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Summary 

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by CgMs Consulting Ltd to undertake an 
archaeological watching brief at Trout Road, Yiewsley, London Borough of Hillingdon 
centred on National Grid Reference 505776, 180682. The watching brief was 
required during the construction of a retail food store, associated car park and 90 
residential dwellings. 

The site covers an area of approximately 2.4 hectares and is bounded by Trout Road 
to the south-east, the Grand Union Canal to the west, warehouses to the north and 
the High Street to the north-east. 

Following an archaeological desk-based assessment and subsequent archaeological 
field evaluation, comprising the excavation of five trenches in the southern half of the 
Site, an archaeological watching brief was required as a condition of planning 
consent.

The watching brief has largely confirmed the results of both an earlier geotechnical 
survey and the trenched evaluation. Made ground and modern material was 
identified in all areas of the watching brief area and where deeper excavations were 
undertaken, was recorded in excess of 1.10m deep. No archaeological finds or 
deposits were encountered during the works.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 
1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by CgMs Consulting on behalf of 

their Client, Bellway Homes, to undertake an archaeological watching brief
during a residential development on Trout Road and the High Street, 
Yiewsley, London Borough of Hillingdon (hereafter ‘the Site’). The Site is 
centred on National Grid Reference 505776, 180682. 

1.1.2 The development comprises the construction of a retail food store, 
associated car park and 90 residential dwellings.

1.1.3 The Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service (GLAAS), advisors to 
the Local Planning Authority considered the results of an earlier Desk-Based 
Assessment (AOC 2007) and subsequent evaluation (AOC 2008) and 
required further archaeological mitigation works in the form of an 
archaeological watching brief as a condition of the planning consent. 

1.1.4 The watching brief was carried out on the 20th September 2010. 

1.2 The Site, location and geology 
1.2.1 The Site occupies an area of approximately 2.4 hectares and is bounded by 

Trout Road to the south-east, the Grand Union Canal to the west,
warehouses to the north and the High Street to the north-east.  

1.2.2 Yiewsley is situated in the Colne Valley. The British Geological Survey maps 
(Sheets 259 and 269) shows the superficial underlying geology as alluvium. 
The solid geology comprises London Clay. 

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

2.1 Introduction 
2.1.1 The following information is summarised from the Desk-Based Assessment 

carried out by AOC Archaeology Group in 2007 (AOC 2007). 

2.2 Prehistory 
2.2.1 The Yiewsley area is well known for significant lower Palaeolithic 

archaeological remains which constitute a large percentage of the overall 
material recovered for this period in Middlesex (Collins 1978). Excavations in 
the 1980s and 1990s established the presence of rare later Palaeolithic 
long-blade and early Mesolithic technologies within the Colne floodplain, 
although no material has been recorded within the Site itself. 

WA Project No. 75870 6
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2.2.2 Archaeological evaluations undertaken at Colham Mill Road in 1996 

revealed the only tentative evidence for Bronze Age activity in the area and 
comprised a layer of peat of possible Bronze Age date underlying a possible 
collapsed hurdle or trackway. 

2.3 Post-Roman to medieval  
2.3.1 No evidence of Romano-British activity has been noted in the area of the 

Site and there is little direct archaeological evidence for medieval activity. A 
single sherd of pottery was recovered during archaeological evaluations at 
Warwick Road. A settlement at Colham, centred near Colham Bridge and a 
Victoria County Histories reference to a small hamlet, established c.1600 
centred near the current High Street are also recorded.    

2.4 Post-medieval to modern    
2.4.1 Settlement and industrial growth in Yiewsley is evidenced by the rapid 

expansion of the town with the building of the canal and railway. The Site 
itself was largely open fields until the building of the Grand Junction Canal in 
1796. At this time, a dock was built at the southern part of the Site in order to 
take the Paddington to Uxbridge Packet boat service.    

2.4.2 The number of post-medieval remains and buildings constitute the bulk of 
the GLSMR record for the study area. Records near the Site include: 

� An outbuilding located off the High Street in the vicinity of Philpots 
Bridge.

� A water channel located very near to the Site's northern boundary. 

� The Town Hall at 106 High Street. 
    
� A bridge over the Grand Union Canal noted in Ordnance Survey Maps 

and now under Trout Rd.      

