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CHAPEL FIELD HOUSE
HIGH EASTER

ESSEX
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

EVALUATION BY TRIAL TRENCHING
AND EXCAVATION
SUMMARY
Client:  M and P Dunn Ltd
NGR:  TL 515 252
Site Code:  HECF06
Oasis Accession Number:  essexcou1-15218
Project No:  1616
Date of Fieldwork: 16th May to the 31st May 2006
The Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit (ECC FAU) carried out an archaeological investigation on behalf of M and P Dunn Ltd on the site of a residential development on land immediately to the west of Chapel Field House, High Easter, Essex.  The site lies to the north-east of St Mary’s church and on the north side of the main street running east-west through the village, in an area of high archaeological potential.  The investigation was carried out under an archaeological condition placed on planning consent, and comprised initial evaluation by trial trenching followed by detailed excavation of two areas.  
The evaluation involved the excavation of seven trial trenches within the footprints of the new houses and associated access road and garages.  Trenches 1, 2, and 3 in the north of the development area, and trench 7 in the south-east, located only natural and modern features.  However, trenches 4, 5 and 6 in the south and south-west of the area located significant late medieval and post-medieval features, comprising a well, pits and a large ditch, near the road frontage.  Consequently, it was decided to open up two larger areas around trenches 4 and 5 (Area 1) and trench 6 (Area 2) to investigate these remains further.
Excavation revealed a well dating to the mid-13th to 14th centuries, cut by a large boundary ditch aligned east-west, with associated rubbish pits, all dating to the 15th to 16th/17th centuries.  The ditch would most likely have continued eastwards to the rear of Tye Cottage, a surviving 14th-century timber-framed building immediately to the east of Chapel Field House.  The archaeological evidence suggests a contrast in activity on either side of the boundary ditch, which separated the immediate road-side area from open farmland to the north.  The ditch is not shown on a map of 1654, which shows a small field extending right up to the road frontage, confirming the archaeological evidence for the ditch’s disuse.  Residual Late Iron Age and Roman finds suggest nearby occupation.  There are very few features or deposits of post-medieval or modern date, and this absence suggests that the site had been open land, either as an orchard or a field, for some time.
The trial trenching evaluation suggests that there are no archaeological remains of interest in the north and south-east of the development area, and that development there will have no impact.  Excavation of the footprints of the two westernmost houses on the road frontage has created a detailed record of the late medieval remains there, and as a result has mitigated the impact of construction of the new houses.  The results of the investigation suggest that further medieval remains should survive in the general area of the road frontage outside the footprints of the houses.
1.0
INTRODUCTION
1.1
Project background
The Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit (ECC FAU) carried out an archaeological investigation on behalf of M and P Dunn Ltd on the site of a residential development on land immediately to the west of Chapel Field House, High Easter, Essex.  The development site lies on the main street of the historic village in an area of high archaeological potential, and as a result an archaeological investigation was required under the terms of a condition placed on planning consent in accordance with Planning Policy Guideline note 16 (PPG16).  
The condition was placed on planning application UTT/0352/03 by Uttlesford District Council Planning Department following specialist advice from the Essex County Council Historic Environment Management team (ECC HEM).  The application is for residential development comprising three new houses, associated garages and an access road on land once associated with and adjoining Chapel Fields House, High Easter, Essex.
The archaeological work followed a design brief produced by the Essex County Council Historic Environment Management team (ECC HEM 2006) and the written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by ECC FAU (2006).  
1.2
Report and archive

Copies of this report will be supplied to the client, ECC HEM and the Essex County Council Historic Environment Record (ECC HER).  A version will be uploaded to the Online Access Index of Archaeological Investigations (OASIS) (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis).  The project archive, including two copies of the report, will be deposited at Saffron Walden Museum.
2.0
archaeological and historical background

2.1
Location, topography and geology
The historic village of High Easter is situated 13km (8 miles) north-west of Chelmsford, in open country between the valleys of the rivers Roding and the Chelmer (TL 621 148), lying on a low hill overlooking a stream to the north.  The development site is located north-east of St Mary’s Church, and on the northern side of The Street, the main road running east-west through the village.  The land proposed for development covers an area of 858 sq m at a level of around 76m OD.  The surface geology comprises chalky boulder clay. 
2.2 Historical and archaeological background
The following background is based on readily available historical and cartographic sources in the Essex Record Office (ERO) and information held in the Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER).  
There has been a settlement at High Easter from at least as early as the Late Saxon period, as the Domesday Book records a manor held by Asgar before 1066 (Rumble 1983).  In 1086 the manor was held by Geoffrey de Mandeville and was worth £30.  Attached to the manor were 47 villagers, 33 smallholders and 6 freemen, as well as rights to woodland and meadow.  However, the date, form and extent of the original settlement are unknown.
The site lies north-east of St Mary’s church (EHER 941, 942 and 943) and on the north side of the main road running east-west through the village.  Although refurbished in the 19th century, the church originated in the 12th century, with the north aisle and the chancel arch added in the 14th century.  The church and the main road appear to have formed the main focus of settlement during the medieval period.  Lining the road frontages are several listed timber-framed houses dating from the 13th century onwards.  Tye Cottage (EHER 38171), immediately to the east of Chapel Field House, is one of the earliest recorded structures in the village, with elements dating back to the 14th century. 
There is some evidence of archaeological remains pre-dating the medieval development of High Easter.  To the west of the site earthworks have been observed and artefacts have been recovered, suggesting that Saxon or early medieval occupational remains may survive there (EHER 1110 and 1111), and it is likely that the original focus of settlement was the area around St Mary’s church.  In addition, the fabric of St Mary’s church includes Roman brick/tile, suggesting the presence of a Roman structure in the vicinity. 

The more recent development of the site can be traced in part from historic maps.  The earliest map of Good Easter, a survey of 1654 (ERO D/DWV P2), shows the southern side of the main road as built up, but with very few buildings along its northern side, with the development site in the area of a small field extending along the road frontage.  In a later survey of 1759 (ERO T/M 269/1), the field is shown as attached to the former Vicarage 100m to the east of the site.  Tye Cottage, of known medieval origin, is not shown on either map, presumably because the purpose of these surveys was to define land divisions rather than detailed mapping.  In the 1848 Tithe map (ERO D/CT 123B) and the 1876 1st edition Ordnance Survey, a boundary is shown separating the immediate area of the road frontage, including Tye Cottage and other buildings, from the field.  By 1848 the Vicarage had moved to the north-east, to the present-day location of Parsonage Farm, and by 1876 the Congregational Chapel had been established opposite the site.  The site has remained open land until the modern day.
3.0
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

3.1
General objectives

Generally, the aim of the work was to ‘preserve, by record, the archaeological deposits that will be destroyed by the housing development’ (ECC HEM 2006).

3.2
Research objectives

The research objectives for the project were in line with those laid out in Research and Archaeology: a Framework for the Eastern Counties, 2. research agenda and strategy (Brown and Glazebrook 2000).

A major research priority is to establish the origins, date, character, form and development of medieval villages, especially those like High Easter that are documented in the Domesday Book and appear to have Saxon origins.  It is also important to establish the date and character of any settlement or landscape elements pre-dating the historic village.

