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Summary
Site name and address: Land at Bel1Road, Bottisham, Cambridgeshire
County: Cambridgeshire District: East Cambs DC
Village/town: Bottisham Parish: Bottisham
Planning reference: E/00/0690 NGR (to 8 figures): TL 5401 6040
Client name and address: Hastoe Housing Association Ltd, Woodbridge, Suffolk, 1P13 7SA
Natur e of work: Evaluation Present land use: Arable
Size of affected area: 0.8 hectares Size of areainvestigated: [400m?
Site Code; HN310 Other reference: n/a
Organisation: The Heritage Network | Site Director: Simon Bray
Type of work: Evaluation Findslocation/Museum: |Cambs Co. Council
Start of fieldwork 23 July 2001 Finish of fieldwork 26 July 2001
Related SMR Nos: n/a Periods represented: undated
Previous summariesreports. |n/a

Summary of fieldwork results: As the result of an archaeological condition on the planning permission for
the construction of fourteen houses on land off Bell Road, Bottisham, Cambridgeshire, the Heritage Network
was commissioned by the developer to undertake an archaeological evaluation of the site.

Following desk-based research, eight trial trenches were located across the proposed development area.
Shallow linears were found in five of the trenches. All were sealed by the subsoil, and all were undated.
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lintroduction

1.1  This report has been prepared on behalfa$toe Housing Association Ltd, as part of
the archaeological evaluation of the proposed developméntasi Bell Road,Bottisham,
Cambridgeshire. The planning permission for the developiig00/0690), controlled by East
Cambridgeshire District CounIECDC), was subject to a standard archaeological condition.
This has been met by following the provisions set out in Bresf for Archaeological
Evaluation dated 04/04/01 prepared by th@ounty Archaeology Office (CAO) of
Cambridgeshire County Council, acting as advisoEsGDC.

1.2  The site is currently part of a cultivated field to the soutiswof the village centred
on grid reference TL 5401 6040. The site is bounded on the northiblgadfain and beyond
by no.69Bell Road, and on the west by Bell Road. The remainder of the felthe south
and east will remain under cultivation (see 1).

1.3 The site lies close to the medieval settlementBottisham,in an area of recorded
archaeological finds dating specifically to the prehist@i@ Roman periods. The planning
authority wished, in particular, to clarify the nature of Romagri@ultural activity in
consideration of recent discoveries to its north.

1.4  The aim of the evaluation has been to consider the loca¢rtent, date, character,
condition, significance and quality of any surviving arablagical remains that are liable to be
threatened by the development, and to provide and archaeall@gd historical context for

such remains should they be discovered.

15 The present report is intended to provide the planning augheiih sufficient data to
allow it to consider the archaeological implications of froposed development, and thus to
determine what further, if any, mitigation measures may be reduo allow the development
to proceed.
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2Geology and Topography

2.1  Bottishamparish lies on the southern edge of the Cambridge$tmand.The present
site lies on the south-western edge of the modern villageyden the 5m and 10m contour
lines.

2.2  The parish covers approximately 2,800 acres, from @hesterfordto Newmarket
road to the edge of thienland.lIt lies almost entirely on chalk, between 5 and 10m above
Ordnance Datum. The ground slopes gently to thénroest.

3Historical and Archaeological Background

1 ARCHAEOLOGI CAL

1.1  The County Sites and Monuments Rec¢8MR) and the Royal Commission on the
Historical Monuments of EnglanRCHME, 1972) list several sites of archaeological interest
within the vicinity of the present site.

1 Prehistoric

SMR no 6583 TL 54 60, withinlkm of the present site.
Mesolithic(c.10,000bc 3,500bc)stone implements consisting of tiranchetaxes
and a number of flint flakes.

SMR no 6595 TL 545 605, approximately 600m N of the preser.sit
Mesolithic flint implements, including blades addkies and twdranchetaxes.
SMR no 6580 TL 54 60, withinlkm of the present site.

Seven Neolithi¢c.3,500bc 2,000bc)stone axes, made from tuff, from Great
Langdalein Cumbria.

