formed to present a 
recessed bay punctuated with three windows and a single personnel entrance (Plate 80). 
The recess is framed by brick built piers, formerly having a rendered covering; the door is 
similarly framed with the render intact. The rendering applied to the wall has a scribed 
ashlar pattern with areas of a rusticated relief i.e. above the lintel. The remaining faces of 
the elevation are brick with a rendered facing. This has a scribed or cast relief representing 
coursed ashlar with stylized ‘tool mark’ patterning (Plate 81). No timber work for windows 
and doors remain in situ. 

6.26 The lower extents of the south wall are subsumed within the interior of Building 3. 
Exposed above is a double gable ended brick elevation. To each gable is a horizontal 
window. Set against east gable is a single chimney stack with single corbelled course and 
topped with a tall terracotta pot. 

6.27 The north elevation of Building 4 comprises the end wall of the range of buildings. 
The wall presents a double gabled aspect of steel framed construction infilled with dado 
walls constructed of brick with corrugated sheet siding above (Plate 82). A window is set in 
each gable. The windows are steel framed, Crittall-style windows, featuring five over two 
lights, arranged horizontally as three wide bands divided by two narrow. The three wide sets 
of windows open, suspended on horizontal pivots.  

6.28 The west (rear) elevation reveals the steel frame with brick construction for the 
building with upper corrugated sheeting on the north facing gable. The elevation has two 
full height vehicular entrances with sliding doors. The brickwork extends to eaves level 
towards the third portion towards the south end of the building. This mirrors the 
configuration of the front, east elevation, differentiating the separate service/ancillary 
range from the main interior space. Windows and a sliding, wooden plank, personnel door 
are set in this section of the west wall of the building (Plate 84). 
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Plate 79: East elevation of Building 4, the largest building on the site (facing north west). Scale 2m. 

Plate 80: East elevation of Building 4 (facing south west). Note the different configuration of the façade as it 
relates to the range of ancillary/service rooms behind. Scale 2m. 
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Plate 81: Detail of render to east elevation of Building 4 (facing north west). Scale 2m. 

Plate 82: North elevation of Building 4 (facing south west). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 83: West elevation of Building 4 (facing north east). Scale 2m. 

Plate 84: West elevation of Building 4 (facing north east). Scale 2m. 
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Building 4 - Interior 

6.29 The main interior area of the building, accessed by the full height vehicular 
doorways, is a single open space open to the rafters. The roof space is defined by steel Fink 
trusses, with a series of columns aligned on a north/south axis. The columns carried the 
principal longitudinal joists below the guttering valley between the two pitched roofs (this 
had failed allowing water ingress) (Plates 85 to 89). 

6.30 The southern portion of the building presents a separated series of interconnected 
rooms below a concrete slab ceiling which provides a mezzanine level in the main interior 
space. The omission of a section of truss span and markings to the wall for storage bins 
suggests how this upper space was used when the building was occupied in the past. The 
ground floor rooms had been stripped of most internal features. The room furthest to the 
east, lit by the three windows to the building frontage, appeared to comprise a single larger 
space (for offices or mess facilities). The central rooms had been in use as W.C.s in the past. 
One of the dividing walls has two blocked window apertures with frames intact (Plate 94). 
The frames are steel, one over one lights comprised of pebbled modesty glass on a central 
pivot; the internal side of the windows, denoted by ring pull catches, is to the east. 

6.31 The main space to the interior of Building 4 has remains pertaining to several divided 
areas. To the south east corner are remains of an entrance vestibule where the stairs to the 
mezzanine were also located. Towards the north east corner are a series of brick piers which 
originally supported an elevated office (Plate 88). In the south west corner, were there is 
a sliding corrugated iron door to a separate workshop area, there is a long vehicle 
inspection pit. 

Plate 85: Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). 
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Plate 86: Interior of Building 4 (facing north). Scale 2m. 

Plate 87: Interior of north elevation of Building 4 showing covered ground floor windows (facing south east). 
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Plate 88: Interior of Building 4, elevated office location (facing east). 

Plate 89: Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). 
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Plate 90: Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). 

Plate 91: Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). 
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Plate 92: Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). 

Plate 93: Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). 
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Plate 94: Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). 

Plate 95: Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). Note the blocked windows to the interior wall. Scale 2m. 
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Plate 96: Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). Note the vehicle inspection pit. (Scale 2m) 

Plate 97: Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). Scale 2m. 
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Building 5 – Exterior/Interior 

6.31 Building 5 is a single storey range located at the rear of the main buildings 
comprising ancillary structures which originally had a shallow pitched roof covered with 
corrugated sheets (Plates 98 to 99). The range is constructed of red brick which has 
been painted white in the past. Furthest to the east the building comprises a series of 
four transverse dividing walls which extend beyond the height of the roof, the top 
courses of brickwork incorporating a curved profile. These would have held a cylindrical 
fuel tank. Internally the structures had a mix of electrical and W.C. fittings, including a 
white tiled floor standing urinal (Plate 100).  

Plate 98: Building 5 (facing south east). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 99: Building 5 (facing south west). Scale 2m. 

Plate 100: Interior of Building 5 (facing north east). Scale 2m. 
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Former Mill Building A 

6.32 At the time of survey the former mill structures were in an extremely dilapidated 
condition. It is clear that the remains comprise two distinct groups of stone built structures 
to the west of the former haulage depot premise and at a elevated position. Building A is 
the larger of the two building ranges, which is the most northerly of the two buildings. The 
building is rectangular in plan and on a north to south orientation. Historic maps and images 
suggest a building range comprising three cells, a centre dwelling structure with the south 
building a single storey extension; this extension appears to have been removed historically. 
Formerly, the centre building was composed over two storeys, with gabled north and south 
elevations, across three bays. The east elevation had a central doorway flanked by windows 
either side to the first and second floors, the apertures being defined with dressed quoins 
some of which remain in place (Plates 101 and 102). At the time of survey the front wall had 
collapsed to cill level. An un-mortared stone, inscribed with the initials ‘W H’, was observed 
c.1m from the south east corner. The west elevation retains much of its original height. Its 
outside face is obscured by the rising hillside. 

6.33 The south elevation is reduced to first floor height, the gable is noted to have had a 
rebuilt stack and coping stones along the roofline (NPA Ltd 2010). A small blocked window 
remains to ground floor level (Plate 104).  

6.34 The interior of the centre dwelling comprised some lath and plaster ceilings (Plate 
105), with late timber trusses collapsed within the building. 

6.35 The structure to the north comprises featureless wall remains rectangular in plan. 

Plate 101: Former mill buildings to north, Building A, with door and window apertures depicted. 
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Plate 102: Former mill buildings, Building A, detail of window to east elevation (facing west). Scale 0.5m. 