The specific objectives of the investigation were to establish:
· The date and nature of the village’s origins.

· The presence and nature of any Roman or earlier remains pre-dating the village.

· The presence and nature of any Saxon, medieval and post-medieval remains related to the village.
· Any Saxon, medieval or post-medieval structures on the road frontage, plot boundaries, or any evidence of backland craft/industrial activity.
· Evidence of dating, trade, distribution networks and socio-economic factors from the artefactual assemblages.
4.0 METHODS
All fieldwork methods and recording conformed to the codes of practice and guidance issued by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA 1999) and adhered to regional standards (Gurney 2003). 
Before the archaeological work began, the client/developer was required by English Nature to strip the site of scrub and vegetation in order to prevent newts or other protected wildlife from returning to the site once removed.  This involved surface stripping of the development area.  While most of the topsoil cover was left in place, the work was carried out under archaeological supervision to ensure that archaeological levels were not disturbed.

The initial evaluation stage of the archaeological investigation comprised cutting seven trenches using a tracked 360 excavator fitted with a toothless bucket, under supervision of an archaeologist.  The trenches were positioned to evaluate any archaeological remains within the development areas and, where possible, were located within the footprints of the new houses and garages and along the line of the access road (Fig 1).  Full evaluation of the line of the access road was prevented by the need to avoid the canopy and root structure of an Oak tree with a preservation order.
The trial trenching identified archaeological remains of interest on the southern edge of the development area alongside the road.  A rapid appraisal of the surviving features and deposits was carried out, and a summary and plan were produced.  After consultation with the ECC HEM monitoring officer and Mr P. Dunn of M and P Dunn Ltd, it was decided to open up larger areas around trenches 4, 5 and 6 to carry out more extensive archaeological excavation within the footprints of two houses in the south-west of the development area (Areas 1 and 2).  Area 1 encompassed trenches 4 and 5 (Fig 2), and Area 2 was an enlargement of trench 6 (Fig 3).  These excavation areas were designed to record the archaeological remains in the house footprints as a mitigation measure before construction.  
All surfaces were sufficiently cleaned to ensure that any features present were visible and spoil heaps were examined for archaeological material.  Archaeological features and deposits were excavated using hand tools and finds were collected and bagged by context.  All stratigraphic contexts were recorded using the ECC FAU’s proforma context recording sheet, and plans and sections were drawn at 1:20 and 1:10 respectively.  A full photographic record was maintained throughout the investigation.  
5.0
RESULTS
5.1
Introduction

The results of the archaeological investigation are described in two sections: the evaluation trenches 1, 2, 3 and 7 in which no further archaeological work took place (see section 5.2); and Areas 1 and 2, the areas of more extensive and detailed excavation around evaluation trenches 4, 5 and 6 (see Section 5.3).
In trenches 1, 2 and 3 in the rear of the development area (Fig. 1) topsoil 1 was around 0.2m thick and overlay grey-green clay-silt subsoil, 0.5m thick, which was relatively clean with occasional flecks of charcoal and chalk and little to no trace of any occupational debris such as brick, tile, pottery, bone or shell.  Topsoil survived to an average depth of 0.5m over the front of the site, in trenches 4 and 5 (Area 1), and 6 (Area 2), although subsoil 2 was absent.  The natural boulder clay, 3, survived to a level of between 76.4 and 76.7m OD in all areas of the investigation.  It comprised firm yellow clay that contained abundant chalk and occasional flint nodules of varying sizes.  In places, seams of fine sterile light red-brown silts existed where undulations in the natural clays have been filled by wind-blown or water-lain silts. 
5.2
Evaluation trial trenches (Fig 1)
Trench 1 contained a shallow linear feature, 4, orientated north-south.  This was sealed by subsoil, appeared to cut the natural, and contained a sterile red-brown silty clay that had similar characteristics to the seams of fine silts present within the natural boulder clay.  The only difference appeared to be that the fill was looser and traces of grey clay could be seen within it.  This might be an archaeological feature, but is more likely to be a variation in the natural clay.  A similar linear feature, 6, also orientated north-south, was exposed in trench 3.  Although this feature seemed better defined and was deeper, the fill was just as sterile, and it could also have been a variation on the natural clay.  Oval feature 8 represented a natural hollow and a natural spread was part-excavated at the western end of the trench.  No archaeological remains of interest were exposed within trench 2.  In trench 7 a modern service trench, 12, was exposed that ran parallel with Chapel Field House.  It contained mottled orange sand with no inclusions, from which no artefacts were recovered. 
5.3
Area 1 (Figs 2, 4)
The principal archaeological remains within area 1 comprised later medieval and early post-medieval features dating to the mid-13th to 16th or 17th centuries.  
The earliest feature in area 1 was a well, 38.  In plan the well was oval, measuring around 5.4m north-west to south-east and 4.4m south-west to north-east.  It comprised an irregular large pit at the top, with an apparently more regular central shaft lower down, approximately 2.5 to 3.0m across and with near-vertical sides (Fig. 4, section 7).  This feature was only partially excavated, by means of a segment orientated north-south across its centre, with excavation stepped down to a maximum depth of around 1.7m below the surface of the natural boulder clay.  Excavation was stopped at this level due to safety considerations.  In addition, excavation to a greater depth could not be justified as this would have been below the base level of the foundation trenches for the new houses.  
No evidence of a lining of the central shaft survived, but the feature’s depth and form are consistent with it having been being a well, as are the character of its fills.  The lowest fill recorded, grey silty clay with no inclusions, 39, appears to have been water-lain, and possibly formed in an oxygen-reduced environment.  All the overlying fills, 40-47 and 55-59, consisted of brown-grey and yellow silt-clay deposits containing relatively few inclusions or artefacts (Fig. 4, section 7).  They appear to represent a series of accumulations in the top of the well, with occasional natural clay deposits slumped in from the sides.  Unusually, there does not seem to have been any deliberate dumping of rubbish deposits, and the well appears simply to have been left open to fill naturally.  Several of the fills contained small amounts of late medieval pottery, dating the disuse of the well to the mid-13th to 14th centuries.