SMR no 6531 TL 541 609, approximately 450m NW of the preset. si

Neolithic/Bronze Age scatter, comprising mostly teatakes.
SMR no 6591 TL 544 608, approximately 500m N of the preser.sit

Barbed andangedBronze Agegc.2,000bc 700bc)arrowhead found in a garden.
SMR no 6598 TL 546 605, approximately 500m E of the presemt. sit

Prehistoric flint implements, including a barbedl &angedarrowhead and other
worked flints.

The Hare Park barrow cemetery, centredN&R TL58 58, consists of the remains of twenty-four burial
mounds and ring ditches on the summit and slogeveéstward projecting spur of chalk, which rises to
approximately 50m above OD. The cemetery was albyitarger, but no traces remain of the otherdduri

mounds. At least thirteen barrows have been exedyatostly in 19th century, but the records arepoo

1 Romano-British

SMR no 6586 TL 543 609, approximately 550m N of the preser.sit
Romano-Britishpottery found on a building site.

Evaluation by the Hertfordshire Archaeological Tros land off Tunbridge Lane, approximately 700m
north-east of the study area, revealed a numbRoofano-Britishditches. interpreted as agricultural
enclosures. Most of these features appeared tonfalie same alignment as the modern field bounslarie
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suggesting that the landscape may have changednitayout since the Roman period. The pottecpvered
from the evaluation suggests a second centuryfdatbese features. The amount of pottery and dthds

recovered from the ditch fills indicates the preseaf occupation in the vicinitfseddon2000).

1 Medieval

SMR no 1120 TL 5443 6032, approximately 350m SE of the presdat
The site oBendishHall, a medievaimoatedmanor, which dates to the 13th century
is situated immediately south BEndyshe~arm in a wide open valley
approximetelyl2m above OD. Thomas &ndishis first recorded as holding the
estate in 1288. The site originally consisted técangular enclosure, orientated
north - south, which measured approximately 1 aamd,was bounded on all sites
by a wet ditch. A smaller enclosure attached tontbstern side of the main
enclosure was also surrounded by a wet ditch. nbnlhern side and northern half
of the western side have been destroyed, witheimaining ditch measuring
between 7m - 10m wide and up to 2.5m deep. Thédsauguarter of the interior is
raised approximately 0.75m above the rest. Thecadjeenclosure is bounded on
the south by a ditch approximately 10m wide an@h Sleep, which has been
widened to form a pond. Deeply cut modern draie®f the other three sides. The
interior is featureless. A red brick house and ehape post-medieval successor to
the medieval manor house, stood within the maithosace until their demolition in
the early nineteenth century

SMR no 6550 TL 536 603, approximately 500m SW of the preseet si
Medieval mile stone.

SMR no 6592 TL 545 604, approximately 400m E of the presemt sit
Medieval potterysherds.

SMR no 6730 TL 5456 6049, approximately 500m E of the preséat s
Parish church of Holy Trinity, which dates from th2th century, stands on rising
ground in the centre of the village. It was altesed added to in the 13th to 15th
centuries and restored in the 19th century.

1 Post-medieval

SMR no 6552 TL 539 608, approximately 350m NW of the presetd.si
Post-medieval monogrammed button

SMR no 6589 TL 5445 6045, approximately 400m E of the presdat s
Post-medieval pottersherdsrom the site of a Tudor house.

SMR no 6586A TL 543 609, approximately 550m N of the preser. sit

Post-medeivalinds, including fragments of animal bone and rhelgects, found
by metal detector on a building site.

1 Undated

SMR no 6585 TL 542 606, approximately 250m N of the preser. sit
An undatechammerstonefpund whilst field walking

SMR no 6551 TL 539 608, approximately 350m NW of the presetd.si

Undated bronz&tment with iron 'tang'.

1 HISTORICAL
2 General
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1.2 At the time of the Domesday SurveBottishamwas known asBodichessha. The
manor lay inStaineHundred. It was held by Waltggiffard, who also held land irswaffham
Bulbeck, and answered for ten hides (approximately 1200 acres). Fifey pgople were
recorded as living on the manor, comprising 25 villagers, 12lisolders and 14 slaves, giving
an estimated total population of between 200 and 250. Four millsrezadiowlandvere also
recorded.

