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This bone was correctly identified by the finders as 
a mammoth bone. Lorrain Higbee, 
zooarchaeologist for Wessex Archaeology 
confirmed this identification. 
 
This bone is the proximal end of the femur or 
upper rear limb bone. Proximal refers to the end in 
closest proximity to the core of the body (antonym: 
distal) and this bone would originally have had a 
ball joint articulating to the pelvis of the animal. 
This example has been damaged during its time 
underwater and shows characteristic rounded 
edges caused by water action. 
 
There were several species of mammoth but 
Mammuthus primigenius, the woolly mammoth, is 
possibly the best known, being popularised by film 
and TV. This species evolved around 200,000 
years ago in Asia and disappeared from Britain 
around 14,000 years ago during the Pleistocene, 
though isolated populations are thought to have 
existed in remote locations until as recently as 
4,000 years ago. It is not known which species of 
mammoth Fishermen_30001 originated from. 
 
Finds such as this one add to our understanding of how climatic changes influenced 
species movement and development, and increase our knowledge of submerged 
prehistory. They provide evidence through which we may be able to understand how 
mammoth populations evolved and spread, and how their numbers diminished into 
eventual extinction at the end of the last Ice Age 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The National Record of the Historic Environment  
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

Fisherman_30001: 
Mammoth Bone 

This bone was found in May 2012 
by Dave Robinson on the Betty 
Peerley. The vessel was using 
static gear and the bone was found 
in the Wight sea area.  

 
Fisherman_30001 

 

 
 

Woolly Mammoth 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This exceptional find aptly demonstrates the value of material that can be reported 
through the FIPAD. Finds like these, without the safety-net and framework that a 
protocol provides, may go unrecorded. 
 
This is an 18th century carronade which was known by sailors as a "Smasher", 
presumably a reference to its destructive capabilities at short-range. The carronade 
was designed for close quarter engagements. Mounted on the side of a vessel it had 
the potential to fire a range of ammunition including cannonballs, barshot, double-
headed chain shot, grape shot and canister shot. The short length of the breech of 
the gun compromised the range, but for close combat it was a practical and effective 
weapon. 
 
This type of gun was produced from the 1770s to the 1850s by the Carron Company 
based in Falkirk, Scotland and Merchantmen continued to use such carronades well 
into the 19th Century.  
 
It is not known how this find reached the seabed. It was found at sea by a fisherman 
on 15th December 1982 and is not thought to have been part of a bigger wreck site. 
An anchor reportedly lies close to the location where this find was recovered but it is 
not known if the two artefacts are connected. 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

SSHHOORREEJJIIMM__3300000044::  
CCaarrrroonnaaddee  

This find was discovered by 
the Royal Exile whilst fishing 
with pots on 15th December 
1982. It is retained in private 
possession with the present 
Shoreham FIPAD contact.  



IIFFCCAA__3300001100::
SSeeaall TToopp SSppoooonn

                                                                                                     

This artefact was reported through the Fishing Protocol by Sussex IFCA, who also sent 
Wessex Archaeology the find so that one of our find’s specialists, Lorraine Mepham, could 
examine it. 

Lorraine identified it as a seal top spoon.  It is made of a copper alloy, which is evident from 
the green/blue discolouration of the metal.  The spoon has a fig-shaped bowl with little or no 
reinforcement of the bowl underside.  At the top of the handle there is a seal-top knop 
surmounting baluster moulding. 

A seal top spoon refers to the shape of the spoon, which ends abruptly as if cut off, leaving it 
flat.  The seal-top was introduced during the reign of Elizabeth I, but the baluster mouldings 
are later variants, belonging to the early 17th century (James I or Charles I). 

During the 16th and 17th century it became common when travelling for people to carry their 
own personal eating utensils and writing materials.  Most letters and documents were sealed 
with wax and it was for this purpose that spoons were often manufactured with the owner’s 
seal on the end of the handle. On close examination of this spoon it is impossible to tell if 
there was a seal on the top for this use.  This may because there was not one, but it could 
also be due to corrosion when the artefact was in the sea. 

This find was discovered on intertidal mud, washed up by the sea.  It may have been moved 
by currents from a shipwreck site or it could be an isolated find thrown overboard as refuse.  
It is important that finds like these are reported, as further finds could identify a shipwreck 
location and all finds reported can add to our knowledge of the past in the local area. 

Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  
� English Heritage 
� IFCA 
� The Receiver of Wreck  
� The National Monuments Record 
� The Historic Environment Record for West Sussex 
� The Local Government Archaeology Officer for West Sussex 
� The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

Sussex Inshore Fisheries 
Conservation Authority (IFCA) 
staff reported this spoon.  It was 
discovered on intertidal mud at 
Nutbourne, Chichester Harbour.  



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These two finds are on display in the mess room of 
Chichester Harbour Conservancy and were reported by 
Sussex IFCA. The circumstances of their discovery are not 
known but they are believed to have been discovered 
during fishing activity off of the coast of Sussex.  
 
The finds are thought to have come from an aircraft and 
potentially date to the Second World War. The find shown 
on the left above is a warning panel bearing the message: 
‘WARNING DO NOT SWITCH OFF THE 
BATTERYCIRCUIT WHEN THE ENGINE IS RUNNING’. 
The small plaque is likely made of bronze or brass and the 
message is depicted through the use of black paint. It is in 
good condition and, despite minor superficial damage, has 
not suffered from marine corrosion. 
 
The find on the right is the dial and case of a lap compass and bears the inscription ‘Navigation Computer Mark 
IIIC’. It was made by Henry Hugh & Son, a London based firm who developed the first compasses for use in 
aeroplanes during WWI.  
 
It is likely that both of these finds came from an aircraft. During the Second World War many thousands of 
aircraft flew over the south coast to attack or defend cities, industry and military targets in Britain. Planes downed 
over the sea are poorly recorded – where records exist they are often vague giving an approximate distance 
from a town or city (for example, 5 miles from Hastings) which leaves a very broad area. Aircraft, being light in 
nature in order to get airborne, often fragment when downed in water – either due to the force of impact with the 
surface of the water or the seabed, or due to whatever cataclysmic damage has caused them to ditch in the first 
place. As such, aircraft remains can be spread over a wide area with no clear site or nucleus. 
 
It is highly likely that fishermen working off of the coast of Sussex will continue to find aircraft remains in the 
future. Downed aircraft are protected under the Protection of Military Remains Act (1986) and should not be 
knowingly disturbed. They may contain unexploded ordnance or they may represent war graves.   
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for West Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for West Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

IIFFCCAA__3300001122::  
LLaapp  CCoommppaassss  aanndd  

WWaarrnniinngg  SSiiggnn 

The Inshore Fisheries 
Conservation Authority staff 
reported these artefacts.  It is 
unknown where they were 
originally found. 