The main feature in area 1 was a 2.5m-wide ditch, 17/48, that cut the well and was aligned west-south-west to east-north-east (the ditch was also present in Area 2 as cut 34).  The ditch profile was a V-shape, with moderately steep and irregular sides (Fig. 4, sections 1 and 7).  The initial fill of the ditch, 18/49/50, was redeposited natural clay formed by erosion and slumping of its sides.  The upper fills of the ditch, 21/22/51, were generally darker clay-silt deposits, typical of a gradual silting over time.  The primary fill of the ditch contained a copper alloy buckle dated to between 1400 and 1450 (see 6.3 Metalwork), while all the ditch fills contained small amounts of late medieval pottery.  The date of the buckle, however, means that much of the pottery in the ditch must be residual, and since the ditch cut into the upper fills of well 38 it almost certainly contained pottery disturbed from the earlier feature.  Occasional sherds of late 16th and 17th century pottery in the upper fill of the ditch suggest this was the date of its final disuse, although root disturbance may mean these sherds are intrusive.
Further archaeological remains in area 1 comprised a number of discrete pits and a post-hole.  Towards the western side of the area, on the northern edge of ditch 17, were post-hole 15 and pit 19.  Pit 19 truncated the northern lip of the ditch and may have been created as a result of a post being dug out.  Post-hole 15 was a flat-based steep-sided cut.  Compacted chalk remained on its base that had provided bedding for the removed post.  
Pit 52 cut both ditch 48 and well 38, and was stratigraphically the latest feature in the area, although unfortunately it contained no datable material.  It was elongated, steep-sided and flat-bottomed, containing a single dark fill.  To the north-east was a shallow, truncated pit, 30, that contained a sherd of late medieval pottery.  A modern ditch was situated 1m to the north of ditch 17/48, on a similar alignment.  It contained corroded pots, pans, brick, tile and garden ceramics (the artefacts were not retained).  
5.4
Area 2 (Figs 3 and 4)
The main archaeological remains within area 2 were in keeping with those excavated in Area 1.  Ditch 17/48 in area 1 continued into area 2, where it was recorded as 34, running along its northern baulk.  The fills of ditch segment 34 contained small amounts of late medieval pottery and, as with other lengths of the ditch, much of this material may have been residual.  Again, a sherd of pottery from the upper fill of the ditch suggests its final infilling occurred in the 16th or 17th century.
A large pit, 62, extended up to the southern edge of the ditch, and although the precise relationship of the two features was not defined, they were most likely broadly contemporary.  Pit 62 was a rubbish pit that may originally have been dug as a quarry.  It was originally over 3.5m from north-west to south-east and approaching 3.0m on its opposing axis.  Unfortunately, the upper fill could not be distinguished from the topsoil, which led to the uppermost 0.28m being lost through machine truncation.  It had a bowl-shaped profile with a steep side on its eastern edge (Fig. 4, section 1).  Although the pit had several fills, these all contained large amounts of domestic rubbish, especially pottery, roof-tile and animal bone, and it is thought that the pit would have been backfilled quite quickly.  Again, much of the pottery must be residual, and the latest pottery from the pit fills is dated to the late 15th-16th centuries.
On the eastern edge of area 2 was pit 60, which represented the opposing end of an elongated feature, 10, first identified in evaluation trench 6.  The pit had steep sides and a flat base.  The fill was very compacted and dry and not as dark as seen elsewhere.  A small amount of late medieval pottery was recovered, dating to the mid-14th to 16th centuries.
6.0
FINDS by Joyce Compton
6.1
Summary
Finds were recovered from a total of twenty-eight contexts.  All of the material has been recorded by count and weight, in grams, by context.  Full details can be found in Appendix 2.  The largest assemblage component is pottery, amounting to 272 sherds, weighing just over 2.4kg, recovered from twenty-five contexts.  Almost all is medieval or later and forms the subject of a separate report (see 6.2 below).  Three small body sherds (weight 18g) are coarse wares of Late Iron Age/Roman date, although these are residual in two fills of ditch 17.  A range of other finds types was also recorded; these are described by category below.

Most of the datable material belongs to the late medieval period, and there are very few finds, apart from those in the topsoil, which could be later than 17th or 18th century.  It is highly likely that the majority of the broadly datable finds, for instance roof tile fragments, are either late medieval or a similar date to other finds in their contexts.

6.2
Medieval and later pottery by Helen Walker
A modest amount of pottery, 269 sherds weighing 2.4kg was excavated from twenty-five contexts, and is discussed in stratigraphic order.  The earliest stratified pottery came from the lower fills of well 38 (fills 40-2, 46, 55), producing sandy orange ware, medieval Harlow ware, Mill Green coarse ware, and medieval coarse ware.  The only featured sherds comprise a fragment of slip-painted and glazed jug in medieval Harlow ware and an H1 cooking pot rim in Mill Green coarse ware, a rim type generally datable to the 13th century, although it may have continued into the 14th.  The upper fills of this feature (43, 45) produced similar wares, with the addition of Mill Green fine ware and a single sherd of unglazed buff surfaced ware.  The latter is not closely datable, but probably originates from the 14th century.  There is a suspected kiln site producing this type of ware at Blackmore End, near Wethersfield.  Also present in the upper fills is an example of an E5 cooking pot rim datable to the later 13th to 14th centuries.  This means that the upper fills of this feature are likely to date to the 14th century, although the lower fills may be slightly earlier.  Pit 30, containing another Mill Green coarse ware H1 cooking pot rim may be contemporary with the lower fills of well 38.

East-west ditch 17/34/48 cut well 38 and all three sections produced 13th- to 14th-century pottery, comprising the same range of fabrics as those from the earlier feature.  Indeed, given the relationship of the ditch and the well, much of the pottery in the ditch may have been derived from the earlier feature.  Medieval Harlow ware, a type of sandy orange ware, is the most interesting find and includes examples of slipped and glazed jug fragments, and the very distinctive down-turned cooking pot rims, which are characteristic this ware.  One rim is paralleled by a find at Stansted Airport (Walker 2004, fig. 273.124).  Medieval Harlow ware has a fairly limited distribution and may be confined to west Essex, perhaps traded along the Lea and Roding valleys.  High Easter is one of its more easterly find spots, but, as it is not far from the River Roding, medieval Harlow ware here is within its normal limits of distribution.  The presence of Mill Green fine and coarse wares are to be expected, as the main production site lies only about 13km to the south.  Mill Green coarse ware and medieval Harlow ware are similar in that both produced cooking pots in an oxidised orange or brownish fabric, whereas most medieval coarse wares are grey-firing.  Examples of the latter are also present, and some may be examples of Hedingham coarse ware, produced in the area of Sible Hedingham in the north of the county.  It would therefore appear that, in the medieval period High Easter obtained its pottery from a number of sources.  Ditch section 17 also produced a few early medieval ware sherds, and, although these are residual, they indicate some activity in the area between the 10th and early 13th centuries.  Very little of the pottery from the ditch can be demonstrated to be later than that from well 38, and much of the material must be residual as a buckle recovered from the primary fill of the ditch is dated to 1400-1450 (see 6.3 Metalwork).  Single sherds of Tudor red earthernware, post-medieval red earthernware, and Cologne/Frechen stoneware in the uppermost fills of the ditch suggest a 16th- or even a 17th-century date for its final infilling.
Pit 62 cut ditch 17/34/48.  All fills, apart from the top fill contained residual 13th- to 14th-century pottery similar to that from the well and the ditch.  Later pottery is, however, present.  The primary fill of pit 62 (fill 63) produced a late medieval sandy orange ware unglazed jug fragment dating from the 14th century onwards (the presence of chalk flecks in the fabric indicate it could be another Harlow product).  Subsequent fills produced further sherds of late medieval sandy orange ware, Tudor red earthenware and two sherds of Cistercian ware, datable to the later 15th to 16th centuries.  Cistercian ware is a brown or black-glazed ware in which cups and other drinking vessels were made, and is not common in Essex.  It was produced in the North of England, in Yorkshire and Staffordshire, and is called Cistercian ware because it was first found in Dissolution deposits belonging to Cistercian monasteries, but is also found in secular contexts.  The top fill of pit 62 (67) produced a Cistercian ware sherd decorated with applied slip pad decoration, which has a close date of just before, or just after the Dissolution (Brears 1971, 19) which took place around 1537, and provides a date of the 1530s to 1540s or later for the infilling of pit 62.  Other late medieval vessel types in pit 62 comprise fragments from a large jugs or cisterns, fragments from smaller jugs, the rim of a large bowl or pancheon, and fragments from other drinking vessels in local red earthenware.

