n

making sense of heritage

Islington Lane, Elton and Winster, Peak District,
Derbyshire

Archaeological Watching Brief Report

Ref: 107460.01
April 2015

[1] archaeology



Islington Lane, Elton and Winster, Peak District,
Derbyshire

Archaeological Watching Brief Report

Prepared for:
Amey PLC
One Supply Chain West
Lameledge Lane
Shifnal
TF118SD

Prepared by:
Wessex Archaeology
Unit R6
Riverside Block
Sheaf Bank Business Park
Prospect Road
Sheffield
S2 3EN

www.wessexarch.co.uk

April 2015

107460.01

© Wessex Archaeology Ltd 2015, all rights reserved
Wessex Archaeology Ltd is a Registered Charity No. 287786 (England & Wales) and SC042630 (Scotland)



Islington Lane, Elton and Winster, Peak District, Derbyshire
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

Quality Assurance

Project Code (107460 Accession TBC Client [n/a
Code Ref.
Planning n/a Ordnance Survey [423170, 360539 to 423682, 360030
Application (OS) national grid
Ref. reference (NGR)
Version Status* Prepared by Checked and Approver’s Signature Date
Approved By

vO1 I LS/ACK 09/04/2015
File: S:\PROJECTS\107460\_Reports\_V1

' LS/ACK _ ]
v02 F @ D ca’?r\jw 10/04/2015

File: S:\PROJECTS\107460\_Reports\_V2

File:

File:

File:

File:

* | = Internal Draft; E = External Draft; F = Final

DISCLAIMER

THE MATERIAL CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT WAS DESIGNED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF A REPORT TO AN INDIVIDUAL CLIENT AND WAS
PREPARED SOLELY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THAT CLIENT. THE MATERIAL CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT DOES NOT NECESSARILY STAND ON
ITS OWN AND IS NOT INTENDED TO NOR SHOULD IT BE RELIED UPON BY ANY THIRD PARTY. TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW
WESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY WILL NOT BE LIABLE BY REASON OF BREACH OF CONTRACT NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE FOR ANY LOSS OR
DAMAGE (WHETHER DIRECT INDIRECT OR CONSEQUENTIAL) OCCASIONED TO ANY PERSON ACTING OR OMITTING TO ACT OR REFRAINING
FROM ACTING IN RELIANCE UPON THE MATERIAL CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT ARISING FROM OR CONNECTED WITH ANY ERROR OR
OMISSION IN THE MATERIAL CONTAINED IN THE REPORT. LOSS OR DAMAGE AS REFERRED TO ABOVE SHALL BE DEEMED TO INCLUDE,
BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO, ANY LOSS OF PROFITS OR ANTICIPATED PROFITS DAMAGE TO REPUTATION OR GOODWILL LOSS OF BUSINESS OR
ANTICIPATED BUSINESS DAMAGES COSTS EXPENSES INCURRED OR PAYABLE TO ANY THIRD PARTY (IN ALL CASES WHETHER DIRECT
INDIRECT OR CONSEQUENTIAL) OR ANY OTHER DIRECT INDIRECT OR CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS OR DAMAGE.




Islington Lane, Elton and Winster, Peak District, Derbyshire
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