 
 

IFCA 30012: Compass dial and case 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Information about potential net or pot snags on the seabed can be archaeologically important – whilst 
some snags are naturally occurring (such as rock outcrops or boulders) others will relate to sites of 
archaeological significance such as ship or aircraft wrecks, or in this case a potential tank site on the 
seabed. 
 
Reporting information – no matter how sparse – about this type of site can mean that they are logged, 
both on charts of fishing or shipping hazards to prevent damage to gear, but also on archaeological 
databases. In some instances this may lead to sites being investigated more fully. Information 
received from the fishing industry might be the first indication of an archaeological site of national or 
international importance and schemes like the FIPAD facilitate reporting by providing a framework for 
information to be logged. 
 
The information available about the site reported as WARG_30021 suggests that there is a Valentine 
Tank lying on the seabed off the Sussex coast. This type of tank was developed during the Second 
World War by Vickers-Armstrongs. They came into service in July 1941 and were produced until 
1945. They were the British tank with the highest WWII production figures and numerous variants 
were made, including flamethrowers and bridge layers.  
 
Interpreting this site further is not possible on the information available. The co-ordinates provided for 
the site will be added to national heritage databases including the National Record of the Historic 
Environment (maintained by English Heritage and previously known as the National Monuments 
Record) and the Historic Environment Record for Sussex. Any work considering heritage in this 
offshore area will likely make recourse to these records and so the information reported here will be 
of value to future understanding. 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

WWAARRGG__3300002211::  
VVaalleennttiinnee  TTaannkk  

A Valentine Tank reportedly lies on 
the seabed off of the coast of 
Sussex. It has been reported by 
fishermen using pots and no 
images of the potential site are 
available. 

 
 

Valentine Tank Source: Wikimedia CC 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Whelk or crab pots show huge regional and 
chronological variation. The earliest examples 
would have been made of wood or rope whilst 
more modern examples include metal and plastic 
in their construction. Regional variation follows 
local tradition with fishermen constructing pots as 
taught by their forefathers for generations giving 
rise to distinct local styles of pot design and 
manufacture. These were documented in a 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
pamphlet printed in 1967 (and now available online 
via DEFRA) which states: 
 
‘Cockle baskets are most commonly used, but 
variations made from potato, bread, and fruit 
baskets are used along the south coast from 
Margate to Brighton. At Bognor Regis and Selsey 
old Cornish prawn pots are used. Circular wire 
frames covered with hessian and sprat netting are 
used at Poole and Portland, and metal milk crates 
covered with net at Eastbourne.’ 
 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, ‘Whelks laboratory leaflet No. 15’ published January 1967. 
 
 
This example is likely to be a local Sussex type given the location of its discovery. Pots like this one 
are baited and deployed to the seabed to catch whelks or crabs and this example is likely to have 
come adrift from its tether and other pots placed at the same time, to remain on the seafloor. It was 
eventually rediscovered by the trawler Stacie Marie and was donated to the Hastings Fishermen's 
Museum. Assigning a date is difficult but given the absence of plastics in its construction, this 
example is potentially early 20th century in date. 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300002222::  
WWhheellkk  PPoott  

This find was discovered by the Sussex trawler 
Stacie Marie (RX 134) 5 miles SSW of Hastings. 
It was reported through FIPAD in August 2012 
and is currently on display at the Hastings 
Fishermen's Museum. 
 
Museum ref: HASFM: 1994.336 

  

 
 
A modern pot being used in Sussex – note 

the use of plastic in its construction 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

These two ceramic jugs are reported as having been found on the seabed by an 
unnamed trawler. They are brown with a narrow neck to allow pouring, and have a 
short handle which is near the top of each vessel. 
 
Lorraine Mepham, finds specialist for Wessex Archaeology, viewed images of the 
two vessels. The brown coating, and specifically the way it appears to have worn off 
of the top of the vessel on the left in the image above, suggests that these are 
glazed earthenware vessels. They are thought to be Continental – potentially French 
or Spanish – though at present a parallel has not been found on which to base a firm 
identification. Assigning a date is difficult from images alone but they are likely to 
date from the 18th or 19th century. 
 
This type of jug was used to transport liquids – potentially wine or olive oil. How they 
ended up on the seabed off the Sussex coast is unknown. They may have come 
from a shipwreck or been lost overboard from a vessel. Given the similarities in their 
construction they may have been lost together or they could have come from 
separate vessels and been paired at a later date, after their discovery offshore.  
  
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

WWAARRGG__3300002233::  
CCeerraammiicc  VVeesssseellss  

These finds are catalogued as 
being seabed finds, discovered by 
an unnamed trawler and gifted to 
the Museum in 1994. They are 
currently displayed in Hastings 
Fishermen's Museum.  
 
 
Museum ref: HASFM: 1994.365 



 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These five anchors are displayed in Hastings Fishermen’s Museum. Warg_30024 (pictured above) is 
an iron anchor with sea bed aggregate concreted over one of its flukes. It has a wooden stock in two 
pieces has been dated to 1780.  
 
Warg_30044 is a close-stowing Martin anchor, made of cast iron to the Admiralty pattern between 
1852 and 1894. Warg_30047 is a small cast-iron anchor and Warg_30051 is a heavily concreted, 
large iron anchor. There is no image available of WARG_30058 but it is described as being heavily 
corroded with some concretions but is seemingly stable. All of these anchors are likely to have been 
used on vessels (potentially fishing vessels) operating off of the south coast before they were lost to 
the sea or brought ashore and donated to the Museum. 
 
Anchors are not uncommon artefacts on the seafloor. There are a number of reasons why an anchor 
may end up on the seabed – they may have been lost during a storm, been fouled, lost as part of a 
shipwreck event or lost due to broken chains or ropes. Whatever the reason they came to the 
seabed, anchors are important as they can tell us a great deal about the history of an area, where an 
anchorage was located, areas of danger to ships and the location of shipwrecks. As donations to 
museums they can teach us about innovations in marine and fishing technology and they are 
evocative symbols of our long maritime tradition. 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment  
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

WWAARRGG__3300002244,,  WWAARRGG__3300004444,,  
WWAARRGG__3300004477,,  WWAARRGG__3300005511  
aanndd  WWAARRGG__3300005588::  AAnncchhoorrss  

WARG_30024 was trawled by the Sky Lark (RX 260) 
and donated to the Museum in 1994. WARG_30044 
was donated by I. R. Porter in 1994. WARG_30047 
was trawled by the Little Paul (RX 88) and 
accessioned in 1994. The circumstances of the 
discovery of WARG_30051 are unknown.  
WARG_30058 was dredged up in the 1960s during 
the laying of the long sea outfall at Bexhill Road. 
 