� A bridge over the Grand Union Canal noted in Ordnance Survey Maps 
and now marked as Colham Bridge. 

     
� A large 3-storey brick wharf warehouse dating to 1796. 

2.5 Previous archaeological investigations at the Site 
2.5.1 An archaeological evaluation was undertaken in October 2008 (AOC 2008), 

the results of which are summarised below. 

2.5.2 Five trenches were excavated in the southern part of the Site located 
primarily to determine the presence of the buildings and canal dock depicted
on the 1896 Ordnance Survey map. The northern part of the Site was not 
evaluated due to the level of truncation reported by the previous 
geotechnical works (Ridge 2001). 

WA Project No. 75870 7
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2.5.3 The evaluation revealed several post-medieval (late 19th/early 20th century) 

brick walls and structures across the evaluated area, thought to be the 
remains of the structures observed on the1896 OS map. 

2.5.4 A sequence of made ground was identified up to 3.60m in depth which 
probably represents layers of material backfilled into the canal dock noted 
on the 1896 OS map. The Desk-Based Assessment (AOC 2007) indicates 
that the design of the dock was altered a number of times during its lifespan. 

2.5.5 Later activity on the Site has, in some places, heavily truncated earlier 
deposits, whilst in other areas of the evaluated area preservation of the post-
medieval deposits was good with walls exceeding 2.60m in height. 

2.5.6 Any earlier archaeological remains appear to have been truncated by the 
post-medieval or later activity. 

3 AIMS & METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Aims of the Watching Brief  
3.1.1 The aims of the watching brief were: 

� To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date 
of any archaeological remains encountered. 

� To record and sample excavate any archaeological remains 
encountered. 

� To determine the extent of previous truncations of the archaeological
deposits.

� To enable GLAAS to make an informed decision on the status of the 
archaeology condition and any specific requirements for post-
excavation work. 

3.2 Methodology  
3.2.1 The fieldwork comprised the monitoring of the groundworks during the initial 

stages of development. Archaeological monitoring was undertaken by an 
experienced archaeologist.

3.2.2 All archaeological deposits were recorded using Wessex Archaeology’s pro
forma record sheets with a unique numbering system for individual contexts. 
All archaeological features and deposits were planned at a scale of 1:20 with 
sections drawn at 1:10. All principal strata and features were related to the 
Ordnance Survey datum. 

3.2.3 Spoil heaps were visually scanned for artefacts and sections visually 
inspected for archaeological features.

3.2.4 A full photographic record of the investigations and individual features was 
maintained, utilising digital images. The photographic record illustrated both 
the detail and general context of the archaeology revealed and the Site as a 
whole.
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3.3 Copyright
3.3.1 This report may contain material that is non-Wessex Archaeology copyright 

(e.g. Ordnance Survey, British Geological Survey, Crown Copyright), or the 
intellectual property of third parties, which we are able to provide for limited 
reproduction under the terms of our own copyright licences, but for which 
copyright itself is non-transferrable by Wessex Archaeology. You are 
reminded that you remain bound by the conditions of the Copyright, Designs 
and Patents Act 1988 with regard to multiple copying and electronic 
dissemination of the report. 

4 WATCHING BRIEF 

4.1 Results 
4.1.1 Machine excavation was monitored during stripping in the southern half of 

Site down to a depth of 0.80m-1.10m below the level of the road to the south 
(Trout Road). This constituted the formation level for the construction works.  

4.1.2 At this level only layers of made ground were visible and comprised topsoil 
mixed with brick, rubble, concrete and tarmac. The remains of concrete
slabs, tarmac layers and underground services were also noted in some 
areas.

4.1.3 The natural geology was not visible at this depth and indications from the 
archaeological evaluation report (AOC, 2008) suggest the made ground 
could be in excess of 3.60m in some places on the Site.  

4.1.4 Nothing of archaeological interest was revealed.  

4.2 Discussion 
4.2.1 The monitoring undertaken during the watching brief has confirmed the 

results of the earlier geotechnical work and subsequent archaeological 
evaluation (AOC 2008). The made ground indicative of extensive 
earthmoving and levelling was evident across the watching brief area to a 
depth in excess of 1.10m and is likely to represent material backfilled into 
the former canal dock noted during the earlier evaluation (ibid.).

