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Summary 

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by CgMs Consulting Ltd. on behalf of Bloor Homes to 
undertake an archaeological evaluation on land off Willington Road, Etwall, Derbyshire (NGR SK 
27200, 31300). A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI, CgMs 2014) was prepared and was 
submitted to Steve Baker, the Development Control Archaeologist for Derby and Derbyshire, for 
approval. 

Evidence of ridge and furrow strip cultivation was found across the Site, with the entire Site 
contained within a single area of strip cultivation. This agricultural activity may be of medieval or 
post-medieval in date. No other archaeological deposits or artefacts were identified, confirming that 
the Site lay at some distance from the medieval/post medieval core of Etwall. 

The archive of the archaeological evaluation is currently held at the offices of Wessex Archaeology 
in Sheffield, under the project code 107500. It is recommended that the project archive be 
deposited at Derby Museum under an accession number to be determined. An OASIS form, ID 
number wessexar1-201843 has been provisionally completed and will be finally submitted at the 
time of deposition. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 

1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by CgMs Consulting Ltd. On behalf of Bloor 
Homes (hereafter ‘the Client’) to undertake an archaeological evaluation on land off 
Willington Road, Etwall, Derbyshire, hereafter ‘the Site’ (NGR SK 27200 31300; Figure 1). 

1.1.2 Outline planning permission has been granted by South Derbyshire District Council for 
‘development of up to 100 dwellings, public open space, drainage and associated works’. 
This evaluation was designed to help fulfil a condition of the planning permission. 

1.1.3 A Written Scheme of Investigation (CgMs 2014) was prepared in accordance with current 
industry guidance provided by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA 2014a and 
2014b) and in accordance with CIfA Codes of Conduct (2014c). The WSI was submitted 
to Steve Baker, the Development Control Archaeologist for Derby City and Derbyshire, for 
approval.  

1.2 The Site 

1.2.1 The Site comprises a pasture, part of a second pasture and part of an arable field to the 
south of Willington Road, at the south-eastern edge of Etwall near Derby (Figure 1). The 
Site is bounded by Willington Road to the north, by housing to the west and by further 
fields to the south and east. The majority of the Site is intended for residential 
development, with ancillary development in the arable field to the south. 

1.3 Geology 

1.3.1 The British Geological Survey records the solid geology of the Site as Mudstone 
belonging to the Gunthorpe member, with no superficial deposits recorded. 
(http://maps.bgs.ac.uk/) 

1.4 Topography 

1.4.1 The Site slopes gently down from 75m above Ordnance Datum (aOD) in the north to 65m 
aOD in the south, where the land flattens out. 

 

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 The following section summarises the archaeological background of the Site which was 
detailed in the written scheme of investigation (CgMs 2014).  
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2.2 Prehistoric/Roman 

2.2.1 A low or nil potential for prehistoric or Romano-British archaeology was identified. The 
majority of activity within the wider area dating to the prehistoric and Roman periods is 
concentrated on the lighter, fertile soils of the sands and gravels of the Trent valley to the 
south. 

2.3 Medieval/post-medieval 

2.3.1 The Site is located outside the medieval and post-medieval core of Etwall and there is no 
material evidence of earlier settlement within the immediate area of the Site. Evidence of 
medieval or post-medieval ridge and furrow strip cultivation is visible as earthworks in the 
east of the Site, and was identified across the Site by the geophysical survey. 

 

3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 General 

3.1.1 Detailed methodology for the work can be found in the Written Scheme of Investigation 
(CgMs 2014). Wessex Archaeology procedures conform to industry best practice, as 
outlined in the standards and guidance documentation issued by the Chartered Institute 
for Archaeologists (CIfA 2014c), the United Kingdom Institute of Conservation (UKIC 
2001). The methodology conforms to the requirements of the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

3.1.2 The programme of archaeological investigation was conducted within the general 
research parameters and objectives defined by ‘East Midlands Heritage: A research 
Agenda and Strategy for the Historic Environment‘ (compiled on behalf of the region’s 
historic environment community by D. Knight, B. Vyner and C. Allen) and the earlier 
Archaeological Resource Assessment and Research Agenda for the East Midlands ‘The 
Archaeology of the East Midlands‘ edited by N. Cooper (2006). The investigation also took 
account of the national research programmes outlined in English Heritage’s ‘Strategic 
Framework for historic Environment Activities and Programmes in English Heritage 
(SHAPE)’ published in 2008. 

