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Summary 

 
The  historic  town  of Bromsgrove was surveyed during the  Central  Marches  Historic 
Towns   Survey,   a  desk-based  study  of  64  smaller  historic  towns   in   Shropshire, 
Herefordshire  and Worcestershire. Archaeological and documentary  evidence  relating 
to  the  historic  core of Bromsgrove was  carefully  analysed,  comprising  topographic  
data,   published and unpublished archaeological reports, museum collections,  primary  
and  secondary  historical  sources,  historical  maps,  and  field  data  recorded  by  the  
project team.  
 
Detailed  evidence  is  provided  on  the character and layout  of  the  settlement  in  the  
medieval  and  post-medieval  period.  For  each  period  the  available  information  is 
analysed  and  mapped  in  detail,  and  a  model  of  the  development  of  the  town   is  
proposed.  In  addition, the evidence for pre-urban occupation  is  considered,  together 
with evidence of 19th century occupation. All archaeologically-relevant information  has 
been   recorded   as   part  of  the  county  Sites  and   Monuments   Record.   Specialist  
assessments  of  artefacts,  ecofacts, standing buildings  and  documentary  sources  are   
included.   A  detailed  archaeological  research  framework  has  been   developed   for  
Bromsgrove,   which   will  inform  future  archaeological  investigations   as   well   as 
management decisions. 
 
The historic core of Bromsgrove contains buried archaeological deposits, and these  are 
judged  to  have  moderate  potential. In addition there is   moderate  potential  for  the 
recovery  of  artefact  and  ecofact  assemblages.  The  historic  buildings  constitute   a 
complementary  body  of evidence, and the post-medieval buildings are judged  to  have 
moderate potential for detailed study and recording. The surviving documentary sources 
are  exceptional  and among the best surviving records in the region;  consequently  the 
potential for further study is very high. 
 
 

1 Introduction 
 

1.1 Location and landuse 
 
The  urban area of Bromsgrove is located at NGR SO 958 706 in Bromsgrove  District. 
The  modern settlement of Bromsgrove comprises a large area of 20th  century  housing 
and industrial development around the medieval and post-medieval core.  
 

1.2 Topography, geology and soils 
 
The old town of Bromsgrove lies at a height of between 95m and 80m OD in the  valley of  
the  Spadesbourne  Brook which runs from the Lickey Hills to the  northeast  of  the  town  
eventually joining the River Salwarpe to the southwest. The soils  in  Bromsgrove  have  
not  been mapped but lie in area of mainly typical brown earths  of  the  Crediton 
association  to  the  north  and  Bromsgrove association  to  the  south  (Soil  Survey  of 
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England  and  Wales,  Ragg et al 1984).  The underlying geology  consists  of  Triassic  
Bromsgrove Sandstone (British Geological Survey 1:50,000, sheet 182). 
 

1.3 Chronological outline 
 
The  main  axis  of  the  town is the Roman  road  (HWCM  3317)  between  Droitwich 
(Salinae)  and Wall (Letocetum). Bromsgrove was probably the site of an  Anglo-Saxon 
minster  and  possibly  an Anglo-Saxon burh (see section 2). Neither  of  these  features 
survived  into  the post-Conquest period, although the mention of a  reeve,  beadle  and 
priest  in the manor of Bromsgrove in 1086 suggest that it was more important  than  an 
ordinary royal manor (Thorn and Thorn 1982; VCH 1913, 20, 31). 
 
The  town of Bromsgrove developed in the second half of the 12th century. In 1169  the 
"vil  of Bromsgrove" rendered account of £4 and in 1195 the "men of  Bromsgrove"  or  
the "town of Bromsgrove" paid tallage of £5. By 1197 this had increased to £7 12s  2d.   
The  right to hold a weekly market was granted in 1200 and this seems to have  resulted  in  
a  rapid but short lived prosperity. Between 1197 and 1227 the tallage  had  risen  to  £24 
1s 4d, but the inhabitants were so poor in 1227 that this was reduced to £13 6s  8d, and 
later to £12 (VCH 1913, 20). 
 
In  1295 the town was represented by two MPs. This was, however, the first  and  only 
occasion  on  which  Bromsgrove  returned members (VCH  1913).  In  1327  the  King 
granted John de Mortimer a Tuesday market and a fair for three days at the Feast of the 
Decollation of St John the Baptist (29th August). The dates of the markets and the  fairs 
changed over the centuries but they continued to be held into the 20th century.   
 
In  1533  Bromsgrove  was  one  of  the towns  in  Worcestershire  in  which  cloth  was 
permitted  to  be manufactured and a flourishing trade in narrow cloth  and  friezes  had 
developed. Leland visited the town c 1540 and described it as "really just one  street...it 
has  quite  a  good weekly market, and depends to some extent on its  cloth  trade.  The  
town centre is reasonably well paved" (Chandler 1993, 515). 
 
Cloth  production continued to be an important industry into the 18th century. In  1690, 
606 inhabitants paid poll tax (Anon 1909, 108). From the 17th century the  manufacture of 
nails became increasingly important, and by at least 1778 this was the staple industry of 
the town and it continued to be so until the end of the 19th century (VCH 1913,  21). In 
1778  the Town Yield contained 2400 people, about 400 houses. A bailiff,  recorder, 
aldermen and other officers were still elected although they had no power (Anon  1909, 
72;  VCH  1913,  20). In 1778 John Lacey notes that records  that  1220  persons  were 
employed in different manufactures; 180 in linen production; 140 in the manufacture  of 
linsey and 900 in the production of nails (Anon 1909, 99). 
 
Bromsgrove flourished in the 19th century and the town expanded. Nail production  and 
button  making  were the main industries but cloth production, glass making  and  brass 
founding  also  took  place  in  the  town.  The  Birmingham  and  Gloucester   Railway 
Company's  line  from Cheltenham to Gloucester was opened in 1840 and  later  in  the 
same  year  on  the  completion of the Lickey Incline Plane the  town  was  linked  with 
Birmingham.  The  station was, however, one mile from the town and  necessitated  the 
building of New Road in 1865 to replace the steep and narrow Old Station Road  (Anon 
1967). 
 
