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Summary 
Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Bristol Water to undertake an archaeological watching 
brief along the c.280m long Route of a proposed new water pipeline in the vicinity of Axbridge, 
Somerset centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) 343450 154190. 

The watching brief was carried out between 31st of July and 3rd of October 2013.  

The watching brief was maintained along the line of the Route during the excavation of a c. 0.70m 
wide easement for the removal of topsoil followed by the excavation of a c.0.30m wide pipe trench 
to a depth of c.1.0m in total depth. No archaeological features or deposits were identified during 
the course of the watching brief and a small quantity of post-medieval and modern pottery sherds 
were recovered, but not retained. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Project background 
1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Bristol Water to undertake an archaeological 

watching brief along the route of a proposed water pipeline in the vicinity of Axbridge, 
Somerset centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) 343450 154190 (hereafter ‘the 
Route’, Figure 1 site location). 

1.1.2 The Route of the proposed scheme comprised the installation of a c. 280m long 125mm 
HPPE water main. This will join an existing connection at the south-eastern edge of 
Axbridge with a c.85m long 355mm PE water main at the Bristol Water pumping Station 
located on the north western edge of Cheddar Reservoir. 

1.1.3 A desk-based assessment for the scheme was completed by Wessex Archaeology (WA 
2013a) which identified no overriding cultural heritage constraints likely to prohibit the 
proposed works. The DBA suggested that archaeological monitoring of the excavation of 
the pipe trench via an archaeological watching brief may constitute a satisfactory 
mitigation strategy. 

1.1.4 Following consultation with the planning archaeologist at Somerset County Council (SCC), 
it was recommended that an archaeological watching brief should be maintained 
throughout all groundworks that may have an impact on any archaeological remains that 
are revealed, so that they can be appropriately recorded. 

1.1.5 A written scheme of investigation (WA 2013b) setting out the methodologies and 
standards that would be employed by Wessex Archaeology in order to undertake the 
watching brief, was submitted to and approved by the planning archaeologist at Somerset 
County Council prior to the commencement of any works at the Site.  

2 SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
2.1.1 The Route is located between the south-eastern edge of the town of Axbridge and the 

north-western bank of Cheddar reservoir in Somerset, approximately 2.5km to the north-
west of Cheddar town centre. 

2.1.2 The Route follows a staggered course from the southern end of Knightstone Close, to the 
south, turning to the east along a boundary between the residential area to the north and 
an agricultural field to the south. The route continues to the south along the eastern edge 
of an extant field boundary dividing two agricultural fields, before turning to the east to 
enter land owned by Bristol Water surrounding the north-western edge of Cheddar 
Reservoir and the pumping station in that location. 

2.1.3 The Route is located within a relatively flat area of land at an elevation of approximately 
10-12m above Ordnance Datum (aOD). 
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2.1.4 The underlying geology of the Route is mapped as Triassic mudstone and halite-stone of 
the Mercia Mudstone Group, overlain by head deposits of clay, silt, sand and gravel 
formed in the Quaternary Period (British Geological Survey). 

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
3.1 Introduction 
3.1.1 A DBA was prepared for the Route (WA 2013a), which set out its archaeological and 

historical background, along with its archaeological potential and the impact that the 
proposed development may have on any surviving archaeological remains. 

3.1.2 The DBA established that there is an archaeological interest within the Site. This was 
defined as the potential for the presence of buried archaeological remains, in particular 
relating to Romano-British occupation, the documented Saxon burh and subsequent 
medieval settlement and agricultural activity. Previous archaeological investigations have 
identified only limited traces of prehistoric activity in the area, though this has included the 
recovery of preserved organic Early Bronze Age remains from waterlogged deposits. It is 
anticipated that waterlogged deposits, if encountered during the proposed works, would 
offer excellent preservation of any archaeological or palaeoenvironmental remains 
present. There is also a relatively high potential for post-medieval to modern drainage 
features and land divisions being encountered. 

4 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
4.1.1 The aims of the archaeological work are to:: 

• Clarify the presence/absence and extent of any buried archaeological remains within 
the Site that may be threatened by development. 

• Identify, within the constraints of the watching brief, the date, character, condition 
and depth of any surviving remains within the Site. 

• Assess the degree of existing impacts to sub-surface horizons and to document the 
extent of archaeological survival of buried deposits 

• The production of a report which will present the project information in sufficient 
detail to allow interpretation without recourse to the project archive. 

5 WATCHING BRIEF 
5.1 Introduction 
5.1.1 The work was undertaken in accordance with the written scheme of investigation (WA 

2013b) and guidance outlined in Management of Research Projects in the Historic 
Environment (MoRPHE, English Heritage 2006),  Heritage  Service Archaeological 
Handbook (SCC 2011) and the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standards and Guidance for 
Archaeological Watching Brief (IfA 2008) 

5.1.2 The watching brief was undertaken to monitor any groundworks as part of the 
development that may have an impact on any potential buried archaeological remains.  

5.1.3 Two 5m square trial holes were initially excavated to establish location of the existing 
water main and form the connection. Following this the method of construction along the 
line of the c.280m long Route was the excavation of a narrow easement of 0.70m width to 
a depth of c.0.30m to remove topsoil. This was followed by the excavation of a c.0.30m 
wide by up to 1.00m deep trench within which the 125mm HPPE water main pipe was laid 
(Plate 1) 
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5.2 Fieldwork and recording 
5.2.1 The archaeological watching brief was carried out, subject to prior and adequate 

notification having being given by the Client, on the commencement of groundworks. The 
planning archaeologist at SCC was notified of the start date prior to the commencement of 
groundworks. 