Plate 103: Former mill buildings, Building A, detail of ‘WH’ inscription to east elevation. 
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Plate 104: Former Mill Building A, detail of blocked window to remaining south elevation. 

Plate 105: Collapsed interior of Building A. 
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Former Mill Building B 
6.36 Building B is the smaller of the two building ranges, situated to the south of Building 
A. The building similarly is constructed of un-coursed rubble stonework with dressed 
masonry to the remaining window and door surrounds in the north elevation (Plate 106). 
The building is rectangular in plan, its orientation perpendicular to that of Building A, 
occupying an east to west alignment. The building comprises distinct two cells, the 
westernmost being the more intact at the time of survey. The north east corner and a 
construction break is lower, with alternating quoins (Wooler 2010, 30), indicating one of the 
structures was a later addition (Plate 107). The dividing wall retains fire bricks pertaining to 
a flue and an internal interconnecting doorway (Plate 111). The interior of the eastern room 
could not be accessed, and only the south wall and stub north wall of the western cell 
remain. Cartographic sources show the millstream or leat intercepting this part of the 
structure, suggesting this building housed the water wheel/mill machinery.  

6.37 Formerly the western structure had two storeys, with gabled east and west 
elevations, across three bays. The north elevation has doorway with dressed quoins flanked 
by a window, with stone uprights, to the east side (Plates 101 and 102). The window has a 
later timber lintel and a formed concrete cill. Both apertures are blocked with plywood 
sheets. The west elevation has a single window/door aperture placed at first floor level. 

Plate 106: Former Mill building B to south (facing south west). North and internal dividing wall shown. Scale 
2m. 
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Plate 107: Former mill buildings to south (facing west). Construction break evident between the east and west 
building indicated. 

Plate 109: Former mill buildings to south, detail of north aspect window (facing south). Scale 2m. 
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Plate 110: Dressed quoin stone door jamb (facing south). Scale 2m. 

Plate 111: Interior of former Mill Building B (facing west). Note, the internal dividing wall with door and fire 
brick for chimney flue. 
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7 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 
7.1 Historically the Former Haulage Depot Site, Wooler, has been used for two distinct 
industrial enterprises: the first saw the harnessing of the local water source whilst the 
second utilised the local road network, with links to the adjoining agricultural landscape 
being core to both concerns. Equally, both enterprises epitomise the importance of the 
town of Wooler to the rural economy of Northumberland. 

7.2 At the time of survey, the mill buildings pertaining to the Dye Works (HER No. 1683 
Dye mill and No. 1679 Water mill at the Dye Works) were in a dilapidated condition and 
obscured beneath undergrowth, restricting close range survey at the time. Evident, 
however, were two groups of stone-built structures with a number of features suggesting 
a phased development over several decades, possibly prior to the 19th century. Material 
and archival evidence shows that Building A was likely a two storey dwelling with the upper 
floor having dormer windows. These were set in a steeply pitched roof which 
suggests this originally may have been thatched (Wooler 2010, 29). Building B likely 
housed the mill workings fed by the leat from Wooler Water. The arrival of the 
railway was probably responsible for moving such activities to the larger industrialised 
centres of the North, making the buildings’ original function redundant.  

7.3 The building of the Wooler Steam Laundry c.1897 is similarly reflective of the 
changing societal and industrial landscape of the time. The building was symptomatic of the 
great wealth accumulated from local landholdings which were used to supplement 
philanthropic social ideals. This work would be succeeded during The Salvation Army’s 
tenure, at a time when charitable relief was often the only means of assistance for those in 
society who needed it. Between the two World Wars Britain’s societal backdrop changed 
with ‘poor relief’ becoming the concern of the state as opposed to addressed at a local level. 

7.4 Equally, by the end of the First World War motor vehicles had supplanted the horse 
as the main means of transporting goods locally. This change was associated with the 
introduction a new range of revolutionary buildings, including the appearance of a number 
of ‘moderne’ garages (Historic England 2013). These buildings used stylised features, such as 
rounded corners with smooth rendered surfaces and long, metal framed glazing, to express 
modernity, sometimes even employing a clock tower or a fin. The first Redpath Bros. Ltd 
haulage garage (Building 4) originates from this time. An open interior, in this case a 
particularly large steel framed shed, could be used for servicing, repairs and parking, with a 
light steel truss roof reducing the need for supports which would impede the open floor 
space. The 1930s was the heyday of garage architecture but the new styles were not used 
without reservation. Interestingly, the Redpath building simulates the dressed stonework of 
local buildings, albeit through a cement render, perhaps to reflect a more traditional 
outlook and promote a design more in keeping with its surroundings.

7.5 Over time, the remaining buildings required alteration and modernisation to keep up 
with the modern operations of its resident companies. The shell of the former steam 
laundry (Building 1) came to enclose an essentially modern steel frame and ferro-concrete 
building. The adjacent warehouse (Building 2), when built, added to this interior space, 
which required increased vehicular access in the moving of goods. The rear of the former 
steam laundry building would likewise accommodate a steel first floor loading ramp (as well 
as a corrugated iron extension covering rear stairs and possibly a conveyer belt).  
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7.6 The final form of the buildings, surrounded with a large area of tarmac used for 
parking for the fleet of lorries, were kept operational for a comparatively long period 
without requiring major alteration or relocation by Redpath of Wooler, which would 
become part of Fergusons Transport, a company that was integral to Northumberland’s 
local economy, particular in the movement of livestock and timber, for almost a century.  

7.7 To conclude, the history of the buildings and their development can be summarised 
as follows. 

 Phase 1 – c.1800 Establishment of the water powered Dye Works constituting the
Mill Buildings’ remains still present.

 Phase 2 – c.1897 Construction of the Wooler Steam Laundry (surviving as elements
of Building 1).

 Phase 3 - c.1927 The Steam Laundry building is rebuilt after a fire into a two storey
gable fronted commercial/industrial premises (Building 1).

 Phase 4 – c.1950 Construction of the large garage building (Building 4).

 Phase 5 – c.1960 Construction of a large warehouse/garage abutting the north wall
of the former steam laundry building (Building 2).

 Phase 6 – c.1975 Construction of a linking structure serving to join the two separate
ranges of buildings (Building 3).

7.8 The historic building recording provides a descriptive, drawn and photographic 
record of the historic buildings occupying the Former Redpath’s Haulage Depot and Yard. 
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8 PUBLICITY, CONFIDENTIALITY AND COPYRIGHT 
8.1 Any publicity will be handled by the client. 

8.2 Archaeological Research Services Ltd will retain the copyright of all documentary and 
photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act (1988). 