1.3  Prior to 1066 eight hides of the manor were held by King Harold. Emeaining two
hides byAlric, a monk ofRamseyAbbey.

1 Site Specific

1.4  The study area lies in the north-western corner of a larget, fiest beyond the ribbon
development along Bell Road (see Figure 1). It is bounded on #stenn side by Bell Road,
formerly Cambridge Road; on the northern side by a field daaid the southern boundary of
no. 69 Bell Road; on the eastern and southern bylése open field.

1.5 The four common fields iBottishamwere enclosed in 1808. They were North field to
the west of the villageWhitelandsfield to the east; Stone Field to the south and south-east;
Little Field in the extreme south-east. The fields wereeady in existence by c.1450
(RCHME, 1972). The study area lay within Stone Field.

1.6 The Inclosure Award, dated 18Q&RO P13/26/1) records the site as part of the
holdings belonging to St Peters College, Cambridgeterhouseis the oldest of the
Cambridge colleges. It was founded in 1284 by HuglBdésham,Bishop of Ely. During the
succeeding centuries it acquired large land hotdingand around Cambridge.

1 CARTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

1.7  Very few maps were available for the present site. Thaesannap consulted was a
plan of the parishes adjacent to Newmarket Heath, dated (T8O TR 274/P3). This shows

the village as ribbon development along the road. Smalldyingtsettlements are recorded to
the north around the Grange and Tunbridge Farm (see Figuré&aslsurrounded by large
open fields and the map shows the direction of the furlongs. BedidRdid not exist at this

time. The study area lies across a hedged strip of unploughed &medn two ploughed

fields, which appears to represent an area of wadaxdow or wetland.

1.8 The Inclosure plan, dated 18@8RO Q/RDc 12) shows the line of the present Bell
Road, which was then called Cambridge Road, running south totl@nTurnpike (see

Figure3). The present site lay in the northern corner of an open fieldrging to St Peter's
College. The entire field measured 21 acres, 1 rood and 24gseackd was worth £35 10s 8d.
A stream ran along the northern boundary of the field, fromfiglds on the western side of
the road to the site &@endishHall (SMR no 1120).

19 The field boundaries remained the same during the nineteedthagmtieth centuries,
as shown by Ordnance Survey maps dated between 1886 and 1926y(seedlri During the

HN310\dba.sam Page 4



Land off Bell Road, Bottisham, Cambs Evaluation Report

mid to late twentieth century a number of dwellings were builhgl®ell Road, between the
village and the northern boundary of the preseat si

1 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

1.10 A number of aerial photographs from the Cambridge Universityn@dtee for Aerial
Photography(CUCAP) collections were examined (see Section 6). They show nail dxt
crop orsoilmarkscrossing the present site.

1.11 Relict field boundaries and watercourses appear to the southeahdfehe study area
on RC8-EA, 151 andRC8-EG,231. Soilmarks,representing possible ring ditches, are visible
in the field immediately south of the Turnpike road B&8-EG 231, taken April 1982. This
area has been developed since then. Other possible ring slachevisible orRC8-EA, 151,
taken in March 1982, lying in fields to the souftiree A14(T) road.

1.12 Adequate aerial photographic coverage was considered avdilable atCUCAP to
preclude the need to consult the National MonumRetord(NMR) collections at Swindon.

1 DISCUSSION

2 Prehistoric

1.13 Archaeological survey suggests that prehistoric activitgattishamwas concentrated
either on the sandy uplands on the boundary betvidsgtishamand SwaffhamBulbeck,such
as the Hare Park barrow group which lies approximadé&iyn to the south-east of the present
site, or in the feRCHME, 1972 and Hall, 1998).

1.14 Aerial photographic evidence may indicate the presence diigiogic activity, in the
form of ring ditches or ploughed out barrows, te south of the study area.

1.15 A number of stray finds of Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bron2Zge stone and flint
implements have been recorded withikmto the north and east of the present $8&R nos
6531, 6591, 6595 and 6598). No evidence of settlements of these dates hasdoeened
from the vicinity of the study area.

