












Farm Buildings at Fyfield Hall, Willingdale Road, Fyfield, Essex 
Historic Building Record and Archaeological Monitoring 

the buildings have been used until recently either by the Hall for storage and horse stabling, 

or rented out as workshops to a variety of companies. These include several modern farm 

units that will be demolished to accommodate new housing. 

The survey examined the following historic farm structures (fig. 2) : 

• Dovecote 1: Small mid-16th century structure converted in the late 17th century to a 

granary 

• Building 2: Early 19th century extension to barn 3 

• Barn 3: Large eight-bay barn built c.1600 

• Barn 4: Semi-aisled barn contemporary in build with barn 3 

• Shed 5: Early 20th century building attached to barn 4 

• Shed 6: Contemporary addition to shed 5 

• Shed 7: Mid 19th century shelter shed with later adaptations 

• Farm offices 8: Late 19th century addition to shed 7 

• The modern farm and industrial structures (buildings 9-14) mentioned above were 

examined in lesser detail as part of the later development of the farm. 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

2.1 Site Location and Description 

Fyfield is located on the River Roding 4km to the north-east of Chipping Ongar, the nearest 

large settlement. The Hall (TL 5725 0695) is situated to the east of the parish in open 

countryside along the Willingdale Road (B184) and accessed by a driveway opposite the 

12th century Church of St. Nicholas (fig.1). 

The farm complex stands to the north of the Hall and consists of historic timber-framed and 

boarded barns and outbuildings, dating to the 16th-19th century. They are set around the 

former farmyard which is partly infilled by large modern industrial and agricultural units that 

overshadow the older structures and spread out to the east of the complex (fig. 1). The yard 

slopes downwards from the Hall to the River Roding slightly beyond the north side of the 

complex. Between the buildings and surrounding them are concrete/tarmac roadways and 

parking areas for the various businesses. 

All the structures are curtilage listed along with the Hall, but the oldest of the farm group, the 

dovecote, has its own statutory protection, a Grade II listing (LB No. 118377). 
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Although the planned 'model farm' remained an ideal; the expense precluded use by anyone 

other than the wealthier estates. However, high farming ideas did trickle down to the smaller 

farmers. Some landowners remodelled their farms, retaining some of the older buildings 

while constructing new housing for livestock to give emphasis to the new stock-rearing 

techniques. 

After 1870 imports of North American grain and refrigerated meat from New Zealand and 

Argentina flooded the markets causing prices to slump again, marking the beginning of the 

'Great Depression.' In the next twenty years wheat prices halved, leading to arable land 

being abandoned in favour of meat and dairy cattle and market gardening. It was not until 

after the Second World War that the agrarian economy recovered. 

3.0 OBJECTIVES 

3.1 Building Recording 

The purpose of the historic building survey as outlined in the brief is to provide a detailed 

record of the farm buildings before conversion whilst incorporating relevant findings from the 

Impact Assessment report (ECC HEM 2008). The record is required to consider the following 

points: 

• Plan form , development and phasing of the farm 

• Materials and method of construction 

• Internal layout, function and any subsequent adaptions to new use 

• Fixtures and fittings and machinery 

• Design changes brought about by agricultural developments 

• Importance of the buildings in a local and regional context 

3.2 Archaeological Monitoring 

Monitoring was required of groundworks to identify any buried archaeological deposits that 

may be disturbed or destroyed by the development, with particular emphasis on the 

following: 

• Origins and development of the site 

• Identification and interpretation of medieval and later occupation deposits 

• Relationship between standing buildings and below-ground evidence 
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FYFIELD HALL. HI STOR IC BUILDI NGS IN YA IID TO NORTH. 

The buildings round the origina l yard arc integrated into a Illu lti -usc complex 
including horse stabling, several engineering workshops, building material s store and 
gene ra l repository. Consequently examination or lhe historic struc tures is not easy 
a nd the descri ptions given a re of what was seen in onc day. 

The buildings comprise Barn 3, essentia ll y aligned E-W and set to the N, Barn 4 sited 
SE of Barn 3 and approx imate ly aligned N-S, a parallel building, 7, to the Wand a 
separate small structure, 1, (dovecote) in line with 3 at the W cnd. 

BUILDiNG i. DOVECOTE 

Early -mid C 16. Square plan with bric k plinth c. lm high. Olde r bric kwork slightly 
projecting as piers at corners and middle of each side. Original voids now infilled as 
continuous walling with ea rly C20 bricks stamped MOl E SOLID. Above, timber 
framed and weather boarded in elm and pine. C20 clay til ed half- hi pped roof aligned 
E-W. 

Simple doorway on W side at ground level and robust pintels projecting through 
weatherboarding on S side for a fonner doorway set above the plinth. Adjacent, a 
fixed 2-light casement window. 

Interio r. Heavy framing, studs set at 40ern centre to centre. Major posts at corners 
a nd midd le of each side. Exterior upper curved tension braces in each wall from the 
large jowled corner posts. 