9 STATEMENT OF INDEMNITY 
9.1 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works 
undertaken are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional standards. No 
responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for any errors of fact or opinion 
resulting from data supplied by any third party, or for loss or other consequence arising 
from decisions or actions made upon the basis of facts or opinions expressed in any such 
report(s), howsoever such facts and opinions may have been derived. 

10  ARCHIVES 
10.1 A paper archive, which will consist of all primary written documents, plans, sections 
and photographs, will be prepared by ARS Ltd and submitted to the suitable repository, in 
this instance the Great North Museum. Any digital archive will be prepared in line with 
current best practice outlined in Archaeology Data Service/Digital Antiquity Guides to Good 
Practice (ADS/Digital Antiquity 2011). 

10.2 Copyright on the deposited material will either be assigned to the archive, or the 
archive will be licensed to use the material, in perpetuity; this licence would allow the 
archive to reproduce material, including for use by third parties, with the copyright owner 
suitably acknowledged. 

10.3 A digital copy of the report in PDF format will be submitted for approval to the MMO 
and deposited with the Northumberland Historic Environment Record. A copy of the report 
will be uploaded as part of the OASIS record (see below) for online access via the 
Archaeological Data Service. 

10.4 At the start of work (immediately before fieldwork commences) an OASIS online 
record http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ will be initiated and key fields completed on 
Details, Location and Creators forms. All parts of the OASIS online form will be completed 
for submission to the HER. This will include an uploaded .pdf version of the entire report (a 
paper copy will also be included within the archive). 

10.5 Written confirmation of the archive transfer arrangements, including a date 
(confirmed or projected) for the transfer, will be included as part of the final report.  

11  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
11.1 Archaeological Research Services Ltd would like to thank Chris Ferguson for 
commissioning this work and enabling access to the building; and Nick Best, the 
Northumberland Assistant County Archaeologist, for his advice and assistance. 

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/


Former Haulage Depot Site, South Road, Wooler, Northumberland Historic Building Recording 

77 

12 REFERENCES 
British Geological Survey 2019. Geology of Britain viewer. Available online at: 

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home/html [Accessed 30th October 
2019]. 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA). 2014. Standard and Guidance for Historic 
Environment Desk-Based Assessment. Reading, Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists. 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA). 2019. Guidance for archaeological 
investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures. Reading, Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists.  

The Deliverer 1904. Newsletter of the Salvation Army 

Fergusons Transport 2019. Company website https://fergytrux.com/about-us.html 

Scripture Truth 2019. The Central Bible Hammond Trust Limited website. 
http://www.scripture-truth.org.uk/about.htm [Accessed 15th November 2019] 

Historic England. 2013. Buildings and Infrastructure for the Motor Car. 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/iha-buildings-
infrastructure-motor-car/heag138-buildings-and-infrastructure-for-motor-car-iha/ 

Historic England. 2016. Understanding Historic Buildings. A guide to good recording practice. 
Swindon, Historic England. 

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) 2019. National Planning 
Policy Framework. London, The Stationery Office. 

North Pennines Archaeology Ltd, 2010. Land at Ferguson (Redpath) Transport Yard South 
Road, Wooler: Archaeological Evaluation Report. North Pennines Archaeology Ltd. 

Petts, D. and C. Gerrard. 2006. Shared Visions: The North-East Regional Research Framework 
for the Historic Environment. Available online at: 
https://www.durham.gov.uk/media/1551/Shared-Visions-North-East-Regional-
Research-Framework-for-the-Historic-
Environment/pdf/SharedVisionsNERegionalResearchFrameworkHistoricEnvironment
.pdf [accessed 30th October 2019].  

Wooler, F., 2010. The Former Ferguson (Redpath) Transport Premises, South Road, Wooler: 
Archaeological Building Assessment. North Pennines Archaeology Ltd. North 
Pennines Archaeology Ltd unpublished report series. 
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archiveDS/archiveDownload?t=arch-704-
1/dissemination/pdf/northpen3-75439_1.pdf [Accessed 15th November 2019] 

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home/html
https://fergytrux.com/about-us.html
http://www.scripture-truth.org.uk/about.htm
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/iha-buildings-infrastructure-motor-car/heag138-buildings-and-infrastructure-for-motor-car-iha/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/iha-buildings-infrastructure-motor-car/heag138-buildings-and-infrastructure-for-motor-car-iha/
https://www.durham.gov.uk/media/1551/Shared-Visions-North-East-Regional-Research-Framework-for-the-Historic-Environment/pdf/SharedVisionsNERegionalResearchFrameworkHistoricEnvironment.pdf
https://www.durham.gov.uk/media/1551/Shared-Visions-North-East-Regional-Research-Framework-for-the-Historic-Environment/pdf/SharedVisionsNERegionalResearchFrameworkHistoricEnvironment.pdf
https://www.durham.gov.uk/media/1551/Shared-Visions-North-East-Regional-Research-Framework-for-the-Historic-Environment/pdf/SharedVisionsNERegionalResearchFrameworkHistoricEnvironment.pdf
https://www.durham.gov.uk/media/1551/Shared-Visions-North-East-Regional-Research-Framework-for-the-Historic-Environment/pdf/SharedVisionsNERegionalResearchFrameworkHistoricEnvironment.pdf
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archiveDS/archiveDownload?t=arch-704-1/dissemination/pdf/northpen3-75439_1.pdf
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archiveDS/archiveDownload?t=arch-704-1/dissemination/pdf/northpen3-75439_1.pdf


Former Haulage Depot Site, South Road, Wooler, Northumberland Historic Building Recording 

78 

APPENDIX 1: FIGURES 





Stairs 
up

Stairs 
up

Building  1
Blocked 
doorBuilding  2

Bu
ild

in
g 

 3
Bu

ild
in

g 
 

5

Sliding 
Doors

Canopy 
over

Blocked 
window

Roller 
Door

Steel truss over

Steel truss over

Steel truss over

Steel truss over

Steel truss over

Steel truss over

Steel beam over

Steel beam over

Steel beam over

Steel beam over

Steel beam over

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

C
on

cr
et

e 
flo

or
 o

ve
r

C
on

cr
et

e 
flo

or
 o

ve
r

C
on

cr
et

e 
flo

or
 o

ve
r

C
on

cr
et

e 
flo

or
 o

ve
r

Steel beam over

Door

Door

Door

D
oo

r

D
oo

r

Entrance 
Hall

W.C.

W.C.

