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Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Mansell Construction Services Ltd to undertake a 
sample investigative archaeological watching brief during groundworks at the proposed Simulator 
Training Buildings, RAF Brize Norton, Carterton, Oxford shire, (NGR 428645 206451 ). 

Though the proposal is 'Permitted Development' and therefore requires no planning permission 
Mansell requested an archaeological watching brief to be undertaken to ensure anything of 
archaeological interest was recorded during the works. 

Initial ground reduction was observed in the eastern part of the site and some excavation for 
foundation trenches and pads was observed in the western part of the site; no archaeological 
features were recorded. As a significant proportion of the development area had been observed , 
the low archaeological potential of the site was considered to be confirmed and therefore the 
watching brief was concluded. 

The watching brief was undertaken in January 2013. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 

1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Mansell Construction Services Ltd (the 
Client) to undertake an archaeological watching brief during groundworks at the proposed 
Simulator Training Buildings, RAF Brize Norton, Carterton, Oxfordshire, (hereafter the 
'Site'), centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) 428645 206451 (Figure 1). 

1.1.2 West Oxfordshire District Council considered the proposal for a Simulator Building to be 
'Permitted Development' and therefore no planning permission was required . 
Nevertheless, the client requested an archaeological watching brief was undertaken to 
ensure anything of archaeological interest was recorded during the works. 

1.1.3 The watching brief was undertaken between 141h-301h January 2012. 

1.2 TheSite 

1.2.1 The Site is situated at RAF Brize Norton, on the southern fringes of Carterton 
approximately 6.5km west of Witney in West Oxfordshire. It is positioned in the centre of 
the RAF base and is bounded to the north by Argosy Road, to the west by Devon Place 
and to the south and east by buildings associated with the base (Figure 1). 

1.2.2 The Site occupies a relatively flat area at approximately 87m above Ordnance Datum 
(aOD), though the Site does slope slightly downwards towards the east. A number of 
buildings and other structures formerly occupied the Site and were demolished as part of 
this project. 

1.2.3 The British Geological Survey map for the area (1 :50,000 Solid and Drift Series) indicates 
that the underlying geology of the Site consists of Cornbrash. 

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

2.1.1 Although there are no recorded archaeological sites within the development area, a 
background of archaeological features and finds are located to the north and east of the 
Site and recorded on the Oxfordshire Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), and may 
indicate prehistoric and later activity in the immediate area. 

2.1.2 An Iron Age settlement (OX157) and Saxon cemetery (OX 1498 and 1499) are recorded 
in the vicinity, along with a number of prehistoric worked flints (OX 5461) a Neolithic Axe 
(OX 15810) and Romano-British (OX 4248) and medieval (OX2279) pottery sherds. 

2.1.3 Within the base itself to the east of the Site, the Marsh Haddon Deserted Medieval Village 
is recorded which covered approximately a hectare. 
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3.1 
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3.1.2 
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The airfield itself was established in 1935 and officially opened on 131h August 1937. The 
Station was used for various forms of flying training until July 1942, when it became the 
home of the Heavy Glider Conversion Unit (HGCU), later renamed No 21 HGCU, which 
remained at RAF Brize Norton until 31 December 1945. 

Between March and October 1944 Brize Norton airfield was used as a base for parachute 
and glider operations by Nos. 296 and 297 Squadrons, both equipped with Albemarles. 
These squadrons were used for D-Day landings in June 1944, the assault on Arnhem in 
September 1944 and contributed to the war-time supply lines. 

The USAF formally accepted control of RAF Brize Norton in 1951 until on 1 April 1965 the 
Royal Air Force took back control of RAF Brize Norton and it became a Transport 
Command airfield. New hangars were constructed, and the base was home to Nos 10, 53, 
99 and 511 Squadrons. Early in 1972, the Station became part of No 46 Group, Strike 
Command and, in October 1975, became part of No 38 Group, Strike Command. Tactical 
support for combat rather than Cold-war deterrence was provided by the base during the 
Falklands conflict in 1982 and subsequently during the First Gulf War in 1991. 

METHODOLOGY 

Aims and objectives 

The objective of the watching brief was to establish within the constraints of the agreed 
strategy the presence or absence, location, extent, date, character, condition, and depth 
of any surviving remains which may be affected by the proposed development. 