Pit 10 produced late medieval sandy orange ware (amongst earlier material), the latest of which is a ribbed glazed sherd which may be from a 15th- to 16th-century drinking jug.  Post-medieval pottery comprises a sherd of Cologne or Frechen stoneware dating to the 16th to 17th centuries and two internally glazed post-medieval red earthenware jar rims intrusive in ditch 17/34/48.  A small amount of post-medieval pottery was also collected from the topsoil, including a sherd of black-glazed ware, most likely dating to the 17th to earlier 18th century, and a fragment of post-medieval red earthenware storage jar with a horizontal handle, dating to the 17th to 19th centuries.

6.3
Metalwork

A copper alloy buckle frame (SF1) was recovered from the primary fill of ditch section 17.  This is a buckle type dated 1400-1450 in London (Egan and Pritchard 1991, fig.65, no.472).  The remainder of the metalwork is iron, recovered from seven contexts and comprising mainly nails and nail shafts.  Pit 62 produced two undatable iron objects, a flat blade from fill 64 and a 45mm diameter ring, perhaps a harness ring, from fill 67.  Much of the ironwork is coated with corrosion products which have a green tinge.

6.4
Brick and tile

Sixteen contexts produced brick and tile fragments.  Four fragments of brick were recorded, although that from the fill of pit 19 is very small.  The fragment from the topsoil is 65mm deep and a shallow frog, and is a late 19th- or 20th-century brick.  Part-bricks were recovered from fill 22 of ditch section 17 and from fill 66 of pit 62.  These are in a dark red fabric with pressure marks on the sides made when the clay was pressed into a mould.  The piece from fill 22 has a worn upper surface, while that from fill 66 has mortar on both surfaces and on one side.  The bricks have a width of 110mm and a depth of 55mm and, using the brick typology in Ryan (1996, 94-6), it can be seen that these are likely to be late 16th- or 17th-century types. 

Fifty-eight fragments of roof tile, weighing 3393g, were recorded in fifteen contexts.  Roof tile is difficult to date empirically, and these fragments have few notable features or characteristics.  The fragment in fill 65 of pit 62 is buff-coloured and is deeper, at 16mm, than the tiles in other contexts (which have an average thickness of 13mm).  The significance of this difference is unclear.  As noted above, the tiles are unlikely to be later post-medieval or modern, and a late medieval or early post-medieval date would suit most of the assemblage.

A single fragment of floor tile, with yellow glaze on the upper surface and knife-cut sides, was found in upper fill 22 of ditch section 17.  The fragment has a depth of 30mm, and is a typical 17th century floor tile.

Of interest is a very small piece of Roman tegula roofing tile, weighing 54g, found residually in fill 64 of pit 62.  This has been pierced obliquely, before firing, with at least four, tapering, 9mm (max) square-sectioned holes.  The reason for this is unfortunately not known, but the holes are unlikely to have been made for fixing the tile to the roof trusses.  Roman brick and tile is recorded in the fabric of St Mary’s church.
6.5
Baked clay

Small fragments of baked clay, weighing a total of 57g, were recovered from four contexts.  All of the pieces are in a buff, chalky material, some with grass impressions.  One of the fragments in the fill of pit 11 has a flat surface.  The pieces are too small to determine whether they are derived from daub used in structures.

6.6
Animal bone

Twelve contexts contained animal bone, amounting to 126 pieces, weighing 3.8kg.  Almost 95% by weight, however, was recovered from the fills of pit 62.  The bone was scanned to ascertain condition and completeness, and any surface characteristics, such as butchery marks, were also noted.  Skeletal elements were identified using Schmid (1972).  A range of animal types was identified, with cattle forming the largest proportion.  All of the major food animals are present and bird bones, probably domestic fowl, were noted in three contexts.  Deer was tentatively identified in fill 66 of pit 62.  This context also contained a horse hoof.  A cat mandible was recorded in fill 65 of the same pit.

The bone is in good condition, and large fragments are present, especially in the fills of pit 62.  This pit contained the remains of at least three cattle, represented mainly by parts of the upper and lower jaws.  Few bones exhibited butchery marks, except for a chopped tibia in the fill of pit 52, but most of the assemblage probably represents waste resulting from domestic consumption.  The presence of single cat and horse bones in pit 62, however, is difficult to explain, since these are normally regarded as non-food animals.

6.7
Shell

A small quantity of shell, weighing a total of 167g, came from ten contexts.  More than half was retrieved from the fills of pit 62.  The assemblage mainly comprises oyster, but mussel, cockle and whelk were also identified.  Large garden snails were recorded in the lower fill of ditch section 34 and two fills of pit 62.

6.8
Stone objects

A substantial piece from a lava quern or mill stone was found in fill 36 of ditch section 34.  The stone has one flat surface, worn smooth from use, and there are no signs of pecking.  It has a maximum depth of 34mm.  The good condition of the stone probably indicates a medieval or late medieval date for the piece.

6.9
Flint

A single piece of flint, probably unworked, was recovered from fill 66 of pit 62.

6.10
Assemblage Potential

The range and variety of the finds is notable, with two-thirds of the entire assemblage recorded in the fills of late medieval pit 62.  No further work is required on the finds, however, although a summary should be prepared if a publication report is produced.  The metalwork is in a stable condition and has been packaged in a suitable environment, but the copper alloy buckle frame may need cleaning at some stage.  X-ray of the ironwork is not considered to be worthwhile.  All of the finds should be retained, apart from those recovered from the topsoil and perhaps those from post-medieval pits 19 and 52.

7.0
Conclusions

The trial trenching evaluation established that most of the development area was of no archaeological interest, but identified significant late medieval remains in the two house plots in the south-west and south-centre of the development.  As a result the trial trenches in this part of the site were expanded to enable the late medieval features to be excavated in two open areas before construction of the houses.  The main excavated features were a well that became disused in the mid-13th to 14th century, and a large boundary ditch running east-west, with associated pits, dated to the 15th to 16th/17th centuries.  These features were concentrated within 5m of the frontage onto the main east-west road running through the village, and contrasted with a complete absence of development further back from the road.  There is no evidence for any structures or buildings within the areas investigated, and the late medieval remains appear to be peripheral to nearby habitation.  

