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NARRATIVE:  

Introduction 

As the result of conditions placed on the planning permissions for four residential developments on the Hatfield 

Road Estate, Witham, Essex, the Heritage Network was commissioned by the Orwell Housing Association 

Limited to undertake a programme of archaeological investigation on sites located at Siward Road, Deford 

Road, Philip Road and Turstan Road. 

The Hatfield Road Estate lies on the western edge of the town of Witham and is bounded by open land to the 

south-west and north-east and by a railway line to the north-west, beyond which are open fields. Excavations in 

the immediate vicinity have revealed archaeological features of Iron Age, Roman and medieval date.  

The four development sites, located along the north-west and north-east edges of the estate, were evaluated by 

trial trenching. 
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Siward Road  

The Siward Road site is bounded to the north-east by nos.12-16 Siward Road, to the south-east by nos.17-25 

Siward Road, to the south-west by farmland and to the north-west by public open space bordering the railway.  

It is currently occupied by 19 garages, located at the north-eastern end, with grassed open space to the south-

west. The proposed development entails the demolition of the existing garages and the construction of 5 new 

dwellings, with associated landscaping and parking. 

Three trenches were investigated, Trenches 1 and 2 joined forming an L-shape on a NW-SE axis across the 

footprint of the southern block of proposed new dwellings, and Trench 3 running N-S across the proposed 

access (Fig 3). 

Trench 1 data: 

Length (m): 10 
Width 

(m): 
2 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.80 Orientation NW-SE 

Top 11.60 Top 11.43 
Level at N End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 10.99 
Level at S End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 10.62 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Topsoil 
Turfed dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) clayey 

sandy silt with occasional gravel. 
10 2 0.05 

- Layer 
Modern overburden. Yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) 

clayey silt with occasional gravel inclusions. 
10 2 0.25 

101 Cut 

Sub circular cut with steep sides and shallow 

concave base. Tree bole. Continues in TR2 as 

[201] 

2 0.7 0.6 

102 Fill 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay silt with flecks of 

CBM. Fill of [101] same as (202) 
2 0.7 0.6 

103 Layer 
Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) clayey silt with 

occasional gravel 
10 2 0.10 

104 Layer 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay. Slightly lighter 

than (102) 
10 2 0.10 

- Natural Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with chalk. 10 2 >0.5 

Trench 2 data: 

Length (m): 5 
Width 

(m): 
2.2 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.80 Orientation NE-SW 

Top 11.33 Top 11.49 
Level at N End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 10.57 
Level at S End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 10.60 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Topsoil 
Turfed dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) clayey 

sandy silt with occasional gravel. 
5 2.2 0.05 

- Layer 
Modern overburden. Yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) 

clayey silt with occasional gravel inclusions. 
5 2.2 0.25 

201 Cut 

Sub circular cut with steep sides and shallow 

concave base. Tree bole. Continues in TR1 as 

[101] 

1 1 0.6 

202 Fill 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay silt with flecks of 

CBM. Fill of [201] same as (102) 
1 1 0.6 

203 Layer 
Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) clayey silt with 

occasional gravel 
5 2.2 0.10 

204 Layer 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay. Slightly lighter 

than (202) 
5 2.2 0.10 

- Natural Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with chalk. 5 2.2 >0.5 
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Trench 3 data: 

Length (m): 20 
Width 

(m): 
2.1 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.60 Orientation N-S 

Top 11.12 Top 11.33 
Level at N End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 10.58 
Level at S End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 10.84 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Topsoil 
Turfed made ground. Dark brown (10YR 3/3) 

clayey sandy silt. Modern wooden stake observed. 
20 2.1 0.6 

- Natural 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with flint and 

chalk. 
20 2.1 >0.6 

 

Deford Road  

The Deford Road site is bounded to the north-east by retained garage blocks, to the south-east by nos.20-25 

Deford Road and nos.8-10 Burdun Close, to the south-west by no.11 Siward Road, and to the north-east by 

public open space bordering the railway.  

It is currently occupied by 5 garages and hardstanding at its north-eastern end, with grassed open space to the 

south-west. The proposed development entails the demolition of the garages and the construction of 2 new 

dwellings, with associated landscaping and parking. 

Three trenches were investigated, Trenches 1 and 2 joined forming an L-shape on a NW-SE axis across the 

footprint of the proposed new dwellings, and Trench 3 running E-W across the proposed access (Fig 4). 