Blocked 
window

Blocked 
window

Copyright/ Licencing
This Drawing
© A.R.S. Ltd

Ordnance Survey data if applicable
© Crown Copyright, all rights reserved
reproduction with permission.
Licence No. 100045420

Site Name: Former Haulage Depot 
Site, South Road, Wooler, 
Northumberland

Date: 2019
Drawn by: ICW
Scale: N/A

Title: Building plan, Historic Building 
Recording 2019

Key:

Concrete/Aggregate

Brick

Steel/Iron

Archaeological Research Services Ltd

www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com

Angel House
Portland Square
Bakewell
Derbyshire
DE45 1HB

Tel: 01629 814540N



Blocked 
door Building  4

Bu
ild

in
g 

 3
Bu

ild
in

g 
 

5

Sliding 
Doors

Sliding 
Door

Sliding 
Door

Sliding 
Door

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

St
ee

l t
ru

ss
 o

ve
r

C
on

cr
et

e 
flo

or
 o

ve
r

C
on

cr
et

e 
flo

or
 o

ve
r

C
on

cr
et

e 
flo

or
 o

ve
r

C
on

cr
et

e 
flo

or
 o

ve
r

Vehicle inspection 
pit

Elevated office 
(removed)Stairs to mezzanine 

(removed)

Door Door

Door

W.C.

Fuel pump 
machinery

Copyright/ Licencing
This Drawing
© A.R.S. Ltd

Ordnance Survey data if applicable
© Crown Copyright, all rights reserved
reproduction with permission.
Licence No. 100045420

Site Name: Former Haulage Depot 
Site, South Road, Wooler, 
Northumberland

Date: 2019
Drawn by: ICW
Scale: N/A

Title: Building plan, Historic Building 
Recording 2019

Key:

Concrete/Aggregate

Brick

Steel/Iron

Archaeological Research Services Ltd

www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com

Angel House
Portland Square
Bakewell
Derbyshire
DE45 1HB

Tel: 01629 814540N



Door

Stone cills

Modern signage

Stone lintel

Concrete lintel

Chmney Relieving Arch

Concrete lintel

Stone cills

Stone cills

Stone lintel

Stone voussoirsl

Building  1 - East Elevation 0 4m Building  2 - East Elevation

Projected line of Steam Laundry remains

Copyright/ Licencing
This Drawing
© A.R.S. Ltd

Ordnance Survey data if applicable
© Crown Copyright, all rights reserved
reproduction with permission.
Licence No. 100045420

Site Name: Former Haulage Depot 
Site, South Road, Wooler, 
Northumberland

Date: 2019
Drawn by: ICW
Scale: N/A

Title: Elevations, Historic Building 
Recording 2019

Key:
Stone dressings

Brick bond detail

Archaeological Research Services Ltd

www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com

Angel House
Portland Square
Bakewell
Derbyshire
DE45 1HB

Tel: 01629 814540



Projected line of Steam Laundry remains
Projected line of Steam Laundry remains

DoorDoorDoor

Concrete lintelConcrete lintelConcrete lintelConcrete lintelConcrete lintel

Concrete lintel Concrete lintel

Door

Concrete

Concrete lintel

Slate 
Roof

Building  1 - South Elevation

Stone cillsStone cillsStone cillsStone cills

Stone cills Stone cills

0 4m Copyright/ Licencing
This Drawing
© A.R.S. Ltd

Ordnance Survey data if applicable
© Crown Copyright, all rights reserved
reproduction with permission.
Licence No. 100045420

Site Name: Former Haulage Depot 
Site, South Road, Wooler, 
Northumberland

Date: 2019
Drawn by: ICW
Scale: N/A

Title: South Elevation, Historic Building 
Recording 2019

Key:

Stone dressings

Brick bond detail

Archaeological Research Services Ltd

www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com

Angel House
Portland Square
Bakewell
Derbyshire
DE45 1HB

Tel: 01629 814540



Stone cills

Stone lintel

0 4mBuilding  2 - East Elevation Building  4 - East Elevation

Timber

Timber

Obscured

Obscured

Textured 
concrete

Scribed 
concrete

Textured 
concrete

Textured 
concrete

Brick 
under

Brick 
under

Scribed 
concrete

Door

Door

Door

Corrugated 
Roof

(Part of)
Copyright/ Licencing
This Drawing
© A.R.S. Ltd

Ordnance Survey data if applicable
© Crown Copyright, all rights reserved
reproduction with permission.
Licence No. 100045420

Site Name: Former Haulage Depot 
Site, South Road, Wooler, 
Northumberland

Date: 2019
Drawn by: ICW
Scale: N/A

Title: Figure , Building 2, 3 & 4 East 
Elevation, Historic Building Recording 
2019

Key:
Stone dressings

Brick bond detail

Archaeological Research Services Ltd

www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com

Angel House
Portland Square
Bakewell
Derbyshire
DE45 1HB

Tel: 01629 814540



St
ai

rs
 

up

Stairs 
up

Building  1

Bl
oc

ke
d 

do
or

Building  2

Building  4

Building  3

Building  5

031

036

038

043

044

048

001

030

040

164

165

075
076

M
ill 

Bu
ild

in
g 

A

Mill Building B

002

003

004

006

007

008

009

010

011

005

012

013

014

015

016

017

018

019020

021

022

023

024

025

026

027

028

029

032

033

034

035

037

039

041

042

045

046

047

049

050

051

063

064

065

066

067

068

069

070

071

072

074

077

079

080

078

082

083

085

086
087

088

089

090

084

091

092

093

094

096

097

098

099100

101

102103

104

105

106
107

108

109

110

118

119

120

111

112

113

115

117

114

116

121

122

123

125

126

127

130

124

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138
139

140

141

142

144

143

162

163

168
169

166 167

171

172

173
187

174175

176

177

178

179

181

182

183

185

186189

180

190

191

192
193

194

195

196

197

198

199 200

321

322
323

324

325

326

327

331

332333334

335
336 337

338
339

341

342
343

344
345

346

347

348

349

351352

353 354

355

356

357

358

359

368

369

340

350

360

370

328

329

361

362

363

364

365

366

367

330

371

372
373
374

318

319

320

311

312
313

314

315

316 317

308

309

310

301

302

303

304

305 306

307

001

54

52

53 55

5657

56

59

60

61

62

81

001

001

147

148

149150

151

152

153

154

155

157
158160

159

161

Copyright/ Licencing
This Drawing
© A.R.S. Ltd

Ordnance Survey data if applicable
© Crown Copyright, all rights reserved
reproduction with permission.
Licence No. 100045420

Site Name: Former Haulage Depot 
Site, South Road, Wooler, 
Northumberland

Date: 2019
Drawn by: ICW
Scale: N/A

Title: Photograph plan, Historic Building 
Recording 2019

Key:

Photograph number

Photograph direction

Archaeological Research Services Ltd

www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com

Angel House
Portland Square
Bakewell
Derbyshire
DE45 1HB

Tel: 01629 814540

N



Former Haulage Depot Site, South Road, Wooler, Northumberland Historic Building Recording 

86 

APPENDIX 2: PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER 

Plate 
No. 

Description Scale Orientation Located on 
drawing 

File (RAW) 
No. 