Museum ref: WARG_30024 - HASFM: 1994.303; 
WARG_30044 - HASFM: 1995.9; WARG_30047 - 
HASFM: 1994.386; WARG_30051 - HFMUS_30033; 
WARG_30058 - HFMUS_30034 

       
 

Warg_30044                                                           Warg_30047                                                                  Warg_30051 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This cricket ball was discovered 5 miles off 
shore by an unnamed trawler. It has clearly 
been submerged for some time as the leather 
binding has lost its sheen and characteristic red 
colouring. 
 
Cricket balls are constructed from a core of cork 
bound most commonly in red leather, though in 
some circumstances a white ball is used. The 
game can trace its origins to the Tudor period 
though it likely originated earlier, potentially 
during the early or middle medieval period. It 
was popular during the Victorian period which 
saw the creation of county cricket clubs. Sussex 
CCC is the oldest of the 18 county cricket clubs 
in England and Wales, being created in 1839. 
 
How this ball came to lie offshore is not known though a number of scenarios can 
be easily imagined – from a fumbled catch and a game ruined, to the ball washing 
from the shore or being lost with a wreck. As an addition to the Hastings 
Fishermen’s Museum this is an interesting and evocative find. 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

WWAARRGG__3300002255::  
CCrriicckkeett  BBaallll  

This cricket ball was found by an unnamed 
trawler 5 miles off of the Sussex coast. It 
was discovered in 1997 and reported 
through FIPAD in 2012. The ball is 
currently on display at Hastings 
Fishermen's Museum. 
 
Museum ref: HASFM: 1997.140 

 

 
 
 

Cricket Ball 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This lobster pot is on display in Hastings 
Fishermen’s Museum. It is a traditional pot 
constructed of wood, with rope and cork 
floats. The wooden frame holds a net in tunnel 
shape. These pots would be baited and 
deployed to the seabed. Lobsters, drawn in by 
the bait, enter the net tunnel and become 
trapped. 
 
Providing a date for this type of pot is difficult 
– lobster pots are made according to local 
traditions from any suitable materials 
available. When damaged they were often 
repaired meaning that the same pots could be 
in use for many years by different generations 
of fishermen. Given the absence of any 
modern plastics in the construction of the pot 
reported here, this example is potentially of 
late 19th or early 20th century date. 
 
The circumstances of its donation to the 
Museum are unknown. It may have been in 
use up until its donation or it could have been 
part or a personal collection. Storing artefacts 
like this one in museum collections is 
important for preserving information about 
ways of life that are changing as technologies 
advance.  
 
 
Information about this discovery has been  
forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300002288::  
LLoobbsstteerr  PPoott  

This lobster pot was accessioned to 
Hastings Fishermen’s Museum in 1994. Its 
history is unknown – it may have been 
discovered offshore or on the beach, or it 
may have been in use or on display 
elsewhere prior to its addition to the 
Museum. 
 
Museum ref: HASFM: 1994.372 

 
Pots being emptied 

 
Detail on a modern lobster pot 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These two cannonballs are on display in Hastings 
Fishermen’s Museum. They were both found 
offshore and appear to be in a relatively stable 
condition, given the often damaging effects of 
submersion and drying on iron finds.  
 
Round shot such as these were in use from the 
medieval period until the 19th century. Early 
examples were made of stone with iron becoming 
dominant from the 17th century onwards. This type 
of ammunition consists simply of a heavy round ball 
and receives its momentum from gunpowder placed 
behind it in the barrel of the cannon. They show little 
variation in construction over time but they do 
change weight and size reflecting changes in the 
design of the cannon used to fire them.  
 
These examples are interpreted as dating from the 19th century (WARG_30029 – potentially fired 
from a 64-pounder gun) and the 18th century (WARG_30030 – potentially fired from a 24-pounder 
gun).  
 
Cannonballs are common finds in the south coast region which has played host to an abundance of 
battles, training shots and shipwrecks during the age of sail accounting for their presence on the 
seafloor. A concentration of them from one area may indicate the site of a naval battle, or (and 
especially if maritime material is recovered alongside them) the site of a shipwreck.  
 
These examples may have been lost with a ship, they may have been fired from a ship or they may 
have been deliberately discarded overboard – either to lighten the load of a struggling vessel in 
severe weather, or to sink something to the seafloor (bodies were sometimes disposed of in this 
manner when a sailor died onboard ship). 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East  Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300002299  aanndd  
WWAARRGG__3300003300::  
CCaannnnoonnbbaallllss  

WARG_30029 (the larger cannonball) was 
found by an unnamed trawler 1400 yards 
off St Leonards. WARG_30030 was found 
by The Carol (RX 140) 2 miles offshore, 
using a trammel net. 
 
Museum ref: WARG_30029 - HFMUS_30022; 
WARG_30030 - HFMUS_30023 

 

 
 

Detail of WARG_30030 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is a wheel with a rubber tyre. The metal at the centre of the wheel, where it would have 
affixed to an axle, is heavily concreted and obscured by marine aggregate. Images of the 
find were shown to Ewen Cameron, Curator at the RAF Museum.  
 
Identifying finds from images alone is difficult as it is not always possible to pick out details 
or to gauge the scale of an object. Based on the image available, Ewen suggests that the 
find is British or American. German tyres, he reveals, tended to be smooth apart from mould 
lines which radiated from the centre. This tyre, with a deep tread running around its 
circumference is more reminiscent of a British or American aircraft dating from the 1950s or 
1960s. Assuming that the laminated label in the photograph above is A4, the wheel is similar 
in size to a nose wheel from an aircraft, Ewen tells us. 
 
Aircraft wreck sites offshore are often poorly understood – records for losses are incomplete 
and where they do exist they are sometimes vague, giving a broad geographical area for an 
aircraft loss, not a clearly defined location. It is highly plausible, in fact almost certain, that 
there are aircraft wrecks lying undiscovered off of the Sussex coast that will be discovered 
by offshore work such as fishing. Reporting any finds that may relate to these losses 
through a framework such as FIPAD is crucial to locating, understanding and protecting 
these sites.  
 
The south coast is especially rich in aircraft material given its location on the flight path 
between the continent and cities in the UK targeted during the blitz. It is also the arena in 
which many air battles would have played out during the Battle of Britain in the summer of 
1940. Military aircraft wreck sites are protected in law under the Protection of Military 
Remains Act (1986) as they may be the final resting place of the crew that flew them. They 
may also contain unexploded ordnance which can be hazardous during work offshore. 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300003311::  
WWhheeeell  

This find is on display in Hastings 
Fishermen’s Museum. The full 
circumstances of its discovery are 
not known but it is described as 
having been found off of the 
Hastings’ coast.  
 
Museum ref: HFMUS_30024 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This wooden timber is displayed in Hastings Fishermen’s Museum. It is in a stable condition, 
despite having suffered damage at some point in the past (most likely during time in 
submersion or subsequent drying out). 
 