Islington Lane, Elton and Winster, Peak District,
Derbyshire

Archaeological Watching Brief Report

Contents

SUMMIBIY ... oottt e e e e e e e e et e e e e ee e e e sanesseeaeeeee e nsansseeseeee e eeemasssnnseeeeeeeaennnaeeeeeeannns ii
ACKNOWIEAGEIMENTS ...t e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e eee e e nnnsneees iii
1 LI 30 L o [ 1
1.1 Project DACKgrOUNd ... ..o e e e e e e e 1
1.2 Site Location and DesCriPioN ....... ... 1
2 HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND...........coooeeeerieeceeeeeme e meeeenneas 1
21 (T 0= | USSR PSPRR 1
3 METHODOLOGY. ......eooiiiceeieeeameeescmeeesseeeeesnessasmsessmmee s seesasnsseasmsessmseesasseessansseaansessnsnsessnes 2
3.1 AIMS @Nd ODJECHIVES ... et 2
3.2 Fieldwork methodolOogy .............ooo e e 2
4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS .....ceiceeceeceecemc e smceemmme e e e seesms e smnnesemmeesemeeees s eesmnneean 2
41 111 (oo 18 Tox (o o USSR 2
42 SUMIM@IY ...t e et e e e e et e e e e e e e e e se e e e e eaeeeen e nnsseseeeaeaeaennnnaeeeas 2
5 DISCUSSION... ... e e e e cmcee e s e eesc e e s ssme e e meesmseeesseeeasmsessmseesssmesassnseeasnsessnsnsesnesn 3
51 SUMIM@IY ...ttt e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e se e e e e eaeee e nnseeseeeeeaeannnnnaeanns 3
6 STORAGE AND CURATION......ceeee e ece e e e e e e s esme s e e s e s sesmseesmmnessmmme e s e eeennseeemnneean 3
6.1 LU= o USSR 3
6.2 L =SSR 3
6.3 DISCAIA POIICY ...ttt e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeannan 3
6.4 SBCUIEY COPY ittt et e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e nn e e e e eee e e e e eeeaeeeennnnes 3
7 = o O 4
71 BIDHOGrapny ...t e e e e e e e e e e 4
8 F o L 5
8.1 AppendiX 1: Context INAEX ... e e e e 5
Figures

Figure 1 Site location
Figure 2 Representative sections of Trenches 1, 2 and 3

Plates

Plate 1 Southwest facing shot of Trench 1

Plate 2 West facing representative section of Trench 1
Plate 3 North facing shot of Trench 3

i 107460.01



Islington Lane, Elton and Winster, Peak District, Derbyshire
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

Islington Lane, Elton and Winster, Peak District,
Derbyshire

Archaeological Watching Brief Report

Summary

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Amey PLC (hereafter ‘the Client’) to undertake an
archaeological watching brief during groundworks along the eastern side of Islington Lane,
between the villages of Edale and Winston, Derbyshire, National Grid Reference (NGR) 423170,
360539 to 423620, 360030. The groundworks were being carried out to replace a water main.

The watching brief comprised the monitoring of three sections of trenching through three fields.
The trenching ran from the junction of Islington Lane and Buckdale Lane to the south-east for
approximately 322m.

No archaeological structures, features, deposits or finds were encountered.
The project archive has been compiled according to the Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI)

(Wessex Archaeology 2015) and is fully cross referenced and indexed. It is currently held by
Wessex Archaeology under the project code 107460.

ii 107460.01
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INTRODUCTION

Project background

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Amey PLC to undertake an archaeological
watching brief on land east of Islington Lane, between Elton and Winster, Derbyshire
(hereafter ‘the Scheme’); National Grid Reference (NGR) 423170, 360539 to 423620,
360030 (Figure 1).

Wessex Archaeology produced a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) (Wessex
Archaeology 2015) outlining how the requirements of the work would be met and was
prepared in accordance with current industry guidance (CIfA 2014a-d). The WSI was
submitted to the Client and the Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA) for
information.

Site Location and Description

The Scheme was located along the eastern side of Islington Lane between the villages of
Elton and Winster, Derbyshire. It begins just after the junction of Islington Lane and
Buckdale Lane and continues south-east for approximately 322m.

The Scheme is surrounded by farmland with the occasional farm building, with the village
of Winster situated north-east of Islington Lane, which contains approximately 70 Grade I
listed buildings, none of which are situated near the area of proposed works (Archaeology
Data Service, http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/).

The Scheme crosses gently undulating land. The underlying geology of the Scheme
compromises limestone, dolomitic of the Monsal Dale Limestone Formation. The local
environment was previously dominated by shallow carbonate seas which means the area
should be rich in corals and shell type faunas. No superficial deposits are known (British

Geological Survey, http://www.bgs.ac.uk/).

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

General
The following information was derived from a rapid online search.

No known heritage assets were thought to be at risk from the Scheme itself, however,
within the wider area remains of prehistoric, Roman, Anglo-Saxon, Medieval and post-
medieval activity have been recorded in the form of sites and findspots (Heritage
Gateway, http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/). Of particular relevance are -cultivation
earthworks to the immediate north of the Scheme which are thought to date to the

1 107460.01
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medieval period and documentary references to a settlement on Islington Lane, built
before 1735.