Plate 1  Buildings on the former haulage depot site facing north 
west. The location of the former mill buildings is 
indicated. 

2m NW  1 

Plate 2  Buildings on the former haulage depot facing south 
west with the Peth in the background. 

2m SW  4 

Plate 3  Buildings to the north on the former haulage depot 
facing north west. 

2m NW  63 

Plate 4 Former mill buildings located to the western extents of 
the haulage site (facing west) 

W  62 

Plate 5 Former mill buildings located to the western extents of 
the haulage site (facing west). 

SW  154 

Plate 6  Oblique view of east and south elevations (facing north 
west). 

2m NW  2 

Plate 7  East elevation (facing west). 2m W  3 

Plate 8  Oblique view of doorway in east elevation (facing north 
west). 

2m NW  12 

Plate 9  Oblique view of canopy over doorway in east elevation 
(facing north west). 

2m NW  10 

Plate 10 South window in east elevation (facing west). Note the 
reinforced concrete lintel. 

2m W  6 

Plate 11  Roughly tooled ashlar and rusticated quoin detail to 
east elevation (facing north west). 

2m NW  24 

Plate 12  North window in east elevation (facing west). 2m W  13 

Plate 13  First floor window in east elevation (facing west). Note 
the stone voussoirs of a relieving arch. 

W  16 

Plate 14  Kneeler detail to north east corner of Building 1 (facing 
north west). 

NW  23 

Plate 15  Oblique view of south elevation Building 1(facing south 
west). 

2m SW  26 

Plate 16  South elevation Building 1 (facing north). Note the 
difference in the appearance of the stonework. 

N  27 

Plate 17  View of doorways in south elevation (facing  north 
west). 

2m NW  30 

Plate 18  View of doorways in south elevation (facing  north 
west). 

NW  31 

Plate 19  View of doorways in south elevation (facing  north 
west). 

2m NW  35 

Plate 20  Oblique view of south elevation (facing north east). 2m NE  37 

Plate 21  Out shut extension structure abutting west elevation of 2m N  40 
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Building 1 (facing north). 

Plate 22  View of west elevation of Building 1 (facing east). E  45 

Plate 23  Detail of stone work to south west corner of Building 1 
(facing north east). 

NE  39 

Plate 24  West elevation (facing east). E  43 

Plate 25  Blocked arched window above first floor good entrance 
(facing north east). 

NE  50 

Plate 26  Joist and beam slots (indicated) for a covered external 
staircase to the west elevation (facing north east). A 
mortared flashing line is also visible. 

2m NE  48 

Plate 27  Extension structure in front of west elevation (facing 
south east). 

2m SE  51 

Plate 29  Hallway (facing east). Scale 2m. E  166 

Plate 30  Hallway (facing south west). 2m SW  167 

Plate 31  South room (facing east). 2m E  179 

Plate 32  South room with blocked hearth (facing south east). 2m SE  178 

Plate 33  South ground floor room of (facing west). 2m W  177 

Plate 34  North room of the ground floor of Building 1 (facing 
east). Note the three light window has been bisected by 
addition of a later partition wall. 

2m E  172 

Plate 35  Hallway (facing west). 2m W  168 

Plate 36  Ground floor space (facing east). 2m E  185 

Plate 37  Ground floor space (facing north east). Note the 
blocked window aperture. 

2m NE  190 

Plate 38  Ground floor space (facing south east) with internal 
doorway to Building 2. 

2m SE  188 

Plate 39  Ground floor space of Building 1 (facing south west) 
showing sections of  internal dividing walls. 

2m SW  192 

Plate 40  Ground floor space (facing south), looking towards the 
south goods entrance. 

2m S  191 

Plate 41  Single flight of stairs to the first floor (facing east). Note 
behind the communication hatch to the adjoining 
ground floor room. 

2m E  204 

Plate 42  Rear view of the single flight of stairs adjacent the 
south personnel entrance (facing east). 

2m E  207 

Plate 43  Interior of sliding good’s doors (facing south). Note the 
timber plank flooring to the foreground. 

2m S  209 

Plate 44  Dog-leg staircase to first floor of Building 1 (facing 
west). 

2m W  211 

Plate 45  Electrical fittings adjacent dog-leg staircase to first floor 
of Building 1 (facing south). 

2m S  214 

Plate 46  Interior dividing walls (facing north east). Note the 2m NE  218 
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blocked window marking the original exterior wall of 
Building 1. 

Plate 47  Detail of brick blocked stone mullioned window (facing 
north). 

2m N  225 

Plate 48  View towards the interior of the out shut building 
(facing west). 

2m W  221 

Plate 49  Detail of out shut building window (facing north). 2m N  222 

Plate 50  General view of first floor of Building 1 (facing east). 2m E  236 

Plate 51  View of east window to first floor of Building 1 (facing 
north east). 

2m NE  232 

Plate 52  Internal detail of Venetian window to first floor of 
Building 1 (facing north east). 

2m NE  238 

Plate 53  General interior view of Building 1, first floor (facing 
south west). 

2m SW  244 

Plate 54  View of Building 1, first floor (facing north west). Scale 
2m. 

2m NW  241 

Plate 55  Roller shutter door to Building 1 first floor (facing south 
west). Scale 2m. 

2m SW  252 

Plate 56  Building 1 first floor (facing south west). 2m SW  255 

Plate 57  East elevation of Building 2 (facing west). 2m W  64 

Plate 58  South window to east elevation of Building 2 (facing 
west). 

2m W  65 

Plate 59  Vehicular entrance and north window of east elevation 
of Building 2. 

2m SW  72 

Plate 60  General view to the rear, west elevation, of Building 2 
(facing east). 

2m E  124 

Plate 61  Rear, west elevation of Building 2 showing blocked 
former entrance (facing north east). 

2m NE  125 

Plate 62  Interior of Building 2 (facing east). E  273 

Plate 63  Interior of mullioned window in Building 2 with linking 
doorway to Building 1 (facing east). 45 

2m E  289 

Plate 64  Former exterior wall of Building 1 internal to Building 2 
(facing south east). Note the blocked window. 

2m SE  286 

Plate 65  Former exterior wall of Building 1 internal to Building 2 
(facing south east). Note the blocked window. 

2m SE  264 

Plate 66  Former exterior wall of Building 1 internal to Building 2 
(facing west). Note the blocked window. 

2m W  265 

Plate 67  Former exterior wall of Building 1 internal to Building 2 
(facing south east). Note the blocked window. 

2m SE  278 

Plate 68  Former outside facing Crittal window to Building 2 
(facing north east). 

2m NE  300 

Plate 69  Interior of north elevation to Building 2 (facing north 2m NE  274 
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east). Note the blocked door. 