The earliest feature recorded, well 38, was distinctly earlier than the other features, becoming disused and gradually filling up in the mid-13th to 14th centuries.  There was no evidence comparable to the suspected Late Saxon and early medieval remains known to the west, in the area around St Mary’s church (EHER 1110 and 1111).  Only the upper fills of the well were excavated, so it was not possible to examine the waterlogged fills of the main well shaft for environmental evidence.
The large boundary ditch 17/34/48 is dated by a buckle dating to 1400-1450 in its primary fill, and much of the pottery in it is residual.  The ditch appears to have silted up over a long period of time, as a few sherds of 16th or 17th century pottery and a floor tile were found in its upper fill.  A large quarry pit, 62, was filled with domestic rubbish dated to the late 15th to 16th centuries and contained the largest group of finds from the site.  There is a small assemblage of 17th and 18th century finds from the area but generally it seems that the site has remained open land during the post medieval and modern periods.  The excavation also recorded a modern ditch 1m to the north of the late medieval ditch, apparently re-instating the original boundary line.
The east-west boundary ditch most likely continued eastwards to the rear of Tye Cottage, a surviving 14th-century timber-framed structure, creating a wedge-shaped plot of land alongside the road, tapering to the south-west.  The ditch separated the immediate road-side area from fields to the rear.  The boundary ditch is not shown in a survey of 1654 (ERO, D/DWV P2), and it had presumably become disused by that date.  The archaeological features represent a peak of activity between the 13th and 16th centuries.  In general, both archaeological and cartographic evidence confirm that the site has for the most part been open ground, either as a field, or more recently as an orchard.  Cartographic evidence shows that the north side of the main road has always been sparsely occupied, in contrast with the south side which has been densely built up from the 17th century, and probably from the medieval period.  The evidence suggests that the site area was peripheral to nearby habitation from the late medieval period onward, and related to the occupation of houses to the east, Tye Cottage and, in the 18th century, the Old Vicarage also (ERO T/M 269/1).  
8.0
Assessment of Results

The two excavation areas in the south-west and south-centre of the development area recorded significant archaeological remains, of which the most important features were a well that became disused in the mid-13th to 14th century, and a large boundary ditch running east-west, with associated pits, dated to the 15th to 16th/17th centuries.  Archaeological and cartographic evidence suggest that the site area was peripheral to the main areas of medieval and post-medieval settlement, but the excavated features give some indication of the date and character of the development of this part of the village.  However, the results of this investigation suggest that the south side of the main street, and the area to the west, around the parish church, have higher archaeological potential for understanding the early development of the village.
The well, disused in the mid-13th to 14th centuries, confirms medieval settlement on and before that date, although unfortunately no evidence was found of earlier settlement that might relate to the origins of the village.  The lower fills of the well might have contained waterlogged environmental evidence that would help interpret the character of the medieval village, but further excavation at depth could not be justified as these levels would not be disturbed by the construction of the new houses.  Nevertheless, the well, and the later boundary ditch and pits, all suggest potential for medieval features surviving in other areas of the village.  Many of the features excavated had well-stratified sequences of fills, almost all of which contained datable artefacts, while some features, such as pit 62, contained quite large artefact assemblages.
Excavation of the two house plots in the south-west and south-centre of the site has provided a detailed record of the late medieval remains there as full mitigation of their destruction during construction of the houses.  Excavation of these areas suggests the presence of significant medieval remains in other areas along the road frontage, but outside the limits of the present development.  By contrast, the evaluation trenching did not identify any archaeological remains of interest in the third house plot, in the south-east of the site, or the garages in the north, and these will have no impact on archaeological remains.  The construction of the driveway will be of insufficient depth to impact on archaeological levels, and any archaeological features and deposits beneath it will remain undisturbed.  
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Appendix 1: FieldWork Data
Context information
	Context

No.
	Location
	Type
	Description
	Section
No.
	Depth/
Thickness
(m)

	1
	Site
	Layer
	Topsoil
	
	0.20 - 0.52

	2
	Site
	Layer
	Subsoil
	
	0.5

	3
	Site
	Layer
	Natural
	
	

	4
	Trench 1
	Ditch
	N/S orientated linear – 

could have been natural seam of silts
	10
	0.12

	5
	Trench 1
	Fill
	fo 004 - sterile red-brown silty clay
	10
	0.12

	6
	Trench 3 
	Gully 
	NNE-SSW orientated linear
	11
	0.32

	7
	Trench 3 
	Fill
	fill of 006 - predominantly red-brown silty clay 

with a grey hue
	11
	0.32

	8
	Trench 3 
	Natural 
feature
	Oval hollow or vegetation/ 

animal disturbance
	12
	0.18

	9
	Trench 3 
	Fill
	fill of 008 - sterile red-brown silty clay
	12
	0.18

	10
	Trench 6 
	Fill
	fill of 011 - mid grey clay silt
	13
	0.36

	11
	Trench 6 
	Pit
	E/W orientated flat based, elongated pit
	13
	0.36

	12
	Trench 7
	Ditch
	Modern N/S flat based ditch
	9
	0.26

	13
	Trench 7
	Fill
	fill of 012 - orange mottled sandy silt
	9
	0.26

	14
	Trench 7
	Layer
	Mixed and disturbed subsoil
	9
	0.3

	15
	Area 1
	Post-hole
	Circular, steep sided, flat based 
	2
	0.2

	16
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 015 - mid grey silty clay, 

compacted chalk packing

 remained in situ on the base 
	2
	0.2

	17
	Area 1
	Ditch
	NE/SW orientated ditch
	1
	1.1

	18
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 017 - mixed yellow clay
	1
	0.42

	19
	Area 1
	Pit
	Circular, steep sided, concave based 
	1
	0.56

	20
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 019 - mid brown-grey silty clay
	1
	0.56

	21
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 017 - mid grey-brown silty clay
	1
	0.55

	22
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 017 - dark grey clay silt
	1
	0.62

	23
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 017 - same as 45/50
	
	

	30
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 031 - mid-dark grey silty clay
	3
	0.11

	31
	Area 1
	Pit
	Oval, shallow, concave base
	3
	0.11

	32
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - mid brown clay 
	8
	0.56

	34
	Area 2 
	Ditch
	NE/SW orientated linear with poorly defined upper limits
	4 and 5
	0.85

	35
	Area 2 
	Fill
	fill of 034 - dark grey-brown clay silt, upper fill
	4 and 5
	0.5

	36
	Area 2 
	Fill
	fill of 034 - mid brown-grey clay silt, lower fill
	5
	0.6

	37
	Area 2 
	Fill
	fill of 034 - mixed yellow grey-brown clay
	
	0.25

	38
	Area 1 
	Water-hole
	Large oval, stepped, full extent not realised
	7 and 8
	< 1.6

	39
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - grey clay
	7
	0.06

	40
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - mottled orange brown clay silt
	7
	0.18

	41
	Area 1 
	Fill
	fill of 038 - yellow grey clay silt
	7
	0.1

	42
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 -  light grey-brown clay
	7
	0.29

	43
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - mottled yellow mid brown-grey silt clay
	7 and 8
	0.44

	44
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - yellow clay
	7
	0.06

	45
	Area 1 
	Fill
	fill of 038 - light grey clay silt
	7
	0.24

	46
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - Same as 043
	7
	0.18

	47
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - light grey brown clay (very little visible)
	7
	0.14