 

1.4 Placename studies 
 
Bromsgrove  is  referred  to  as Bremesgraf in 11th century  copies  of  supposedly  9th 
century   charters.   In   1086  the  manor  is  referred  to  as   Bremesgrave,   in   1259 
Bremmisgrave  and  by 1441 Bromsgrove. It has been suggested that  the  name  derives  
from  the old English personal name Breme and the word for grove or  thicket  (Mawer  
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and Stenton 1927).  
 

1.5 Syntheses of documentary and archaeological data 
 
The documentary evidence relating to Bromsgrove has been summarised by the Victoria 
County  History  (VCH  1913).  An  index  of  archaeological  sites  was  produced  for 
Bromsgrove  District  Council  (Darlington  and  Woodiwiss  1991),   but  no  previous 
synthesis  of  the archaeological data from the town has been  undertaken.  The  present 
assessment  was  carried out by the Central Marches Historic Towns  Survey  in  1994.  
The  text was revised in March 1995 to incorporate the results of fieldwork  undertaken by  
the  Survey  (see section 1.7). No information published after  December  1994  has   been 
incorporated into this assessment. 
 

1.6 Cartographic sources 
 
Nineteenth  century  maps, including the tithe map of 1839  (WRO  BA  1572  f760.45)  
and  the  Ordnance Survey first edition 1:2500 maps (Worcestershire  25"  sheet  XV.16  
(1886)),  were  used  to  aid  in  the  identification  of  remains  and  the  definition   of 
components.  
 

1.7 Archaeological excavations and surveys 
 
There  are  antiquarian  references   to  tokens  and  coins  being  dug  up  close  to  the 
churchyard  (HWCM  21484;  Anon 1909, 96) but very  little  recorded  archaeological  
work  has  been undertaken in Bromsgrove. The only excavation in the  town  was  that 
carried  out  in  1960 between St John's Street and the  High  Street   which  uncovered 
material  of  17th  century  and later date (HWCM  19661;  Oswald  1960;  Whitehouse  
1960).  In  1994 the County Archaeological Service undertook a watching brief  on  the 
site  of the new Market Hall and this produced evidence of medieval and  post-medieval 
occupation in the area (HWCM 20645; Cook 1994). 
 
In  the  18th  century,  during  the refurbishment of the  now  unlocated  Crown  Inn  in 
Bromsgrove  High Street, a timber building  interpreted as part of a  medieval  nunnery 
was  exposed  and  "daggers  and things" were also  recovered  (HWCM  19678;  Anon  
1909).   This  nunnery  was supposed to have stretched as far back as  the  area  of  the  
modern Crown Close, and when the National School was built to the east of the  church  in  
the mid-19th century it was noted that whilst no earlier stonework (of  the  nunnery)  was  
discovered,  the  foundations were dug entirely into  "made-up"  ground  (HWCM  19172).  
This may indicate the presence of some depth of archaeological deposit  in  the area  of  
the  church.   Medieval stonework was also observed in the  side  of  97  High  Street 
(HWCM 1428) and interpreted as part of the nunnery or medieval manor house. 
 
A  partial  survey of the churchyard of St John's has been carried out  (Van  der  Toorn 
1976-7).  Fieldwork was undertaken by the Central Marches Historic Towns Survey  in 
October   1994.   This   identified  remains,  investigated  and  revised   the   extent   of 
components, and recorded 18th and 19th century cellarage and modern developments in 
the urban area. 
 
 

1.8 Acknowledgments and personnel 
 
Survey  fieldwork was carried out by Victoria Buteux and Nigel Topping. Analysis  and 
report  writing  were  carried  out by Victoria Buteux; this  report  was  edited  by  Hal 
Dalwood.  
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2 Pre-urban evidence 
 
The Roman road from Worcester to Wall runs through Bromsgrove, and cropmarks and 
accidental finds indicate that there was prehistoric and Roman activity in the area of the 
modern town. At present, however, there is no evidence of pre-medieval occupation  on 
the site of the town itself.  
 
It has been suggested that the Bromsgrove area was the site of an Anglo-Saxon minster, 
and  that its importance in this period is reflected in the prosperous manor  recorded  in 
1086  and  the  unusually  large medieval parish of St  John's  with  its  five  dependent 
chapels (Bond 1988, 134). The location of the Anglo-Saxon minster is not known, but it is 
likely that it is under, or close to, the present  St John's Church (HWCM 1365). This 
church is positioned on a small hill overlooking the Roman road and is slightly detached  
from  the medieval town, suggesting that a church on this site was already  in  existence 
prior to the 12th century. 
 
An Aethelflaedan burh called Bremesburgh, probably a fort, was built after the battle of 
Tettenhall in 910. It has been suggested that the burh was at Bromsgrove. This is  based on 
the similarity of the name to that of Bremesgrave (see section 1.4) and Bromsgrove's 
strategic position on the Roman road linking English Mercia with Danish Mercia (Bond 
1987, 112).  
 
There  was  certainly a settlement in the manor of Bromsgrove in the 11th  century  and  
this   was  probably  situated  around  St  John's  Church.  Present  evidence   suggests, 
however, that the settlement did not become urban until the 12th century. 
 
 

3 Medieval archaeological evidence 
 

3.1 Medieval remains and buildings 
 
The  only  evidence  of  buried deposits of medieval  date  recorded  from  Bromsgrove  
comes  from  the  watching brief at the new Market Hall, where  13th  to  14th  century  
pottery   was  found  in  post-medieval  contexts  (HWCM  20645;  Cook   1994).   The  
"made-up"  ground  observed  in  the 19th century at the  site  of  the  National  School  
(HWCM 19712; Anon 1914, 108) may include medieval material. 
 