In particular the watching brief aimed to clarify the impact upon the archaeological 
significance of any groundworks necessary for the construction of the new development 
and ensure its preservation by record . 

3.2 Watching brief methodology 

3.2.1 The full detailed methodology of the archaeological works was set out in a Written 
Scheme of Investigation (WA 2013), and is summarised below. 

3.2.2 A strip, map and sample investigative watching brief was undertaken when groundworks 
commenced within the footprint of the building. This was particularly focused on the 
western third of the Site which had seen less disturbance from previous structures. The 
watching brief ceased when a significant proportion of the groundworks had been seen 
with no archaeological features observed. 

3.2.3 All archaeological deposits were recorded using Wessex Archaeology's pro forma record 
sheets with a unique numbering system for individual contexts. Archaeological features 
and deposits were hand-drawn at either 1:10 or 1 :20 as appropriate. Monitored works 
were located using data provided by the client and referenced to OS mapping. 

3.2.4 A full photographic record was compiled using digital images. The record illustrates both 
the detail and the general context of the principal features, finds excavated, and the Site 
as a whole. Digital images have been subject to a managed quality control and curation 
process which has embedded appropriate metadata within the image and ensures the 
long term accessibility of the image set. 

3.2.5 A unique site code 88470 was allocated to the Site, and was used on all records and 
finds. 
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Best practice 
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The watching brief was carried out in accordance with the relevant guidance given in the 
Institute for Archaeologist's Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs 
(lfA 2008). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS 

In the western third of the Site there was the opportunity to observe the initial ground 
reduction onto the top of the underlying limestone cornbrash (Figure 1). No 
archaeological features were observed though there were several irregular small features 
concluded to be of natural origin. 

In the eastern part of the Site the initial reduction had already been completed and the 
ground then covered with a protective layer of stone therefore the initial part of the 
foundation excavations was observed (Figure 1). In addition to several modern service 
trenches a possible linear feature was observed. However the deposit within this was a 
very homogeneous mid red clay and the edges of the feature were slightly irregular and 
diffuse suggesting that this is more likely a natural feature. Another feature concluded to 
be of natural origin with a similar deposit was also observed. 

As a significant proportion of the Site had been observed and no archaeological features 
found, the low archaeological potential of the Site was considered to be confirmed and 
therefore the watching brief ceased. 

The general stratigraphic sequence observed comprised 0.20m of a mid red-brown topsoil 
overlying 0.15m of a mid red clay subsoil which in term overlay the cornbrash. However, 
in some areas the cornbrash was directly below tarmac or modern disturbed ground and 
the subsoil was not always present beneath the topsoil. 

STORAGE AND CURATION 

It is recommended that the project archive resulting from the excavation be deposited with 
the Oxfordshire County Museum. The Museum has agreed in principle to accept the 
project archive on completion of the project, under the accession code OXCMS: 2013.18. 

The complete site archive, which will include paper records, photographic records and 
graphics, will be prepared following the standard conditions for the acceptance of 
excavated archaeological material by Oxfordshire County Museum, and in general 
following nationally recommended guidelines (Walker 1990; SMA 1995; Richards and 
Robinson 2000; Brown 2007). 

An OASIS online record http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/projects/oasis/ will be initiated and key 
fields completed on Details, Location and Creators Forms. All appropriate parts of the 
OASIS online form will be completed for submission to the AHBR. This will include an 
uploaded .pdf version of the entire report (a paper copy will also be included with the 
archive). 

Copyright 

This report may contain material that is non-Wessex Archaeology copyright (e.g. 
Ordnance Survey, British Geological Survey, Crown Copyright), or the intellectual property 
of third parties, which we are able to provide for limited reproduction under the terms of 
our own copyright licences, but for which copyright itself is non-transferrable by Wessex 
Archaeology. You are reminded that you remain bound by the conditions of the Copyright, 
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Designs and Patents Act 1988 with regard to multiple copying and electronic 
dissemination of the report. 

5.3 Security Copy 

5.3.1 In line with current best practice, on completion of the project a security copy of the paper 
records will be prepared, in the form of microfilm. The master jackets and one diazo copy 
of the microfilm will be submitted to the National Archaeological Record (English 
Heritage), a second diazo copy will be deposited with the paper records, and a third diazo 
copy will be retained by Wessex Archaeology. Alternatively, the security copy may be in 
the form of a pdf file. 
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