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Summary 
Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Qdos Homes Ltd to carry out an archaeological 
evaluation comprising the excavation and recording of four trial trenches ahead of the proposed 
development of land at 3 Jockey Lane, Bromham, Wiltshire. The Site is centred on National Grid 
Reference (NGR) 396431 165285.  
 
A Planning application has been submitted for the Site (ref. 16/02594/FUL) with the evaluation 
forming part of the archaeological mitigation prior to determination of the application. The 
development works comprise of the demolition of the current outbuildings, whilst retaining the 
existing house, and the construction of four new residential houses with garages, carports, access 
and associated landscaping. 
 
The evaluation was successful in locating one of undated pit and one post-medieval pit that may 
be archaeological in nature. Three modern (1800- present) pits were also located. 
 
The evaluation was carried out between the 18th and 19th of April 2016. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 
1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology (WA) was commissioned by Qdos Homes Ltd (‘the Client’) to 

conduct an archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at 3 Jockey Lane, Bromham, 
Wiltshire, centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) 396431 165285 (hereafter ‘the Site’; 
Figure 1). 

1.1.2 A planning application (ref. 16/02594/FUL) was submitted to Wiltshire Council on 21st 
March 2016 for the redevelopment of the Site. The proposals comprise of the erection of 
four new residential houses, construction of a single detached garage and car port 
buildings, an access road, parking, walls and fencing, landscaping and associated works. 
In order to allow for the above, the demolition of existing outbuildings is proposed, 
although the existing residence [an unlisted 19th century building] known as number 3 is 
to be retained (Figure 2). 

1.1.3 A desk-based assessment for the Site (Michael Heaton Heritage Consultants 2016) was 
submitted as supporting information with the planning application (section 2.2 below). 

1.1.4 Wessex Archaeology subsequently prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for 
a trial trench evaluation, which was submitted to, and approved by the Assistant 
Archaeologist for Wiltshire Council before the commencement of fieldwork (WA 2016).  

2 SITE DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Location, topography and geology 
2.1.1 Bromham is located 6.5 kilometres to the north-west of Devizes and a similar distance 

south-west of Calne (Figure 1). It lies between the clay vale of the Avon and the chalk of 
the Marlborough Downs, occupying the western edge of a broad terrace of Lower 
Greensand. 

2.1.2 The Site consists of a sub-rectangular parcel of land of approximately 0.183 hectares (ha), 
with the address of 3 Jockey Lane, Bromham, Wiltshire. It is located within the central part 
of the village with the southern boundary of the Site formed by Jockey Lane. A public 
footpath lies along the Site’s western boundary with residential curtilages beyond. To the 
north, the Site is bounded by the gardens of modern residential properties and to the east 
a large commercial warehouse/workshop unit with associated parking. 

2.1.3 The Site is relatively flat at approximately 90 m above Ordnance Datum (aOD) and is 
currently occupied by a house (to be retained as part of the proposed development), its 
outbuildings and a large overgrown garden. 
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2.1.4 The bedrock geology underlying the Site is mapped as Lower Greensand Group - 
Sandstone (British Geological Survey, Geology of Britain Viewer).  

2.1.5 The nearest water-course is the Clackers Brook, located 380 m to the west of the Site, 
which is a tributary of the Bristol Avon. 

2.2 Archaeological and historical background 
Introduction 

2.2.1 A desk-based assessment (DBA) has been previously prepared for the Site (Michael 
Heaton Heritage Consultants 2016). This includes discussion of the known heritage 
resources within 500 m of the Site from the Wiltshire Historic Environment Record (HER) 
and consultation of available historic maps. A summary of this DBA, with HER references 
(where applicable) in parentheses, is provided below and supplemented with other 
referenced sources. The DBA concluded that there is a paucity of archaeological data but 
there was ‘high quality evidence of Romano-British settlement and possibly industrial 
activity and it is likely that similar remains extend into the application site’ and that the 
present residential building ‘is an early 19th century building…essentially unaltered…of 
moderate significance…deriving from its external appearance’ (Michael Heaton Heritage 
Consultants 2016, 9). 

