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Synopsis:

In order to meet the requirements of the planning consent for the construction of a new extension to the south-
western elevation of a Grade IT* listed 15™ century hall house at 2 Bury End, Pirton, Hertfordshire, the Heritage
Network was commissioned by the owner to monitor the demolition of an existing extension and the groundworks
for the new build.

It was considered that such investigations had the potential to contribute to an understanding of the origin and
construction of the historic building, and to an increased understanding of the development and extent of
settlement at Pirton from the Roman period onwards, the transition from the Romano-British to the Anglo-Saxon
period, and the shrinking of Pirton during the later medieval period.

The development caused no significant disturbance to the historic fabric of the building and no significant new
information was recorded as a result of the monitoring work.

With the exception of an undated layer of redeposited chalk beneath a redeposited subsoil in the footprint of the
new extension, which may represent a bedding layer for an earlier structure, no evidence for archaeological
activity was revealed during the course of the groundworks.
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1. Introduction

1.1 This report has been prepared at the request of Paul Shield, to cover a programme of
archaeological work on a development at ‘Three Gables’, 2 Bury End, Pirton, Hertfordshire.

1.2 The planning permission for the development (ref: 13/0266/1HH) granted by North
Hertfordshire District Council (NHDC), has been subject to a suite of archaeological
conditions, issued on the advice of the Historic Environment Team (HET) of Hertfordshire
County Council and in accordance with the Department of Communities and Local
Government’s National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

1.3 The site is located at the south-western end of the village, on the southern side of Bury
End (Figure 1). It lies within Area of Archaeological Significance no.75 (AAS75) as identified
in the North Hertfordshire District Local Plan. This notes the medieval settlement of Pirton,
recorded in the Domesday Book as Perifone. To the north-east of the site is the Scheduled
Monument of Toot Hill (SM13612), a motte castle with a double bailey. The 12™ century
church of St Mary lies within the northern bailey. Earthworks around the village suggest
extensive medieval settlement and agriculture.

1.4 Three Gables is a Grade II* listed building (list no. 1103185), described as an open hall
house dating to the 15" century or earlier.

1.5 The development proposes the demolition of an existing single-storey workshop and sun
room, and its replacement with a new two storey side extension with entrance lobby and WC,
and the addition of a new bay window to the NE elevation (Figure 2).

1.6 'The overall aim of the project has been to monitor all interventions to the historic fabric
of the building, and all groundworks associated with the development.

e The aim of monitoring construction works affecting the historic structure has been to
record any previously hidden structural and architectural details, and to undertake
additional research, as appropriate, to place the building in its local and regional
archaeological and historical context. It is recognised that work affecting the historic
part of the building is extremely limited, but it was considered that recording had the
potential to contribute to an understanding of the origin and construction of Three
Gables, its setting and its context currently and historically.

e The aim of monitoring of the development groundworks has been to identify and record
any below ground archaeological remains that might be threatened by the development,
to consider their location, depth, extent, date, character, condition, significance and
quality in accordance with the current published regional research agenda (Medlycott
2011), and provide a local and regional, archaeological and historical context for them.

1.7 The present document presents the results of the fieldwork and, together with the
deposition of the project archive with the Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies service
(Building Record) and the North Hertfordshire Museum Service (Archaeological Record), and
publication at an appropriate level, is intended to allow the LPA to discharge Conditions 3 — 5
of the planning consent for the development.
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2. Archaeological & Historical Background

2.1 The village of Pirton is situated on a gently sloping spur of the Chilterns, overlooking
the lower Bedford plains to the north. A number of natural springs are located in the village,
which derive from a shallow valley to the north-west.

2.2 The study area lies within Area of Archaeological Significance No. 75, which defines
the historic core of the village. The village lies to the north of the Icknield Way and remains
from the Roman, Anglo-Saxon and Medieval periods are known in close proximity to the site.
Area of Archaeological significance No. 21, lies ¢.70m to the north-east of the site. This
encompasses a Scheduled Monument (SM13612), formed of the remains of a medieval motte
and double bailey, known as Toot Hill, and the earthworks of house platforms and roads
associated with the shrinking of the village at this period.

2.3 Three Gables is a Grade II* listed building (list no. 1103185), described as an open-hall
house dating to the 15" century or earlier. The listing describes the house as:

House. C15 or earlier open-hall house with contemporary storeyed, jettied W
crosswing, floor inserted in hall in early C17, E bay of hall demolished and
present E gable chimney built in CI18, renovated with hall range heightened to
2-storeys, central internal chimney built in crosswing, and jetty underbuilt in
early C19, thatch roof replaced by slate in early C20, lower rear extension
c.1970s. Timber frame on brick sill, roughcast with steep pitched roof now
slated, rear extension of old red tile. A, 2-storeys, T-plan house facing N, with
tall narrow W crosswing and 1 1/2-storeys rear extension. N front has 2 windows
to each floor and door into hall range beside projecting gabled wing. 2- and 3-
lights flush casement windows with small panes. Plank door with moulded flat
hood on shaped brackets. Exposed red brick plinth where wing jetty has been
underbuilt. Interior has exposed frame. Crosswing of 2 1/2-bays planned with
one large room on each floor and stair in half-bay at rear with original doorway
on Ist floor. Crown-post roof with thin plank-like 2-way bracing from square
crown-post to collar-purlin (this has an edge-halved bladed scarf joint). Heavy
flat floor joints to ground floor with jowled posts supporting jetty-beam. Open
truss of hall complete in E gable wall with chamfered arch-braces to cambered
tie-beam, rebated crown-post originally with 4-ways bracing, and collar-couple.
Paired convex curved tension braces at front wall. Evidence for a 6-lights
diamond mullioned hall window to front and rear.