T he roof is of2 bays and has an elegant curved a nd chamfered collar trapping a purtin 
in each pitch. The truss has a carpenter's chi selled mark 1111. Also the re are 
intermediate collars bird-mouthed to the purl ins, poss ibly secondary insertions 
togethe r with the light thin-sectioned wind braces set at each corner. 

Over the whole interior is a regular rectangu lar pattern of holes c. 17mm diameter set 
vertica lly c.28cm centre to centre. This clearly shows the use of the building for 
doves with the pegs supporting the nest boxes. The roof is now fully closed but the 
gable e nds, now half hipped have a rough reworki ng of the studs at the ir tops at collar 
height whe re also the apex framing is crudely built. Probably the gables were fully 
upright with ho les at the apex for the birds to enter. T here are still areas oflath and 
daub especiall y in the E gable where there is now a fi xed light and re ma ins ofa C20 
iron side-hung casement window. 

Set down wi thin the framing about I m from the top of the wall is a floor supported by 
a N-S heavy bearing joist. Above this the walls are partly hori zontall y boarded and 
chafT remains in the boarding a nd framing intersti ces. C learly the bui ldi ng has been 
used more recently as a granary. The floor bearer is apparently secondary as it has 
been slid s ideways into position within a hous ing on mid-wall posts. The common 
fl oor joists are jointed by diminished haunched tenons with pendant somts and thei r 
outer e nds a re lodged on a ' clamp' attached to the wall framing. Below, the N sill of 
the timber frame has a series of regular cogged joints as though there was formerly a 
lower floo r. The other sill s though are plain. 



From the inside, just below the floor level on the S side there is a small window 
opening with a short hori zontal head bearing a diamond shaped mortice for a 
stanchion bar. Also, the same wall has clear evidence of the door frame implied by 
the exterior hinge pintels. 

The sequence of construction and alteration is not complctely clear but 

I. The ca rly·mid C I6 dovecote came first, followed by 

2. Conversion to granary probably in the later C 17 (floor jointing). The dovecotc 
may not have been elaborately raised on brick piers but they were required for the 
granary function. The gables were closed and a floor inserted and possibly a lower 
floor constructed which is now gone. 
3. Early C20, the lower floor di spensed with and the voids between the piers bricked 

in to create a larger storage room and part of the upper granary floor cut away for the 
ladder access. 



BARN 3 

c.1600 ~ 9 trusses enclosing 8 bays with 2 S facing gabled midstrcy wagon porches at 
the third bay from each end. Trusses in this report numbered I - 9 from Wend. 

Front , S e levation - wea the r boarded interlocking sharx:d clay tiled roof with a s light 
break towards the W. Between porches and at E end lean-tos shallow roofed in 
corrugated iron, plastic sheet and asbestos cement. lJarn doors both C202-leaf, 
boarded. 

Rear N e levation, C I9 -C20 red brick plinth rendered above and pierced by simple 
C20 shuttered horse windows. To W cnd, concrete ramp 10 small midstrey doorway. 
Also, area ofcorrugaled iron sheeting with adjaccll12- lighl side hung iron casement 
window and uppe r fi xed window now blocked. E cnd obscured by later building, W 
cnd has lath and daub over timber framing. 

interior divided centrally at truss 5 by block walling. W porch, W wa ll altcrcd and 
splayed to W to one bay width with original barn walling rcmovcd be low wall plate. 
({oof now carried by transverse ironwork. 

Construction of barn unitary except for 2 add it ional bays at W cnd. Oak framing, 
very slightly cambered tic-beams with raking struts to single purl ins in each roof 
pitch, collars bird mouthed to purlin arri ses and rafters essentia ll y original. Trusses 
have jowled posts and curved board section braces to tic-beams set ofT centre and 
flush towards porches. face halved and bladed scarfs in each wa ll plate set at bay 
intervals over each wall post. Modem longitudinal timber gantry set above collars. 

Walling comprises mid-rail s with stout studs and primary braced framing in the upper 
regi ster. T russ 3 N has chiselled carpente r's assembly marks III correctly numbered 
for construction from Wend. Truss 2 ti e-beam braces are replacements, notched in 
and nailed at thei r tops. W porch E side appears to be added to the barn, similar 
framing but studs joggled upper and lower and a primary braee rllns from the stud 
~acent to the barn post - not correctly from the post. Much modem boarding 
obscures detail at the W. 

E end stable area. More visible and like W section. Porch now blocked and although 
lower studs either missing or rendered over, peg holes imply a jOMlcd system here 
also. Both porches have simple roofs, purlins to a collar at S gable ends. Opposite 
the E porch, small doorway on N with loading doorway above blocked. Truss 8 once 
carried a panition wi th large centra l JXlst matching one in the E end wall plus arched 
braces therefore E bay may have once have had a mid-height lodged floor. E end wall 
although well built has several used timbers in the lower register - upper section 
rendered. Re-used timber used sparsely elsewhere in the barn. Occasional slots and 
holes for wattle and daub visible on studs but not consistent so re-used timber. Was 
the barn weather-boarded from the start or, more likely, had exterior lath and daub 
originall y. The floor throughout is now concrete and the dwarf walling about Im high 
is in sandy red brick, possibly contemporary. It is mostl y rendered over but 
occasionally repaired in Fletton type bricks. 