3.1.3 Ten trial trenches were excavated, eight of which were 50m long (Trenches 1-8), and two 
were 30m long (Trenches 9 and 10). The trench locations were informed by a strategy 
designed to provide a sufficient sample of the Site to characterise its archaeological 
potential. 

3.2 Machine excavation 

3.2.1 Topsoil was removed using an 180˚ mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching 
bucket, working under the continuous direct supervision of a suitably experienced 
archaeologist. Topsoil and overburden were removed in a series of level spits down to the 
level of the upper archaeological horizon, or the level of the natural geology, whichever 
was reached first. 

3.3 Hand excavation 

3.3.1 No hand excavation was undertaken due to the negative results of the evaluation. 
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3.4 Recording 

3.4.1 All deposits were recorded using Wessex Archaeology’s pro forma recording sheets and a 
continuous unique numbering system. A stratigraphic matrix was compiled to record the 
relationships between features and deposits. 

3.4.2 Excavated areas and deposits were located by means of an RTK GPS system and tied 
into the OS grid with a tolerance of better than + or - 100mm. All deposits had spot heights 
recorded in relation to Ordnance Datum, correct to two decimal places.  

3.4.3 A photographic record was maintained using digital images. 35mm monochrome film 
equipment was available but was not required due to the negative results of the 
evaluation. 

 

4 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

4.1 General 

3.1.1 The objectives of the programme of archaeological investigation were: 

 to establish the presence/absence of features, deposits and/or finds of archaeological 
interest; 

 to provide sufficient information regarding the character, origin, date, preservation and 
significance of any archaeological features/deposits and/or finds to determine the need 
for and scope of any further works; 

 to ensure the appropriate investigation and recording of any archaeological remains 
encountered; 

 to disseminate the results of the archaeological investigation, and advance 
understanding of the Site’s archaeology as appropriate; and, 

 to produce a Site archive for deposition with an appropriate museum if appropriate. 

 

5 RESULTS 

5.1 Introduction 

5.1.1 The following section provides a summary of the information held in the Site archive, with 
a full list of context numbers and context descriptions contained in Appendix 1. 

5.2 General stratigraphy 

5.2.1 The natural geological substrate (e.g. 103) was generally described as silty clay, although 
in Trenches 3, 5 and 9 it was described as sandy clay, and varied from yellowish brown in 
the north through brown to reddish brown in the south. Relic ploughsoil subsoil (e.g. 102) 
was present in all trenches, typically mid brown silty clay up to 0.2m in depth. The topsoil 
(e.g. 101) was dark brown silty clay, and varied from 0.21m to 0.3m in depth. The majority 
of deposits contained inclusions of small subrounded stones. 

5.2.2 In the western pasture (Trenches 1, 2, 4, 6, 7 and 8), the interface between subsoil and 
natural was very uneven and jumbled, requiring moderately deep machining and being 
indicative of infrequent, imperfect ploughing prior to the formation of the relic subsoil. 
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5.3 Ridge and furrow 

5.3.1 In the eastern pasture (the area of Trenches 3 and 5) slight earthwork ridges were visible 
forming long “S” shapes. These “S” shaped ridges appeared to run from the southern 
boundary of the field to Willington Road in the north. The tenant farmer reported that he 
had ploughed the western pasture (Trenches 1, 2, 4, 6, 7 and 8) more frequently than the 
eastern pasture, which explains the absence of earthwork ridges there. No earthwork 
ridges were present in the southern arable field (Trenches 9 and 10) due to frequent 
ploughing. 

5.3.2 As anticipated from the geophysical survey, furrows were found in all trenches except for 
Trenches 8 and 10 which were on the same alignment as the ridge and furrow. The 
furrows were typically 6m apart in the north and up to 9m apart in the south. A maximum 
width of 1.8m was recorded for a furrow. The furrows ran north to south up and down the 
slope of the field. The furrows (e.g. 104) were filled with mid-brown silty clay, sometimes 
with stone inclusions (e.g. 105). The fill of the furrows was similar, but not identical, to the 
relic ploughsoil subsoil (e.g. 102). 

5.4 Archaeological features 

5.4.1 Other than the ridge and furrow, no archaeological features were identified. 

 

6 FINDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

6.1 General 

6.1.1 No archaeological finds were recovered from the Site. No environmental samples were 
taken. 

 

7 DISCUSSION 

7.1 Conclusion 

7.1.1 Evidence of ridge and furrow strip cultivation was found across the Site, with the entire 
Site contained within a single area of strip cultivation. This agricultural activity may be of 
medieval or post-medieval date. 

7.1.2 No other archaeological deposits or artefacts were identified, confirming that the Site lay 
at some distance from the medieval/post-medieval core of Etwall. No phases of earlier 
settlement were identified. 

 

8 STORAGE AND CURATION 

8.1 Museum 

8.1.1 It is recommended that the project archive resulting from the excavation be deposited with 
Derby Museum under an accession number to be determined. 
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8.2 Preparation of archive 

8.2.1 The complete Site archive, which will include paper records, photographic records, 
graphics, and digital data, will be prepared following the standard conditions for the 
acceptance of excavated archaeological material by Derby Museum, and in general 
following nationally recommended guidelines (SMA 1995; CIfA 2014b; Brown 2011; ADS 
2013).  

8.2.2 All archive elements will be marked with the accession code, and a full index will be 
prepared. 

8.3 Security copy 

8.3.1 In line with current best practice (e.g. Brown 2011); on completion of the project a security 
copy of the written records will be prepared, in the form of a digital PDF/A file. PDF/A is an 
ISO-standardised version of the Portable Document Format (PDF) designed for the digital 
preservation of electronic documents through omission of features ill-suited to long-term 
archiving. 

  



 
Land off Willington Road, Etwall, Derbyshire

Evaluation Report

 

 

107500.01
6 

 

9 REFERENCES 

9.1 Bibliography 

 

ADS, 2013, Caring for Digital Data in Archaeology: a guide to good practice, Archaeology 
Data Service & Digital Antiquity Guides to Good Practice 

CgMs Consulting Ltd., 2014, Written Scheme of Investigation for Archaeological Work: 
Land off Willington Road, Etwall, Derbyshire. Unpublished client report 

Brown, D.H., 2011, Archaeological archives; a guide to best practice in creation, 
compilation, transfer and curation, Archaeological Archives Forum (revised 
edition) 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA), 2014a, Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Excavation 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (IfA), 2014b, Standard and Guidance for the 
Collection, Documentation, Conservation and Research of Archaeological 
Materials 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (IfA), 2014c, Codes of Conduct 

Cooper, N., 2006, The Archaeology of the East Midlands (in Cooper, N. (ed), 2006, 
Archaeological Resource Assessment and Research Agenda for the East 
Midlands) 

English Heritage, 2008, Strategic Framework for Historic Environment Activities and 
Programmes in English Heritage (SHAPE) 

Knight, D., Vyner, B. and Allen, C., 2012, East Midlands Heritage: An updated research 
agenda and strategy for the historic environment of the East Midlands 

Society of Museum Archaeologists (SMA), 1995 Towards an Accessible Archaeological 
Archive, Society of Museum Archaeologists 

United Kingdom Institute of Conservation (UKIC), 2001, Guidelines for the Preparation of 
Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage 

 

9.2 Online sources 

NERC, 2014. Geology of Britain online viewer, accessed 12/08/14, 
<http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringgeology/geologyofbritain/viewer.html> 

 



 
Land off Willington Road, Etwall, Derbyshire

Evaluation Report

 

 

107500.01
7 

 

10 APPENDICES 

10.1 Appendix 1: Context descriptions 

Trench 1 

Context Description Depth 
(m BGL) 

101 Topsoil: Dark brown loose mixed clay  0-0.3

102 Subsoil: mid brown clay with some stone inclusions 0.3-0.5

103 Natural: light yellowish brown silty clay with many stone inclusions 0.5+

104 Cut: example of furrow. Running N-S, 6m spacing, typically 1.8m wide.  0.5+

105 Fill: example of furrow. Mid brown clay with stone inclusions. 0.5+

 
Trench 2 

Context Description Depth 
(m BGL) 

201 Topsoil: Dark brown loose mixed clay  0-0.35

202 Subsoil: mid brown clay with some stone inclusions 0.35-0.5

203 Natural: light yellowish brown silty clay with many stone inclusions 0.5+

204 Cut: furrow appearing in N end of trench. Running N-S, 0.8m wide.  0.5+

205 Fill: fill of furrow. Mid brown clay with stone inclusions. 0.5+

 
Trench 3 

Context Description Depth 
(m BGL) 

301 Topsoil: Dark grey-brown silty clay Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0-0.23

302 Subsoil: mid grey-brown silty clay. Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0.23-
0.34 

303 Natural: light brown clayey sand. Abundant small-medium subrounded pebbles. 0.34+

304 Cut: example of furrow. Running N-S, 6m spacing, typically 1.6m wide.  0.34+

305 Fill: example of furrow. Dark brown silty clay with no inclusions. 0.34+

 
Trench 4 

Context Description Depth 
(m BGL) 

401 Topsoil: Dark brown loose mixed clay  0-0.3

402 Subsoil: mid brown clay with some stone inclusions 0.3-0.5
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403 Natural: light yellowish brown silty clay with many stone inclusions 0.5+

404 Cut: example of furrow. Running N-S, 5.5m spacing, typically 1.8m wide.  0.5+

405 Fill: example of furrow. Dark brown clay with stone inclusions. 0.5+

 
 
Trench 5 

Context Description Depth 
(m BGL) 

501 Topsoil: Dark grey-brown silty clay Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0-0.21

502 Subsoil: mid grey-brown silty clay. Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0.21-
0.27 

503 Natural: light brown clayey sand. Abundant small-medium subrounded pebbles. 0.27+

504 Cut: example of furrow. Running N-S, 6m spacing, typically 1.6m wide. 7 in trench. 0.27+

505 Fill: example of furrow. Dark brown silty clay with no inclusions. 0.27+

 
Trench 6 

Context Description Depth 
(m BGL) 

601 Topsoil: Dark brown loose mixed clay  0-0.3

602 Subsoil: mid brown clay with some stone inclusions 0.3-0.5

603 Natural: light yellowish brown silty clay with many stone inclusions 0.5+

604 Cut: example of furrow. Running N-S, typically 1.6m wide. 2 in trench running obliquely. 0.5+

605 Fill: example of furrow. Dark brown silty clay with no inclusions. 0.5+

 
Trench 7 

Context Description Depth 
(m BGL) 

701 Topsoil: Dark grey-brown silty clay Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0-0.3

702 Subsoil: mid grey-brown silty clay. Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0.3-0.48

703 Natural: light reddish brown silty clay. Abundant small-medium subrounded pebbles. 0.48-
0.55+ 

704 Cut: example of furrow. Running N-S, 8-9m spacing, typically 1.5m wide. 7 in trench. 0.48+

705 Fill: example of furrow. Dark brown silty clay. S parse small subrounded pebbles. 0.48+
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Trench 8 

Context Description Depth 
(m BGL) 

801 Topsoil: Dark grey-brown silty clay Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0-0.3

802 Subsoil: mid grey-brown silty clay. Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0.3-0.5

803 Natural: light reddish brown silty clay. Abundant small-medium subrounded pebbles. 0.5+

 
Trench 9 

Context Description Depth 
(m BGL) 

901 Topsoil: Dark grey-brown silty clay Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0-0.31

902 Subsoil: mid grey-brown sandy clay. Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0.31-
0.48 

903 Natural: light reddish brown silty clay. Abundant small-medium subrounded pebbles. 0.48-
0.59+ 

904 Cut: example of furrow. Running N-S, 8-9m spacing, 0.6-0.9m wide. 7 in trench. 0.48+

905 Fill: example of furrow. Dark brown silty clay. S parse small subrounded pebbles. 0.48+

 
Trench 

10 

Context Description Depth 
(m BGL) 

1001 Topsoil: Dark grey-brown silty clay Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0-0.29

1002 Subsoil: mid grey-brown silty clay. Sparse small subrounded pebbles. 0.29-0.4

1003 Natural: light reddish brown silty clay. Abundant small-medium subrounded pebbles. 0.4+
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Plate 1:Trench 1 from east

Plate 2: Trench 2 from south
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Plate :3 westTrench 3 from

Plate :4 westTrench 4 from
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Plate :5 eastTrench 5 from

Plate :6 southTrench 6 from
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Plate :7 westTrench 7 from

Plate :6 southTrench 8 from
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Plate :9 eastTrench 9 from

Plate :10 southTrench 10 from
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Plate :11 Example furrow in , from southTrench 4
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