Wooden timbers found offshore are important as they may be indicative of the site of a 
wooden shipwreck. This example has clearly been worked - the squared end seen at the 
forefront of the image above, the notch carved into this end and wooden dowels seen along 
its length all indicate that this is a worked timber, and not one that has occurred naturally. 
 
The presence of wooden dowels, called treenails in a maritime context, possibly point 
towards a post-medieval date for this timber as copper or iron nails are likely to have been 
used were it made later.  
 
Treenails are an effective building method. Free from corrosion (unlike metal counterparts), 
they swell to fit the gap they are inserted into when the timbers come into contact with water. 
This led to them being used heavily in shipbuilding technology. 
 
It is not possible to confirm conclusively whether this timber was used as part of a ship or 
not though given the context of its discovery, this would seem highly likely. The piece is a 
beam, as opposed to a plank, and so, were it used in shipbuilding, it may have been likely to 
be part of the frame rather than a floor, ceiling or wall surface. 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

WWAARRGG__3300003322::  
TTiimmbbeerr  

This find was discovered by an 
unnamed trawler and accessioned 
into Hastings Fishermen’s Museum. 
Wessex Archaeology photographed 
the find in August 2012. 
 
 
 
Museum ref: HFMUS_30025 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This artefact is a sea chest. It is made of iron laid in a lattice pattern and secured by 
iron studs, and displays a keyhole on the lid and dummy key hole on the front. Two 
strong latches can also be raised and padlocked on the front of the chest for added 
security. 
 
Chests like these were used to store the personal possessions of a sailor. This one 
made of iron by a clearly talented craftsman would have been very expensive. The 
level of security displayed by the chest – a lock, two latches and a dummy lock – 
indicate that the owner possessed items of financial or sentimental value (or that he 
deeply distrusted his crewmates). This is not the type of chest that would have been 
used by someone working offshore locally and returning to their home port at night 
as, even though the chest is relatively small, measuring 37cm in height by 67.3cm 
width, it is extremely heavy. 
 
Sea chests are not always as grand as this one and were commonly made of 
cheaper materials such as wood. 
  
Artefacts such as this one are incredibly important for what they reveal about life in 
the past. It is an evocative artefact which instantly brings to mind adventures on the 
high seas, long voyages away from home and conjures up stereotypical images of 
pirates’ treasure chests. It is hard to imagine anyone gazing at this find in the 
Museum failing to be captured by its mystery and intrigue. The value of having this 
artefact conserved and displayed to the public far outweighs its financial value and 
Hastings Fishermen’s Museum is commended for making it available to the public. 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300003333::  
SSeeaa  CChheesstt  

This item is on display in Hastings 
Fishermen’s Museum. It was donated to 
the Museum by Mr J. H. Savill and was 
accessioned in 1994. 
 
 
 
Museum ref: HASFM 1994.343 

 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WWAARRGG__3300003344::  
BBiinnnnaaccllee  

This wooden and copper artefact is the binnacle from the MV Certa. It was found by a trawler 
on January 22nd 1969 approximately 7 miles SE of Hastings. 
 
A binnacle houses instruments on board a ship, most commonly a compass. This example 
held the compass of the MV Certa which sank with the loss of two lives.  
 
The role of the binnacle is tri-fold: 
 

1) to provide a safe housing for expensive equipment on board a vessel 
 

2) to position the instrument in the eye line of the helmsman for ease of use 
 

3) to provide the optimum environment for the working of the instrument. To this end, 
compasses were mounted on a pivoted gimbal to counteract the pitching of the ship 
and a binnacle may have had spheres of metal attached to neutralise magnetic 
interference from iron (which was especially important on iron clad vessels). 

 
The negative affect of iron on a magnetic compass, combined with the corrosion resistant 
properties of copper probably gave rise to the copper construction of this example. 
 
Legally, all finds deemed to be wreck (flotsam, jetsam, lagan and derelict) remain property of 
their original owner and it is the role of the Receiver of Wreck to match salvaged material with 
an owner, where possible, or to deposit finds in a relevant museum.  
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

This artefact was found by an 
unnamed trawler 7 miles SE of 
Hastings. It was found in 1969 and is 
currently on display in Hastings 
Fishermen’s Museum. 
 
 
 
Museum ref: HFMUS_30027 

 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WWAARRGG__3300003355::  
LLiiffee  RRaafftt  HHaattcchh  

There are several clues as to the origin of this find – the camouflage paint, the German warning 
written in red on the piece and the aluminium it is constructed of all point to this item having 
originated on a German aircraft. 
 
Aluminium is often used in the construction of aircraft as it is light and planes needed to be light in 
order to get airborne. The camouflage paint in brown and green suggests a military role and the 
language used on the artefact is a strong indicator that this comes from a German aircraft. 
 
The wording ‘Achtung Nicht Betreten’ translates to ‘Warning do not enter’ or ‘Warning do not tread’.  
 
A former German pilot identified the find for the Museum, revealing it to be a life raft escape hatch 
from a German bomber, potentially a Heinkel. 
 
Finds of aircraft material on the south coast are not uncommon. Many aircraft flew over the region to 
attack or defend Britain during the Second World War, most notably during the battle of Britain in the 
summer of 1940. Planes shot down over the sea are poorly recorded – where records exist they are 
often vague giving an approximate distance from a town or city (for example, 5 miles from Hastings) 
which leaves a very broad area.  
 
Aircraft, being light in nature in order to get airborne, often fragment when downed in water – either 
due to the force of impact with the surface of the water or the seabed, or due to whatever cataclysmic 
damage has caused them to ditch in the first place. As such, aircraft remains can be spread over a 
wide area with no clear site or nucleus. 
 
It is highly likely that fishermen working off of the coast of Sussex will continue to find aircraft remains 
in the future. Downed aircraft are protected under the Protection of Military Remains Act (1986) and 
should not be knowingly disturbed. They may contain unexploded ordnance or they may represent 
war graves.  
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)

This item was discovered by an 
unnamed trawler. It is currently on 
display in Hastings Fishermen’s 
Museum, having been accessioned 
in 1998.  
 
Museum ref: HASFM 1998.81 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The shell has a 6 inch calibre. It displays an obturating ring, on the right in the image above, 
which were fitted to shells to create a seal between the shell and the breech of the gun firing 
it, trapping propellant gases behind to ensure efficient firing. This shell is of the correct 
calibre to have been fired by a QF 6 inch 40 calibre naval gun which were popular from the 
1890’s and were used during WWI. 
 
