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This document reports the findings of an archaeological evaluation undertaken by Archaeological Research
Services Ltd, commissioned by Gentoo Homes, on the site of Chaffinch Road, Castletown, Sunderland.
Four evaluation trenches were opened up across the site. The trenches were positioned to avoid known services
in the area.

Mention should be made that during the time of the excavations the weather in the area was very poor, the
ground having a starting coverage of snow from around 0.20m deep. Continual snow made recording of the
site difficult. However, sufficient information was gathered to fulfil the criteria laid out in the specification
provided by the Tyne and Wear Archaeological Officer.

There were no archaeological features, deposits, buried land surfaces or small finds located within the
trenches. The lack of archaeology is likely due to the former land use of the site. The area had been previously
occupied by terraced housing and the land levelled prior to construction. It was evident from the trenches that
the level of demolition penetrated the natural clay and any archaeological remains which may have existed
here will have been damaged or destroyed. The former allotment area to the south of the site has also been
extensively disturbed in order to utilise the land. The various services in the area will also have damaged or
removed any archaeological remains which may have existed below the road surfaces.
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1.  Introduction

1.1 In December 2009 Archaeological Research Services Ltd were commissioned by Gentoo
Homes, to undertake an archaeological evaluation on the site of Chaffinch Road,
Castletown, Sunderland. The purpose of the evaluation is to inform the presence or absence
of archaeological remains prior to the development of the site.

Fig. 1 General location map of the development site.

2. Location and Geology

2.1. The development site comprises a former allotment area and a recently demolished
residential area to the south of Chaffinch Road in Castletown (NZ 3611 5824). The site is
situated less than 50m north of the �Wessington Way� (A1231) and approximately 300m
north of the River Wear. The former allotment area comprises a derelict triangular plot of
land, while the former area of terraced housing is demolished.

© Archaeological Research Services Ltd
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2.2. The solid geology of the proposed development area consists of Magnesian Limestone with
Carboniferous Coal Measures (British Geological Survey 1:625,000 digital data). The
overlying deposits are Boulder Clay with Alluvial Sands and Gravels along the river valley.

3. HISTORICAL  AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

3.1. An archaeological desk based assessment has been produced (Archaeological Services
University of Durham, August 2009) which outlines the historic background of the site. The
assessment concluded that the site lies close to Hylton Castle and Chapel (just over 500m
north-west), which are protected as a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM 32074). The
development area is thought to lie within the grounds of the castle in the Medieval period.
The site was used for agriculture until the late 20th century when terraced houses were
constructed. The southern portion of the site, which is now allotments, has never been
developed and so archaeological deposits has the potential to survive on the site.

4.  Aims and Objectives

4.1 The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to gather sufficient information to establish
the extent, condition, character and date of any archaeological features and deposits within
the area of proposed development, and to record any features or deposits at an appropriate
level.

5.  Methodology

5.1 The archaeological evaluation comprised four trenches (Fig. 2). The trench locations were
determined based upon the results found in the desk-based assessment (Archaeological
Services University of Durham, August 2009) and the locations of known services and
restraints on the site. Trench 1 measured 30m in length by 2m in width. Trench 2 measured
15m in length by 2m in width. Trench 3 measured 20m long by 2m in width and Trench 4
measured 35m long by 2m in width.

5.2 The trenches were opened by machine using a toothless ditching bucket in level spits until
the natural level was reached, at which point the trenches were examined and cleaned by
hand. All machine excavation was carried out under careful archaeological supervision.

5.5 The deposits were recorded according to the normal principles of stratigraphic excavation.
Each context was recorded on pro-forma records which included the following: character and
contextual relationships; detailed description (dimensions and shape; soil components, colour,
texture and consistency); interpretation and phasing as well as cross-references to the drawn,
photographic and finds registers.

5.6 Each trench was planned at 1:50. Trench sides were also drawn in section at a scale of 1:20.
All deposits and the base of each trench were levelled and heights are expressed in metres
above Ordnance Datum.

5.7 A photographic record was maintained including photographs of each trench. All images
were taken in black and white print, colour print and digital format, and contain a graduated
photographic scale.
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6.  Evaluation Results

6.1. Weather conditions during the excavations at Castletown were very poor. Heavy snow and
ice for the duration of the evaluation made recording and cleaning difficult particularly in
trenches 1 & 2 as outlined below. The site was initially covered in snow roughly 0.20m
deep. The north side of the site was also waterlogged and rapidly filled with water during
the excavation process.