Plate 70  Former exterior wall of Building 1 internal to Building 2 
(facing south east). Note the blocked window. 

2m SE  279 

Plate 71  Former exterior wall of Building 1 internal to Building 2 
(facing south east). Note the blocked window. 

2m SE  291 

Plate 72  Detail of concertina door from interior of Building 2 
(facing east). 

2m E  295 

Plate 73  East elevation of linking structure, Building 3 (facing 
west). 

2m W  75 

Plate 74  Interior of east elevation of linking structure, Building 3 
(facing west). 

2m W  296 

Plate 75  Interior space of linking structure, Building 3 (facing 
east). 

2m E  283 

Plate 76  Interior of linking structure, Building 3 (facing west). 2m W  281 

Plate 77  Interior of linking structure, Building 3 (facing west). 
Note the pebble dashed and brick side walls which were 
originally exterior elevations of Buildings 2 and 4. 

2m W  302 

Plate 78  Interior of linking structure, Building 3, with previously 
outside facing window (north east). 

2m NE  307 

Plate 79  East elevation of Building 4, the largest building on the 
site (facing north west). 

2m NW  78 

Plate 80  East elevation of Building 4 (facing south west). Note 
the different configuration of the façade as it relates to 
the range of ancillary/service rooms behind. 

2m SW  80 

Plate 81  Detail of render to east elevation of Building 4 (facing 
north west). 

2m NW  91 

Plate 82  North elevation of Building 4 (facing south west). 2m SW  95 

Plate 83  West elevation of Building 4 (facing north east). 2m NE  105 

Plate 85  Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). 2m SE  373 

Plate 86  Interior of Building 4 (facing north). 2m N  361 

Plate 87  Interior of north elevation of Building 4 showing 
covered ground floor windows (facing south east). 

2m SE  367 

Plate 88  Interior of Building 4, raised office location (facing east). 2m E  368 

Plate 89  Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). 2m SE  370 

Plate 90  Interior of Building 4 office (facing east). 2m E  314 

Plate 91  Interior of Building 4, office (facing south east). 2m SE  313 

Plate 92  Interior of Building 4 (facing north west). 2m NW  311 

Plate 93  Interior of Building 4, W.C. (facing south). 2m S  320 

Plate 94  Interior of Building 4 W.C. (facing south). 2m S  319 

Plate 95  Interior of Building 4 (facing south east). Note the 
blocked windows to the interior wall. 

2m SE  322 
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Plate 96  Interior of Building 4 (facing south). 2m S  340 

Plate 97  Interior of Building 4, workshop (facing south east). 2m SE  344 

Plate 98  Building 5 (facing south east). Scale 2m. 2m SE  116 

Plate 99  Building 5 (facing south west). Scale 2m. 2m SW  118 

Plate 
100 

 Building 5, W.C. (facing north east). Scale 2m. 2m NE  121 

Plate 
101 

 Former mill buildings, Building A, with door and window 
apertures depicted. 

2m W  154 

Plate 
102 

 Former mill buildings, Building A, detail of blocked 
window to south elevation. Scale 0.5 

0.5m W  153 

Plate 
103 

 Former mill buildings to north, Building A, detail of 
blocked window to south elevation. 

2m W  81 

Plate 
104 

 Former Mill Building A, detail of blocked window to 
remaining south elevation. 

2m N  59 

Plate 
105 

 Collapsed interior of Building A. 2m NW  60 

Plate 
106 

 Former Mill building B  to south (facing south west). 
North and internal dividing wall shown. 

2m SW  52 

Plate 
107 

 Former mill buildings to south (facing west). 
Construction break evident between the east and west 
building indicated. 

2m W  150 

Plate 
109 

 Former mill buildings to south, detail of north aspect 
window (facing south). 

2m S  54 

Plate 
110 

 Dressed quoin stone door jamb (facing south).  0.5m S  152 

Plate 
111 

 Interior of former Mill Building B (facing west). Note, 
the internal dividing wall with door and fire brick for 
chimney flue. 

2m W  56 
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commissioned to undertake a historic building recording of the Former 
Redpath's Haulage Depot and Yard, 30 South Road, Wooler, 
Northumberland, NE71 6NJ. This scheme of works relates to the proposed 
development which involves the erection of mixed use buildings comprising 
the Ad Gefrin Distillery, gift shop, café/restaurant and visitor centre plus 
parking and landscaping. The historic building recording provides a 
descriptive, drawn and photographic record of the Former Haulage Depot 
site's buildings.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This scheme of works relates to the proposed development at the Former
Haulage Depot and Yard, 30 South Road, Wooler, Northumberland, NE71 6NJ which
involves the erection of mixed use buildings comprising Distillery, gift shop,
café/restaurant and visitor centre plus parking and landscaping.

1.2 Planning permission has been granted for the proposed development
(Application Ref. No. 18/03870/FUL). Condition 35 of the planning permission
requires archaeology investigation and recording as follows.

“35 A programme of archaeological work is required in accordance with NCC 
Conservation Team (NCCCT) Site Specific Requirements document (dated 
05/12/2018) and Historic England's 2016 Guidance document 'Understanding 
Historic Buildings. A Guide to Good Recording Practice'. The archaeological 
scheme shall comprise three stages of work. Each stage shall be completed and 
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority before it can be discharged. 

a) No development or archaeological mitigation shall commence on site until a
written scheme of investigation based on NCCCT Site Specific Requirements and
Historic England 'Understanding Historic Buildings' documents have been
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

b) The archaeological recording scheme required by NCCCT Site Specific
Requirements and Historic England Understanding Historic Buildings documents
must be completed in accordance with the approved written scheme of
investigation.

c) The programme of analysis, reporting, publication and archiving if required by
NCCCT Standards and Site Specific Requirements and Historic England 
'Understanding Historic Buildings' documents must be completed in accordance 
with the approved written scheme of investigation.” 

1.3 Guidance has been provided by Sarah Winlow, Northumberland
Conservation’s Assistant County Archaeologist, that a historic building recording of
the former steam laundry building is required prior to demolition taking place. This
should be a Level 2 recording in accordance with Understanding Historic Buildings
(Historic England 2016).

1.4 This document comprises a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) confirming
the nature of the historic building recording to be undertaken by ARS Ltd at the
Former Haulage Depot and Yard, Wooler, Northumberland in accordance with the
guidance provided by Northumberland Conservation’s Assistant County 
Archaeologist.