1 Roman

1.16 Evidence for Roman activity in the immediate vicinity of teudy area is relatively
sparse. No settlement of this period has yet been identifeathy, but an archaeological
evaluation on land at Tunbridge Lane, approximately 700m to twthreast, revealed a
number of ditched enclosures, possibly agricultural in pugg8gddon,2000). The fact that
modern field boundaries follow the alignment of the Romanicenge ditches suggests that
the basic layout of the landscape may have changed vegy ditice then. The quantity of
potterysherdsand other finds recovered from the ditches suggest occupatitheivicinity.
Potterysherdswere also recovered by a metitectoriston a building site, approximately
550m to the north of the study af&MR no 6586).
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1.17 The remains of a large building were discoveredSiwaffhamBulbeckat NGR TL
559 613, approximatel2.5kmto the north-east of the present site. The evidence included
ceramic roofing tile andpus signinum.

1.18 The lodes, or canals, running south-east from the river @a8waffhamBulbeckand

Lode were originally thought to date to the Roman period. The latknajor Roman
occupation sites close to the lodes makes this unlikely. Davitl (Hall, 1996, p112) has
demonstrated that they are much more likely to be Saxon oy eatlieval in date. The
southern end of the canal into Lode is approximak north-west of the present site.

1 Anglo-Saxon

1.19 Although no finds of Saxon date have been recovered from theityi of the present

site, the Domesday Survey apparently records a sizeable ahdstadilished village, which
undoubtedly existed by the late Saxon period. It is possible tiatSaxon settlement lies
beneath the modern village.

1 Medieval

1.20 Evidence of medieval activity has been identified in theinitg of the present site,
which lies to the south-west of the medieval village core,rapimately 500m west of the
12th century parish churcf(SMR no 6730). The site lies within Stone Field, one of the
Bottisham'sopen fields. These were apparently established by the lakecéstury(RCHME,
1972). Chapman'survey of 1768CRO TR 274/P3) shows the direction of the individual
furlongs.

1.21 The site of the formemoatedmanor ofBendishHall lies approximately 350m to the
east(SMR no 1120). Thomas dBendishfirst held the manor in 1288, so the original manor
house may date from the late 13th century. This was replaceddyy larick house and chapel,
shown on the Inclosure map of 1808 (see Figure 3) which was denwlisht@e early 19th
century.

4Fieldwork

1 METHODOLOGY

1.1 The proposed development covers an are@.8ha(2 acres). Eight trial trenches
measuring 25 metres in length, and representing a 5% sample afé¢h, were excavated on a
regular grid (see Figure 5) using a 3G®acked excavator with a 2m wide toothless ditching
bucket.

1.2  Spoil from the various stages afroundworkswas inspected for archaeological
artefacts.

1.3 The trenches were cleaned by hand, and all exposed archaabléeatures were
sampled to ascertain their nature, depth, dategaabity of preservation.
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1.4  Preliminary plans were drawn of each trench at a scale of 1:5M®tyegierdraughting
film together with a longitudinal profiles at the same scaldan® of excavated features were
drawn at a scale of 1:20, and sections at a s¢dl4.0.

1 RESULTS

15 The topsoil and subsoil were removed down to the natural dedkogy. The topsaill,
context (100), consisted of a dark greyish brown (2.5Y 4/2) titayey silt 0.22m in depth.
This overlay a subsolil, context (101) which comprised an lighoya$h brown (2.5Y 6/4)
firm sandy silt. In all the trenches apart from Trench 1 andnth 2 the subsoil was found to
be between 0.2 and 0.3m in depth. In Trenches 1 and 2 the sulsdibund to be 0.5m deep.
This may represent the area of wetland showrChapman'plan of 1768, which was later
drained by the watercourse to the north. Archaeologicalifeatwere found in all trenches
apart from Trenches 2 and 4, and consisted of five shdileears,and a modern rectangular
pit. All of the linearswere sealed by the subsoil.

1 Trench 1

1.6 Trench 1 was located in the north-western corner of the stuely at right-angles to
Bell Road. It was aligned approximately north-north-wessooith-south-east and measured
25 x 2m (see Figure 5).

1.7  Theploughsoil(100) was a firm dark greyish brown (2.5Y 4/2) , clayey silt camtey
rare small angular stones and moderate fine roots. It wasnatat depth of 0.22m and
sealed the subsoil (101). The subsoil (101) consisted of a firm Yigllowish brown (2.5Y
6/4) firm sandy silt. It was 0.5m in depth and wasby a machine cut pit [103].

