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Summary

An archaeological evaluation was carried out in the garden of 44 Park Street,
Woodston, Peterborough (TL 1896 9750) between the 2nd and 3rd April
2008. Archaeological investigation was carried out on behalf of PDG
Architects in advance of the proposed development of five houses and
associated parking.

Extensive quarrying dating to the late 19th century was observed across the
development area. A series of post-medieval pits and garden features
relating to the house and garden of No. 44 Park Street were also discovered.

A photographic record was made of a Second World War air raid shelter
within the garden.
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Introduction

This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a
Brief issued by Ben Robinson of the Peterborough City Council
Archaeology Service (PCCAS); (Planning Application 07/01041/FUL),
supplemented by a Specification prepared by CAM ARC,
Cambridgeshire County Council (formerly Archaeological Field Unit).

The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of
any archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area,
in accordance with the guidelines set out in Planning and Policy
Guidance 16 - Archaeology and Planning (Department of the
Environment 1990). The results will enable decisions to be made by
PCCAS, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority, with regard to the
treatment of any archaeological remains found.

The proposed development is for the construction of five dwellings and
associated car parking within the garden and on the site of a single
storey outbuilding to No. 44 Park Street.

The site archive is currently held by CAM ARC and will be deposited
with the appropriate county stores in due course.

Geology and Topography

The site lies on a pocket of 2nd terrace river gravels overlying Oxford
clay, and the area has therefore been subject to fairly extensive gravel
quarrying in the past (BGS Sheet 158, 1984). The site lies between
10.5 and 11.5m OD.

Archaeological and Historical Background

Woodston was originally a separate village and is referenced in historic
sources from the late 10th century when the manor was held by
Thorney Abbey. A fishery and windmill are recorded and a weekly
market and fair. Goods coming up the Nene were disembarked at
Woodston and tolls and customs gathered there.

Roman finds are recorded in the area and Early Saxon burials have
been found over a wide area of Woodston and neighbouring New
Fletton to the east. Most finds were made during quarrying in the 19th
century and their location and attribution are generally unknown.
However, there is a record of at least one Roman or Saxon burial in a
stone coffin close to the subject site, and in Hunting Avenue, 100m to
the southwest, an Early Saxon settlement site was found that
comprised seven Sunken Feature Buildings along with pits, hearths
and ditches.



Methodology

The objective of this evaluation was to determine as far as reasonably
possible the presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality,
condition and significance of any surviving archaeological deposits
within the development area.

The Brief required that the evaluation would comprise of a minimum of
70m of trenching covering approximately 10% of the development area
with an additional 20m of trenching to be added should further clarity
be required.

Eight trenches measuring between 4.25m and 13m were excavated
totalling 75.05m in length. Details of trench lengths, depths and
orientations are listed in Table1.

Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological
supervision with a wheeled JCB-type excavator using a 1.5m wide
toothless ditching bucket.

Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal
detector. All metal-detected and hand-collected finds were retained for
inspection, other than those which were obviously modern. No bulk
environmental samples were taken as no significant archaeological
deposits were encountered.

All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using CAM
ARC'’s pro-forma sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were
recorded at appropriate scales and colour and monochrome
photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

Site conditions were good, however a second world war air raid shelter
and a caravan were located on the west side of the site restricting the
location of trenches in this area. A brick pig-sty was sited along the
northern boundary of the development area and a barn adjacent to No.
44, due to be demolished with the proposed development, was still
standing.
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Results

Trench Dimensions

Trench | Length (m) | Depth (m) Alignment Topsoil (m) Subsoil (m)
1 6.3 0.74-0.78 | E-W 0.42-0.44 0.32-0.35
2 13 0.53-0.72 | E-W 0.22-0.30 0.12-0.32
3 8 0.57 —0.65 | N-S 0.38 —0.40 0.23-0.25
4 12 0.48 —0.49 | NW-SE 0.32-0.38 0.11-0.17
5 4.25 044-046 | E-W 0.38 —0.39 0.07 — 0.09
6 10.5 0.75 N-S 0.42-0.48 0.27 - 0.33
7 9 06-07 N-S 0.41-045 0.25-0.29
8 12 0.7-1.06 N-S/ E-W 0.40 — 0.51 0.20-0.32

Table 1

Overburden

Context 1: Topsoil
A loose dark greyish brown, slightly sandy silt with occasional small sub angular
stones. Modern garden soil.

Context 2: Subsoail
A compact mid yellowish brown, clay sandy silt with occasional gravel.