1.5 The aim of the programme of works is, in line with the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) paragraph 189 (MHCLG 2019, 56), to record and enhance
understanding of the significance of any heritage assets to be lost during the
proposed development in a manner proportionate to their importance, and to make
this evidence (and any archived generated) publically accessible.
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2 BACKGROUND 

2.1 Site Location and Geology 

2.1.1 The proposed development site is the Former Haulage Depot and Yard, 30
South Road, Wooler, Northumberland, NE71 6NJ. The site is situated to the east side
of Wooler on the west side of Wooler Water and immediately to the north side of
Wooler Bridge and The Peth. The site consists of a large expanse of flat ground
presently occupied by several centrally-placed buildings surrounded by tarmac and
levelled ground, with the remains of earlier buildings located in the south-west
corner of the site. The site is bounded to the north by Wooler Fire Station, to the
east by South Street, to the south by The Peth and to the west by the steep slope of
Tower Bank. The site is centred at NGR NT 9940 2794 (Figure 1).

2.1.2 The underlying geology of the site consists of Ballagan Formation –
Sandstone, Siltstone And Dolomitic Limestone – formed in the Carboniferous Period.
The site is overlain with Alluvium – Clay, Silt, Sand and Gravel – formed during the
Quaternary period (BGS 2019).

2.2 Historical and Archaeological Background 

2.2.1 The buildings at the base of Tower Bank in the south-west corner of the site
are the remains of a fulling and dye mill which could date back to at least the 17th 
century. These comprise the former water-powered dye mill and mill keeper’s 
cottage.

2.2.2 By the early 19th century the site is recorded as a bleach field. The Wooler 
Steam Laundry was constructed in the centre of the site between 1897 and 1898 by
charitable donation of Countess Tankerville. It was transferred to the Salvation Army
in 1903 and operated until 1920. Garages and workshops associated with the road
haulage business, egg packing business and farm supplies businesses that were
subsequently established were added in the 20th century.  

3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

3.1 Regional Research Aims and Objectives 

3.1.1 The North-East Regional Research Framework for the Historic Environment 
(NERRF) (Petts and Gerrard 2006) recognises that, regarding the Post-Medieval key
research priorities, these include for PMii. Industrialisation “What is the effect of
industrialisation on settlement patterns? This needs to be broken down
chronologically; 16th/17th century industrialisation is very different to 18th/19th 
century industrialisation” (Petts and Gerrard 2006, 183) and for PMiv. Chronology
“Despite excellent historical records and a large quantity of highly diagnostic 
material culture there are still gaps in our chronological understanding of the period,
particularly in the dating of buildings” (Petts and Gerrard 2006, 186).
Recommendations for Settlement and urbanism include: “SU21. The possibility for
heritage-led urban regeneration projects should be explored, combining a drive for
economic renewal with the opportunity for conservation-led research” (Petts and
Gerrard 2006, 207). The historic building recording for the proposed Ad Gefrin
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Distillery development will assist in addressing these key research priorities and
recommendation.

3.2 Historic Building Recording Aim and Objectives 

3.2.1 The aim of the building recording is to provide a basic descriptive and visual
photographic record of the former dye mill and Wooler Steam Laundry buildings
which provides an account of the origins, development and use of the buildings.

3.2.2 The objectives of the building recording are as follows.

 To produce a formal description of the buildings, including their floor plan,
elevations, roof structure, flooring, internal layout and spaces, detailing, form
and fabric, and evidence for phasing and development.

 To produce a full visual photographic record with photographic scales of the
exterior and interior of the buildings with all photographs descriptively
captioned and cross referenced to a plan(s) clearly showing the viewing
position, direction and photographic image reference.

 To produce an account of the buildings’ origins, development and use.

4 HISTORICAL BUILDING RECORDING 

4.1 Coverage 

4.1.1 The former Wooler Steam Laundry buildings are the subject of the proposed
development. It is also proposed in the near future to stabilise and conserve the dye
mill. The exterior and interior of the former dye mill and Wooler Steam Laundry
buildings and associated structural remains will therefore be recorded to the
equivalent of Historic England’s (2016) Understanding Historic Buildings – A guide to 
good recording practice Level 2 standard.

4.2 Methodology  

4.2.1 All aspects of the building recording will be conducted according to the
guidelines in Understanding Historic Buildings – A guide to good recording practice
by Historic England (2016) and the Chartered Institute for Archaeologist (CIfA) Code 
of Conduct (2014) and The Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Building 
Recording (2019).

4.2.2 Information in the archaeological building assessment (Wooler 2010) will be
drawn on to place the buildings in their historical context and to provide an overall 
interpretation and phasing of the buildings based on documents and historic
mapping. In addition, historic photographs and other related information concerning
the history, development and use of the site held by Fergusons Blyth Ltd and from
other sources (e.g. Fairnington & Miket 2004), including when the site was used as a
road haulage business, should be consulted.

4.2.3 The archaeologist on-site will carefully examine all parts of the buildings prior
to the commencement of the photographic and drawn recording, in order to identify
all features relevant to original and later use. As part of this exercise, the
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archaeologist on site will produce written observations (e.g. on phasing; on detailing, 
on building function), sufficient to permit the preparation of a report on the 
structures identified. Each external wall or internal space should be examined 
individually and the results of that examination noted in a systematic fashion. These 
site records will be adequate to allow a full architectural and archaeological 
description of the building to be included in the subsequent report, as a walk around 
and through each building, starting with setting, then progressing to all sides of the 
structure in sequence, and finally to the interior from the ground floor up. 

4.2.4 The photographic record will cover the following as a minimum. 

 Photographs of the interior (including all internal rooms), exterior and setting
of the buildings. A two metre ranging rod will be included in a selection of 
general shots in order that the scale of all elements of the building can be 
sufficiently established. 

 The buildings’ external appearance is to be recorded. Typically a series of
oblique views will show all external elevations of the structure and give an 
overall impression of size and shape. Where an individual elevation 
embodies complex historical information or have been conceived as formal 
compositions, views at right angles to the plane of the elevation may also 
be appropriate. 

 Photographs of any internal or external detail, structural or decorative, which
is relevant to the buildings’ design, development or use over time and 
which does not show adequately on general views. 

 Photographs of any internal or external fixtures, fittings or machinery or
evidence of its former existence relevant to the buildings’ use or 
development.  

 Copies of any dates, decorative detail, masons’ marks, historic graffiti or
inscriptions present in the buildings and illustrating its development/use. 

4.2.5 High resolution digital photographs will be taken using a Nikon L810 (16 
megapixels). Where possible, photographs will include a graduated scale and 
cameras will be mounted on tripods for extra stability. Details of the photographs 
will be recorded on pro-forma index sheets, which include location, subject and 
orientation. 

4.2.6 The building recording drawn record will include the following. 

 Site location plan at a suitable scale (preferably indicating the position of the
site within the country, within the county and a clear plan of the precise 
location/outline of the building e.g. 1:50). 

 A plan indicating the position and orientation of photographs/images
included in the report. 
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4.3 Report 

4.3.1 Within two months of the completion of the building recording, ARS Ltd will 
produce a report which will include the following as a minimum. 