1.8  Pit [103], was cut through the subsolil at the southern end ofréreh. This feature

measured 2.5m in length and 0.6m in width. The cut containdd@i), which consisted of a
light grey (2.5Y 7/2) firm clayey chalk. The location, shape afidfithe feature suggests a
modern date, and it has been interpreted as a machine tutittebhe feature was recorded
but leftunexcavated(see Figure 6).

1 Trench 2

19 Trench 2 was located in the north-eastern corner of the sitall@ato, and
approximately 40m from Bell Road. It measured 25 x 2m and was dligqp@roximately
north-east to south-west (see Figure 5). The topsoil (200) was Od22m and sealed the
subsoil (201) which was 0.5m in depth. No archagpleas found in the trench.

1.10 Theploughsoil(200) was a firm dark greyish brown (2.5Y 4/2) , clayey silt camtey
rare small angular stones and moderate fine roots. It wasnata@ depth of 0.22m and

sealed the subsoil (201). The subsoil (201) consisted of a firmylglowish brown (2.5 6/4)
firm sandy silt. 1t was 0.5m in depth and ovettlag natural geology.

1 Trench 3
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1.11 Trench 3 was located 20m from, and parallel to Bell Road, inc@re of the study
area. It measured 25 x 2m and was aligned approximately nosthteasouth-west (see
Figure 5). The topsoil (300) was 0.22m deep and sealed the subsoil \{8@d) was 0.4m

deep at the southern end and 0.20m at the northesingle linear [303] was found.

1.12 Theploughsoil(300) was a firm dark greyish brown (2.5Y 4/2) , clayey silt camtey
rare small angular stones and moderate fine roots. It wasnatat depth of 0.22m and
sealed the subsoil (301). The subsoil (301) consisted of a firmhyiglowish brown (2.5 6/4)
firm sandy silt. 1t was 0.4m deep at the southern end and 0.2theahorthern end. The
subsoil sealed a single linear [303].

1.13 Feature [303] was linear in plan aligned north-west to saasi-(see Figure 6). It was
over 1m long, 0.85m wide and 0.15m deep. The cut had steep sideshase, and contained
a single fill (302) (see Figure 8). The fill (302) was sealed by tieseil (301) and was a light
yellowish brown (2.5Y 6/3) friable chalky clayey silt with c&sional small angular stones and
rare fine roots. No artefacts were found.

1 Trench 4

1.14 Trench 4 was located on the eastern side of the site ataiggies to Bell Road at a
distance of approximately 30m. It measured 25 x 2m and was aligppdoxamately
north-west to south-east (see Figure 5). The topsoil (400) was Od22m and sealed the
subsoil (401) which was 0.3m in depth. No archagpleas found in the trench.

1.15 The ploughsoil(400) was a firm dark greyish brown (2.5Y 4/2), clayey silt camtey
rare small angular stones and moderate fine roots. It wasnatat depth of 0.22m and
sealed the subsoil (401). The subsoil (401) consisted of a firmhyglowish brown (2.5 6/4)
firm sandy silt. 1t was 0.3m in depth and overtlag natural geology.

1 Trench 5

1.16 Trench 5 was located on the eastern perimeter of the sitallgdeo Bell Road. It

measured 25 x 2m and was aligned approximately north-east th-a@st (see Figure 5).
The topsoil (500) was 0.22m deep and sealed the subsoil (501) whgld. 2 in depth. A
single linear was found in the trench.

1.17 Theploughsoil(500) was a firm dark greyish brown (2.5Y 4/2) , clayey silt camtey
rare small angular stones and moderate fine roots. It wasnata@ depth of 0.22m and
sealed the subsoil (501). The subsoil (501) consisted of a firmyglowish brown (2.5 6/4)
firm sandy silt. It was 0.2m in depth and overasingle linear [503].