Unexploded ordnance, AKA UXO, pose a significant risk as degradation of the detonator or 
fuse can render them unstable and an impact could potentially detonate the device. Most 
ordnance found in British waters relates to WWI or WWII meaning that unexploded 
ordnance could have lain undisturbed for 70-100 years. The most dangerous MEC – 
munitions or explosives of concern – in UK waters lie within the wreck of the SS Richard 
Montgomery which sunk off of the Isle of Sheppey, Kent. Carrying approximately 1400 
tonnes of explosives and lying in shallow waters close to a populated area the vessel poses 
a significant risk. In living memory, and presumably before the extent of the risk was 
understood, enterprising locals offered summer boat trips around the wreck, the masts of 
which are visible from the shore. 
 
This find is described by the Museum as being a dummy round – dummy rounds carried no 
explosive and were fired as practice shots. Fishermen are trained or learn to recognise 
ordnance as unexploded munitions brought in with a catch could be highly dangerous. It is 
highly unlikely that the crew of the Valiant would have used it as ballast without being certain 
that is was completely safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300003366::  
DDuummmmyy  SShheellll  

This dummy shell was being used as 
ballast on board the Valiant before it was 
donated to the Museum. How it came to be 
in the possession of the crew of the Valiant 
is not recorded, though it is plausible that it 
was found offshore.  
 
Museum ref: HFMUS_30029 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This corroded metal find has been identified as a flying bomb – a German V1, or 
doodlebug, or at least part thereof. 
 
These bombs were fired at Britain from 1944 until 1945 with over 9000 (roughly 100 
per day) being aimed at the south-east of England from sites in France and Holland. 
The seemingly innocuous name ‘doodlebug’ was given to the bombs to describe the 
characteristic buzzing sound their pulse jet engines made when in flight. Armed only 
with enough fuel to reach Britain (where they were intended to drop from the sky as 
the fuel was exhausted) it was said that if you could hear the engine, you were safe. 
If the noise ceased, the bomb was about to descend.  
 
This bomb could have reached the seabed in a number of ways. It may have been 
shot down by anti-aircraft guns or by RAF aircraft as part of Operation Crossbow 
which protected the UK from such threats. It may have run out of fuel before 
reaching its intended target and hit instead the surface of the sea. Alternatively, after 
detonating on land the remains of the bomb may have been taken out to sea for 
disposal (a practice thought to have been used for blitz rubble removed from the City 
of Portsmouth and deposited to the east of the Isle of Wight).  
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300003388::  
DDooooddlleebbuugg  

This find was trawled by Our Lady (RX 59) 
from a location 2.5 miles off Hastings. It 
was found by Richard and Paul Read in 
the summer of 1998 and is currently on 
display in Hastings Fishermen’s Museum 
having been accessioned in 1999.  
 
Museum Ref: HASFM: 1999.37 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The metal fixings, glass lenses and straps of this mask have been lost to the sea but the 
recognisable rubber shape remains. Masks, helmets and cotton or sponge pads have been 
used to protect against gas in mining and polluted conditions for centuries but the modern 
gas mask was developed during the First World War to protect against chemical gas 
attacks.  
 
During the Second World War gas masks were issued to every British citizen to protect 
against gas attacks on the Home Front. This was thought necessary due to the extensive 
use of gas in WWI but, fortunately, gas was not used to attack Britain during WWII. Masks 
were also issued to servicemen and there are many still in existence in museums, private 
collections and people’s homes today. 
 
This example is an adult mask – smaller more brightly coloured masks were issued to 
children and full-body coverings were designed for babies. 
 
There are several scenarios that would account for its presence underwater. It may have 
been lost from a plane or from a ship or it may have been deposited at sea with domestic 
refuse after the war. Whilst it is plausible that a gas mask may have been taken on board a 
ship or a plane, aircraft were fitted with breathing masks for use during flight and a ship or 
plane would be an unlikely target for a gas attack. It may however have been part of 
someone’s personal kit.  
 
Another scenario is that it was dumped at sea following a major event, such as the 
evacuation of Dunkirk, and has drifted to where it was discovered. Finds like this one, 
relating to our recent past, are important additions to museums detailing our offshore 
heritage and this find is an evocative reminder of recent conflict. 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300003399::  
GGaass  MMaasskk  

This gas mask is displayed in 
Hastings Fishermen’s Museum. It is 
not known which vessel discovered 
it but incredibly it is described as 
‘line caught’.  
 
Museum ref: HFMUS_30031 

 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This find is difficult to interpret given the lack of distinguishing features on the item. 
 
It is a wooden timber with copper sheeting covering one end of the find. A copper 
bolt is visible part way along the wooden section of the artefact. Whilst the find is 
seemingly stable at present, it is in a poor condition and has suffered damage in the 
past. The nature of this damage is unconfirmed – many of the finds in the Museum 
have been donated by fishermen having been trawled or otherwise discovered 
offshore. If this find was also retrieved from a marine context, the damage may have 
originated when it entered the water, during its time in submersion, during recovery 
or whilst drying post-recovery. 
 
It is currently interpreted based on images alone as a ship’s timber. This is based on 
the presumed circumstances of its discovery and accession into the Museum, and 
because of the use of copper in its construction. Copper is commonly used offshore 
as it is far more resistant to the corroding effects of seawater than other metals, 
such as iron. The fact that the wood is sheeted in copper may suggest that this find 
was designed to spend time in submersion – either as part of the framing of the 
vessel or as part of the vessel such as the rudder. Unfortunately damage to the find 
prevents confirmation of this or further interpretation at this stage. 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300004400::  
SShhiipp’’ss  TTiimmbbeerr  

The circumstances of the discovery 
of this find are unknown. It is 
currently displayed in Hastings 
Fishermen's Museum. 
 
Museum reference is 
HFMUS_30032 

 



 

 

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WWAARRGG__3300004411::  
KKeeeepp  NNeett  

This is a keep net made of hemp on galvanised wire hoops or rings. It is sealed at 
the bottom and open at the top in order to trap freshwater fish. This type of net 
would have been commonly used in the past.  
 
Strung into the flow of a river or stream, fish would have been funnelled into the net, 
becoming trapped. They could then be landed and eaten or sold. Unfortunately fish 
were not the only creatures to become ensnared in these nets and other casualties 
include otters and eels.  
 
Because of the threat to eel populations this type of fishing was made illegal and 
nets like this one should no longer be in use. This example is made in the twentieth 
century by machine. 
 
The gifting of this net to the Museum ensures that information about this type of 
fishing, and the lessons in sustainability that can be learnt from it, are passed on to 
future generations. 
 
This find measures approximately 100cm by 30cm.  
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

This find was donated to the 
Hastings Fishermen’s Museum by 
Mr R Wood in 1987. 
 
 
Museum Ref: HASFM: 1994.287 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

These tools were essential in the maintenance and repair of wooden ships. This 
exhibit consists of a caulking mallet, various chisel shaped caulking irons and a reel 
of white Egyptian cotton. 
 
