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Summary 
Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Persimmon Homes Thames Valley, on behalf of the 
University of Reading, to undertake the trial trench evaluation on land due to be redeveloped for 
residential housing at Sibly Hall, University of Reading, Reading, Berkshire, centred on National 
Grid Reference (NGR) 474320 170680. 
 
The archaeological trial trenching comprised the excavation of 12x 30m by 1.8m trenches within 
two areas, which were targeted on the location of the proposed housing development. The work 
was undertaken between the 4th to 7th November 2013. 
 
The evaluation identified no evidence for archaeological remains, either features or finds, within the 
areas investigated on the Site. This absence of evidence is likely to reflect a likely absence of 
archaeological activity within the Site, rather than due to any disturbance resulting from the 
construction of Sibly Hall in the late 1960s.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 
1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology (WA) was commissioned by Persimmon Homes Thames Valley, on 

behalf of the University of Reading, to undertake a trial trench evaluation on land at Sibly 
Hall, University of Reading, Reading, Berkshire, (hereafter the Site), centred on National 
Grid Reference (NGR) 474320 170680 (Figure 1).  

1.1.2 Outline planning permission (Wokingham Planning Ref: O/2011/2628) was granted in 
February 2012 for the residential development of the Sibly Hall campus site, with the 
proposed demolition of the existing student accommodation, followed by the construction 
of 89 new dwellings, the refurbishment of two existing dwellings, access and provision of 
parking. 

1.1.3 Following consultation with Berkshire Archaeology (Reading Borough Council), the 
archaeological advisors to the Local Planning Authority, an archaeological condition (24) 
was placed on the outline planning approval requiring an initial assessment of the 
archaeological potential within the proposed development and subsequent mitigation, if 
appropriate: 

Condition 24 

No development shall take place within the site, including any works of demolition or 
ground preparation, until the applicant, or their agents or their successors in title, has 
secured and implemented a programme of archaeological work (which may comprise 
more than one phase of work) in accordance with a written scheme of investigation for 
preservation in situ and preservation by record, which has been submitted to and 
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The development shall only take 
place in accordance with the detailed scheme approved pursuant to this condition. 

1.1.4 A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the evaluation (WA 2013) was prepared by 
Wessex Archaeology and submitted to, and approved by, Berkshire Archaeology and 
subsequently the Local Planning Authority, prior to the start of the fieldwork. The 
evaluation was undertaken in accordance with the Institute for Archaeologist’s Standard 
Guidance for Archaeological Evaluation (as amended in 2008).  

1.1.5 The fieldwork was undertaken from 4th to 7th November 2013. 

1.2 The Site 
1.2.1 The Site, comprising an area of approximately 3ha, is located around Sibly Hall, University 

of Reading and lie on a slightly west-facing slope at an average central height of 
approximately 65 m above Ordnance Datum (aOD). The underlying geology comprises 
London Clay and Boyn Hill Gravel (British Geological Survey, Sheet 268). 
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2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

2.1 Introduction 
2.1.1 A detailed archaeological and historical background for the Site has been compiled and 

presented previously (Heritage Assessment CgMs 2010 and updated in 2011; WA 2013), 
and as such will not be repeated here. 

2.1.2 In summary, no archaeological works have been undertaken within the Site, although a 
number of known sites or find spots have been recorded in the vicinity. These include 
isolated finds such as two hand axes, a Neolithic arrowhead, and an archaeological 
evaluation at 37 Elm Lane, approximately 200 m to the south of the Site. During the work 
a number of possible Romano-British features were recorded. A number of undated or 
possible post-medieval cropmark features have also been recorded. 

2.1.3 The Heritage Assessment (CgMs 2010 and updated in 2011), submitted with the Outline 
Planning Application, indicated that the south-eastern third of the Site has been 
significantly landscaped in areas to accommodate the university’s residential hall and car 
parks. In places this would have resulted with a reduction in levels from the original 
ground surface by 2-3m. The remainder of the Site is known to comprise ancient 
woodland.  