Stonework  identified  as medieval was located at 97 High Street  (HWCM  1428).  The  
use  of  large  stone  blocks  in the lower  courses  of  post-medieval  buildings  is  very 
common in Bromsgrove, and it has been suggested that this is reused medieval masonry  
(Cook  1994).  The  watching  brief  at  the  new  Market  Hall  failed  to  identify   any  
architectural  fragments, however, and the date of this stonework is still not  confirmed.  
The  only  standing  buildings  of medieval date are the church of  St  John  the  Baptist 
(HWCM 1365), the medieval lych gate leading to the churchyard (HWCM 17514),  and  a 
wing of the Black Cross public house (HWCM 1916). The church has been  described  and  
planned, and the sequence of construction interpreted (VCH 1913, 28-32;  Pevsner 1968). 
 

3.2 Medieval urban components 
 
Analysis  of  the  evidence  summarised above  and  of  cartographic  and  documentary 
sources  indicated  the existence of ten urban components. The characteristics  of  these 
urban components are summarised below. 
 

Churchyard  (HWCM 19710). The churchyard lies a little to the west of the  town on  
an area of raised ground overlooking the main road.  This area may  have  been  the   
site  of an Anglo-Saxon minster (HWCM 19680), but the earliest  masonry  in  the  
present  church  (HWCM 1365) dates to the 12th  century  (VCH  1913).  The extent  
of the medieval churchyard is not known, but for the purposes of this  study it has 
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been defined to include the area on the slope to the east of the church. This is  the  
area where antiquarian sources suggest there may have been a  nunnery  (Anon 1909,   
93),  and  where  "made-up"  ground  was  observed  in  the  19th   century  (HWCM 
19712; Anon 1914, 108). 
   
Market  place (HWCM 19686). A weekly market was first granted in 1200  (VCH 
1913, 21). It is likely that the market was held in the wider part  of the High  Street 
(south  of Church Street and north of the Worcester Road) and the open area  (now 
called Market Place) leading from the High Street to the church and crossed by  the 
Spadesbourne  Brook. A "great cross", possibly of medieval date, stood before  the 
market house but was taken down in 1832 (HWCM 19668; VCH 1913, 21).  
 
Street  system (HWCM 19682). The medieval street system  consists of  the  main 
southwest  to northeast route between Worcester and Birmingham. This is the  road 
referred  to  by  Leland in the mid-16th century (see section  1.3),  and  must  have 
always  been the main routeway through the town. From this axis two roads go  off  to  
the west (the Kidderminster Road and the Stourbridge road) and two to the  east  (Old  
Station  Road and the Alcester/Stratford Road). These roads are  probably  of 
medieval date. Within the town itself,  Hanover Street and St John's Street  provide  
access  to  the  church  and  tenement  plot  HWCM  19683  and  are  likely  to  be 
medieval.  The  1839  tithe  map shows many small lanes  leading  from  the  High  
Street to the backs of tenement plots and many of these may be medieval in origin. 
 
As  well  as  the  market  cross (HWCM 19668), three  other  crosses  stood  in  the  
streets until the post-medieval period. These were St John's Cross at the bottom  of St 
John's Street, Black Cross in Worcester Street and Welch Cross at the top of the High 
Street (Anon 1909, 92). 
 
Tenement  plots (HWCM 19683, HWCM 19684, HWCM 19685, HWCM  19687,  
HWCM  19688,  HWCM 19698). The earliest part of the town is likely to  be  that 
close to the church, which dates to at least the 12th century, and probably  includes 
HWCM  19683 and HWCM 19684. These two components form a block  with  the 
tenement plots backing on to the Spadesbourne Brook, which would have  operated as  
a sewer. The watching brief at the new Market Hall building in  1994  recorded  the  
presence  of 13th and 14th century pottery in post-medieval layers,  and  noted  that   
pre-17th  century  deposits  survived  behind  the  St  John's  Street   frontage  
(HWCM   20645;  Cook  1994).  HWCM  19698  may  be  part  of  this  group   of  
components or a later encroachment onto church land. 
 
Component  HWCM 19685 to the east of the Worcester Road may also be  part  of  
the  earlier settlement. One 15th or early 16th century building (HWCM 1399)  did 
survive  in  this  component into the 20th century, but  has  now  been  demolished.  
This  also  seems  to have been the location of the manor house   of  the  manor  of 
Dyers.  This was first mentioned in 1557 and was separate to  Bromsgrove  manor.  
Courts  were  held  yearly  in  the manor house  until  it  was  demolished  in  1777  
(HWCM 21483; Anon 1909, 85; VCH 1913, 26-27)  
 
Tenement  plots HWCM 19687 and HWCM 19688 may represent a later  medieval 
development  of  the  town  along the main road, and  one  late  medieval  building 
survives  in  this  area (HWCM 1916). There are references to  a  medieval  timber 
building  at  the Crown Inn (HWCM 19678), and to medieval stone walling  in  the 
side  of  97 High Street (HWCM 1428). These structures have been  interpreted  as 
part   of   a  medieval  nunnery  and  the  remains  of  the   Rectory   manor   house  
respectively,  but without further evidence their function remains unclear and  there 
are problems with the dating of the stonework (see section 3.1). The back boundary of  
HWCM  19687  is  formed  by  the leat of  the  mill  (HWCM  19681)  and  the 
Spadesbourne Brook. The back of HWCM 19688 appears less regular on the  1839 
tithe map, and has now been extensively redeveloped. Within HWCM 19687 on the 
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west side of the High Street was the manor house belonging to the Rectory Manor.  
 
In  1232  the  church  at  Bromsgrove was granted to  the  Priory  of  Worcester.  A  
portion  of  the  tithes  and  land  belonging to  the  church  were  set  aside  for  the  
payment  of  a vicar and this seems to have been the origin of  the  Rectory  Manor  
(VCH  1913 27-28). The small stone house was still standing in 1778 when  it  was  
leased to a "huckster and nail factor" (Anon 1909, 85) and it is marked on the 1886  
Ordnance Survey map, but it has since been demolished. 
 