To make a wooden vessel watertight or the repair a seal which has lost its 
functionality, the caulker would drive cotton into the join between two timbers using 
the caulking irons and mallet. This would then be sealed with a putty or tar to ensure 
the integrity of the mend. 
 
The different tools seen here would have been carried by a caulker allowing him to 
select the most appropriate size for the repair being undertaken. Tools like these 
have largely fallen out of use, except in traditional ship building techniques, as 
vessels are now commonly made or clad in metal or plastics, or the traditional 
caulking is replaced with a modern marine sealant. 
 
The word ‘caulking’ continues in use though its meaning has adapted. Modern 
bathroom sealants are sometimes called caulking as they too form a watertight join 
between two surfaces. 
 
Whereas these tools would one day have been common on board sea going 
vessels, they are now more likely to be evidenced in museums and private 
collections. Preserving knowledge about them through their display in the Hastings 
Fishermen’s Museum ensures that this traditional art is not entirely lost.  
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300004422::  
CCaauullkkiinngg  TToooollss  

This set of caulking tools was 
accessioned into the Hastings 
Fishermen’s Museum in 1994. It is not 
recorded who donated them or how 
they came into the Museum’s 
collections. 
 
Museum ref: HASFM 1994.370 

  



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

These finds are ceramic tiles. They are in fairly robust condition though none of those 
photographed by Wessex Archaeology in August 2012 are intact. They have lettering clearly 
imprinted onto them though it has not been possible at present to interpret the lettering, 
given the broken nature of the finds. 
 
This type of tile was likely intended for use in building – potentially for flooring.  
 
They are reported to have come from a wreck known locally as ‘bricks and tiles’. The south 
coast is littered with shipwrecks – some of which are of national and international 
importance, whilst others have local significance or links to people and industries in distant 
parts of the country. Despite years of archaeological research, there are still many unnamed 
wrecks lying off of our coasts. Wrecks such as the one thought to have carried these tiles 
are often well known amongst a small group of local people using the waters around them 
and virtually unknown out of these circles. 
 
Understandably, many fishermen avoid known wrecks because of the damage that they can 
cause to nets and other fishing apparatus. However, depending on the circumstances of a 
wrecking event, a shipwreck may have a debris field lying around it consisting of ship 
structure and spilled cargo. It would appear a likely scenario that these tiles were recovered 
from the vicinity of the wreck of a ship that carried them as cargo. Information about these 
tiles will be added to national databases in order that future finds from the area can be 
understood in relation to these discoveries. 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300004433::  
CCeerraammiicc  TTiilleess  

These finds were recovered from an area 9 
miles south-east of Hastings. They are 
thought to be connected to a wreck known 
locally as ‘bricks and tiles’, presumably 
named for its cargo. These finds are 
currently displayed in Hastings 
Fishermen's Museum. 
 
Museum reference is HASFM: 2005.3  

 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This small screw propeller is made of bronze and it 
is described as having come from a Hastings fishing 
boat. It is now displayed in Hastings Fishermen’s 
Museum.  
 
Bronze is largely resistant to corrosion which makes 
it an excellent material for boat components, such as 
this one, which would spend the vast majority of its 
working life in submergence. The corrosive effect of 
seawater would be devastating on other metals such 
as iron, and copper, brass and bronze are commonly 
used in marine engineering for this reason. 
 
Whilst finds like these may seem innocuous, they 
can be extremely valuable for what they can teach 
about the development of fishing vessels over time. 
Forward drive for marine vehicles can be achieved in 
a variety of ways – oars, sails and propellers are all 
common.  
 
Screw propellers were first used in the late 18th century but did not become popular or dominant 
until the end of the 19th century. This example is likely to date from the first half of the twentieth 
century. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300004455::  
PPrrooppeelllleerr  

This propeller was donated to the Museum 
in 1997 by Steve Peak. It is currently 
displayed in Hastings Fishermen's 
Museum. 
 
 
 
Museum reference is HASFM: 1997.138  

 

 
 

WARG_30045 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This small iron grapnel is in excellent condition and is on display in Hastings 
Fishermen’s Museum. It displays 4 flukes, a pivoting head and has a small length of 
chain attached. 
 
Grapnels such as this one play several roles on board fishing vessels. They can be 
used to retrieve nets (using the flukes to snag rope in the water) or they can be 
deployed as anchors. This example is a relatively small one and would likely have 
been deployed by hand. The good quality of casting suggests a twentieth century 
date of manufacture though this cannot be confirmed on current evidence. 
 
The history of this find is unknown but it is likely to have been used by a fishing boat 
working off of the Sussex coast. It is described as having been donated by the 
Fishmarket Store. Larger grapnels are used in seabed clearance and Wessex 
Archaeology has provided archaeological support for material retrieved during 
grapnel runs ahead of commercial development offshore. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

WWAARRGG__3300004466::  
GGrraappnneell  

This find is catalogued as having 
come from the Fishmarket, Store in 
2001. It is currently displayed in 
Hastings Fishermen's Museum.  
 
 
Museum ref: HASFM: 2001.205 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is a skim or hand net with a wooden handle and 
an orange net. This type of net is commonly carried 
on board fishing vessels to assist with bringing in a 
catch. When a catch is too heavy to lift onto the 
boat, a skim net is employed to remove some of the 
haul from the trawl net, lightening the load without 
losing the catch. 
 
This example is traditionally built with a wooden 
handle, iron hoop and orange netting. It is described 
as measuring 4 feet in length.  
 
More modern equivalents of nets like these will be 
common place on fishing vessels operating out of 
Sussex, and across the country, today. The basic 
design – of a net held open by a loop attached to a 
pole to give reach – is thought to have originated in 
prehistory, potentially in the Palaeolithic or Old 
Stone Age.  The first examples would have been 
made of naturally occurring materials such as wood 
with a string net made of twisted plant fibres or 
animal sinew. Modern examples are manufactured 
from metal and plastics which are practical and 
hardwearing for work offshore.  
 
It is difficult to assign a date to this find but it potentially dates form the early twentieth century and is 
an evocative reminder of the role fishing has played in the industrial, social and personal history of 
Sussex. 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Monuments Record 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

WWAARRGG__3300004488::    
NNeett  

This find is catalogued as having 
come from the Fishmarket, Store in 
2001. It is currently displayed in 
Hastings Fishermen's Museum.  
 
 
Museum ref: HASFM: 2001.201 

 
 

Sussex Vessels 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This iron and wooden find is in poor condition, having heavily degraded during its 
time in submersion. It has some concretions around the head but is still recognisably 
an axe and is currently seemingly stable. 
  
This find is likely to have been lost by a vessel off of the Sussex coast. Axes such as 
this one may have played several roles on board vessel. The cutting edge could 
have been used to free trapped lines or rigging and it could have been used to chop 
firewood for the stove.  
 