5 ARCHIVE 

5.1.1 The project archive was prepared in accordance with the guidelines outlined 
in MORPHE (Management of Research Projects in the Historic 
Environment) 2006 and in accordance with the Guidelines for the 
preparation of excavation archives for long term storage (UKIC 1990). The 
archive, including plans, photographs and written records, are currently held 
at the Wessex Archaeology offices under the project code 75870. In due 
course the archive will be relocated to London Museum. 

WA Project No. 75870 9



                                                           Trout Rd, Yiewsley 
Archaeological Watching Brief 

                                
6 REFERENCES   

6.1 Bibliography 
AOC Archaeology Group, 2007 An Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment

of a Proposed Retail Development, Yiewsley, London Borough of 
Hillingdon.

AOC Archaeology Group, 2008 Trout Road / High Street, Yiewsley, London
Borough of Hillingdon: An Archaeological Evaluation Report.

AOC Archaeology Group, 2009 Trout Road / High Street, Yiewsley, London 
Borough of Hillingdon: Written Scheme of Investigation for 
Archaeological Watching Brief.

British Geological Survey (1:50,000 series). Sheet 255 – Beaconsfield 

British Geological Survey (1:50,000 series). Sheet 269 – Windsor 

Collins, D 1978 Early man in West Middlesex; The Yiewsley Palaeolithic 
Sites. London: HMSO 

Ridge, L 2001. Environmental Investigation of  Soil, Groundwater, Soil Gas 
and Building Fabric Quality: West Drayton Site, UK. (Unpublished 
Report Ref. 7689), Oxford: Environmental Resource Management. 

APPENDIX 1 - OASIS RECORD FORM   

OASIS ID: wessexar1-85272 

Project
details

Project name Trout Road, Yiewsley, London Borough of Hillingdon  

Short
description of
the project 

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by CgMs Consulting Ltd to 
undertake an archaeological watching brief at Trout Road, Yiewsley, 
London Borough of Hillingdon (hereafter 'the Site') centred on National 
Grid Reference 505776, 180682. The watching brief was required to be 
maintained during the construction of a retail food store, associated car 
park and 90 residential dwellings. The Site covers an area of 
approximately 2.4 hectares and is bounded by Trout Road to the south-
east, the Grand Union Canal to the west, warehouses to the north and 
the High Street to the north-east. The British Geological Survey maps 
(Sheets 259 and 269) shows the superficial underlying geology as 
alluvium. Following an archaeological desk-based assessment and 

WA Project No. 75870 10



                                                           Trout Rd, Yiewsley 
Archaeological Watching Brief 

                                
subsequent archaeological field evaluation, comprising the excavation of 
five trenches in the southern half of the Site, an archaeological watching 
brief was required as a condition of planning consent. The watching brief 
has largely confirmed the results of both the earlier geotechnical survey 
and the trenched evaluation. Made ground and modern material was 
identified in all areas of the watching brief and where deeper excavation 
were undertaken, could be seen to be in excess of 1.10m deep. It is 
likely to represent material backfilled into the former canal dock. No 
archaeological finds or deposits were encountered during the works.  

Project dates Start: 21-09-2010 End: 29-10-2010

Previous/futu
re work Yes / No

Type of 
project Recording project

Current Land 
use Other 3 - Built over  

Monument
type NONE None  

Significant
Finds NONE Modern  

Investigation 
type 'Watching Brief'  

Prompt Direction from Local Planning Authority - PPG16  

Project
location

Country England

WA Project No. 75870 11



                                                           Trout Rd, Yiewsley 
Archaeological Watching Brief 

                                

Site location GREATER LONDON HILLINGDON YIEWSLEY AND WEST DRAYTON 
Trout Road, Yiewsley, London Borough of Hillingdon  

Postcode UB7 7RW

Study area 2.40 Hectares

Site
coordinates

TQ 0583 8067 51.5145406320 -0.474679191853 51 30 52 N 000 28 28 
W Point

Project
creators

Name of 
Organisation Wessex Archaeology

Project brief 
originator Local Authority Archaeologist and/or Planning Authority/advisory body  

Project
design
originator

AOC

Project
director/man
ager

N Truckle

Project
supervisor J Martin  

Type of 
sponsor/fundi
ng body 

Consultant

WA Project No. 75870 12



                                                           Trout Rd, Yiewsley 
Archaeological Watching Brief 

                                

Name of 
sponsor/fundi
ng body 

CgMs Consulting  

Project
archives

Physical
Archive
Exists?