3 AIMS AND METHODS 

3.1 General aims and objectives 
3.1.1 Prior to the commencement of works, a Method Statement (MS) (WA 2013b) was written 

in conjunction with the WSI (WA 2013a), which set out the agreed aims of the trial trench 
evaluation and the methods by which these aims would be achieved. 

3.1.2 The general aim of the trial trench evaluation was to provide further information 
concerning the presence/absence, date, nature and extent of any buried archaeological 
remains and to investigate and record these within the constraints of the proposed trial 
trench evaluation. Further aims of the works were to: 

 Inform the scope and nature of any requirements for any potential further 
fieldwork, whether additional watching brief, excavation or post-excavation work; 

 Enable the preservation by record of any archaeological features or deposits 
uncovered; 

 Place any identified archaeological remains within their historical context, 
particularly with reference to the known medieval and prehistoric/Romano-British 
finds found in the wider area. 

3.2 Fieldwork methodology 
3.2.1 The evaluation was conducted according to the agreed WSI (WA 2013a) and comprised 

the excavation of 12 trial trenches, each measuring 30m x 1.8m (see Appendix 1 for 
details). Two trenches were located within one block of proposed housing within woodland 
at the northern extent of the Site (Figure 1, Trenches 1 and 2, Area A). The remaining 
trenches were located within the main housing block to the south of the existing Sibly Hall 
(Figure 1, Trenches 3-12, Area B). All the proposed trenches were excavated. 

3.2.2 Prior to machining, the trench locations were scanned by WA using a cable tracing device. 
The trenches were excavated under constant archaeological supervision using a wheeled 
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backhoe excavator employing a toothless ditching bucket. The turf, topsoil and subsoil 
were stored separately to facilitate appropriate backfilling and consolidation of each trench 
following the completion of recording.  

3.2.3 All potential features and deposits of possible archaeological origin were partially 
excavated to ascertain their nature and function and were fully recorded using WA’s pro 
forma record sheets. 

3.2.4 A digital photographic record was kept. Particular attention was taken to record all access 
routes and trench locations to provide a full record of both the original and final condition 
of the fieldwork locations. Special attention was placed on the recording of the mechanical 
excavation, spoil handling and storage prior to, during and following the completion of the 
trial trenching.  

3.2.5 A full graphic record was kept. The site drawings were drawn at an appropriate scale, 
typically 1:10 for sections and 1:20 for plans. 

3.2.6 Site survey was carried out using a Leica Viva series GNSS unit using the OS National 
GPS Network through an RTK network with a 3D accuracy of 30 mm or below. All survey 
data was recorded using the OSGB36 British National Grid coordinate system.  

3.2.7 All archaeological fieldwork was monitored on behalf of the local planning authority by 
Mary Neale (Berkshire Archaeology), and by Andrew Manning on behalf of WA. 

4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS 

4.1 Natural deposits and soil sequences 
4.1.1 Natural clay with gravels was encountered in all trenches, between 58.31m above 

Ordnance Datum (aOD) at the north of the Site, and 68.57m aOD to the south. Overall, 
natural deposits were located between 0.25m to 0.61m below the current ground surface 
(Figure 1). 

4.1.2 The natural stratigraphic sequence of the Site was seen to be largely uniform, differing 
only in the depth of the layers (Figures 2 and 3, Plates 2, 4 and 6). Across the Site, the 
topsoil was typically a mid-greyish brown sandy silt loam with occasional sub-rounded 
gravel inclusions, averaging 0.22m in depth. This generally overlay a sterile mid brown 
silty loam subsoil, averaging 0.20m in depth.  

4.1.3 Made ground deposits, between 0.06m to 0.90m in thickness were noted in Trenches 3, 
4, 5, 7 and 8, which are largely located immediately to the south of the main Sibly Hall 
building. In addition, thin made ground deposits sealed modern buried topsoil/subsoil 
deposits in Trenches 5 and 8. A number of field drains/utility trenches were recorded in 
eight trenches and are likely to be associated with Sibly Hall and its associated buildings.  