2.2.2 The Site lies partly within the Bromham Conservation Area, although no nationally 
significant listed buildings (or other designated assets for example scheduled monuments) 
lie within or immediately adjacent to the Site. The existing building within the Site known 
as no. 3 is defined as ‘a significant unlisted building’ (Kennet District Council 2002). 

2.2.3 No archaeological investigations are known to have been carried out within the Site, the 
nearest event was an evaluation undertaken by Wessex Archaeology in 2011, located 
approximately 150 m to the north-east of the Site. This evaluation uncovered significant 
Romano-British remains comprising postholes, pits, ditches, a possible well and a wall of 
a probable building. The site is considered to represent part of a rural settlement and iron-
smelting slag suggest that the site was also associated with metal-working (Wessex 
Archaeology 2011). 

Prehistoric (500,000 BC – AD 43) 
2.2.4 Two circular crop marks located to the north of the village are indicative of Bronze Age 

ring-ditches/barrows (ST96NE616 and ST96NE617). Another HER entry on the northern 
edge of the village is recorded as a possible Iron Age and/or Romano-British iron-working 
site (ST96NE 551), although there is no corroborating evidence. There are two single 
finds of flint tools (a leaf-shaped Neolithic arrowhead and a plano-convex blade of Bronze 
Age type) from gardens situated approximately 200–250 m south-west of the Site 
(ST96NE 101 and ST96NE 150). 

Romano-British (AD 43–410) 
2.2.5 The remaining records from the HER (excluding four historic buildings) relate to chance 

finds of Roman pottery and coins from the north and centre of the village (ST96NE 302, 
ST96NE 303, ST96NE 305, ST96SE 305), non-intrusive investigations and a trial trench 
evaluation approximately 150 m north-east of the Site. The evaluation provided evidence 
for rural settlement and iron-smelting in the locality (Wessex Archaeology 2011). In the 
wider area, the remains of a Roman villa are known at Chittoe Heath, approximately 1.5 
km to the north-west of the Site, and the Silchester–Bath Roman road is followed by the 
present parish boundary between Bromham and Calne Without parishes (Michael Heaton 
Heritage Consultants 2016, 5). The Roman town of Verlucio was also located along this 
road near the present village of Sandy Lane, 1.25 km south-east of Calne and 4 km north 
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of the Site, and is evident from earthworks, limited archaeological investigations and 
surface finds, with the town named in the Antonine Itinerary, a 3rd century Roman 
document. Although the town’s nature is unclear, it is hypothesised that the town may 
have been related to working and smelting the local iron deposits (Wiltshire County 
Archaeology Services 2004). 

Saxon (AD 410–1066) and medieval (AD 1066–1500)  
2.2.6 There is no recorded Saxon or medieval activity from the HER within 500 m of the Site. 

Bromham was known as a manor at the time of the Domesday Survey of AD 1086, 
therefore indicating a settlement existed within the parish before this date. In the medieval 
period, the settlement was an agricultural community, which at least from the 17th century 
was likely associated with producing wool for the weaving industries known in the nearby 
towns of Melksham and Devizes. Most of the late medieval surviving properties are 
located in the southern part of the village, within the vicinity of the church. 

 Post-medieval to modern (AD1500–present day) 
2.2.7 A small number of historic buildings lie within 500 m of the Site and are recorded in the 

HER, including the standing 19th century (non-listed) brick-built cottage and outhouse 
within the Site. The next closest property, on the corner of Jockey Lane and the High 
Street, is the Greyhound Inn, a 19th century Grade II listed building. Fronting the eastern 
side of the High Street is Grade II* listed Battle House, a single example of a late 
medieval timber-framed house adapted for retail use in the early 19th century. On the 
western side of the village is Church House, a self-contained mid-18th century country 
residence, encompassing a 15th century manor house. 

2.2.8 A map regression was undertaken as part of the desk-based assessment of the Site 
(Michael Heaton Heritage Consultants 2016).  It showed that a former boundary ran east-
west across the Site, corresponding with the slight kink in the present eastern boundary, 
which was removed some time after 1924. The layout of the present residential building 
has remained the same since the 1886 OS map, with only slight changes to the size and 
structure of the outbuildings. On the tithe map of 1840, the shape of the plot of 3 Jockey 
Lane is shown substantially different, being long and thin, extending further to the east, 
and north to the former boundary (discussed above). The layout of the house is also 
different being smaller and more cellular. No outbuildings are shown in the location of the 
existing ones, but two are shown to the east, indicating that the present outbuildings on 
Site were constructed post-1840. 

3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

3.1 General 
3.1.1 The general aims and objectives of the trial trench evaluation were to 

 Locate, identify, investigate and record the presence/absence of archaeological 
features or deposits; 

 Confirm the extent, date, character, relationship, condition and significance of 
archaeological features, artefacts and deposits within the proposed development 
area; 

 Inform the scope and nature of any requirements for any potential further fieldwork, 
whether additional watching brief, excavation or post-excavation work; 

 Enable the preservation by record of any archaeological features or deposits 
uncovered. 
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 Place any identified archaeological remains in their historical context, and 

 Prepare a report on the evaluation. 

3.2 Fieldwork methodology 
3.2.1 The full detailed methodology of the archaeological works was set out in the agreed WSI 

(WA 2016) and comprised the excavation of four machine-excavated trial trenches 
measuring between 10 m and 11m in length and 1.6 m wide. The evaluation was carried 
out in accordance with the relevant guidance given in the Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologist’s Standards and Guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014a). 

3.2.2 The trenches were excavated using a 360° tracked mechanical excavator employing a 
toothless ditching bucket, under the constant supervision by an experienced 
archaeologist. Machine levels were determined by the natural horizon. The spoil from the 
trenches was scanned for artefacts. 

3.2.3 All deposits were recorded using WA’s pro forma record sheets with a unique numbering 
system for individual contexts. 

3.2.4 A full photographic record was maintained during the evaluation using digital cameras 
equipped with an image sensor of not less than 10 megapixels. The record illustrates both 
the detail and the general context of the principal features, finds excavated, and the site 
as a whole. Digital images have been subject to a managed quality control and curation 
process which has embedded appropriate metadata within the image and ensures the 
long term accessibility of the image set. 

3.2.5 The survey was carried out with a Leica Viva series GNSS unit, using OS National GPS 
Network through an RTK network with a 3D accuracy of 30mm or below. All survey data 
was recorded using OSGB36 British National Grid coordinate system. 

3.2.6 A unique site code 112960 was allocated to the Site and used on all records and finds. 

4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS 

4.1 Introduction 
 
4.1.1 The following section provides a summary description of the results of the archaeological 

trial trench evaluation with further information included in Appendix 1. Details of individual 
contexts are retained within the project archive. 

4.2 Natural deposits and soil sequences 
4.2.1 The stratigraphy across the site was broadly consistent, although there were varying 

depths of subsoil. The topsoil, 0.2 m – 0.4 m thick, comprised of a mid-greyish brown silty 
loam with rare sub-angular gravel and sandstone inclusions, overlain by a well-
established turf line with common bioturbation throughout the deposit. Underlying the 
topsoil was a reddish brown silty loam subsoil, with sparse gravel and sandstone 
inclusions, which was between 0.24 m and 0.40 m thick and with a diffuse horizon with the 
topsoil. 

4.2.2 The underlying natural geology was a mid-yellowish brown sand with tabular sandstone 
and fine gravel inclusions. All possible archaeological features were identified cutting in to 
the natural and sealed by the subsoil. 
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4.3 Archaeological features and deposits 
4.3.1 Features and deposits were identified in all four trenches. Finds which were modern (19th 

century and later) in origin were noted and not retained. 

Post-medieval 
4.3.2 Pit 204 was sub-circular, measured 1.12 m wide by 0.33 m deep, and was not fully 

exposed within the trench. This pit contained a small quantity of iron slag of probable 
Roman date, however the presence of a piece of clay tobacco pipe assigns this feature to 
the post-medieval period.  

Modern 
4.3.3 Three modern features were recorded. Posthole 104 which measured 0.81 m long by 

0.58 m wide by 0.40 m deep, had steep to vertical sides with a flat base. This posthole 
contained modern glass, CBM and iron object and animal bone. Pit 404 measured 1.36 m 
long by 0.67 m wide by 0.35 m deep and contained a variety of 19th century artefacts 
including bottles, pottery, and a large tin bucket. None of the finds were retained due to 
the obvious nature of their modernity. Pit 406, 1.6 m long by 0.75 m wide by 0.3 m deep, 
and contained a pig burial (ABG 407). This pit did not contain any other dating material 
but it cut modern pit 404 so, therefore, must also be modern in date. 

Undated 
4.3.4 One feature was undated. Pit 304 within was oval in shape and measured up to 0.36 m 

across and 0.35 m in depth. The feature was steep-sided and narrowed to a point and 
although classified as a pit, it is possible it may have been a posthole. Pit 304 contained 
small quantities of iron smelting slag, which are likely to have been residual.  

5 ARTEFACTUAL EVIDENCE 

5.1.1 The majority of the very small quantity of artefacts retained are fragments of iron smelting 
tap slag of probable Roman date which occurred as residual finds from in the subsoil and 
in pits 204 and 304. A piece of clay tobacco pipe, comprising of an unidentifiable piece of 
stem, was also recovered from Pit 204. A small iron nail was also recovered from pit 204. 

5.1.2 A quantity of clearly modern artefacts were not retained. This includes the animal burial 
group 407 comprising a modern juvenile pig in pit 406, and glass bottles, pottery, ceramic 
building material and metal objects from pit 404. 

Context Material Weight 

202 Slag 67g 
205 Slag 

Clay tobacco pipe 
Iron nail 

35g 
4g 
3g 

302 Slag 114g 
305 Slag 112g 

 

6 ENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE 

6.1.1 No material suitable for environmental analysis was present, accordingly no samples were 
taken. 
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7 CONCLUSIONS 

7.1.1 The few archaeological features discovered by this evaluation suggest that the Romano-
British settlement recorded in the 2011 evaluation (WA 2011) (Figure 1) does not extend 
as far as the Site at Jockey Lane which lies 100 m or so to the south-west.  

7.1.2 The small quantities of slag are likely to be present as residual debris within the subsoil.  

7.1.3 The modern pits and pig burial are consistent with the use of the Site as a small holding, 
with a pig sty and stables making up part of the current outbuildings.   

8 STORAGE AND CURATION 

8.1 Museum 
8.1.1 It is recommended that the project archive resulting from the excavation be deposited with 

Wiltshire Heritage Museum. Wiltshire Heritage Museum is currently not accepting archives 
and thus the archive will be temporarily stored at WA’s offices in Salisbury under project 
code 112960.  Deposition of any finds with a Museum will only be carried out with the full 
agreement of the landowner. 

8.2 Preparation of archive 

8.2.1 The complete site archive, which will include paper records, photographic records, 
graphics, artefacts, ecofacts and digital data, will be prepared following the standard 
conditions for the acceptance of excavated archaeological material by Wiltshire Heritage 
Museum and in general following nationally recommended guidelines (SMA 1995; CIfA 
2014b; Brown 2011; ADS 2013). An OASIS online record 
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/projects/oasis/ will be initiated and key fields completed on Details, 
Location and Creator Forms. All appropriate parts of the OASIS online form will be 
completed for submission to the Wiltshire HER. A copy of the OASIS entry form has been 
included in this report (Appendix 2). 

8.3 Discard policy 
8.3.1 WA follows the guidelines set out in Selection, Retention and Dispersal (Society of 

Museum Archaeologists 1993), which allows for the discard of selected artefact and 
ecofact categories which are not considered to warrant any future analysis. Any discard of 
artefacts will be fully documented in the project archive.  