No

Digital
Archive
recipient

Museum of London  

Digital
Contents 'other'

Digital Media 
available 'Text'

Paper
Archive
recipient

Museum of London  

Paper
Contents 'other'

Paper Media 
available

'Context sheet','Drawing','Notebook - Excavation',' Research',' General 
Notes','Photograph','Plan','Report','Section','Unpublished Text'  

Project
bibliography
1

WA Project No. 75870 13



                                                           Trout Rd, Yiewsley 
Archaeological Watching Brief 

                                

Publication
type

Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript) 

Title Trout Road, Yiewsley, London Borough of Hillingdon  

Author(s)/Edi
tor(s) Martin, J  

Other
bibliographic
details

75870

Date 2010  

Issuer or 
publisher Wessex Archaeology

Place of 
issue or 
publication

Salisbury

Description Grey literature client report  

Entered by S Farr (s.farr@wessexarch.co.uk) 

Entered on 29 October 2010 

OASIS:
Please e-mail English Heritage for OASIS help and advice
© ADS 1996-2006 Created by Jo Gilham and Jen Mitcham, email Last 
modified Friday 3 February 2006 
Cite only: /d1/export/home/web/oasis/form/print.cfm for this page

WA Project No. 75870 14



Grand

River Thames

Union Canal

GREATER LONDON

Hertfordshire

Surrey

Buckingham
shire

Reproduced from the 1999 Ordnance Survey 1:25000 Explorer® map with the permission of the controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office

This material is for client report only © Wessex Archaeology. No unauthorised reproduction.

© Crown copyright, Wessex Archaeology, Portway House, Old Sarum Park, Salisbury, Wiltshire. SP4 6EB. Licence Number: 100028190.

Site location maps

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown Copyright and Database Right 2010.

Figure 1

Path:

Scale: 1:25000 & 1:5000 @ A4

Date: 19/10/10 Revision Number: 0

Illustrator: SEJ

200m0 1

50
60

00

181000

180500

50
55

00

Slough

THE SITE

Uxbridge

Yiewsley

THE SITE

THE SITE

Site boundary

Area of watching brief

Y:\PROJECTS\75870\Drawing Office\Report figs\WB\10_10_19\75870_site.dwg

50
60

00

181000

50
50

00

50
70

00

Wessex
Archaeology



�����������	


���	 ������� ������	�������� �

��� ��������	

����	

������ � ��	 


������
����	�
�
�

���� ����	��
 �� ��	 
���� 	���	� ��
� � ������ �	����
���� �� �������	���� 	��	��������

����� �� ������ ��� ������ ��	� ����	

����� 
� ������ ��� ������ ��	� ����	

�	��� ��!"��#$%#��
��&��'  ((������)��� (�'��*+���,��,����������-./�0�



Illustrator:

Date: Revision Number:19/10/10 0

N/A SEJScale:

Path:

Plates 3 and 4

Wessex
Archaeology

This material is for client report only © Wessex Archaeology. No unauthorised reproduction.

Plate 3: View of site from the south

Plate 4: View of site from the north

Y:\PROJECTS\75870\Drawing Office\Report figs\WB\10_10_19\Plates3&4.cdr



�����������	


���	 ������� ������	�������� �

��� ��������	

����	

����� �

������
����	�
�
�

���� ����	��
 �� ��	 
���� 	���	� ��
� � ������ �	����
���� �� �������	���� 	��	��������

����� �� �	
������ ������ ����	� 	� ���

�	��� ��!"��#$%#��
��&��'  ((������)��� (�'��*+���,��,�������� $-�.�



������ ������	
	�� 
�����
���������� ���� 	�����

��������� � ������� �������!�

� ������� 	�
�� ��� ���
� ���� ������
�� ��������� ��� ����
���� �� !! "!�#� $�%� �� !! "" &�! �'(�)�����%��*��*��
�
+�,��'�� �((�*�� �'  �'�
$�� ���� �'(�������' -���� """�"����#������ ��$

���������� 	
����� �� ������� � ������� ���
 ������� ��������� ���������� �� ������� �� ��������


