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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 

Figure 1

The proposed development site lies in an area of archaeological potential close to an 
area where aerial photography has identified a possible double ditched enclosure that 
may indicate the presence of prehistoric or Romano-British activity in the vicinity.  The 
exposure of a ‘paved area’ by a local farmer in the field to the south may also indicate 
the presence of earlier settlement or a road in this area. As such, groundworks for the 
construction of housing in this area have the potential to expose and destroy 
archaeological and artefactual deposits associated with the putative prehistoric and 
later activity in the vicinity. 

For this reason and in accordance with Policy ENV14 of the North Devon Local Plan 
and paragraph 141 of the National Planning Policy Framework (2012) the Historic 
Environment Team would advise the relevant Planning Authority that any consent 
granted should carry the condition as worded below, based on model Condition 55 as 
set out in Appendix A of Circular 11/95, whereby: 

‘No development shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation 
of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of 
investigation which has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the 
Planning Authority.’

The development shall be carried out at all times in strict accordance with the 
approved scheme, or such other details as may be subsequently agreed in writing by 
the District Planning Authority. 

Reason 
'To ensure, in accordance with Policy ENV14 of the North Devon Local Plan and 
paragraph 141 of the National Planning Policy Framework, that an appropriate record 
is made of archaeological evidence that may be affected by the development' 

I would envisage a suitable programme of work as taking the form of a staged 
programme of archaeological works, commencing with the excavation of a series of 
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evaluative trenches to determine the presence and significance of any heritage 
assets with archaeological interest that will be affected by the development. 

Eight evaluation trenches 30 m long by 1.8 m wide 

Figure 1

1.2 The Site 

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

Prehistoric (970,000 BC – AD 43) and Romano-British (AD 43 – 410)

Early medieval and medieval (AD 410 – 1500) 
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Post-medieval, 19th century and modern (AD 1500 – present day) 

Site 

Undated 
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3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

Clarify the presence/absence and extent of any buried archaeological remains within 
the Site that may be impacted by development; 

Identify, within the constraints of the evaluation, the date, character and condition of 
any surviving remains within the Site; 

Assess the degree of existing impacts to sub-surface horizons and to document the 
extent of archaeological survival of buried deposits; 

Produce a report which will present the results of the evaluation in sufficient detail to 
allow an informed decision to be made concerning the Site’s archaeological 
potential. 

4 METHODOLOGY 

4.1 Introduction 

Standard and 
guidance for archaeological evaluation

4.2 Health and Safety 

Health and Safety at Work Act 1974
Management of Health and Safety Regulations 1992

4.3 Trial trenching methodology 

Figure 2
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Working safely near overhead electricity power lines 

Figure 2.

Anguis fragilis

4.4 Recording 

pro forma
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4.5 Finds and environmental sampling 
Finds 

Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological 
materials

Environmental 

Guidelines for Environmental Sampling
Environmental Archaeology; A Guide to the Theory and Practice of 

Methods from Sampling and Recovery to Post-excavation (second edition

5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS

5.1 Introduction 

Appendix 1

5.2 Natural deposits and soil sequence 
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5.3 Modern disturbance 

Urtica dioica

5.4 Post medieval/modern features 
304

6 ARTEFACTUAL EVIDENCE 

6.1 Introduction 

Table 1

Table 1: All finds by context 
Context Material Quantity Description
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7 ENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE

7.1 Introduction 

8 CONCLUSION 

8.1 Introduction 

8.2 Recommendations 

9 STORAGE AND CURATION 

9.1 Museum 

9.2 Archive 

113760

9.3 Storage 
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9.4 Discard policy 
Selection, Retention and Dispersal of Archaeological 

Collections

9.5 Copyright 

Copyright, Designs and Patents Act

Copyright and Related Rights Regulations

9.6 Security Copy 

10 REFERENCES 

Proc Devon 
Archaeol Soc

Caring for Digital Data in Archaeology: a guide to 
good practice

Guidelines to the Standards for Recording 
Human Remains

Archaeological archives; a guide to best practice in creation, 
compilation, transfer and curation

Standard and guidance: 
archaeological field evaluation

Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of 
archaeological materials, 

Standard and guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and 
deposition of archaeological archives

North Devon and Torridge Local 
Plan 2011 - 2031: Publication Draft 
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Management of Archaeological Projects 

Environmental Archaeology: a guide to theory and practice of methods, 
from sampling and recovery to post-excavation

Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment: 
The MoRPHE Project Manager’s Guide

Proc 
Devon Archaeol Soc

Selection, Retention and Dispersal of 
Archaeological Collections

Towards an Accessible Archaeological Archive

Land at Old Bideford Road, Roundswell, Barnstaple, 
Devon: WSI for Archaeological Evaluation, 
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11 APPENDICES 

11.1 Appendix 1: Trench summary tables 
TRENCH 1
Dimensions: 21 x 1.8m Depth: 0.50m Ground Level:
Coordinates (NGR):
Context Description Depth (m):

TRENCH 2
Dimensions: 22 x 1.8m Depth: 0.50m Ground Level:
Coordinates (NGR):
Context Description Depth (m):

TRENCH 3
Dimensions: 22 x 1.8m Depth: 0.43m Ground Level:
Coordinates (NGR):
Context Description Depth (m):
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TRENCH 4
Dimensions: 20 x 1.8m Depth: 0.44m Ground Level:
Coordinates (NGR):
Context Description Depth (m):

TRENCH 5
Dimensions: 20 x 1.8m Depth: 0.51m Ground Level:
Coordinates (NGR):
Context Description Depth (m):

TRENCH 6
Dimensions: 14 x 1.8m Depth: 0.60m Ground Level:
Coordinates (NGR):
Context Description Depth (m):

TRENCH 7
Dimensions: 20 x 1.8m Depth: 0.5m Ground Level:
Coordinates (NGR):
Context Description Depth (m):
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11.2 Appendix 2: OASIS Form 

OASIS ID: wessexar1-260341

Project details 

Project location 

Project creators 
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