Mill  (HWCM  19681). The area around Bromsgrove contained many mills  in  the 
medieval  period,  not all of which can be located. HWCM 19681 is the  only  mill 
adjacent  to  the   medieval town itself, and may be the Town  Mill  referred  to  in 
Berkeley  (1934).  The mill pool and leat are shown on the 1839 tithe map  and  the 
leat  acted  as  a back boundary to the medieval tenement  plots  fronting  the  High  
Street, suggesting that it may have a medieval origin.  
 

3.3 Medieval urban form 
 

Definition and classification. The medieval urban form (HWCM 19703) has  been 
defined and mapped, based on the extent of the identified urban components and  in 
particular  the limits of the tenement plots.The available evidence indicates that  the 
medieval  urban form of Bromsgrove can be classified as a small  medieval  market 
town (English Heritage 1992). 
 
Survival. Lack of archaeological fieldwork means that there is little information on 
the extent, depth and fragility of medieval deposits. Whilst medieval deposits  were 
not  reached  during  the  excavation  of  the  pile  caps  for  the  new  Market  Hall  
building,  the  report  of  the watching brief on the site notes  that  there  is  a  high  
possibility that medieval deposits survive relatively undamaged at the back of  plots  
fronting St John's Street  (HWCM 20645; Cook 1994).  Such deposits must lie at a  
depth  of  greater  than 0.75m below present ground level  in  this  area.  Medieval  
deposits  are likely to be encountered in other areas of the town and the position  of 
Bromsgrove in a valley with a stream, mill pool and leats means that there is a high 
probability that waterlogged deposits may be found. 
  
Extensive  20th century development has meant that many of the boundaries of  the 
medieval  town as well as the buildings themselves have disappeared.  The  church, 
lych gate and Black Cross public house are the only remaining structures which can 
be dated to the medieval period.  
  
The components of the urban form comprising churchyard, tenement plots, market, 
street  system  and mill can be identified on the ground but have been  damaged  by 
modern development. The survival of these components is poor. 
 
 

4 Post-medieval archaeological evidence 
 

4.1 Post-medieval remains and buildings 
 
The  two  pieces  of  archaeological  fieldwork  undertaken  in  Bromsgrove  have  both 
produced  evidence of stratified post-medieval deposits containing artefacts of late  16th to 
early 18th century date. The excavation between the High Street and St John's  Street 
(HWCM  19661; Oswald 1960; Whitehouse 1960) demonstrated the presence of  buried 
archaeological   remains  and  provided  information  on  artefacts  recovered,  but   the 
structures observed were not fully described and the depth and nature of the deposits  is 
difficult  to determine. To the south of this, at the new Market Hall site,  post-medieval 
deposits  were  at  least  0.5m  to 0.75m deep,  and  substantial  stone  foundations  and 
associated deposits were observed and recorded (HWCM 20645; Cook 1994). 
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There  are two listed buildings dating from the 16th century, six from the  17th  century 
and  40  from  the  18th  century within the  post-medieval  urban  area.  A  number  of 
unlisted  17th  and  18th century buildings survive within the town,  but  large  numbers  
have  been demolished in the last 30 years. Large numbers of buildings  with  sandstone  
footings  are  observable throughout the town  and the majority of these  buildings  have  
not been studied in detail. 
 

4.2 Post-medieval urban components 
 
Analysis  of  the  evidence  summarised above  and  of  cartographic  and  documentary 
sources indicated the existence of twenty four urban components. The characteristics  of 
these urban components are summarised below. 

 
Churchyard   (HWCM   19660).  The  post-medieval  churchyard   of   St   John's  
(HWCM  19660)  has  been  defined  using  the  1839  tithe  map.  The   churchyard   
contains  surviving  tombs  dating  from  between  1617  and  1857  when  the  new  
graveyard was constructed to the north (Van der Toorn 1976). 
 
Chapels (HWCM 19694, HWCM 21481, HWCM 21485). The  Congregationalists 
originated  in  Bromsgrove  in  the  late 17th century,  and  in  1693  a  newly-built 
meeting  house  "adjoining the foldyard of Mr Blick" was  registered  (Anon  1909,  
63).  The  chapel  had  a  small graveyard  (HWCM  19694).  The  present  chapel 
(HWCM  1899)  is  mainly of 19th century date, although it does  contain  parts  of  
earlier structures (RCHME 1986). 
 
In 1700 a Baptist meeting house built at the rear of Humphrey Potter's house in the 
High  Street (HWCM 21481). The location of this has not been identified, but it  is 
possible that the Baptist church on the High Street mapped in 1886 is one the  same 
site. 
 
In the Bromsgrove assessment of 1690, seven Quakers are mentioned (Anon  1909, 
87).  In  1778 John Lacey noted that although the Society of  Friends  congregation 
was very small, they had a burial place to themselves (Anon 1909, 66). In the  19th 
century   it  was  recorded that "in the flourishing days of the Society  there  was  a 
meeting  house and burial ground in Hanover Street which is now used by  Messers 
Grey  as  a  workshop  and  timber yard" (Anon  1909,  87).  The  location  of  this  
meeting house (HWCM 21485) has not been identified at present.  
 
A  Presbyterian   meeting  house  with burial ground is  also  documented  in  1778 
(Anon 1909, 66, 75), but this has also not been located.  
 
Market  place (HWCM 19686). The medieval market place continued in  use  into 
the  medieval period. A building (HWCM 19665), probably of early  post-medieval  
date,  stood  in the market at the corner of High Street and the Market  Place.  This  
building  was  demolished  some  time between 1886  and  1954.  The  Town  Hall 
(HWCM  19663)  was  adjacent  to the market place and in  the  18th  century  was 
reserved  for  the use of wool sellers and dealers during the time of the  fair  (Anon 
1967).  The post-medieval stocks were situated under this building  suggesting  that 
the building was open at ground level with a room above. There is a reference to  a  
bridge  across the Spadesbourne Brook in 1755 (HWCM 19666; VCH 1913) but  it is 
not clear if this was the first bridge in this area. 
 