Whilst details of its discovery are sparse, this find is thought to have been 
discovered offshore by fishermen before being donated to the Museum.  
 
On current evidence, dating this find is difficult though it potentially dates to the post-
medieval or modern periods (from 1500 onwards).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300005500::  
AAxxee  

This find was discovered by an 
unnamed trawler. It is currently 
displayed in Hastings Fishermen's 
Museum.  
 
 
Museum ref: HASFM: 1994.306 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This bottle contains a message and was retrieved from the sea by the crew of trawler RX 152. A 
transcript of the message was not available at the time of writing but it is recorded as having been 
written by George F. M. Ertle.  
 
Mr Ertle was contacted by a Mr Dannreuther – presumably one of the finders or a contact from the 
Museum – and Mr Ertle’s response is also displayed in the museum (Museum ref: HASFM 1994.82). 
The response is dated 13th July 1965. 
 
Messages in bottles are iconic symbols of the human need to communicate. They have been used for 
centuries to communicate messages, positions and information. The basic tenet is that a message is 
sealed in a water-tight container and cast into the sea or ocean. The current of the water moves the 
message, often many miles from its starting point. 
 
This form of communication has commonly been employed when all hope has been lost – by people 
shipwrecked and in need of rescue or by those who feared for the safety of their vessel using it as a 
means to communicate their final wishes to loved ones. Of course it is not a reliable form of 
communication and many thousands of messages may remain unrecovered and lost at sea. 
 
The principle of setting a message adrift has been employed in the study of tidal currents and 
researchers have released scores of bottles (or similar containers designed to be water-tight) into the 
ocean with the intention of studying where they are collected to assess water currents. Researchers 
received a boon in 1992 when 29,000 plastic bath toys were washed overboard from a container ship 
during a storm. The accidental mass release of so many recognisable objects into the water in one 
event provided a unique opportunity to study currents and finders were encouraged to report 
discoveries of the yellow ducks and other brightly coloured creatures when they made landfall. 
 
This bottle with its enigmatic message is an exciting and evocative addition to the museum. 
  
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300005522::  
MMeessssaaggee  iinn  aa  bboottttllee  

This find was donated to the 
museum by the crew of RX 152. It 
is currently displayed in Hastings 
Fishermen's Museum, alongside a 
typed letter from the man who cast 
it into the sea. 
 
Museum ref: HASFM: 1994.84 

 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Clay tobacco pipes like this one were in use from 
approximately 1600 onwards. They show a 
distinct typology in the construction of their 
bowls, which can allow relatively accurate dating.  
 
Images of this find were shown to Lorraine 
Mepham, finds specialist at Wessex 
Archaeology. This pipe is decorated with fluted 
patterns and has a spurred bowl. This example, 
Lorraine tells us, is likely to have been made in a 
mould. A faint seam, visible around the bowl of 
the pipe and extending down over the spur, 
suggests that this was manufactured in the 19th 
century. By this time, this type of pipe was being 
mass produced and manufacturing processes no 
longer allowed for the quality of finish seen on 
earlier examples, which would have seen the 
seam smoothed off. 
 
Clay pipes were very common especially among sailors, and tobacco sometimes formed 
part of the daily rations of a sailor in the British and other navies. They were seen as 
consumables and made in large quantities but due to their fragile nature were frequently 
damaged and subsequently discarded. It is remarkable that this example survived offshore 
and was retrieved intact. The finders are commended for their careful handling of the 
artefact and for reporting it appropriately. 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300005533::  
CCllaayy  ppiippee  

This find is retained in personal 
possession and is described as 
having been found off 4 miles off 
Eastbourne by a vessel using pots 
or creels. 
 
 
Wessex Archaeology ref: 
GDOSWELL_30015 

 
 
 

Detail on WARG_30053 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This wooden timber was discovered offshore. When it was discovered in the 1980’s it was 
around 15 feet in length. The finder, Graham Doswell, contacted an archaeologist who 
cleaned the find and reduced it to its current length. 
 
Identifying it is difficult due to the partial nature of the find. The item is a composite of three 
pieces of timber secured with copper fastenings and with a bronze plate and ‘loop’ affixed to 
one edge. The use of corrosion resistant metals in its construction suggests that this find 
was intended for use offshore and this item is likely to have formed part of a wooden or 
composite vessel. 
 
Images of the find were shown to Wessex Archaeology’s Coastal and Marine Team who 
agreed that the find may be part of the gunwale of a vessel with the ‘loop’ shown above 
providing a line guide for ropes as part of the rigging – this is known as a fairlead. The 
construction of the piece suggests that the fairlead could be adjusted to move to the left or 
right of its current position which would allow the ropes to be tensioned or repositioned. The 
section of wood standing proud in the centre of the item might be a stringer providing 
structural support for the gunwale and allowing the attachment of further framing. A screw 
noted on the top right of the image above appears to have an even thread suggesting that it 
was machine manufactured. This type of machinery didn’t become widespread until the late 
18th century and so this find is likely to date to the late 18th or 19th century.  
 
It is likely that this find formed part of a vessel. The rest of the vessel may be lying on the 
Sussex seabed, or this piece may have entered the water in some other way, for example 
through loss after damage or through deliberate disposal offshore.  
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

WWAARRGG__3300005544::  
TTiimmbbeerr  

This find is retained in personal 
possession and is described as 
having been found off Eastbourne 
by a vessel using nets. 
 
 
Wessex Archaeology ref: 
GDOSWELL_30016 

 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This cannonball was found offshore and appears to be suffering some degradation caused 
by the damaging effects of submersion and drying on iron finds.  
 
Round shot such as these were in use from the medieval period until the 19th century. Early 
examples were made of stone with iron becoming dominant from the 17th century onwards. 
This type of ammunition consists simply of a heavy round ball and receives its momentum 
from gunpowder placed behind it in the barrel of the cannon. They show little variation in 
construction over time but they do change weight and size reflecting changes in the design 
of the cannon used to fire them.  
 
This example is described as potentially having come from the vicinity of the wreck of the 
Resolution, which sank in Norman’s Bay during the Great Storm of 1703.  
 
Cannonballs are common finds in the south coast region which has played host to an 
abundance of battles, training shots and shipwrecks during the age of sail accounting for 
their presence on the seafloor. A concentration of them from one area may indicate the site 
of a naval battle, or (and especially if maritime material is recovered alongside them) the site 
of a shipwreck.  
 
This example may have been lost with a ship, it may have been fired from a ship or it may 
have been deliberately discarded overboard – either to lighten the load of a struggling 
vessel in severe weather, or to sink something to the seafloor (bodies were sometimes 
disposed of in this manner when a sailor died on board ship) 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

WWAARRGG__3300005555::  
CCaannnnoonnbbaallll  

This find is retained in personal possession 
and is described as having been found off 
Eastbourne by a vessel using pots or 
creels. 
 