1.18 Feature [503] was linear in plan aligned approximately northtwesouth-east (see
Figure 6). It measured over 1m long, 0.9m wide and 0.2m in depth, ahstéep sides and a
flat base (see Figure 8). It contained a single fill (502). THg502) sealed by the subsoil
(501) was a light yellowish brown (2.5Y 6/3) friable slightlynsly chalky silt with occasional
small angular stones, and rare fine roots. Ndaute were found.
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1 Trench 6

1.19 Trench 6 was located at right-angles to Bell Road, on the west#ge of the study
area. measured 25 x 2m and was aligned approximately north4eesouth-east (see
Figure5). The topsoil (600) was 0.22m deep and sealed the subsoil (601) wagB.3m in
depth at the western end and 0.2m at the eastern end. A snegle [603] was found in the
trench.

1.20 Theploughsoil(600) was a firm dark greyish brown (2.5Y 4/2) , clayey silt camtey
rare small angular stones and moderate fine roots. It wasstargrdepth of 0.22m and sealed
the subsolil (601). The subsoil (601) consisted of a firm lightoyatth brown (2.5 6/4) firm
sandy silt. It was 0.2m deep at the eastern end and 0.3ne avdktern end and overlay a
single linear feature [603].

1.21 Feature [603] was linear in plan aligned approximately north-sasouth-west (see
Figure 7). It measured over 1m long, 0.5m wide and 0.1m deep, andeegissties and a flat
base (see Figure 8). The cut contained a single fill (602). Thg@R) sealed by the subsoil
(601) was a light yellowish brown (2.5Y 6/4) friable sandy siltlwiare small angular stones,
and fine roots. No artefacts were found. This linear may berginuation of feature [803] in
Trench 8 (see Figure 9).

1 Trench 7

1.22 Trench 7 was located in the south-east corner of the study paeallel to Bell Road.

It measured 25 x 2m and was aligned approximately north-easiuth-west (see Figure 5).
The topsoil (700) was 0.22m deep and sealed the subsoil (701) which.@rasleep. A single
linear [703] was found in the trench.

1.23 The ploughsoil(700) was a firm dark greyish brown (2.5Y 4/2), clayey silt camtey
rare small angular stones and moderate fine roots. It wasnatat depth of 0.22m and
sealed the subsoil (701). The subsoil (701) consisted of a firmhyigllowish brown (2.5 6/4)
firm sandy silt. 1t was 0.2m in depth and overeasingle linear feature [703].

1.24 Feature [703] was linear in plan aligned approximately eastest (see Figure 7). It

measured over 1m long, 0.5m wide and 0.15m deep, with steep sidesflat base. The cut

contained a single fill (702) (see Figure 8). The fill (702) sedlgdhe subsoil (701) was a
light olive brown (2.5Y 5/4) friable sandy silt with occasionamall angular stones and rare
small charcoal flecks and rare fine roots. Nofadis were found.

1 Trench 8

1.25 Trench 8 was located in the south-west corner of the surveg, grarallel to Bell
Road. measured 25 x 2m and was aligned approximately north-easthto south-south-west
(see Figure 5). The topsoil (800) was 0.22m deep and sealed the s@@ilvghich was
0.22m in depth. A single linear [803] was foundhe trench.
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1.26 Theploughsoil(800) was a firm dark greyish brown (2.5Y 4/2) , clayey silt camtey
rare small angular stones and moderate fine roots. It wasnatat depth of 0.22m and
sealed the subsoil (801). The subsoil (801) consisted of a firmylgllowish brown (2.5 6/4)
firm sandy silt. It was 0.22m in depth and ovewrasingle linear feature [803].

1.27 Feature [803] was linear in plan aligned approximately eastest (see Figure 7). It
measured over 1m long, 0.4m wide, and 0.1m deep, with steep sidesftan base. The cut
contained a single fill (803) (see Figure 8). The fill (802) sedigdhe subsoil (801) was a
light olive brown (2.5Y 5/4) friable slightly chalky sandy silt \Wwitoccasional small angular
stones, few small charcoal flecks, and rare fine roots. Nefaats were found. This linear
may be a continuation of feature [603] in Trenqlsé€e Figure 9).

5Risk Assessment

1 General

1.1  The archaeological evaluation of the present site has beeedcaut in two stages.
Desk-based research has provided a broad overview of landing spots, and neighbouring
sites. This was followed by an evaluation whickessed a 5% sample of the study area.