Street  system  (HWCM  19682,  HWCM  19706).  The  medieval  street   system  
continued in use with additions, as the town expanded in the post-medieval  period. 
For  the  purposes of this study, the post-medieval street system  has  been  defined 
using  the 1839 tithe map. In this map the blocks created by lanes to the east of  the 
town appear to be gardens or small fields rather than tenement plots.  
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Tenement  plots (HWCM 19683, HWCM 19684, HWCM 19685, HWCM  19687,  
HWCM  19688, HWCM 19693, HWCM 19695, HWCM 19656,  HWCM  19697, 
HWCM  19698, HWCM 19699, HWCM 19700, HWCM 19701, HWCM  19702). 
The  tenement  plots  of the medieval town continued in  use  in  the  post-medieval 
period although many of the buildings on the plots were replaced. Bromsgrove  had 
expanded  by  the  17th or 18th century along the main road both  to  the  northeast 
(HWCM  19695,  HWCM 19696, HWCM 19697) and to  the  southwest  (HWCM 
19699,  HWCM 19700, HWCM 19701, HWCM 19702). The boundaries  of  these 
tenement plots have been defined using the extent of occupation shown on the 1839 
tithe  map,  and  from  this  it  is  clear  that  the  density  of  occupation  in   some 
components  is  greater than in others. This may reflect a difference in the  date  or  
nature of the development.  
 
These  new  tenement  plots,  along  with those  of   medieval  origin,  would  have 
contained large numbers of buildings relating to small-scale industries,  particularly 
cloth  and  nail  manufacture. Cottages in Church Street  and  Hanover  Street,  for 
example, were used as weaving shops (Anon 1967). Larger industrial premises also 
seem  to  have  been  constructed in this period. The position of  some  of  these  is 
known  (see  below)  but  others  such as  an   early  18th  century  bronze  foundry  
situated somewhere on The Strand (HWCM 1409; Anon 1909, 78) are documented 
but have not yet been located.  
 
In tenement plot components HWCM 19687 and HWCM 19683 evidence of buried 
deposits  of  post-medieval  date  has been recovered. In  1960  a  trial  trench  was 
excavated  behind  timber-framed premises occupying the northern  angle  between 
High Street and St John's Street, an area which at the beginning of the 17th century 
belonged  to   a  coaching inn (HWCM 19661; Whitehouse  1960).  The  published 
report  states   that structures identified as those "recorded in  the  property  deeds" 
were  uncovered,  but it is not clear what these structures were.  Stratified  deposits 
dating to the later 17th and early 18th centuries were recovered (Whitehouse 1960).  
To  the  south,  at  the  new Market Hall  Site  (HWCM  20645),  a  watching  brief  
recorded   the  presence  of  substantial  stone  foundations  dating  from  the   17th 
century,  as  well  as deposits containing pottery dating from the  16th  century.   A 
burnt  layer  with  18th century pottery within it was observed,  and  the  excavator 
suggested that a number of houses in the area were burnt down at this period (Cook 
1994).  
 
Grammar  school  (HWCM  6614).  The founder and  date  of  foundation  of  the 
grammar  school  are not known although it is commonly attributed to  Edward  VI 
(Nash  1799).  The school was re-endowed in 1556-7 as a free grammar  school  of 
King  Philip and Queen Mary (VCH 1913). The location of the medieval and  early 
post-medieval school is not known. The present building, the earliest part of  which 
dates  from 1693, stands on the east side of the Worcester road and may  mark  the 
southerly extent of the town at that period.  
 
Mills  (HWCM 19681, HWCM 19691, HWCM 19692). The medieval mill  in  the 
centre  of the town (HWCM 19681) continued in use until the 19th century,  but  in 
the post-medieval period two other mills became part of the urban form. Blackmore 
Mill  (HWCM  19691), a corn mill in the early 19th century, may have  existed  in  the 
medieval period, but was at that time outside the town. To the southwest of  the  town 
is a mill marked as a cotton mill on the 1886 Ordnance Survey map  (HWCM 19692).  
On  the  1839  tithe  map  this is shown as  a  large  spinning  mill  with  a  "Factory  
Pool"  of c 3.3  hectares. The mill is probably of late 18th  century  date, and  may 
have produced linen. In 1800 it was stated that Bromsgrove  linen  would sell  in  
preference  to  any other (Anon 1967). Nothing is left  of  this  factory  but sandstone 
ashlars can be seen revetting the bank of the Spadesbourne Brook  which served as an 
outflow at this point. 
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Ropewalk  (HWCM 19671). A ropewalk is shown on the 1839 tithe map  but  may  
be of late 18th century or earlier origin. It was adjacent to the Town mill. 
 
Almshouses and workhouse (HWCM 21486, HWCM 21487). In 1778 John Lacey 
noted  that  a  number  of  charitable bequests had been  "laid  out  in  building  the 
almshouse  in St John Street and the workhouse" (Anon 1909, 81). The  almshouse  is 
mentioned in the parish records in 1708, but its location is not known at  present.  A 
workhouse is mentioned in parish records in the mid- to late 18th century  (Anon 
1909, 45-50) but its location is also unknown. 
 

4.3 Post-medieval urban form 
 

Definition  and classification. The post-medieval urban form (HWCM 19704)  has 
been  defined and mapped, based on the extent of the identified  urban  components 
and in particular the limits of the streets and tenement plots.The available  evidence 
indicates  that  the post-medieval urban form of Bromsgrove can be classified  as  a 
medium sized post-medieval market town (English Heritage 1992). 
 
Survival.  The  excavation between St John's Street and the High  Street  (HWCM 
19661)  has  demonstrated that stratified archaeological  deposits  of  post-medieval 
date  do exist in the town and that they contain important  artefactual  assemblages.  
The  watching brief to the south (HWCM 20645) identified post-medieval  deposits  
0.5m  to  0.75m  deep under relatively shallow modern  overburden.  There  is  no   
other  information  available  on  the  extent,  depth  or  fragility  of  post-medieval 
deposits. The position of the town in a valley with a stream, mill leats and a variety of 
mill pools indicates that there is a high probability that waterlogged deposits may  be 
found, however. 
  