6.1 Trench 1 (Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6)

6.1.1 Trench 1 measured 30m x 2m at its base. The trench was located to the north west of the
study area and was orientated north-south. A layer of grassed over dark brown/ black (10yr
2/1) backfill (001) which existed to a depth of 0.6m in the northern end of the trench and
0.25m in the southern end was recorded. The backfill (001) consisted of building debris
including bricks, concrete, plastics and glass which were remnants of the recently
demolished modern housing estate that previously occupied the site. Directly underlying the
backfill layer (001) was natural orange/ brown (10yr 6/8) clay (002) which continued
beyond the depth of excavation

6.1.2 Flooding began in this trench upon completion of the excavation. Sufficient time was
available to clean and view the base of the trench, but it subsequently flooded to a depth of
between 0.20m and 0.10m, which promptly froze and was covered with snow.

6.2 Trench 2 (Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7)

6.2.1 Trench 2 measured approximately 15m x 2m at its base and was located to the east of
Trench 1 and orientated north-south. A layer of dark brown/ black (10yr 2/1) backfill (001)
which existed to a depth of 1.5m was recorded. Directly underlying the backfill (001) was a
layer of natural orange/ brown (10yr 6/8) clay (002) which continued beyond the depth of
excavation. Situated four meters from the northern edge of the trench was a 2m wide
concrete slab lined with brick which appeared to hold a sewage pipe, so was left in situ.

6.2.2. Excavation began in the north of the trench. When the depth got below 0.40m the trench
began to rapidly fill with water so an attempt was made to build a dam to stem the flow of
water. Once past the sewage pipe (004) the excavation continued but the flow of water
became too great so excavation of the trench was abandoned at 15m length. During the
excavation the base of the trench was monitored and no archaeological features were
revealed. However, the trench filled rapidly with water and therefore recording of the
trench was limited.

6.3 Trench 3 (Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5 & 8)

6.3.1 Trench 3 measured 20m x 2m at its base and was located within the former allotment area
of the site and was orientated east � west. A layer of dark brown/ black (10yr 3/2) made
ground (003) which contained backfill material, including wood, glass and other remnants
of the former allotment was recorded. The made ground (003) existed to depths between
0.67m and 0.70m and directly overlay natural orange/ brown (10yr 6/8) clay (002).

6.4. Trench 4 (Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5 & 9)
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6.4.1. Trench 4 measured 35m x 2m at its base and was located within the former allotment area
of the site. Positioned south of Trench 3 it was orientated north � south. A layer of dark
brown/ black (10yr 3/2) made ground (003) which contained backfill material, including
wood, glass and other remnants of the former allotment was recorded. The made ground
(003) existed to depths between 0.60m and 0.70m and directly overlay natural orange/
brown (10yr 6/8) clay (002).

7.  Discussion

7.1 There were no archaeological features, deposits, buried land surfaces or small finds located
within the trenches. The lack of archaeology is likely due to the former land use of the site.
The area had been previously occupied by terraced housing and the land levelled prior to
construction. It was evident from the trenches that the level of demolition penetrated the
natural clay level and any archaeology which may have existed here will have been damaged
or destroyed. The former allotment area to the south of the site has also been extensively
disturbed in order to utilise the land. The various services in the area will also have damaged
or removed any archaeological remains which may have existed below the road surfaces.

8.  Conclusions

8.1. During the evaluation no archaeological evidence was found of a Medieval settlement or
extension of the grounds of Hylton Castle. Previous groundworks and site use are
considered to have destroyed any potential archaeological remains evidence in the area.

9.  Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright

9.1. Any publicity will be handled by the client.

9.2.      Archaeological Research Services Ltd will retain the copyright of all documentary and
photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act (1988).

10.  Statement of Indemnity

10.1 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works undertaken
are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional standards. No
responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for any errors of fact or
opinion resulting from data supplied by any third party, or for loss or other consequence
arising from decisions or actions made upon the basis of facts or opinions expressed in any
such report(s), howsoever such facts and opinions may have been derived.
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Fig. 6 Trench 1                                                                     Fig. 7 Trench 2 flooded with central sewage pipe

Fig. 8 Trench 3                                                                            Fig. 9 Trench 4
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APPENDIX II: REGISTERS

Context Register
Context No. Trench Description

001 1, 2 Backfill of housing debris
002 1, 2, 3, 4 Natural clay
003 3, 4 Made ground of allotment
004 2 Sewage pipe

Levels Register
Level No. Bench mark Level aOD

1 26.2 26
2 26.2 25.1
3 26.2 25.45
4 26.2 25.9
5 26.2 25.3
6 26.2 24.62
7 26.2 24.6
8 26.2 25.3
9 26.2 25.2
10 26.2 24.6
11 26.2 24.1
12 26.2 24.8
13 26.2 24.6
14 26.2 26.1

© Archaeological Research Services Ltd
13



                                                                  An Archaeological Evaluation at Land South of Chaffinch Road, Sunderland

APPENDIX III: HARRIS MATRIX
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