 
 
Wessex Archaeology ref: 
GDOSWELL_30017 

 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Very little information is available about this potential site. It is described simply as 
‘propellers’ and lies at an unspecified location off Eastbourne. 
 
It is not confirmed how the description of propellers was arrived at and whether this was 
based on visual inspection or on finds retrieved from the seabed during fishing activity. 
 
It is also not know whether the description, if found to be accurate, relates to propellers 
designed for use in the marine sphere or whether it references propellers designed for use 
in aviation. 
 
Potential sites like this one are often first noted by fishermen. Pots and nets can become 
snagged on archaeology on the seabed – termed ‘net snags’. Information about such snags 
is often passed on verbally from vessel to vessel. This potentially means that there is a 
wealth of archaeological material on the seabed which is well evidenced by fishing vessels 
but which is not recorded elsewhere. Schemes such as the FIPAD provide a recognised 
framework through which finds on the seabed can be reported and recorded.  
 
Information reported through the FIPAD is uploaded onto national databases which act as a 
point of reference for all archaeological projects, planning consents and offshore 
developments with regards to heritage. In this instance, this potential site will be reported to 
the National Record of the Historic Environment maintained by English Heritage (previously 
the National Monuments Record) and the Historic Environment Record for East Sussex. 
This discovery will also be reported to the Local Government Archaeology Officer and to the 
local Finds Liaison Officer.   
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300005566::  
‘‘PPrrooppeelllleerrss’’  

This potential site is described as 
having been found off Eastbourne 
by a vessel using fastener pots or 
creels. It was reported to Wessex 
Archaeology in August 2012. 
 
 
Wessex Archaeology ref: 
GDOSWELL_30018 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This headless and abraded stone statue is interpreted as 
having an ecclesiastical background. It was found off of 
Bosham by a fisherman using an oyster dredge and is one 
of the most evocative finds yet reported through the 
Protocol. 
 
 
The statue is made of granite – a difficult material in which 
to pick out fine details though it is clear that the figure is 
wearing a draped garment similar to a Roman toga. Iain 
Hewitt of Bournemouth University notes that early post-
Roman Christians frequently regarded Roman stylistic 
elements as being synonymous with Christianity – hence 
many Christian images depict characters wearing draped 
‘toga-like’ garments.  
 
The statue itself is not thought to date from the Romano-British period (it is thought to be later) though as yet it is 
not firmly dated. Stone artefacts are dated based on typological styling and the absence of the head and abrasion 
of finer details makes firm dating of this find unlikely at this stage. 
 
Granite is a robust and hard-wearing material which suggests that this statue was intended for display outside 
where the fabric of the stone would give it some protection from the elements. Wessex Archaeology staff noted 
that Bosham church, close to the area from which it was recovered, has a niche designed to hold a small 
statuette (and which currently holds a statue of Madonna and child).  
 
How the statue came to be offshore is unknown but two likely scenarios have been suggested. Iain puts forward 
the plausible theory that the statue may have fallen victim to a post-medieval iconoclasm. The second 
commandment – ‘No graven images or likenesses’ -  bans the worship of icons and this figure, which has been 
decapitated, may have been cast aside under this commandment. Alternatively, the statue may have been 
damaged and cast into the sea during civil unrest, such as the siege of Chichester during the English Civil War 
which occurred in December 1642 or the sacking of the city by earlier invaders (depending on the age of the 
statue).  
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for West Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for West Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

WWAARRGG__3300005577::  
SSttoonnee  SSttaattuuee  

This stone statue was found 400 
yards off Bosham by a vessel using 
an oyster dredge. It is currently 
retained in a private collection. It 
was reported to Wessex 
Archaeology in August 2012. 
 
WA ref: GEDWARDS_30019 

 
 
Madonna and Child – Bosham Church, Sussex 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These two floats are displayed in the Hastings 
Fishermen’s Museum. The metal float, shown above, 
bears the inscription "Profonder Maximum: 400M 
Patent No.96803; S.E.A. Le Beon Lorient, France". Le 
Beon is a French manufacturing company based in 
Lorient, a sea-port in Brittany on France’s north-
western coast. This find has been interpreted as being 
a float – used to hold trawl nets in the water column. 
 
WARG_30027 is a glass float covered in a knotted 
net. This helps to protect the float from damage whilst 
in use and provides a method for it to be attached to 
fishing nets. This type of float was reportedly popular 
with French fishermen for holding trawl and drift nets. 
 
 
Both of these floats are likely to have come adrift whilst in use, which has resulted in their discovery 
and eventual deposition with the Museum. Neither is thought on current evidence to be indicative of a 
site of further archaeological significance on the seabed, though both are interesting additions to the 
Museum. 
 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded 
to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic 

Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East 

Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer 

for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable 

Antiquities Scheme)  
 

WWAARRGG__3300006611  aanndd  
WWAARRGG__3300002277::    

FFllooaattss  
These two floats are exhibits in the 
Hastings Fishermen’s Museum. The metal 
float (WARG_30061) was found on a 
beach. The circumstances of the discovery 
of the glass float (WARG_30027) are not 
known. 
 
Museum ref: WARG_30061 - HASFM: 2001.307; 
WARG_30027 - HFMUS_30020 

  

 
 

WARG_30027: Glass float 

 
 

Modern floats in use in Sussex 



 

  

                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This heavily degraded wood and iron find is a 
flintlock musket. It was found on a beach, 
where it had presumably been washed by 
the tide, and was donated to the Museum in 
1995. It is in poor condition, due to its time 
spent submerged, and is heavily corroded 
with some concretions. Despite this, it is 
currently seemingly stable. 
 
The Museum catalogue records that this find 
is a flintlock musket dating from 1820. It is 
thought to be French and is described as 
having come from a shipwreck known locally 
as the ‘Tombstone’ shipwreck. 
 
Flintlock muskets are so named because an angular piece of worked flint is installed 
into the mechanism within the gun which provides the spark for firing. This 
technology replaced earlier designs such as the matchlock musket (example 
pictured). 
 
 
Information about this discovery has been forwarded to:  

• English Heritage 
• IFCA 
• Ministry of Defence 
• The Receiver of Wreck  
• The National Record of the Historic Environment 
• The Historic Environment Record for East Sussex 
• The Local Government Archaeology Officer for East Sussex 
• The Sussex Finds Liaison Officer (Portable Antiquities Scheme)  

 

WWAARRGG__3300006622::  
FFlliinnttlloocckk  MMuusskkeett  

This find is described as a beach 
find. It is currently displayed in 
Hastings Fishermen's Museum 
having been accessioned to the 
Museum in 1995. 
 
 
Museum ref: HASFM: 1995.10 

 
 
Butt of a matchlock musket found in the 

Thames and investigated by Wessex 
Archaeology 
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