1.2  No archaeological evidence has previously been recoveosd the site itself, which
lies to the south of the medieval core of the village. The studgp &as been recorded as open
land since at least the mid eighteenth century. Aerial @ip@phs show the field under crop,
suggesting that it has been subject to ploughing, which may Hdawegged any underlying
archaeology.

1.3 The area of the present site has not been the subject of anpyseaichaeological
investigation, nor was it surveyed as part of the fieldwook the FenlandProject, which

concentrated on the fen edge. The study area lies b@rsouth of the furthest limit of the
medieval fen (Hall, 1996, figure 58). No archaeological featureartefacts were apparently
recorded during the construction of the housesgal®ll Road, which are post WWII in date.

1.4  The field evaluation of the site has revealed a low density of tatlénear features
sealed by a largely uniform subsoil which deepertaé north.

1 Prehistoric

1.5 No evidence for prehistoric activity has been recoverethftbhe present site, which
lies on a low chalk slope ove3km south-east of the limits of the prehistoric fen (Hall, 1996,
figure 57). TheFenlandProject demonstrated that prehistoric activityBottishamand the
nearby parishes of Lode a®WwaffhamBulbeckwas concentrated on either the sandy uplands
or on the fen edge (Hall, 1996, p108).

1.6 A number of stray finds of stone implemerf@MR nos6580, 6591 and 6598) and flint
scatterdSMR nos 6531 and 6595) have been recorded within a kilometre of the sitendout
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occupation site has been identified within the parish. Coimteéions of earthwork remains
indicate the presence of ring ditches and barrows at Hare Ratketeast of the present site,
with others possibly indicated Ispilmarksto the south.

1.7  The numbers of stray finds and scatters of stone and fliptements recorded in the
vicinity of the study area, would suggest that there is a naidenisk of finding artefacts of
this date in the plough soil. The field evaluation has, howekerealed no securely dated
features of prehistoric date and no artefacts of this pesogdgesting an overall low risk that
such features and artefacts would be disturbegeiévelopment of the site.

1 Roman

1.8  Although there is no definite evidence for Roman settlemettiinva kilometre of the
present site a number of ditched enclosures, probably assdawith agricultural activity,
were revealed during archaeological evaluation approxima@yn to the north-east. Most of
the ditches followed the line of the modern field boundarisggesting that the present
landscape pattern has changed little since the second geiNiur The number of pottery
sherdsand other finds from the ditch fills, indicate the presencomano-Britishoccupation
nearby. Pottergherdshave also been found on a building site to the north of the stuely a
(SMR no 6586). The field evaluation has, however, revealed no slgcdated features of
Roman date and no artefacts of this period, suggesting anlioleevaisk that such features
and artefacts would be disturbed in the developroktite site.

1 Saxon

19 There is no recorded evidence of Saxon occupation within ankitce of the site.
Evidence of an earlier settlement may lie beneath the modu#lage. No securely dated
features of Saxon date and no artefacts of this period vesesated during the field evaluation
of the present site. There is considered, therefore, to hyesololw risk that such features and
artefacts would be disturbed in the developmetiefite.

1 Medieval

1.10 The present site lies on the south-western edge of the mod&geyiapproximately
300m south of the medieval core of the village. It also lies dM@®m beyond the southern
limit of the burghageplots, which stretch south from the main street.

1.11 The site ofBendishHall, a formermoatedmanor, lies approximately 350m to the east.
The post-medieval maps consulted show no evidence of ogitlginldings or a hamlet
associated with the manor and it appears that the manornigbles is focused on the village,
rather than towards the area of the present site.

1.12 Although relatively close toBendish Hall, there is no evidence in the form of
earthworks or soil angropmarksto suggest that the present site was occupied during the
medieval period. Furthermore, no securely dated features oeradlate and no artefacts of
this period were revealed during the field evaluation of thegesite. There is considered,
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therefore, to be only a low risk that such features and atefaould be disturbed in the
development of the site.