C I9 extension at Wend, clear roof break with original work , 2 bays, wa ll s rendered 
but exterior of N not accessible but seen to have a brick plinth c2m high with 
regularly Sa\VTl primary braced timber framing and now with a rudimentary brick 
nogging infill . Roof, tie-beams of sawn softwood boards, hardwood and soflwood 
rafters and simple raking queen struts over central truss. Rafters in both hard and 
softwood. Central panition wall in brick with opposed strengthening pilaster 
buttresses on E and W faces. Simple doon.vay in S end wall . 

Barn 3 lean-tos on S side. C 19 -C20 weather boarded as barn. Centra l lean-to 
mterlor - main barn wall seen, at Wend, boarded, at E end exposed, mid rail with 
regular upper and lower studding. 2 simple sloping lean-to tie beams propped on barn 
middle rail , single purlin to carry corrugated iron roof. S wa ll boarded with ledged, 
braced and boarded door, concrete floor. E end lean-to rudimentary construction in 
mixed timber. Sloping tie-beams with 4 slender purlins on cleats. Door ledged, 
braced and boarded. N, E and W walls rendered, Fletton bricks in plinth. 



BARN 4 

c. 1600. The remains arc fragmentary and enveloped in workshop framing, storage 
arcas and machinery. 

What survives is pari orlhe W wall and the arcade ora scmi-aisled barn (onc aisle 
onl y) plus some or lhe roof construct ion linking the two. The ais le appears to have 
completely gone plus most of the N half of the standing W \vull. Wa ll framing 
viewed from the W exterior face comprises 2 bays with 3 principal posts, middle rails 
and stout studs with 2 primary braces of similar scantling within the upper register. 
The lower studding has gone but peg holes imply setting out in line with those abo.ve 
- the space now is infilled with old doors and boarding. The extant studs show a 
regular sequence of slots that show that the structure was origina ll y infilled wi th 
wattle and daub. 

The arcade originally set between the main body and side aisles can be seen from one 
to cnd within the present attic storage space and it appears complete and of7 bays. 
A ll posts have gradual ly swelling jowls and the lie-beams and many of the arched 
braces to tics and arcade plate remain. 

Empty mortices within the tie-beams show the former presence of raki ng queen struts. 
However, the upper roof has gone and is replaces by a simple pine structure with 
coll ars cradling Ihe purli ns. The first internal ti c beam from the S has empty mortices 
for a partition below. The S 3 bays of the arcade plale and parallel wall plate have 
face hal ve and bladed scarfs set over each wall post and arcade post, as seen in barn 3 
To the N though, the arcade plate has an edge-halved and bridle-butted scarf set 
between posts, an earlier technique. T hese variants can be found together c.1600 but 
there may be ajunction of2 builds as yet not seen. 

The N penultimate truss has a clearly replaced brace between arcade post and tie
beam as it is essentia lly a hedgerow misshapen member. More investi gation might 
revea l further evidence in the barn but it is likely to have been severe ly reduced. T he 
S end gab le is all rebuilt in the C20 with a full-height 2-leaved door cut into the end 
wall. 



BUILDING 7 

Ea rly· mid C 19. This structure is clearl y of a late build. It is framed in sawn elm but 
rendered over. 

W face, N • S, has iron framed 2- light casement wi ndow, simple C20 ply-wood door 
with concrete approach steps below, 2 windows as the first, a 2x3 palled similar 
window and a simple small fixed wi ndow. S cnd plain except for two 4x3 1:k1 11cd iron 
windows as the rest. N cnd gable weather boarded in pine and elm, below, N half in 
breeze block, S half weather boarded - some now missing revealing the framing 
which is primary braced. 

Roof orbright red interlocking clay til es, much as the olher fann buildings. 

Interior. 
N cnd intact - S cnd runs into C20 work . 6 tic-beams arc seen, of rudimcntal)' fo rm, 
tics 3,4and 6 from N most complete with chiselled carpenter's assembly marks. Truss 
6 retains the original roof construclion of2 queen posts plus touching vec struts 
between. The timber is slender and of waney edged e lm, the mcmbers being simply 
nailed together. Above, not seen as boarded in , as are the wall s. The wa ll plates 
though arc vi sible with a singlc face-halved and bladed scarf at approximately mid 
length in each. No wa ll post/tie-beam braces were apparently originally constructed 
but subsequently some trusses, 2-5, have side lapped nailed board braces added. 
What the building was is not clear but trusses 3,4 and 6 show somt mortices for 
partitions below, each with It gap - for doorways? The S cnd probably went on further 
for at least 2 bays (from spacing of later work). 

On the original outer E face, now a long internal corridor e lm weatherboarding 
remains with gaps showing primary braced framing at the N cnd. To the S is a large 
carriage/garage door once glazed 5x3 panes, lower 2 now boarded - no glass. 
Adjacent to S is a C20 boarded door. 

Ad rian Gibson 
15.7.04 
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