4.2 Archaeological features 
4.2.1 No archaeological features were identified during the course of the fieldwork.  

4.2.2 A possible natural feature or tree-throw hole 505 was located on the eastern edge of 
Trench 5, and measured 0.68m x 0.54m and 0.25m deep. No datable material was 
recovered. 
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5 ARTEFACTUAL EVIDENCE 

5.1.1 No artefacts were recovered during the course of the fieldwork. 

6 ENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE 

6.1.1 No archaeological features or deposits suitable for environmental sampling were identified 
during the course of the fieldwork. 

7 DISCUSSION 

7.1.1 The evaluation identified no evidence for archaeological remains, either features or finds, 
within the areas investigated on the Site.  

7.1.2 Observations during the evaluation show that truncation of ground levels increases 
significantly at the southern edge of the Sibly Hall building, which supports the Heritage 
Assessment (CgMs 2010 and updated in 2011) which indicated likely deep truncation 
immediately within the area of Sibly Hall and northern car parking and access area. 

7.1.3 Further to the south of Sibly Hall, thin localised made ground deposits appear to have 
been deposited directly onto the top of the existing ground surface without any significant 
truncation (ie Trenches 5 and 8).  

7.1.4 Therefore, the observed absence of archaeological features is likely to accurately reflect 
an absence of any archaeological activity within the Site, rather than due to the removal of 
potential archaeological evidence due to the previous construction of Sibly Hall in the late 
1960s.  

8 STORAGE AND CURATION 

8.1 Preparation and Deposition 
8.1.1 The complete project archive will be prepared in accordance to Wessex Archaeology’s 

Guidelines for Archive Preparation and accordance with Guideline for the preparation of 
excavation archives for long-term storage (UKIC 1990). Details of the archaeological 
evaluation will also be entered into the online “OASIS” database maintained by the 
Archaeological Data Service (ADS). A copy of the OASIS entry has been included in this 
report (Appendix 2).  

8.2 The Archive 
8.2.1 The complete archaeological evaluation archive, which will include paper records, 

photographic records, graphics and digital data, will be prepared following the standard 
conditions for the acceptance of excavated archaeological material by following nationally 
recommended guidelines (SMA 1995; IfA 2009; Brown 2011; ADS 2013).  

8.2.2 All archive elements will be marked with the site code 101810, and a full index will be 
prepared. The physical archive comprises the following: 

 1 files/document cases of paper records & A3/A4 graphics 

 Digital data (site photographs, drawings, Word and pdf files) 

8.2.3 The archive is currently held at the offices of Wessex Archaeology in Salisbury under the 
project code 101810. The project archive resulting from the watching brief would normally 
be deposited with the Wokingham Museum, however Wessex Archaeology are aware that 
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Wokingham Museum are not accepting new archives. Once the final destination has been 
agreed, Berkshire Archaeology will be informed. Deposition of any finds with the Museum 
will only be carried out with the full agreement of the landowner. 

8.2.4 Discard policy 

8.2.5 Wessex Archaeology follows the guidelines set out in Selection, Retention and Dispersal 
(Society of Museum Archaeologists 1993), which allows for the discard of selected 
artefact and ecofact categories which are not considered to warrant any future analysis. 
Any discard of artefacts will be fully documented in the project archive.  

8.2.6 The discard of environmental remains and samples follows nationally recommended 
guidelines (SMA 1993; 1995; English Heritage 2002). 

