












Land at Springfields, Great Dunmow, Essex: 
Archaeological Evaluation 

Prepared for Croudace Homes 

The closest and most pertinent previous archaeological work to the current site has been carried 

out on land to the rear of 60-67 Springfields (EH ER 19663) - i.e. on the more level ground 

immediately to its north. Trial trenching found Roman pottery within a soil layer, but was otherwise 

apparently disturbed by 19th century (agricultural or extraction?) activity (Hounsell 2001) . A ditch of 

18th century date was also recorded. 

3.0 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to determine the location, extent, date, character, 

condition, significance and quality of surviving archaeological features and deposits. The specific 

objectives were to: 

• identify any surviving evidence relating to the Roman land-use, in particular whether 

or not the top of the slope marks the limit of settlement-related activity 

• identify any prehistoric or Saxon activity 

4.0 METHOD 

The site was initially investigated by six trial trenches totalling 246 sq m, 4% of the total 

development area (Fig. 1). An extra, small T -shaped trench (trench 7) totalling 18 sq m and a 

north-south extension to trench 6 were excavated at the request of the ECC HEM officer, in order 

to further investigate the archaeological features encountered within trench 6. The topsoil and 

subsoil were stripped using a tracked excavator with a toothless ditching bucket. All identifiable 

archaeological deposits were investigated by sample excavation and recorded . 

The archaeological fieldwork was carried out in accordance with the Institute for Archaeologists 

Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluation (If A 1999) and the Association of Local 

Government Officers' Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (Gurney 2003). The 

ECC FAU uses its own single-context recording system. 

5.0 FIELDWORK RESULTS 

The evaluation trenches revealed the presence of a large Roman ditch, which was later re-cut. The 

upper fill of the re-cut ditch contained a cremation and fragments of an urn. Evidence of gravel 

extraction followed by large-scale modern refuse dumping was established to be present in the 
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