1

2 Post-medieval

1.13 Chapman'snap of 1768(CRO TR 274/P3) shows a division across the site between
ploughed field to the south and wetland to the north (see Fi@yreBy the time of the
Inclosure Map of 180§CRO P13/26/), the drain to the north of the site appears to have
become established or formalised, and the two halves giréeent site joined (see Figure 3).
It is possible that the linear feature located in Trench 3heffteld evaluation equates to the
boundary between these two areas shown on thert@p8

1.14 The site lies within Stone Field, one of the common fieldBoftishamand the 1768
map shows the direction of the post-medieval furlongs. The mapsuited show no evidence
for buildings on the site, though they reveal that Bell Road veasstructed between 1768 and
1808. Furthermore, no securely dated features of post-mediewakbddt no artefacts of this
period were revealed during the field evaluation of the presést There is considered,
therefore, to be only a low risk that such features and atefaould be disturbed in the
development of the site.

1 Confidence Rating

1.15 The general availability of material for the desk-basedasdewas good although the
cartographic evidence was limited for the period between 192Gtmngresent. It has been
possible to provide a comprehensive overview of the developofdand use in the area and
the confidence rating for this stage of the wor&adasidered to be high.

1.16 The eight evaluation trenches were evenly located actesstudy area in a pattern
designed to maximise the opportunities for locating featuregarticularlinears.The sample
ratio of 5% was higher than average for an evaluation exergise weather conditions were
dry and sunny, providing good conditions for the identificatand recording of features and
deposits. Water was available to prevent the ground surface drying out and obscuring
potential features. On this basis, the confidence ratinghis stage of the work is considered
to be high.

1 Conclusion

1.17 Despite the level of archaeological and historic activitythe surrounding area
demonstrated in the desk-based research, it is clear frorettieevaluation that the present
development presents a low risk to the archaeabtaodscape.
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6Sources Consulted

Cambridgeshire County Council Sitesand Monuments Record (SMR)

Cambridgeshire County Record Office (CRO)

Q/RDc12 1808 Inclosure map (duplicate)

P13/26/1 1808 Inclosure Award

TR 274/P3 1768 Plan of Parishes adjacent to Newmarket Heathy. by JohnChapmar(photostat)
OS 25" scale 1886  1st edition Cambridgeshire Shedétl..14

OS 25"scale 1901 2nd edition Cambridgeshire Sheétl..14

OS 25" scale 1926  3rd edition Cambridgeshire Shetl.14

Cambridge University Committee for Aerial Photography (CUCAP)

Photo no Type Datetaken Detail

35K-CH 22 oblique colour slide 10/6/81 Shows site as open field. No detail visible
RC8-1,88 vertical b/w 5/5/69 Just misses site, shows village

RC8-1,203 ditto ditto as above

RC8-J,208 vertical b/w 716/69 Misses site - shows fields to E of village.
RC8-J,209 as above ditto ditto

RC8-DW,218 vertical b/w 14/8/81 Shows site as part of field under cr&mssring ditch

visible to S, on other side of A14 (T). Nothingikie
in immediate vicinity of site

RC8-DW,219 ditto ditto site as field under crop. Doesn't go as far sosthl8

RCB8-EA, 151 ditto 23/3/82 site as part field under crop. ?relict watercoutses
SW&NW. Possring ditch to S, other side of Al4 ro

RCB8-EA, 152 ditto ditto site just on AP

RCB8-EA, 145 ditto ditto too far east - shows relict watercours@@ssring
ditch

RC8-EA, 156 ditto ditto ditto

RCB8-EG,231- 232 ditto 5/4/82 shows site as part of field under crop. Field

immediately S may have ring ditches-shows relict
field boundaries

RC8-HS,110-111 ditto ditto too far north

RC8-HV, 165-66 ditto 4/7/85 ditto

RC8-JM,45-46  ditto ? field under crop. naropmarksvisible in vicinity

RC8-KnBG,20 colour vertical ? field under crop

BOU 92-93 b/w oblique 20/9/73 ring ditch - not on site & too small to identify aot
location

BSJ 74-76 b/w oblique 13/5/75 ring ditch - as above
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Figure 9 ... .. Relationship of feature
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Site location plan
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Figure 1
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Trench 1

lé 9.45m to northern end of trench

Trench 3

Trench 5

Scale 1:50

Feature plans - 1

Figure 6
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Trench 6

S N
Trench 7
S . N
Trench 8
Im 0 2m
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Scale 1:50

Feature plans - 2

Figure 7
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Feature sections

Figure 8
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