	48
	Area 1
	Ditch
	NE/SW orientated linear 
	7 and 8
	1

	49
	Area 1 
	Fill
	fill of 048 - yellow clay (but could be within 038)
	7 and 8
	0.08

	50
	Area 1 
	Fill
	fill of 048 - mid grey-brown with yellow mottling
	7 and 8
	0.28

	51
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 048 - dark grey clay silt 
	7 and 8
	0.66

	52
	Area 1 
	Pit
	An elongated pit, steep sides and flat base
	7
	0.7

	53
	Area 1 
	Fill
	fill of 052 - dark grey clay silt
	7
	0.7

	54
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 048 - grey-brown clay
	8
	0.15

	55
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - yellow grey clay
	8
	0.32

	56
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - Light grey clay 
	8
	0.13

	57
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - mixed yellow grey
	8
	0.12

	58
	Area 1 
	Fill
	fill of 038 - dark brown clay
	8
	0.24

	59
	Area 1
	Fill
	fill of 038 - mid grey brown clay
	8
	0.24

	60
	Area 2 
	Pit
	Elongated flat bottomed pit - same as 011
	4
	0.5

	61
	Area 2 
	Fill
	fill of 060 - light grey-brown clay silt
	4
	0.5

	62
	Area 2 
	Pit
	Large circular, steep sided, concave base
	6
	< 0.8

	63
	Area 2 
	Fill
	fill of 062 - dark brown-grey silty clay,

 initial fill of pit
	6
	0.2

	64
	Area 2 
	Fill
	fill of 062 - dark yellow brown silty clay
	6
	0.32

	65
	Area 2 
	Fill
	fill of 062 - mid yellow brown silty clay
	6
	0.47

	66
	Area 2 
	Fill
	fill of 062 - mid yellow brown silty clay
	6
	0.19

	67
	Area 2 
	Fill
	fill of 062 - dark brown-grey silty clay
	6
	0.4


Area NGR co-ordinates (see Figs 2 and 3)
	Area 1
	

	South-west corner
	TL 62102 14807

	North-east corner
	TL 62109 14813

	Area 2
	

	South-west corner
	TL 62114 14809

	North-east corner
	TL 62123 14811


APPENDIX 2: FINDS DATA 
Finds by context

	Context
	Feature
	Count
	Weight
	Description
	Date

	1
	Topsoil
	2
	710
	Brick fragment with frog, depth 65mm, and spall
	Post med.

	
	
	1
	24
	Roof tile fragment
	Post med.

	
	
	4
	126
	Pottery; handle and body sherds


	Post med.

	10
	11
	3
	22
	Animal bone; hoof, cattle; metapodial fragment, chewed; fragment
	-

	
	
	1
	2
	Shell; oyster fragment
	-

	
	
	2
	16
	Baked clay fragments
	-

	
	
	8
	216
	Roof tile fragments and a small piece of brick
	Post med/med

	
	
	14
	114
	Pottery; rim and body sherds, some glazed


	Late medieval

	16
	15
	1
	72
	Roof tile fragment


	Post med.

	18
	17
	1
	12
	Iron nail shaft
	-

	
	
	1
	2
	Animal bone; pig incisor
	-

	
	
	1
	1
	Shell; mussel fragment
	-

	
	
	1
	4
	Baked clay fragment
	-

	
	
	13
	98
	Pottery; body sherds
	Medieval

	
	
	1
	8
	Pottery; body sherd, fine grey ware


	Roman

	20
	19
	1
	8
	Iron nail shaft, piece of wire attached
	-

	
	
	2
	18
	Animal bone; sheep/goat mandible; fragment
	-

	
	
	1
	14
	Brick fragment


	Post med.

	21
	17
	2
	18
	Shell; oyster, two valves
	-

	
	
	1
	58
	Stone fragment, not worked, square section
	-

	
	
	1
	14
	Roof tile fragment
	Post med.

	
	
	4
	52
	Pottery; rim and body sherds, two glazed
	Post med/med

	
	
	2
	10
	Pottery; body sherds, grog-tempered


	Late Iron Age

	22
	17
	4
	50
	Animal bone; rib fragments, large mammal; fragments x 2
	-

	
	
	2
	725
	Brick fragment, 110 x 55mm, upper surface worn; fragment
	Post med.

	
	
	6
	525
	Roof tile fragments, one with peg hole
	Post med.

	
	
	1
	38
	Floor tile fragment, yellow glaze, depth 30mm
	17th C

	
	
	1
	8
	Pottery; body sherd, decorated


	Medieval

	23
	17
	1
	4
	SF1, CuA buckle frame
	1400-1450

	
	
	8
	36
	Baked clay fragments
	-

	
	
	1
	2
	Roof tile spall
	Undated

	
	
	9
	20
	Pottery; rim and body sherds


	Medieval

	30
	31
	2
	14
	Animal bone; rib fragment, large mammal, astragalus, sheep/goat
	-

	
	
	2
	84
	Roof tile fragments, one with peg hole
	Post med/med

	
	
	1
	24
	Pottery; rim sherd


	Medieval

	35
	34
	3
	122
	Roof tile fragments
	Post med/med

	
	
	4
	30
	Pottery; body sherds


	Medieval

	36
	34
	6
	136
	Animal bone; metacarpus, cattle, unfused; bird bones; fragments
	-

	
	
	3
	26
	Shell; oyster, two valves; large garden snail
	-

	
	
	1
	382
	Quern stone fragment
	-

	
	
	4
	290
	Roof tile fragments
	Post med/med

	
	
	11
	88
	Pottery; body sherds


	Post med/med

	40
	38
	2
	6
	Pottery; body sherds, one glazed


	Late medieval

	41
	38
	3
	14
	Pottery; body sherds


	Late medieval

	42
	38
	1
	1
	Shell; mussel, one valve
	-

	
	
	3
	18
	Pottery; body sherds


	Medieval

	43
	38
	1
	20
	Roof tile fragment
	Post med/med

	
	
	15
	100
	Pottery; rim, base and body sherds


	Late medieval

	45
	38
	3
	28
	Pottery; base and body sherds


	Late medieval

	46
	38
	1
	4
	Pottery; body sherd with slip and glaze


	Medieval

	49
	48
	1
	2
	Pottery; body sherd


	Medieval

	50
	48
	7
	28
	Pottery; rim and body sherds, two glazed


	Medieval

	51
	48
	3
	128
	Pottery; large rim sherd and body sherds


	Post med.