Trench 1 data: 

Length (m): 10 
Width 

(m): 
2 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.65 Orientation NW-SE 

Top 10.21 Top 10.03 
Level at N End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 9.64 
Level at S End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 9.44 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Topsoil 
Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) clayey sandy silt 

with gravel inclusions. 
10 2 0.10 

- Subsoil 
Dark brown (10YR 4/3) clayey sandy silt with 

occasional gravel  and chalk inclusions. 
10 2 0.35 

- Natural 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with flint and 

chalk. 
10 2 >0.45 

 

Trench 2 data: 

Length (m): 5 
Width 

(m): 
2.15 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.65 Orientation NE-SW 

Top 10.03 Top 10.01 
Level at N End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 9.44 
Level at S End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 9.44 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Topsoil 
Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) clayey sandy silt 

with gravel inclusions. 
5 2.15 0.10 

- Subsoil 
Dark brown (10YR 4/3) clayey sandy silt with 

occasional gravel  and chalk inclusions. 
5 2.15 0.35 

- Natural 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with flint and 

chalk. 
5 2.15 >0.45 
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Trench 3 data: 

Length (m): 10 
Width 

(m): 
2.2 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.65 Orientation E-W 

Top 10.09 Top 10.06 
Level at E End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 9.52 
Level at W End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 9.37 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Topsoil 
Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) clayey sandy silt 

with gravel inclusions. Modern rubbish observed 
10 2 0.10 

- Subsoil 

Dark brown (10YR 4/3) clayey sandy silt with 

occasional gravel  and chalk inclusions. Fragment 

of CBM observed 

10 2 0.40 

- Natural 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with flint and 

chalk. 
10 2 >0.50 

 

Philip Road 

The Philip Road site is bounded to the north-east by nos.16-19 Philip Road, to the south-east by nos.20-28 

Philip Road, to the south-west by no.14 Deford Road, and to the north-west by public open space bordering the 

railway.  

It is currently occupied by 20 garages and hardstanding located at the north-eastern end, with grassed open 

space to the south-west. The proposed development entails the demolition of the existing garages and the 

construction of 5 new dwellings, with associated landscaping and parking. 

Three trenches were investigated, Trenches 1 and 2 joined forming an L-shape on a NW-SE axis across the 

footprint of the southern block of proposed new dwellings, and Trench 3 running N-S across the proposed 

access (Fig 5). 

Trench 1 data: 

Length (m): 10 
Width 

(m): 
2 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.55 Orientation NW-SE 

Top 8.70 Top 8.64 
Level at N End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 8.32 
Level at S End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 8.05 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Topsoil 
Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) clayey sandy silt 

with gravel inclusions.  
10 2 0.10 

- Subsoil 
Dark brown (10YR 4/3) clayey sandy silt with 

occasional gravel  and chalk inclusions.  
10 2 0.30 

101 Cut 
Irregular oval, with steep sides and a shallow 

concave base. Probable root activity. 
0.4 0.4 0.13 

102 Fill 
Yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) clay silt with 

occasional chalk fragments. Fill of [101] 
0.4 0.4 0.13 

103 Cut 
Irregular, with steep sides and a shallow uneven 

concave base. Orientated NE-SW. Root activity. 
0.4 0.4 0.10 

104 Fill 
Yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) clay silt with 

occasional chalk fragments. Fill of [103] 
0.4 0.4 0.10 

105 Cut 
Irregular, with steep sides and a shallow uneven 

concave base. Root activity. 
0.3 0.3 0.05 

106 Fill 
Yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) clay silt with 

occasional chalk fragments. Fill of [105] 
0.3 0.3 0.05 

- Natural 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with flint and 

chalk. 
10 2 >0.40 
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Trench 2 data: 

Length (m): 5 
Width 

(m): 
2 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.75 Orientation NE-SW 

Top 8.55 Top 8.65 
Level at N End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 7.93 
Level at S End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 8.00 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Topsoil 
Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) clayey sandy silt 

with gravel inclusions.  
5 2 0.10 

- Subsoil 
Dark brown (10YR 4/3) clayey sandy silt with 

occasional gravel  and chalk inclusions.  
5 2 0.30 

- Natural 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with flint and 

chalk. 
5 2 >0.40 

 

Trench 3 data: 

Length (m): 15 
Width 

(m): 
2 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.60 Orientation N-S 

Top 8.34 Top 8.56 
Level at N End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 8.03 
Level at S End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 7.90 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Topsoil 
Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) clayey sandy silt 

with gravel inclusions.  
15 2 0.10 

- Subsoil 
Dark brown (10YR 4/3) clayey sandy silt with 

occasional gravel  and chalk inclusions.  
15 2 0.30 

- Natural 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with flint and 

chalk. 
15 2 >0.40 

Turstan Road 

The Turstan Road site is bounded to the north-east by the Bramston Sports Ground, to the south-east by nos.9-

12 Turstan Road, to the south-west by nos.13-17 Turstan Road and to the north-west by public open space.  

It is currently occupied by 20 garages and concrete hardstanding. The proposed development entails the 

demolition of the garages and the construction of  2 new dwellings, with associated landscaping and parking. 