 Non-technical executive summary. 

 Introductory statement. 

 Aims and purpose of the project. 

 Methodology. 

 Precise location of buildings, by name or street number, civil parish, town and 
National Grid reference. 

 The date when the record was made, the names of the recorders and the 
archive content/character and location. 

 A note of any relevant statutory designations. 

 A discussion of the buildings’ form, function, date, and sequence of 
development and significance, together with a discussion of the names of 
architects, builders, patrons and owners if known. This will include a note of 
any evidence for demolished structures or removed plant associated with the 
building. 

 An architectural and archaeological description of the buildings will be 
produced. 

 An analytical account of past and present uses of the buildings and areas of 
the buildings.  

 Discussion and conclusions. 

 References. 

 Statement of intent regarding publication. 

 Supporting data – tabulated or in appendices. 

 A register of photographs taken. 

 Confirmation of archive transfer arrangements. 

 A copy of the WSI and OASIS form. 

4.3.2 The report illustrations will contain the following as a minimum. 

 A location map at not less than 1:2500. 

 A site plan at not less than 1:500. 

 Photographs used to illustrate all key points and a complete set of site 
drawings, at an appropriate scale, executed to publication standard. 

 The photographic record plan(s) will also be included. 
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 Relevant historic photographs from the use of the site as Wooler Steam
Laundry and the road haulage business

 In addition to those photographs used as illustrations, a complete set of all
photographs, excluding duplications, will be included with the digital copy of
the report and referenced as necessary.

4.3.3 The report should be produced in a format that would enable figures,
illustrations and summary text to be included in publically-accessible interpretive
displays.

4.3.4 A digital copy of the report in PDF/A format will be deposited with the
Northumberland Historic Environment Record (HER). A copy of the report will be
uploaded as part of the OASIS record (see section 4.5.5 below) for online access via
the Archaeological Data Service.

4.4 Archive Deposition 

4.4.1 A paper archive, which will consist of all primary written documents, plans,
sections and photographs, will be prepared by ARS Ltd and submitted to the suitable
repository, in this instance the Great North Museum, in a format agreed in
discussion with Northumberland Conservation’s Assistant County Archaeologist and
the Curator. This is in line with the Museums of Derbyshire (2016) Procedures for the 
Deposition of Archaeological Archives from Derbyshire at Derbyshire Record Office.

4.4.2 High resolution digital photographs would, in discussion with
Northumberland Conservation’s Assistant County Archaeologist, be submitted to the
Archaeological Data Service (ADS) digital archive repository with the associated
photographic registers and metadata. The digital archive will be prepared in line with
current best practice outlined in Archaeology Data Service/Digital Antiquity Guides 
to Good Practice (ADS/Digital Antiquity 2011).

4.4.3 Copyright on the deposited material will either be assigned to the archive, or
the archive will be licensed to use the material, in perpetuity; this licence would
allow the archive to reproduce material, including for use by third parties, with the
copyright owner suitably acknowledged.

4.4.4 At the start of work (immediately before fieldwork commences) an OASIS
online record http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ will be initiated and key fields
completed on Details, Location and Creators forms. All parts of the OASIS online
form will be completed for submission to the HER. This will include an uploaded .pdf
version of the entire report (a paper copy will also be included within the archive).

4.4.5 Written confirmation of the archive transfer arrangements, including a date
(confirmed or projected) for the transfer, will be included as part of the final report.

4.4.6 Northumberland Conservation’s Assistant County Archaeologist will be
notified of the final deposition of the archive.

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/
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5 MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS 

5.1 The Northumberland Conservation Assistant County Archaeologist will be 
responsible for monitoring the historic building recording. Ideally, at least 7 days’ 
notice of the commencement of fieldwork will be given by ARS Ltd to 
Northumberland Conservation’s Assistant County Archaeologist in order that 
arrangements for monitoring the work may be made. 

Assistant County Archaeologist 
Northumberland Conservation 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
Tel: 01670 622655 

5.2 The client will afford reasonable access to Northumberland Conservation’s 
Assistant County Archaeologist, or their representative, for the purpose of 
monitoring the archaeological works. ARS Ltd will liaise with Northumberland 
Conservation’s Assistant County Archaeologist at regular intervals throughout the 
course of the work. 

6 TIMETABLE, STAFFING AND RESOURCES 

6.1 The timetable for the on-site historic building recording work, production of 
the interim report on the historic building descriptions, production of the final report 
and deposition of the archive is as follows.  

Task Commencement date Completion date 

Historical building recording on-
site 

16th October 2019 16th October 2019 

Historical building recording 
interim report  

21st October 2019 31st October 2019 

Historical building recording final 
report 

4th November 2019 24th January 2020 

Historical building recording 
archive 

27th January 2020 28th March 2020 

6.2 The Project Manager for the archaeological works will be Dr Robin Holgate 
MCIfA, General Manager at ARS Ltd. The historic building recording will be carried 
out by Dr Ian Wyre of ARS Ltd.  

7 GENERAL ITEMS 

7.1 Health and Safety 

7.1.1 All work will be carried out in accordance with The Health and Safety at Work 
Act 1973. Specific health and safety policies existing for all our workplaces and all 
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staff employed will be made aware of the policy and any relevant issues. The 
particular risks involved with this project will be assessed, recorded and relevant 
mitigation measures put in place as part of a full risk assessment, which will be 
compiled in advance of fieldwork and will be read and signed by all on-site 
operatives. ARS Ltd retains Citation as its health and safety consultants and the 
appointed Health and Safety Officer for the company is Tony Brennan. 

7.2 Insurance Cover 

7.2.1 ARS Ltd has full insurance cover for employee liability (£10 million) public 
liability (£5 million), professional indemnity (£5 million) and all-risks cover. 

7.3 Community Engagement and Outreach 

7.3.1 Any opportunities for engaging the local community in the historic building 
recording should be sought, for example a guided site tour and/or dissemination of 
information via the client and/or ARS Ltd’s website, social media and local media.  

7.4  Publication and dissemination 

7.4.1 If significant archaeological remains are recorded, a summary of the project 
with, if appropriate, selected drawings, illustrations and photographs will be 
submitted within 2 years of the completion of the project to an appropriate 
archaeological journal for publication (e.g. Archaeology in Northumberland) and, 
potentially, other appropriate publications. 

7.5  Changes to the Written Scheme of Investigation 

7.5.1 Changes to the approved methodology or programme of works will only be 
made with prior written approval of Northumberland Conservation’s Assistant 
County Archaeologist. 

7.6 Publicity and Copyright 

7.6.1 Any publicity will be handled by the client. ARS Ltd will retain the copyright of 
all documentary and photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent 
Act (1988). 
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