8.3.2 The discard of environmental remains and samples follows nationally recommended 
guidelines (SMA 1993; 1995; English Heritage 2011) 

8.4 Security copy 
8.4.1 In line with current best practice (e.g. Brown 2011), on completion of the project a security 

copy of the written records will be prepared, in the form of a digital PDF/A file. PDF/A is an 
ISO-standardised version of the Portable Document Format (PDF) designed for the digital 
preservation of electronic documents through omission of features ill-suited to long-term 
archiving. 
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10 APPENDIX 1: STRATIGRAPHIC SUMMARIES 

Trench 1 

 Co- ordinates                                Length  Width 
E:396423.018 N:165300.438         9.7 m x  1.6 m 

Ground level 
101.15 

Context Description Depth (m) 
101 Layer Topsoil. Mid reddish brown silty loam with rare sub-angular 

coarse gravel sandstone inclusions. Finely rooted throughout. 
Topped with turf, a diffuse horizon with 102. 

0.0 - 0.3 

102 Layer Subsoil. Reddish brown silty loam with sparse sub-angular 
coarse gravel and sandstone inclusions. Distinct horizon with 
103. 

0.3 – 0.6  

103 Layer Natural. Mid-yellowish brown sand with tabular sandstone and 
fine gravel inclusions.  

0.6 +  

104 Cut Cut of modern posthole/ pit. Rectangular posthole/pit with steep 
sided and a flattish base. Filled with 105 

0.6 – 1.0  

105 Fill Secondary fill. A secondary fill comprising mid grey brown sandy 
loam with rare sub-angular coarse gravel and sandstone 
inclusions, created by the gradual infilling of the posthole/pit. The 
fill contained a limited range of modern material. Fill of 104. 

0.6 – 1.0 

Trench 2 

 Co-ordinates                                     Length Width 
E:396438.698 N: 165297.255            9.45 m x 1.6 m 

Ground level 
100.78 

Context Description Depth (m) 
201 Layer Topsoil. Mid reddish brown silty loam with rare sub-angular 

coarse gravel and sandstone inclusions. Finely rooted 
throughout. Topped with turf, a diffuse horizon with 202. 

0.0 – 0.2 

202 Layer Subsoil. Reddish brown silty loam with sparse sub-angular 
coarse gravel and sandstone inclusions. Distinct horizon with 
203. 

0.2 - 0.44  

203 Layer Natural. Mid-yellowish brown sand with tabular sandstone and 
fine gravel inclusions. 

0.44  

204 Cut Pit. Cut of sub-circular pit only partly exposed within the trench. 
The pit has concave sides, a concave base and cuts the natural 
203, filled with 205. 

0.44 – 0.77 

205 Fill Secondary fill. A secondary fill comprising of mid grey brown 
sandy loam with rare sub-angular coarse gravel and sandstone 
inclusions, created by the gradual infilling of the pit. The fill 
contained a small quantity of probable Roman slag and a piece 
of clay tobacco pipe. Fill of 204. 

0.44 – 0.77 
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Trench 3 
 
 Co- ordinates                                Length  Width 

E:396431.486 N:165270.602         9.43 m x  1.6 m 
Ground Level     
101.18 

Context Description Depth (m) 
301 Layer Topsoil. Mid reddish brown silty loam with rare sub-angular 

coarse gravel and sandstone inclusions. Finely rooted 
throughout. Topped with turf, a diffuse horizon with 302. 

0.0 – 0.2  

302 Layer Subsoil. Reddish brown silty loam with sparse sub-angular 
coarse gravel and sandstone inclusions. Distinct horizon with 
303. 

0.2 – 0.6  

303 Layer Natural. Mid-yellowish brown sand with tabular sandstone and 
fine gravel inclusions. 

0.6 +  

304 Cut Pit. Steep-sided sub-circular pit which narrows to a point. This pit 
has steep concave sides and a concave base. Filled with 305. 

0.6 – 0.95 

305 Fill Secondary fill. A secondary fill comprising of mid reddish brown 
sandy loam with rare sub-angular coarse gravel and sandstone 
inclusions, created by the gradual infilling of the pit. A limited 
quantity of probable Roman slag was present in the fill of this pit. 
No other dating material was recovered. Fill of 304 

0.6 – 0.95 

Trench 4 
 
 Co- ordinates                                Length  Width 

E:396437.165 N:165274.977         9.7 m x  1.6 m 
Ground Level 
101.12 

Context Description Depth (m) 
401 Layer Topsoil. Mid reddish brown silty loam with rare sub-angular 

coarse gravel sandstone inclusions. Finely rooted throughout. 
Topped with turf, a diffuse horizon with 402. 