5.2.2 The intermittent groundworks were monitored along the whole line of the Route from 31 
July 2013 to 3 October 2013. 

5.2.3 One suitably qualified archaeologist from Wessex Archaeology’s core staff was present 
during all groundworks for the development. 

5.2.4 All mechanical excavation was carried out under the constant supervision and direction of 
the attending archaeologist. 

5.2.5 Excavated spoil was scanned for the enhancement of artefact recovery. 

5.2.6 Where appropriate sections within the trench were cleaned by hand to allow for recording 
and documentation of the soil profile. 

5.2.7 All recording during the course of the watching brief was undertaken using Wessex 
Archaeology's pro forma recording system. This included the following minimum details: 
character; contextual relationships; detailed description (soil components, colour, texture 
and consistency); associated finds, photographic and finds registers. Each context was 
recorded on an individual record. Sections of the soil profile were levelled to ordnance 
datum. 

5.2.8 A full photographic record was maintained using digital photography. The photographic 
record illustrates both the detail and the general context of the  Site as a whole 

6 RESULTS 
6.1.1 Soil profiles were broadly consistent across the site and comprised of a natural strata 

(103) of red firm silty clay with blue grey patches. This was overlain by a subsoil (102) up 
to 0.30m in depth comprised of a mid brown sandy clay loam containing occasional 
sandstone and mudstone inclusions. The subsoil was capped by a dark to very dark 
brown sandy to friable clayey silt topsoil (101) up to 0.20m in depth (Plate 2). 

6.1.2 No archaeological features and/or deposits were recorded during the course of the 
watching brief. The work was restricted by the very narrow nature of the trench being 
excavated. Late post-medieval and modern pottery sherds were recovered from both the 
topsoil (101) and subsoil (102). 

7 FINDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
7.1 Finds 
7.1.1 A small collection of post medieval and modern pottery sherds were noted during the 

course of the watching brief, but were not retained. 

7.2 Environmental 
7.2.1 No deposits suitable for environmental sampling were identified. 
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8 DISCUSSION 
8.1.1 The watching brief did not identify any archaeological features, and the only artefacts that 

were recovered were of a modern date and were most likely deposited through 
agricultural practices, such as ploughing.   

9 ARCHIVE 
9.1 Deposition 
9.1.1 It is recommended that the project archive resulting from the watching brief be deposited 

with the Somerset County Museums Service under the accession code TTNCM 71/2013 
and entered on to the Somerset HER under number. 

9.2 Preparation of Archive 
9.2.1 The complete Site archive, which will include paper records, photographic records, 

graphics and digital data, will be prepared following the standard conditions for the 
acceptance of archaeological material following nationally recommended guidelines (SMA 
1995; IfA 2009; Brown 2011; ADS 2013) and the guidelines of the Somerset County 
Museums Service. 

9.2.2 All archive elements will be marked with the site/accession code VAU12, and a full index 
will be prepared. The physical archive comprises the following: 

• 1 file/document case of paper records & plans 
 
9.3 Security Copy 
9.3.1 In line with current best practice (e.g. Brown 2011) on completion of the project a security 

copy of the written records will be prepared, in the form of a digital PDF/A file. PDF/A is an 
ISO-standardised version of the Portable Document Format (PDF) designed for the digital 
preservation of electronic documents through omission of features ill-suited to long-term 
archiving. 

9.4 Oasis 
9.4.1 An OASIS online record http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/projects/oasis/ has been completed and key 

fields completed on Details, Location and Creators Forms (Appendix 2). All appropriate 
parts of the OASIS online form will be completed and will include an uploaded .pdf version 
of the entire report (a paper copy will also be included with the archive). 

9.5 Copyright 
9.5.1 The full copyright of the written/illustrative archive relating to the Site will be retained by 

Wessex Archaeology Ltd under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all 
rights reserved. The recipient museum, however, will be granted an exclusive licence for 
the use of the archive for educational purposes, including academic research, providing 
that such use shall be non-profitmaking, and conforms to the Copyright and Related 
Rights regulations 2003. 

9.5.2 This report may contain material that is non-Wessex Archaeology copyright (e.g. 
Ordnance Survey, British Geological Survey, Crown Copyright), or the intellectual property 
of third parties, which we are able to provide for limited reproduction under the terms of 
our own copyright licences, but for which copyright itself is non-transferrable by Wessex 
Archaeology. You are reminded that you remain bound by the conditions of the Copyright, 

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/projects/oasis/
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Designs and Patents Act 1988 with regard to multiple copying and electronic 
dissemination of the report. 
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT SUMMARY TABLE 

Context Type Description Depth below 
ground level 

100 Layer Topsoil – Dark to very dark brown sandy to friable clayey silt 
containing sparse sub-angular to sub-rounded sandstone inclusions 
and modern artefacts.  

0 – 0.20m 

101 Layer Subsoil – Mid brown sandy clay loam containing occasional 
sandstone and mudstone inclusions (<0.12m) and modern artefacts.  

0.20 – 0.50m 

102 Layer Natural – Red firm silty clay with blue grey patches. 0.50m+ 
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APPENDIX 2: OASIS FORM 
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