Extensive  20th century development has meant that many of the boundaries of  the 
post-medieval  town  as well as the buildings themselves have  disappeared.  Whilst 
some 16th to 18th century buildings on street frontages have survived, those on  the 
back plots which contained a great deal of evidence for industrial activity have been 
almost completely obliterated. 
  
The components of the urban form comprising churchyard, tenement plots,  market  
and street system, grammar school and some large industrial areas can be identified 
using  19th  century maps but the survival of these components within  the  modern 
town is poor. 
 
 

5 Post-1800 archaeological evidence 
 
The  remit of the present study has not allowed for a detailed survey and assessment  of the  
archaeological evidence relating to  Bromsgrove in the period from  1800.  Further work  
is  required before such an assessment can be carried out.  Major  archaeological  remains  
have been identified within the study area, however,  including industrial  sites  (HWCM  
1406,  HWCM 1409, HWCM 19679); a number  of  non-conformist  chapels  (HWCM  
1896,  HWCM 1900, HWCM 1901, HWCM 2074); the  early  19th  century  almshouses  
(HWCM 19667) and public buildings such as the Town Hall built  in  1832  (HWCM 
19664). There are twelve listed buildings dated to the 19th century within  the study area. 
 
 

6 Specialist assessments 
 

6.1 Assessment of artefactual evidence   J D Hurst 
 
Little  artefactual  evidence  is  available  for  the  town  of  Bromsgrove.  There  is  an 



Bromsgrove 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
10 

antiquarian  reference  to  a possible Roman coin (HWCM  21484),  while  the  earliest 
authenticated finds from the study area are sherds of medieval pottery recovered  during  a  
watching  brief  on the new Market hall site  (HWCM  20645).  Post-medieval  finds  
include  an assemblage from a site at the corner of the High Street and St John's  Street  
(HWCM  19661;  Oswald  1960,  Whitehouse 1960) dating to  the  17th  to  early  18th  
century, and another dating to the 16th to 18th century from the site of the new  Market 
Hall  (HWCM  20645). The former comprised a wide range of artefacts;  pottery,  clay 
pipe,  glass, leather, and metalwork. A reference to the demolition of the Crown Inn  in 
High  Street  (HWCM 19678; Anon 1909) mentions `daggers' and other finds,  but  no  
dating information is available. Most of the artefacts have not been located.  
 

6.2 Assessment of environmental evidence   E A Pearson 
 
The  only  environmental  remains  recovered from Bromsgrove to  date  are  from  the 
excavation  between St John's Street and the  High Street (HWCM  19667;  Whitehouse 
1960). Here a layer accumulated between c 1640 and 1670 contained  an assemblage  of 
unidentified animal bones.  

 
6.3 Assessment of documentary sources   P A Stamper 

 
Bromsgrove's  exceptional  manorial  records,  among the best  in  the  survey  sample,  
would  by themselves place Bromsgrove among the best documented towns.  That  they  
are amplified by extensive other records, and by good printed and secondary sources, is  a 
bonus. Principal groups of primary sources are listed in section 9.  
 
The  main secondary sources consulted during the assessment include Nash  (1799)  and  
the Victoria County History (1913). The following secondary and printed sources  were 
not  consulted  during  the archaeological assessment: Baber  (1963),  Barnard   (1926), 
Collis  (1859),  Foster  (1981),  Noake (1847-96), Shepherd  (1958),  and  the  Victoria 
County History research notes (WRO BA 527). 
 

6.4 Assessment of buildings  R Morriss 
 
The  only medieval buildings surviving in Bromsgrove are the church  (HWCM  1365), the 
lych gate (HWCM 17514), and a wing of the Black Cross public house that dates  to  the 
late 15th or very early 16th century (HWCM 1916). These buidings cannot be  used  to 
define the size or layout of the medieval town. 
 
There  are  only  a handful of post-medieval timber-framed buildings  remaining  in  the 
town.  Some of these have urban characteristics.  Two of the surviving  buildings  have 
some  degree  of pretension.  108-110 High Street (HWCM 2009-10)  is  a  particularly 
grand  four-storey,  close-studded,  timber-framed house of late  16th  century  date.  A  
more ornately framed structure, with typical early 17th century motifs, is 1 High  Street 
(HWCM  1395).  This  originally had four gables, but now has  two.   In  addition,  the re-
erected  building  in New Road, the former Old Hop Pole Inn (HWCM 1714),  is  an 
ornately  framed  building dated 1572 that once stood on the High Street  itself.   These  
are  indicative of a relatively prosperous period in the town's history perhaps related  to  
the cloth trade (see Section 1.3). 
 
The  town  continued to prosper, and several brick buildings of the late 17th  and  early 
18th  century  period  survive.  Some of these are quite grand  structures,  for  example 29-
31  High  Street (HWCM 1978-9) and 73-75 High Street (HWCM  1993-4)  and  the  older 
parts of Bromsgrove School, Worcester Road (HWCM 6614). 
 
The  High Street was comprehensively re-developed in the 19th and 20th  centuries  but 
still  contains  a number of historic buildings. The buildings are  generally  quite  wide, 
three  or  more  bays  being  the  norm,  and of  three  or  more  storeys.   One  or  two  
buildings,  however,  are just one bay wide, possibly indicating some pressure  on  land  in  
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the past.  The buildings lining Worcester Road, many of which are of 18th and  19th  
century  date, tend to be two storey with several terraces and a generally  lower  status.  
This diminution in status also occurs on the Birmingham Road. 
 
The  rear plots on both sides of the High Street, and to a lesser extent on the  Worcester 
Road to the south west and the Birmingham Road to the north east, have been  radically 
redeveloped   and   cleared.    There  is  thus  little   survival   of   back-plot   buildings,  
particularly  on  the  northwest  side  where  the  inner  ring  road  and  car-parks  have 
obliterated the past. 
 