0.0 – 0.4  

402 Layer Subsoil. Reddish brown silty loam with sparse sub-angular 
coarse gravel sandstone inclusions. Distinct horizon with 403. 

0.4 – 0.8 

403 Layer Natural. Mid-yellowish brown sand with tabular sandstone and 
fine gravel inclusions. 

0.8 +  

404 Cut Pit. Rubbish pit, probably 19th century in date. Filled with 405. 0.8 – 1.15 
405 Fill Deliberate backfill comprising mid grey brown sandy loam with 

rare sub-angular coarse gravel and sandstone inclusions. Finds 
included a metal bucket or bath tub, glass bottles, 19th century 
pottery. Fill of pit 404, cut by pit 406. 

0.8 – 1.15 

406 Cut Pit. Pit cut for the burial of a pig. Cuts 405. Filled with 407 0.8 – 1.1 
407 Fill Deliberate backfill of a pit which contained an articulated juvenile 

pig. Fill of 406. 
0.8 – 1.1 
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OASIS ID: wessexar1-249598 
 Project details   

Project name 3 Jockey Lane Bromham Wiltshire  

  Short description of 
the project 

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Qdos Homes Ltd to carry out an 
archaeological evaluation comprising the excavation and recording of four trial 
trenches ahead of the proposed development of land at 3 Jockey Lane, 
Bromham, Wiltshire. The Site is centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) 
396431 165285. A Planning application has been submitted for the Site (ref. 
16/02594/FUL) with the evaluation forming part of the archaeological mitigation 
prior to determination of the application. The development works comprise of the 
demolition of the current outbuildings, whilst retaining the existing house, and 
the construction of four new residential houses with garages, carports, access 
and associated landscaping. The evaluation was successful in locating one of 
undated pit and one post-medieval pit that may be archaeological in nature. 
Three modern (1800- present) pits were also located.  

  Project dates Start: 18-04-2016 End: 19-04-2016  

  Previous/future work No / Not known  

  Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

112960 - Contracting Unit No.  

  Type of project Field evaluation  

  Site status Conservation Area  

  Current Land use Other 5 - Garden  

  Monument type PIT Post Medieval  

  Monument type PIT Uncertain  

  Significant Finds SLAG Roman  

  Methods & 
techniques 

''Sample Trenches''  

  Development type Rural residential  

  Prompt Planning condition  

  Position in the 
planning process 

Between deposition of an application and determination  

   Project location   
Country England 

Site location WILTSHIRE KENNET BROMHAM 3 Jockey Lane Bromham  

  Postcode SN15 2EZ  

  Study area 0.18 Hectares  
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  Site coordinates ST 396431 165285 50.944483707777 -2.859221605382 50 56 40 N 002 51 33 
W Point  

  Height OD / Depth Min: 100m Max: 101m  

   Project creators   
Name of 
Organisation 

Wessex Archaeology  

  Project brief 
originator 

with advice from County Archaeologist  

  Project design 
originator 

Wessex Archaeology  

  Project 
director/manager 

Ruth Panes  

  Project supervisor Rachel Williams  

  Type of 
sponsor/funding 
body 

Developer  

  Name of 
sponsor/funding 
body 

Qdos Homes Ltd  

   Project archives   
Physical Archive 
recipient 

Wiltshire Heritage Museum  

  Physical Archive ID 112960  

  Physical Contents ''Industrial''  

  Digital Archive 
recipient 

Wiltshire Heritage Museum  

  Digital Archive ID 112960  

  Digital Contents ''other''  

  Digital Media 
available 

''Images raster / digital photography'',''Survey''  

  Paper Archive 
recipient 

Wiltshire Heritage Museum  

  Paper Archive ID 112960  

  Paper Contents ''other''  

  Paper Media 
available 

''Context sheet'',''Map'',''Notebook - Excavation',' Research',' General 
Notes'',''Plan'',''Report'',''Section'',''Survey ''  
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Plate 3

Plate 3: North facing section of Pit 404
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