	53
	52
	1
	44
	Animal bone; tibia shaft, medium-sized mammal, distal end chopped off
	-

	
	
	8
	786
	Roof tile fragments, two with peg holes


	Post med/med

	55
	38
	1
	8
	Iron ?nail shaft
	-

	
	
	2
	20
	Animal bone; ?scapula fragment, unfused; rib fragment
	-

	
	
	1
	6
	Shell; whelk
	-

	
	
	4
	34
	Pottery; rim, base and body sherds


	Medieval

	61
	60
	1
	1
	Shell; mussel fragment
	-

	
	
	1
	24
	Pottery; body sherd


	Late medieval

	63
	62
	9
	198
	Animal bone; cattle molars and phalanx; long bone shaft, large mammal; calcaneus, sheep/goat; bird bones; fragments
	-

	
	
	1
	10
	Shell; oyster, one valve
	-

	
	
	5
	306
	Roof tile fragments, two with peg holes
	Late medieval

	
	
	37
	246
	Pottery; rim, handle and body sherds, some glazed


	Late medieval

	64
	62
	1
	52
	SF3, Iron blade
	-

	
	
	1
	8
	Iron nail
	-

	
	
	17
	540
	Animal bone; cattle maxilla and four molars; cattle humerus, distal end, in three pieces; ulna hinge and rib fragments, large mammal; fragments
	-

	
	
	4
	32
	Shell; oyster, two valves; large garden snail x 2
	-

	
	
	1
	1
	Baked clay fragment, part grass-impressed
	-

	
	
	1
	54
	SF4, pierced tegula fragment
	Roman

	
	
	9
	462
	Roof tile fragments, one with peg hole
	Late medieval

	
	
	44
	412
	Pottery; rim, handle, base and body sherds, some glazed


	Late medieval

	65
	62
	1
	6
	Iron nail
	-

	
	
	9
	116
	Animal bone; cattle phalanges; cat mandible; fragments
	-

	
	
	1
	32
	Tile fragment, buff clay, depth 16mm
	Late medieval

	
	
	50
	508
	Pottery; rim, handle, base and body sherds, some glazed


	Late medieval

	66
	62
	2
	14
	Iron nails
	-

	
	
	70
	2640
	Animal bone; cattle maxillae, mandibles, skull fragments and loose molars, at least two animals represented, teeth not fully erupted; metatarsus, cattle, distal end; cattle phalanges; deer metatarsus, proximal end; ?deer mandible; horse hoof; bird bone; fragments, inc a rib
	-

	
	
	7
	70
	Shell; oyster, five valves; cockle fragment; large garden snail
	-

	
	
	1
	4
	Flint flake
	-

	
	
	1
	770
	Brick fragment, mortared, 110 x 55mm
	Post med.

	
	
	7
	438
	Roof tile fragments, three with peg holes
	Post med/med

	
	
	25
	200
	Pottery; rim, handle, base and body sherds, some glazed


	Late medieval

	67
	62
	2
	14
	SF2, Iron ring
	-

	
	
	1
	10
	Iron nail
	-

	
	
	9
	84
	Pottery; body sherds, one glazed and decorated


	Late medieval


Medieval and post medieval pottery data 

	Context
	Feature
	Count
	Weight
	Description
	Date

	1
	Topsoil
	1
	5
	Black-glazed ware 
	17th to earlier 18th C

	
	
	3
	121
	Post-medieval red earthenware including thick-walled body sherd and horizontal handle from storage jar 
	17th to 19th C

	10
	11
	4
	16
	Medieval coarse ware 
	12th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	5
	Medieval Harlow ware 
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	9
	93
	Sandy orange ware, mainly late medieval type, including a slip-painted  sherd, an inturned bowl/dish rim glazed on both sides, and a sherd perhaps from a drinking jug showing an external glaze and grooved surfaces, similar at Beeleigh Abbey
	later 14th to 16th C

	18
	17
	1
	1
	Sand-with-superficial-shell-tempered ware
	10th to 13th C

	
	
	1
	1
	Early medieval chalky ware, abraded
	10th to 13th C

	
	
	2
	6
	Early medieval ware 
	10th to 13th C

	
	
	7
	45
	Medieval coarse ware (?same vessel in context 36)
	12th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	26
	Medieval Harlow ware 
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	19
	Mill Green coarse ware, base of ?cooking pot  showing internal glaze
	mid-13th to 14th C

	21
	17
	1
	14
	Medieval sandy orange ware 
	13th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	8
	Late-medieval sandy orange ware 
	14th to 16th C

	
	
	2
	30
	Post-medieval red earthenware including internally glazed lid-seated jar rim
	later 16th C onwards

	22
	17
	1
	8
	Sandy orange ware showing strip-and-dot debased Rouen-style decoration
	later 13th to 14th C

	23
	38
	1
	1
	Sandy orange ware 
	13th to 16th C

	
	
	1
	1
	Mill Green coarse ware 
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	7
	18
	Medieval Harlow ware comprising joining sherds from an everted jar rim showing a discoloured glaze on the inner edge of the rim, comparable to an example from Stansted Airport excavations (Walker 2004, fig.273.124) and a fragment of the more typical down-turned flanged jar rim
	mid-13th to 14th C

	30
	31
	1
	24
	Mill Green coarse ware H1 cooking pot rim
	?second half 13th C possibly into 14th C

	35
	34
	1
	4
	Sandy orange ware slip-coated with traces of glaze
	13th to 14th C

	
	
	3
	26
	Medieval coarse ware joining body sherds
	12th to 14th C

	36
	34
	6
	46
	Medieval coarse ware 
	12th to 14th C

	
	
	3
	12
	Medieval Harlow ware, body sherds, one with internal splash glaze
	-13th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	18
	Sandy orange ware, could be medieval Harlow ware 
	mid 13th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	12
	Cologne/Frechen stoneware 
	16th to 17th C

	40
	38
	1
	3
	Sandy orange ware with thin external glaze
	13th to 15th C

	
	
	1
	3
	Medieval coarse ware
	12th to 14th C

	41
	38
	3
	14
	?Medieval coarse ware, joining sherds, over-fired and warped with traces of ?accidental glaze, possible kiln waster
	12th to 14th C or later

	42
	38
	1
	12
	Medieval Harlow ware 
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	6
	Mill Green coarse ware
	mid-13th to 14th C

	43
	38
	1
	1
	Medieval Harlow ware, internally glazed
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	2
	14
	Mill Green fine ware comprising thickened everted jug rim and thumbed base from jug
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	4
	26
	Medieval coarse ware including E5 cooking pot rim (perhaps Mill Green coarse ware, but reduced) and over-fired sherd from same vessel as in context 41
	late 13th to 14th C

	
	
	2
	13
	Sandy orange ware
	13th to 16th C

	
	
	6
	46
	Buff-surfaced ware (?Kelvedon type) sherd family from base of vessel 
	14th to 15th C

	45
	38
	1
	1
	Medieval coarse ware 
	12th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	14
	Sandy orange ware 
	13th to 16th C

	
	
	1
	13
	Medieval Harlow ware base with internal splash glaze
	mid-13th to 14th C

	46
	38
	1
	4
	Medieval Harlow ware, slip-painted and glazed
	mid-13th to 14th C

	49
	48
	1
	2
	Sandy orange ware, slip-painted and glazed, could be Harlow
	13th to 14th C

	50
	48
	2
	11
	Medieval coarse ware including flange from H1/E5 cooking pot rim
	13th to 14th C

	
	
	2
	8
	Medieval Harlow ware 
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	2
	Mill Green fine ware
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	2
	7
	Sandy orange ware, glazed, one showing a pellet of white slip
	13th to 14th C

	51
	48
	1
	17
	Medieval coarse ware base sherd
	12th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	7
	Medieval Harlow ware 
	mid-13th to 14th C 

	
	