8.3 Security Copy 
8.3.1 In line with current best practice (e.g. Brown 2011), on completion of the project a security 

copy of the written records will be prepared, in the form of a digital PDF/A file. PDF/A is an 
ISO-standardised version of the Portable Document Format (PDF) designed for the digital 
preservation of electronic documents through omission of features ill-suited to long-term 
archiving. 
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APPENDIX 1 – TRENCH TABLES 

TRENCH 1 Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 27.5m x 1.60m Max. depth: 0.4m Ground level: 60.91m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474307.02E 170827.56N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

101 Layer Topsoil: Mid to dark brown clay loam with occasional sub angular 
flint gravel <0.01m. 0-0.15 

102 Layer Subsoil: Mid grey brown silty clay 0.15-0.35 

103 Layer Natural: Light to mid yellow, orangey grey clay with sparse flint 
gravel 0.35+ 

 
 
TRENCH 2 Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 28.40m x 1.6m Max. depth: 0.35m  Ground level: 59.47m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474346.19E 170821.02N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

201 Layer Topsoil: Mid brown, plain but grey hue clay loam with occasional to 
sparse sub-angular flint gravel. 0-0.10 

202 Layer Subsoil: Mid grey brown silty clay 0.10-0.25 
203 Layer Natural: Light to mid yellow/orange grey clay with sparse flint gravel 0.25+ 

 
 
TRENCH 3 Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 22.15m x 1.60m Max. depth: 1.15m  Ground level: 64.20m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474312.78E 170692.70N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

301 Layer Topsoil: Mid to dark brown with grey hue, occasional sub-rounded 
gravel 0-0.25 

302 Layer Subsoil: Disturbance, Made ground. 0.25-1.15 
303 Layer Natural: Mid to light brown with an orange hue sandy gravel 1.15+ 

 
 
TRENCH 4  Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 29.90m x 1.60m Max. depth: 0.70m  Ground level: 66.10m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474273.83E 170659.78N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

401 Layer Topsoil: Mid grey/brown sandy silt loam with occasional sub 
rounded stone inclusions <0.03m and root disturbance 0-0.11 

402 Layer Subsoil: Mid grey/brown sandy silt loam with moderate sub 
rounded stone inclusions 0.04m< 0.11-0.28 

403 Layer 
Layer: Mid to light grey/brown sandy silt loam with moderate sub 
rounded stone inclusions 0.04m<.  Very similar to (402) apart from 
colour.  Colluvial layer?  More subsoil? 

0.28-0.58 

404 Layer Natural: Mid orange sand with occasional gravel inclusions in East 
end, dirty orange/brown sandy gravels in western end 0.58+ 

405 Cut 
Field Drain: Small NE-SW aligned gully of unknown date.  
Excavation of gullies in Trench 5 on same alignment show this to 
be a field drain. 0.60m long by 0.22m wide by 0.18m deep 

0.18 

406 Fill 
Secondary Fill: Light grey brown sandy silt loam with occasional 
sub-rounded gravel inclusions 0.03m<.  Single fill of small undated 
gully derived from feature sides and surrounding area. 

0.18 
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TRENCH 5 Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 30.00m x 1.60m Max. depth: 0.54m  Ground level: 66.71m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474270.29E 170631.29N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

501 Layer Topsoil: Mid grey/brown sandy silt loam with occasional sub-angular/rounded 
gravel inclusions 0.04m< 0-0.20 

502 Layer 
Made Ground: Looks to be a thin band of dirty orange/brown redeposited 
natural possibly from when buildings were constructed.  Moderate gravel inclusions 
0.04m< 

0.20-0.28 

503 Layer Subsoil: Mid grey/brown sandy silt loam with moderate sub-rounded gravel 
inclusions 0.04m< 0.28-0.50 

504 Layer Natural: Dirty orange/brown sandy gravel 0.50+ 

505 Cut 
Tree Throw: Initially appeared to be a pit, but on further stripping was revealed to 
be a tree throw of dimensions 2.14m long, 1.70m wide and 0.40m deep.  It was sub-
circular with concave, sharply sloping sides. 