Analysis and survey. It seems that whilst a few buildings have been surveyed, little has 
appeared in print and there is no synthetic study. 
 
Assessment of the listing details. The list is dated 1972 and is one of the better ones of 
that date, being relatively detailed and very comprehensive.  One problem is,  however,  a  
reluctance  to refine dates to anything other than, for example,  `C18'.   In  addition,  
several buildings on the Worcester Road area seem eligible for listing but are not. 
 
 

7 Archaeological research framework 
 

7.1  Model of urban development 
 
A  model  of the medieval and post-medieval town of Bromsgrove  has  been  produced 
which  is  predictive and capable of testing through  archaeological  investigation.  This 
model has both chronological and spatial (landuse) dimensions (see sections 2 to 5)  and is  
based on an analysis of documentary, cartographic and archaeological  sources.  The 
model  is  derived  from the current academic understanding of  urban  development  in 
Britain,  and  forms  one  element of a developing  regional  research  framework.  The  
model is provisional and will be subject to confirmation or revision in the future as new 
information  becomes  available,  or  new studies lead  to  changing  understandings  of  
towns in the region. 
 

7.2  Chronological framework 
 
Documentary  evidence indicates that urban occupation commenced in the 12th  century 
but   developed  from  the  nucleus  of  a  medieval  rural  settlement  which  may  have 
originated  as  an  Anglo-Saxon  ecclesiastical centre.  The  town  of  Bromsgrove  was 
continuously  occupied  until the present but documentary evidence indicates  that  there 
was  an economic decline in the 13th century. The town prospered in the  post-medieval 
period  but  the  period of its greatest expansion was the 19th and  20th  centuries.  The 
pattern   of   surviving  tenement  plot  boundaries  within   Bromsgrove   confirms   the 
impression  given by the documentary evidence that the town developed in a number  of 
stages  but  this  chronological framework is provisional  and  requires  testing  through 
archaeological investigation. 
 

7.3  Urban landuse 
 
The medieval and post-medieval components identified here (sections 3.2 and 4.2) have 
been  mapped  and constitute a model of urban landuse for each period.  These  landuse 
models  are  partial  and  provisional  and  capable  of  testing  through   archaeological 
investigation. 
 
With  the exception of tenement plots HWCM 19687 and HWCM 19683, the  medieval 
and  post-medieval  urban components of Bromsgrove have  not  been  archaeologically 
investigated. The two archaeological investigations which have been undertaken  within 
the  town  demonstrate  that there is potential  for  recovering  archaeological  evidence 
relating  to the layout of burgage plots and the development and expansion of the  town. 



Bromsgrove 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
12 

The hypothesis that the earliest part of the settlement is to the south of the church  could be   
tested   through   archaeological  investigation.  Of  particular   importance   to   an 
understanding  of  Bromsgrove would be information on the location and layout  of  the 
small-scale  industries which are known to have been very important to the economy  of 
the town particularly in the post-medieval period.  
 

7.4  Potential for survival of buried remains 
 
The  excavation between St John's Street and the High Street (HWCM 19661), and  the 
salvage  recording  at  the  new Market Hall site  (HWCM  20645),  demonstrated  that 
important post-medieval deposits had not been destroyed by 19th and early 20th century 
development in these areas, and that stratified post-medieval deposits containing datable 
artefactual assemblages did exist. At the Market Hall site there was some evidence  that 
earlier  deposits survived at a depth of more than 0.7m  behind the street frontage.  The 
presence  of  streams,  leats  and mill pools increases the potential  for  the  survival  of 
organic remains.   
 
Fieldwork  was undertaken by the Central Marches Historic Towns Survey  in  October 
1994.  The  extent  of 18th and 19th century cellarage was  mapped,  together  with  the 
extent  of 20th century development (new buildings and major landscaping work).  This  
showed  that  there was little observable cellarage along the main  streets  but  extensive  
modern  redevelopment  within  the  historic core. It is  likely  that  evidence  for  more  
extensive  cellarage  has  been  obscured  by  modern  refurbishment  of  frontages  and 
pavements. 
 

7.5 Potential for artefactual studies   J D Hurst 
 
There  have been few archaeological observations in the town, and so the quality of  the 
buried artefactual evidence is not known in any detail. 
 
Period  discussion.  On  the present evidence, even if the  Roman  coin  find  (HWCM 
21484)  is authentic, it is likely that this is a  stray find. The medieval pottery is from  a 
single   site  (HWCM  20645),  and  constitutes  too  small  a  group  for   any   detailed 
interpretation.  In  contrast  the post-medieval artefacts have been  more  common,  and 
seem to constitute a typical domestic group. The survival of leather suggested that there  
may  be some potential for waterlogged conditions, which greatly increases  the  quality  
of archaeological deposits. 
 
Overall  the  pottery is a medium-sized group (about 400 sherds). Pottery  fabric  types,  
and  hence provenances, have not been identified, and so there was little  archaeological 
evidence  for economic links. Oswald (1960) identified most of the clay pipes  as  being 
products of Broseley in Shropshire. 
 
Comparison   with   documentary  evidence.   The  possibility  of   pottery   and   tile 
production  in  13th  century  Bromsgrove  has been  noted,  based  on  the  evidence  of  
personal  names  (Hurst 1990, 247-8). Other documentary evidence suggests  that  there   
were  several industries based in the town in the post-medieval period.  These  included  
textiles  in  the 16th to 18th century, nail manufacture and glass making in  the  17th  to  
19th  centuries,  bronze founding in the 18th to 19th centuries, and rope making  in  the 
19th century. Some of these industries are notable for leaving little artefactual  evidence in  
the  archaeological record (eg rope making), but others may be expected to  be  well   
represented  archaeologically  (eg  iron  and bronze  working).  The  presence  of  these 
industries suggests that some post-medieval deposits may be substantial. 
 