	1
	104
	Post-medieval red earthenware internally glazed bead rim jar, external surface laminated and fire-blackened
	17th C or later

	55
	38
	1
	9
	Mill Green coarse ware H1 cooking pot rim
	?second half 13th C possibly into 14th C

	
	
	2
	18
	Medieval coarse ware 
	12th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	7
	Sandy orange ware thumbed jug base
	13th to 14th C or later

	61
	60
	1
	24
	Late medieval sandy orange ware, unglazed reduced external surface
	later 14th to 16th C

	63
	62
	6
	13
	Medieval coarse ware 
	12th to 14th C

	
	
	6
	19
	Medieval Harlow ware including slip-painted  and glazed sherds and a slip-coated inturned jug rim
	mid 13th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	3
	Mill Green fine ware
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	3
	9
	Mill Green coarse ware
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	2
	buff-surfaced ware
	14th to 15th C

	
	
	5
	36
	Medieval sandy orange ware 
	13th to 14th C

	
	
	15
	164
	Late medieval sandy orange ware including fragments from the body of an unglazed jug and a jug handle with chalk flecks in fabric, probably of  Harlow manufacture
	14th to 16th C

	64
	62
	2
	18
	Mill Green fine ware comprising a flat base from a jug and a slip-coated and green-glazed sherd
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	2
	6
	Mill Green coarse ware
	-13th to 14th C

	
	
	6
	23
	Medieval Harlow ware including internally glazed base sherd from cooking pot and slip-painted  and glazed sherd from ?jug
	mid 13th to 14th C

	
	
	10
	91
	Medieval coarse ware 
	12th to 14th C

	
	
	4
	25
	Sandy orange ware 
	13th to 16th C

	
	
	15
	174
	Late-medieval sandy orange ware including slip-painted  bifid jug handle
	later 14th to 16th C

	
	
	5
	75
	Tudor red earthenware including thumbed jug base and carinated sherd glazed on both sides probably from a cup (Cunningham’s form E3)
	15th to 16th C

	65
	62
	1
	3
	Mill Green fine ware showing traces of slip-coating and green-glaze
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	4
	Mill Green coarse ware
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	7
	38
	Medieval Harlow ware including slip-decorated sherds
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	1
	4
	Medieval sandy orange ware slip-painted and glazed
	13th to 14th C

	
	
	7
	23
	Medieval coarse ware including everted-flanged rim from small bowl
	13th to 14th C

	
	
	3
	11
	Sandy orange ware undiagnostic sherds
	13th to 16th C

	
	
	19
	240
	Late medieval sandy orange ware including bifid jug handle from large jug or cistern
	later 14th to 16th C

	
	
	9
	164
	Tudor red earthenware including everted flanged rim from large flared bowl (pancheon)
	late 15th to 16th C

	
	
	2
	21
	Cistercian ware probably from a two or three-handled wide mouthed cup
	later 15th and 16th C

	66
	62
	2
	14
	Medieval coarse ware 
	12th to 14th C

	
	
	3
	13
	Medieval Harlow ware 
	mid-13th to 14th C

	
	
	3
	17
	Medieval sandy orange ware including slip-painted  and glazed sherds
	13th to 14th C

	
	
	2
	22
	Sandy orange ware undiagnostic sherds
	13th to 16th C

	
	
	5
	27
	Late medieval sandy orange ware 
	later 14th to 16th C

	
	
	1
	6
	Buff-surfaced ware
	14th to 15th C

	
	
	6
	93
	Tudor red earthenware including jug rim and handle and slip-painted sherd
	late 15th to 16th C

	
	
	3
	8
	Post-medieval red earthenware, all over glaze, thin-walled, ?from drinking vessels
	?16th C

	67
	62
	2
	5
	Cistercian ware with applied slip pad decoration
	middle years of 16th C

	
	
	3
	8
	Late medieval sandy orange ware 
	later 14th to 16th C

	
	
	5
	71
	Tudor red earthenware including slip-painted  sherds from large jug or cistern
	late 15th to 16th C

	
	
	269
	2396
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APPENDIX 4: EHER SUMMARY
	Site Name/Address:  
	Chapel Field House, High Easter, Essex

	Oasis Accession number
	essexcou1-15218

	Parish:  
	Uttlesford
	District:  
	Uttlesford

	NGR:  
	TL621148  
	Site Code:  
	HECF06

	Type of Work:  
	Trial Trenching and Excavation
	Site Director/Group:  
	M.Pocock of ECC FAU

	Date of Work:  
	16th May to 31st May 2006
	Size of Area Investigated: 
	283 square metres

	Finds/Curating Museum:  
	Saffron Walden
	Funding Source:  
	Developer (MP Dunn Ltd)

	Further Work Anticipated.  
	Unknown
	Related HER No.
	n/a

	Final Report: 
	Yes

	Periods Represented: 
	Medieval and post-medieval

	SUMMARY OF FIELDWORK RESULTS:  

The Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit (ECC FAU) carried out an archaeological investigation on behalf of M and P Dunn Ltd on the site of a residential development on land immediately to the west of Chapel Field House, High Easter, Essex.  The site lies to the north-east of St Mary’s church and on the north side of the main street running east-west through the village, in an area of high archaeological potential.  The investigation was carried out under an archaeological condition placed on planning consent, and comprised initial evaluation by trial trenching followed by detailed excavation of two areas.  

The evaluation involved the excavation of seven trial trenches within the footprints of the new houses and associated access road and garages.  Trenches 1, 2, and 3 in the north of the development area, and trench 7 in the south-east, located only natural and modern features.  However, trenches 4, 5 and 6 in the south and south-west of the area located significant late medieval and post-medieval features, comprising a well, pits and a large ditch, near the road frontage.  Consequently, it was decided to open up two larger areas around trenches 4 and 5 (Area 1) and trench 6 (Area 2) to investigate these remains further.

Excavation revealed a well dating to the mid-13th to 14th centuries, cut by a large boundary ditch aligned east-west, with associated rubbish pits, all dating to the 15th to 16th/17th centuries.  The ditch would most likely have continued eastwards to the rear of Tye Cottage, a surviving 14th-century timber-framed building immediately to the east of Chapel Field House.  The archaeological evidence suggests a contrast in activity on either side of the boundary ditch, which separated the immediate road-side area from open farmland to the north.  The ditch is not shown on a map of 1654, which shows a small field extending right up to the road frontage, confirming the archaeological evidence for the ditch’s disuse.  Residual Late Iron Age and Roman finds suggest nearby occupation.  There are very few features or deposits of post-medieval or modern date, and this absence suggests that the site had been open land, either as an orchard or a field, for some time.

The trial trenching evaluation suggests that there are no archaeological remains of interest in the north and south-east of the development area, and that development there will have no impact.  Excavation of the footprints of the two westernmost houses on the road frontage has created a detailed record of the late medieval remains there, and as a result has mitigated any impacts from construction.  The results of the investigation suggest that further medieval remains should survive in the general area of the road frontage outside the footprints of the houses.



	Previous Summaries/Reports: 
	None

	Author of Summary:  
	Matthew Pocock (ECCFAU)
	Date of Summary:  
	August 2006
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