METHODOLOGY

Aims and objectives

The general aims of the project were:

. to accurately record the location and stratigraphy of areas excavated during
groundworks;

. to determine the extent, condition, character, importance and date of any
archaeological evidence encountered;

. to provide information that will enable the archaeological remains to be placed within
their local, regional and national contexts; and

. to produce an accurate and comprehensive record and report of any archaeological
deposits disturbed by the Site works.

Fieldwork methodology

An archaeological watching brief was carried out by Wessex Archaeology on the
groundworks along specific areas along the Scheme (Figure 1).

All excavation areas were scanned using a CAT to check for uncharted services in
advance of excavation.

Soils were removed using a mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket,
working under the continuous direct supervision of a suitably experienced archaeologist.

A full written, drawn and photographic record was made of excavated trenches. All
recording was undertaken using Wessex Archaeology’s pro forma recording sheets.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS

Introduction

A total of three trenches (Trenches 1 — 3) were opened through three fields (Fields 1 — 3,
Figure 1).

Summary

Trench 1 (Plate 1 & 2) lay to the south east of the site. The works encountered dark
brown grey silty clay topsoil (100) and underlying natural yellow brown silty clay beginning
at a depth of 0.2m (101) and bedrock deposits (102) beginning at 0.7m (Figure 2). No
archaeology was encountered.

Trench 2 lay to the north west of Trench 1. The works encountered grey brown silty clay
topsoil (200) to a depth of 0.15m overlying deposits of natural brown grey sandy silt (201)
and lower natural limestone deposits (202) beginning at 0.7m (Figure 3). No archaeology
was encountered.

2 107460.01
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Trench 3 (Plate 3) lay to the north west of Trench 2. The works encountered brown grey
sandy silt topsoil (301) to a depth of 0.1m. The topsoil overlay a mid orangey brown sandy
silt subsoil (302) which overlay a deposit of natural yellow white limestone (303) beginning
at 0.7m (Figure 4). No archaeology was encountered.

DISCUSSION

Summary

The watching brief comprised monitoring of three sections of trenching, through three
fields. No archaeological structures, features, deposits or finds were encountered.

STORAGE AND CURATION

Museum

The project archive resulting from the excavation will be deposited with Buxton Museum.
The Museums Service has agreed in principle to accept the project archive on completion
of the project.

Archive

The complete site archive, which will include paper records, photographic records, and
digital data, will be prepared following the standard conditions for the acceptance of
excavated archaeological material by Buxton Museum, and in general following nationally
recommended guidelines (English Heritage 2011; SMA 1993, 1995; UKIC 2001; Brown
2011; ADS 2013; CIfA 2014c).

Discard policy

Wessex Archaeology follows the guidelines set out in Selection, Retention and Dispersal
(Society of Museum Archaeologists (SMA) 1993), which allows for the discard of selected
artefact and ecofact categories which are not considered to warrant any future analysis.
Any discard of artefacts will be fully documented in the project archive.

Security copy

In line with current best practice (e.g. Brown 2011), on completion of the project a security
copy of the written records will be prepared, in the form of a digital PDF/A file. PDF/A is an
ISO-standardised version of the Portable Document Format (PDF) designed for the digital
preservation of electronic documents through omission of features ill-suited to long-term
archiving.

3 107460.01
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8 APPENDICES

8.1 Appendix 1:Context Index

Trench 1
Context Description Depth
(m BGL)
100 Topsoil: dark grey brown silty clay. 0-0.2
101 Natural: dark yellow brown silty clay. 0.2-0.7
102 Natural: Bedrock slabs. 0.7-0.9+
Trench 2
Context Description Depth
(m BGL)
Topsoil: Mid brown grey silty clay.
200 0-0.15
Natural: Mid brown grey sandy silt.
201 0.15-0.7
Natural: Limestone bedrock slabs.
202 0.7-0.9+
Trench 3
Context Description Depth
(m BGL)
Topsoil: Mid brown grey sandy silt
301 0-0.1
Subsoil: Mid orange brown sandy silt
302 0.1-0.7
Natural: Yellow white limestone.
303 0.7-0.9+

5 107460.01
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Plate 3: North facing shot of Trench 3
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