7.6 Potential for environmental remains    E A Pearson 
 
There   has   been   little  archaeological  fieldwork  or   recorded   observation   during 
construction or demolition work in the town, and there is little evidence for the survival of  
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biological  remains. Consideration of the soil conditions and  topography,  however, give  
some indication of the potential for environmental archaeological research.   Good survival  
of organic remains preserved by waterlogging cannot be expected  over  much  of  the  
area  as the soils of this association are generally  well  drained.   Nevertheless,  organic  
remains   may  exist near the stream and in  silty deposits of the  mill  leat  and  pool.  This 
material has the potential to provide information relating to the  surrounding  natural  
environment,  and  in features associated with  tenement  plots,   domestic  and  industrial  
waste  may  be well preserved. The soils are likely to  be  slightly  acid,  and  therefore 
only limited survival of animal bone and molluscs can be expected. 
 
As few environmental remains have been recovered in Bromsgrove, any  environmental 
material would be of interest. This could provide information on diet, living  conditions 
and  agricultural  or industrial economy.  Future excavation should include a  policy  of 
sampling and wet-sieving deposits in order to recover plant, insect, molluscs and  small 
animal remains in conjunction with hand-collection of larger items.  Where appropriate, 
specialist sampling for soil and pollen analysis may be required. 
   

7.7 Potential for the study of standing buildings   R Morriss 
 
Bromsgrove does not have a sufficient number of pre-18th century buildings to  warrant an  
extensive  survey of the town.  However, several of its timber-framed  buildings  do 
warrant  a detailed survey although it is unlikely that such work would add a great  deal  to 
the knowledge of the development of the town as a whole. 
 

7.8 Summary of research potential  
 
The historic core of Bromsgrove contains buried archaeological deposits, and these  are 
judged  to  have  moderate  potential. In addition there  is   moderate  potential  for  the 
recovery  of  artefact  and  ecofact  assemblages.  The  historic  buildings  constitute   a 
complementary  body  of evidence, and the post-medieval buildings are judged  to  have 
moderate potential for detailed study and recording. The surviving documentary sources 
are  exceptional  and among the best surviving records in the  region;  consequently  the 
potential for further study is very high.  
 
 

8 Management framework 
 

8.1 Urban archaeological area 
 
The  mapped  extent  of  the  medieval and  post-medieval  urban  forms  defined  above 
indicated  the  extent of the urban area (Bromsgrove Urban Archaeological  Area).  The 
significance of the urban archaeological area is assessed below. 

 
8.2 Existing protection measures 

 
The  different  parts  of  the urban area are afforded  different  measures  of  protection 
through  legislation  and the planning process. Directly relevant measures  are  outlined 
below.  
 

Scheduled  ancient  monument. There are no Scheduled  Ancient  Monuments  in 
Bromsgrove. 
 
Listed  buildings.  There  are  a  total  of 61  buildings  listed  as  of  historical  or 
architectural importance within the urban area. Buildings of special architectural or 
historic interest should receive very special attention. Such buildings are limited  in 
their  number  and there is a need to protect and preserve  them.  The  presumption 
when  considering  applications  to demolish or alter is in  favour  of  preservation.  
This  presumption  is  also likely to preserve  archaeological  remains  beneath  and 
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immediately  around  such  buildings  from development. It  is  important  that  the 
architectural and archaeological interests are considered together. 
 
The  alteration  of  listed  buildings  requires the greatest  skill  and  care  to  avoid  
damage to historic structures. Specialist architectural advice is given by the County 
Conservation  Architect  or through the District's own conservation  officer  where  
that District Council has their own specialist staff. 
 
Conservation   area.  A  Conservation  Area  has  been  defined   which   partially 
encompasses the archaeological area (Bromsgrove District Local Plan: deposit draft 
(1993)). 
 

8.3 Management approach 
 
The  archaeological urban area of Bromsgrove contains earthworks and buried  remains 
relating  to  medieval  and  post-medieval  occupation,  associated  with   contemporary 
buildings. The buried remains vary in complexity and depth, and for the  post-medieval 
period   at  least  demonstrably  contain  significant  archaeological  information.  It   is 
desirable  that  any  proposed  development within the urban area  that  has  a  potential  
impact   on  earthworks  or  buried  remains  should  be  assessed  by  the   appropriate 
archaeological body.  
 
The course of action recommended will depend upon the nature of the development and 
current planning legislation and frameworks. The archaeological response will be based on    
both   the  archaeological  information  summarised  in  this  document   and   any 
subsequent  archaeological  information recorded on the County  Sites  and  Monuments 
Record. 
 
 

9 Principal groups of primary sources   compiled by P A Stamper  
 

(WRO: St Helen's Record Office, Worcester) 
 
WRO BA 821 Court rolls 1335-1782 
WRO BA 9135 Court rolls and papers, late 14th century to 1649 
WRO BA 7535 Court rolls 1490-1547 
WRO BA 1188 Court rolls, rentals, 1643-87 
WRO BA 9135 Court papers, c 1569-89 and c 1665-1678/9 
and BA 9150    
WRO BA 1584 Various court papers, 1629-1886 
WRO BA 9135 Parish records.  Registers from 1590; churchwardens' accounts from  
  1723; overseers' accounts 1661-6 and 1730s onwards. 
WRO BA 2904 Overseers' and churchwardens' accounts 1686-1713 
WRO BA 9135 Apprenticeship papers 1649-1792 
WRO various A large number of all manner of post-medieval documents appear in  
  the WRO index 
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11  Mapping 
 
The  illustrations for this report comprise CAD plots of the urban components for  each 
period and a location plot of archaeological remains combined with OS digital map data 
(1995)  at  1:5000. These plots are current at the date of the completion  of  this  report 
(March  1995).  After  this  date  new information will  be  held  by  the  Hereford  and 
Worcester County Council Sites and Monuments Record. 
 
*  Historic buildings (listed and other recorded buildings) and urban area 
*  Archaeological remains and urban area 
*  Medieval urban form and components 
*  Post-medieval urban form and components 
*  Observed cellarage and 20th century development 
*  Urban area and scheduled ancient monuments 
 