Two trenches were investigated, Trench 1 aligned NE-SW across the footprint of the proposed dwellings and 

Trench 2 aligned NW-SE across the access (Fig 6). 

Trench 1 data: 

Length (m): 10 
Width 

(m): 
2 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.50 Orientation NE-SW 

Top 5.13 Top 5.07 
Level at N End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 4.65 
Level at S End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 4.40 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Surface Tarmac 10 2 0.06 

 Layer Concrete 10 2 0.20 

- Layer Sand 10 2 0.05 

- Subsoil 

Dark brown (10YR 4/3) clayey sandy silt with 

occasional gravel  and chalk inclusions. Diesel 

contamination observed. 

10 2 0.20 

- Natural 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with flint and 

chalk. 
10 2 >0.50 



 

 - 6 - 

Trench 2 data: 

Length (m): 10 
Width 

(m): 
2 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.90 Orientation NW-SE 

Top 4.85 Top 4.98 
Level at N End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 4.10 
Level at S End of Trench (mOD) 

Base 4.18 

Dimensions (m) 
Context Type Description 

Length Width Depth 

- Surface Tarmac 0 2 0.06 

 Layer Concrete 10 2 0.20 

- Layer Sand 10 2 0.05 

- Layer 

Dark brown (10YR 4/3) clayey sandy silt with 

occasional gravel  and chalk inclusions. 

Redeposited clay. 

10 2 0.45 

- Natural 
Yellow brown (10YR 5/6) clay with flint and 

chalk. 
10 2 >0.75 

 

Discussion 

No significant archaeological features, deposits or finds were encountered in the course of the evaluation of 

these four sites.  

Significant made ground deposits were encountered at Turstan Road and Siward Road, but the ground at 

Deford Road and Philip Road appeared to be less disturbed, demonstrating topsoil over subsoil, giving a 

combined overburden of c.0.45m. This suggests that the observed made ground is more likely to be associated 

with the construction of the estate, rather than with the construction of the railway line to the north.  

Tree root activity was observed in Trenches 1 and 2 at the Siward Road site, and in Trench 1 at Philip Road. A 

modern cut square pit was observed in Trench 2 at Deford Road and a modern service crossed Trench 1 at 

Turstan Road. Ploughmarks, aligned broadly east-west, were observed in most trenches, indicating deep 

ploughing activity predating the construction of the estate. The site of the Hatfield Road Estate formed 

agricultural land until the 1970s. 

Conclusion 

Despite the fact that the study area lies in a documented archaeological landscape, the present evaluation 

demonstrates that the risk that the proposed development of four small areas on the periphery of the estate 

might disturb archaeological remains of any significance should be considered to be Low for all periods 

predating the modern.  
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Figure 1 Site Location 

Figure 2 Site Layout 

Figure 3 Siward Road trench layout 

Figure 4 Deford Road trench layout 

Figure 5 Philip Road trench layout 

Figure 6 Turstan Road trench layout 
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Plate 1 Trench 1, looking north 

Plate 2 Trench 2, looking east 

Plate 3 Trench 3, looking north 
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Plate 4 Trench 1, looking south 
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Plate 7 Trench 1, looking north 

Plate 8 Trench 2, looking east 

Plate 9 Trench 3, looking south 
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Plate 10 Trench 1, looking north east 

Plate 11 Trench 2, looking south 
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Figure 4

Scale 1:400

HN1029Hatfield Road Estate, Witham, Essex
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Figure 5

Scale 1:400

HN1029Hatfield Road Estate, Witham, Essex

Philip Road: trench layout
by courtesy Ingleton Wood
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HN1029Hatfield Road Estate, Witham, Essex
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Turstan Road: trench layout
by courtesy Ingleton Wood



HN1029: Hatfield Road Estate, Witham

Plate 01 - Siward Road, Tr1, looking N

Plate 02 - Siward Road, Tr2, looking E



HN1029: Hatfield Road Estate, Witham

Plate 03 - Siward Road, Tr3, looking N

Plate 04 - Deford Road, Tr1, looking S



HN1029: Hatfield Road Estate, Witham

Plate 05 - Deford Road, Tr2, looking E

Plate 06 - Deford Road, Tr3, looking W



HN1029: Hatfield Road Estate, Witham

Plate 07 - Philip Road, Tr1, looking N

Plate 08 - Philip Road, Tr2, looking E



HN1029: Hatfield Road Estate, Witham

Plate 09 - Philip Road, Tr3, looking S

Plate 10 - Turstan Road, Tr1, looking NE



HN1029: Hatfield Road Estate, Witham

Plate 11 - Turstan Road, Tr2, looking S