0.40 

506 Fill Secondary Fill: Mid grey brown sandy silt loam with moderate sub-
angular/rounded gravel inclusions 0.05m< 0.40 

 
TRENCH 6  Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 30.00m x 1.06m Max. depth: 0.62m  Ground level: 66.75m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474265.96E 170632.55N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

601 Layer Topsoil: Mid grey/brown sandy silt loam with occasional sub-
rounded flint gravel inclusions 0.03m< 0-0.25 

602 Layer Subsoil: Mid brown sandy silt loam with moderate sub-rounded 
gravel inclusions 0.04m< 0.25-0.61 

603 Layer Natural: Mid orange/brown sandy gravels 0.61+ 
 
TRENCH 7 Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 30.00m x 1.60m Max. depth: 0.55m  Ground level: 65.69m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474306.67E 170633.49N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

701 Layer Topsoil: Mid grey/brown sandy silt loam with very occasional sub-
rounded gravel inclusions 0.04m< 0-0.23 

702 Layer Subsoil: Mid brown sandy silt loam with moderate gravel inclusions 
0.04m< 0.23-0.50 

703 Layer 
Made Ground: Seen only in western half of the trench below (701) 
and above (704).  Dirty grey/brown  material with bricks and other 
construction debris evident 

0.23-0.50 

704 Layer Natural: Mid orange/brown sandy gravels with pale sandy patches 
and occasional iron panning 0.50+ 

 
 
TRENCH 8  Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 29.85m x 1.6m Max. depth: 0.55m  Ground level: 63.94m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474344.93E 170623.25N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

801 Layer Topsoil: Mid grey/brown sandy silt loam with occasional sub-
rounded gravel inclusions 0.03m< 0-0.20 

802 Layer Subsoil: As above but no root disturbance 0.20-0.30 

803 Layer 
Made Ground: Not so obvious here, but clear in NE end of trench.  
Construction debris, redeposited natural etc.  Dirty orange/brown 
with moderate gravel inclusions 0.05m< 

0.30-0.36 

804 Layer Buried Soil: Buried Top/Subsoil: mid brown sandy silt loam with 
moderate sub-rounded gravel inclusions 0.04m< 0.36-0.55 

805 Layer Natural: NE end; patchy orange and pale yellow sands with 
pockets of gravel.  SW end; mid orange/brown sandy gravels 0.55+ 
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TRENCH 9  Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 29.90m x 1.60m Max. depth: 0.62m  Ground level: 66.49m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474284.22E 170616.82N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

901 Layer Topsoil: Mid grey/brown sandy silt loam with very occasional sub-
rounded gravel inclusions 0.02m<.   0-0.25 

902 Layer Subsoil: Mid brown sandy silt loam with moderate gravel inclusions 
0.04m< 0.25-0.52 

903 Layer Natural: Mid orange/brown gravels with patches of iron panning 
and light grey silty sand 0.52+ 

 
 
TRENCH 10 Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 27.50m x 1.60m Max. depth: 0.55m  Ground level: 65.79m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474298.11E 170585.47N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

1001 Layer Topsoil: Mid brown/grey sandy silt loam with sub-rounded gravel 
inclusions 0.05m< 0-0.25 

1002 Layer Subsoil: As above, but without root disturbance 0.25-0.40 
1003 Layer Natural: Yellow/pale grey sand with patches of gravel/clay 0.40+ 

 
 
TRENCH 11  Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 29.71m x 1.60m Max. depth: 0.40m  Ground level: 63.09m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474353.15E 170597.96N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

1101 Layer Topsoil: Mid grey/ brown sandy silt loam with occasional sub-
rounded gravel 0.05m< 0-0.15 

1102 Layer Subsoil: As above, but without root disturbance 0.15-0.30 
1103 Layer Natural: Mid orange/brown clay with sandy gravels 0.30+ 

 
 
TRENCH 12  Machine excavated 
Dimensions: 30.00m x 1.60m Max. depth: 0.38m  Ground level: 63.40m aOD 
Co-ordinates: 474341.51E 1750573.92N  
Context Description Depth (m) 

1201 Layer Topsoil: Mid grey/brown sandy silt loam with occasional sub-
rounded gravel inclusions 0.04m< 0-0.15 

1202 Layer Subsoil: As above, with no root disturbance and moderate sub-
rounded gravel inclusions 0.05m< 0.15-0.30 

1203 Layer Natural: Mid orange/brown sandy gravels with some paler sand 
patches 0.30+ 
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APPENDIX 2 – OASIS FORM 

OASIS ID: wessexar1-164072 
 Project details   

Project name SIBLY HALL, UNIVERSITY OF READING, READING, BERKSHIRE  

Short description 
of the project 

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Persimmon Homes Thames Valley, 
acting on behalf of the University of Reading, to undertake a trail trench 
evaluation on land at Sibly Hall, University of Reading, Reading, Berkshire, 
centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) 474320 170680. The works were 
required in advance of the redevelopment of the Sibly Hall area. An assessment 
of the archaeological potential of the Site was required within the Site, although 
the area had suffered from severe truncation and disturbance associated with 
Sibly Hall, its associated buildings, car park and access road. The archaeological 
works involved the excavation of 12 trial trenches, undertaken from 4th to 7th 
November 2013. No archaeological features or deposits were revealed during the 
course of the evaluation. Due to the low level of archaeological features 
encountered during the evaluation it was agreed during on-site consultations with 
Berkshire Archaeology that no further archaeological investigation was warranted.  

Project dates Start: 04-11-2013 End: 07-11-2013  

Previous/future 
work 

No / No  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

O/2011/2628 - Planning Application No.  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

101810 - Sitecode  

Type of project Field evaluation  

Site status None  

Current Land use Other 13 - Waste ground  

Methods & 
techniques 

''Sample Trenches''  

Development type Public building (e.g. school, church, hospital, medical centre, law courts etc.)  

Development type University halls  

Prompt Planning condition  

Position in the 
planning process 

Not known / Not recorded  

 Project location   
Country England 

Site location BERKSHIRE WOKINGHAM WOKINGHAM Sibly Hall, University of Reading, 
Reading, Berkshire  

Postcode RG6 5QW  

Study area 0.82 Hectares  

Site coordinates SU 474320 170680 50 -1 50 57 01 N 001 19 28 W Point  

Height OD / Depth Min: 58.31m Max: 68.57m  

   Project creators   



 
Sibly Hall, University of Reading, Reading, Berkshire 

Archaeological Evaluation Report 

 

10 

101810.03 

 

Name of 
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originator 

City/Nat. Park/District/Borough archaeologist  

Project design 
originator 

Wessex Archaeology  

Project 
director/manager 

A Manning  

Project supervisor J Powell  

Type of 
sponsor/funding 
body 

Developer  

Name of 
sponsor/funding 
body 

Persimmon Homes Thames Valley  

 Project archives   
Physical Archive 
Exists? 

No  

Digital Archive 
recipient 

Wessex Archaeology  

Digital Archive ID 101810  

Digital Media 
available 

''Survey''  

Paper Archive 
recipient 

Wessex Archaeology  

Paper Archive ID 101810  

Paper Media 
available 

''Photograph'',''Plan'',''Report'',''Section'',''Survey '',''Notebook - Excavation',' 
Research',' General Notes'',''Context sheet'',''Correspondence'',''Diary'',''Map''  

 Project 
bibliography 1  

 
Publication type 

Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript) 

 Entered by Gareth Chaffey (g.chaffey@wessexarch.co.uk) 
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Plate 1: Trench 4, view from east Plate 3: Trench 8, view from south-west

Plate 2: Representative section of Trench 6, south facing Plate 4: Representative section of Trench 3, south-west facing
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Plate 5: Trench 1, view from the north-west

Plate 6: Representative section of Trench 10, south-east facing

Plate 7: General site shot
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