Post- Medieval Quarrying

Evidence of post-medieval quarrying was observed in all trenches
except Trenches 1 and 5. The quarries were located extensively
across the development area with a particularly high density in the
northwestern part of the site. Partial excavation of these features
(contexts 32 and 36) in Trenches 3 and 6 revealed small quantities of
pottery, tile, brick and clay pipe stems dating to the early 19th century.

The fills of the quarries were mixed orangey yellow, sandy silt and dark
yellow brown, slightly sandy silt with occasional to frequent small
stones.

The quarries were irregular or sub circular in shape except for pit 42
which was rectangular. This feature appeared to respect the current
boundaries of the garden of No. 44.

Trench Feature | Fill Cut Dimensions Finds (not kept)

2 Quarry 13 14 Visible — 10.2m Long -
Unexcavated

3 Quarry 21 22 Visible — 5.75m Long 1 fragment clay pipe
0.65m Deep stem
Not fully excavated

4 Quarry 25 26 Visible —4.1m Long -
Unexcavated

6 Quarry | 31 32 Visible —2.75m Long 4 fragments late 19"
0.34m Deep century pottery
Not fully excavated 1 fragment of roof

tile

6 Quarry | 35 36 Visible —2.25m Long 2 fragments late 19"

0.5m Deep century pottery




5.4

Not fully excavated 1 fragment of brick
3 fragments of slate
1 stone tile
7 Quarry 37 38 Visible —4.75m Long -
Unexcavated
7 Quarry 39 40 Visible —1.65m Long -
Unexcavated
8 Quarry 41 42 Visible —7m Long Machinin%finds
4m Wide Late 19" century
Unexcavated pottery, glass, brick,
roof tile.
Table 2

Post- Medieval Features

Pits

Post-medieval pits were observed in Trenches 2, 3, 4 and 6. The pits
recorded in Trenches 2, 3, and 4 all post-date the quarrying activity on
the site. Pit 34 in Trench 6 could be contemporary as it had no
stratigraphic relationship with the quarry pits but contained 19th
century pottery.

Trench Feature Fill Cut Dimensions Finds (not kept)
2 Pit 9 10 0.25m —0.35m Wide Animal Bone
group 0.04m — 0.06m Deep
(3 Pits)
2 Pit 11 12 0.8m Wide 2 Fragments of late
0.14m Deep 19" century pottery
3 Pit 17/21 18/20 | 0.75m Wide 1 fragment clay pipe
0.2m Deep stem
4.5m Long
4 Pit 23 24 1.1m 1 fragment late 19"
0.24m century pottery
6 Pit 33 34 1.8m Wide Late 19" century
0.34m Deep roof tile, brick, slate
1 fragment of Roman
pottery
Table 3

Garden Features
Two possible garden features were observed in Trenches 1, 2 and 4.

A narrow ditch (context 4/6) aligned approximately east to west was
observed in Trench 1 along with a north to south oriented shallow
boundary ditch 8. The north to south boundary ditch was also observed
in Trenches 2 and 4 and was on the same alignment as a partially
demolished wall separating the more formal garden of No. 44 with a
small holding area where animals were probably kept. The pig sty was
still present on the site.



Trench Feature Fill Cut Dimensions Finds (not kept)
1 Ditch 3/5 4/6 0.3m Wide 1 fragment of clay
0.11m Deep pipe stem
2.8m Long
1 Ditch 7 8 0.95m Wide -
Unexcavated
2 Ditch 15 16 0.95m Wide 2 fragments of late
0.21m Deep 19" century blue
and white pottery
4 Ditch 27 28 1.2m Wide -
0.08m Deep
Table 4
Well

A brick lined well (Fill 29, Cut 30) measuring approximately 1.75m in
diameter was observed in Trench 5. It remained unexcavated.

Discussion

Extensive quarrying dating to the 19th century was observed across
the development area. On the 1885 1st edition OS map a large quarry
pit is visible to the northwest of the site occupying land adjacent to
Fletton Tower and under the present day road of Queen’s Walk.

The post-medieval features present can be identified as either small
domestic pits with animal burials or garden features associated with
the property at No.44 all of which date to the late 19th century.

Despite the presence of Roman and Anglo-Saxon remains in the
vicinity only a single residual piece of Roman pottery was identified in a
pit dating to the late 19th century. Any earlier activity would have been
removed or truncated by the quarry pits.

Conclusions

Nineteenth century quarrying was present across the site. The
presence of a single sherd of Roman pottery suggests that there was
earlier activity within the general area of the gravel terrace but that this
has subsequently been removed by the quarrying.

Recommendations for any future work based upon this report will be
made by the Peterborough City Council Archaeology Service.
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Figure 1 Location of trenches (black) with the development area outlined (red)
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