2.4 A search of the Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record for a radius of 350m around
the site was provided by the Historic Environment Team at Hertfordshire County Council on
27 February, 2015 (enquiry ref. 325/14). This establishes the archaeological and historical
context for the present project.

e Limited evidence for prehistoric activity has been recorded from the immediate vicinity
of the study area. Excavation in advance of the construction of the Humberside to
Buncefield oil pipeline, which ran approximately 700m to the southwest of the site,
identified several shallow and irregular pits (HHER 9780) one of which contained a
sherd of late Neolithic pottery. Bronze Age artefacts have also been found close to the
present site (HHER 553), consisting of four axes (looped and socketed) and a lump of
metal from an unknown site called ‘Hilly Fields’.
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¢ Roman pottery found to the north east, on Toot Hill (HER 1477), and the floor of a
Roman building with associated pottery (HER 1478), are indicative of Roman activity in
the vicinity of the site. Further evidence includes a pit and ditch containing Roman
artefacts at Pollards Way (HHER 18649), a spindle whorl (HHER 1480) found at an
unspecified location, and a pit containing late Roman pottery at Pirton Primary School
(HHER 17170).

e By the time of the Norman Conquest, Pirton was a thriving manorial estate, held by
Stigand, Archbishop of Canterbury. He was stripped of his offices and lands by William
I and Pirton was granted to a Norman knight, Ralph de Limesy, as part of his barony of
Ulverly, Warwickshire.

e The Domesday Survey of 1086 records that Pirton answered for 10 hides
(approximately 1,200 acres) and lists 79 males as living on the manor, comprising a
priest, the 2 chief tenants who had lived there in Archbishop Stigand’s time, 25
villagers, 29 smallholders, 12 cottagers and 10 slaves (Morris 1976). This gives an
estimated total population of between 300 and 400. At this time the manor of Pirton
also included the modern parishes of Ickleford and Cadwell and it is likely that the
population was spread across the estate in small hamlets and farmsteads.

e Several artefacts dating from the medieval period have been discovered close to the site,
including a seal die (HER 9471) and an 8" century coin (HER 9470), both from fields to
the west. A programme of test pitting, carried out by the University of Cambridge and
North Hertfordshire Archaeological Society from 2008 onwards, has found evidence of
medieval and post-medieval occupation in close proximity to the site (HER 16620)
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3. Archaeological Fieldwork

TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

3.1 The present site, centred on NGR TL 14577 31498, lies at the south-western end of the
village, on the southern side of Bury End (Figure 1). It is located on relatively level ground at a
height of approximately 65m AOD.

3.2 Locally the soils belong to the Wantage 2 Association (342d), described as Shallow well
drained calcareous silty soils over argillaceous chalk associated with similar soils affected by

groundwater deeper well drained course loamy soils in places. Complex soils patterns locally.
(SSEW 1983).

3.3 The underlying geology is lower chalk, a stiff to weak clayey chalk. This is overlain by
head deposits, comprising soft to firm greyish brown or orange brown silty clay, with variable
proportions of flint gravel (British Geological Survey).

METHODOLOGY

3.4 The timetable for the fieldwork followed the client’s work schedule. Two site visits
were made to record the north-east elevation of the building prior to the construction of the
new extension and to monitor the development groundworks.

3.5 The ground reduction and excavation of the footing trenches was undertaken by using a
tracked machine, fitted with toothless buckets of varying sizes, as appropriate.

3.6 All work was carried out in accordance with the approved Project Design, current
health and safety legislation, and both CIfA and ALGAO standards.

BUILDING RECORD

3.7 Three Gables is a listed building and comprises a 2 storey north-facing structure, of
which the northern block forms a hall house of 15™ century or earlier date. The house was
extended to the south and west in the late 20™ century. The present works involve the
demolition of part of the modern extension, comprising a workshop and sun room on the west
elevation of the building, and its replacement with a two storey extension (Figure 2). A new
bay window is also to be added to the eastern elevation of the modern south block.

3.8 The historic structure has a hall bay to the east and a western crosswing with a steep
slate tiled roof. A chimney rises from the ridge in the middle of the roof.

3.9 The western elevation to the northern block has two small windows, each with a plain
sill and projecting lintel, at ground floor level (Plate 1). The northern window is a single light
side hung casement with four panes separated by glazing bars; the southern window is a two-
light casement, with each light divided into two panes by glazing bars. A 2-light casement is
located at first floor level, offset to the south. An internal doorway, located at the southern end
of the north block, has been exposed immediately to the south of the double casement window
to the ground floor. The elevation is covered in white roughcast.

3.10 To the south, the modern extension is also covered in white roughcast. It has a clay tiled
roof and a dormer window, with a single-light side hung casement of four panes to the upper
floor, and a single light side hung casement of six panes to the ground floor (Plate 2).

3.11 The demolition of the modern western extension revealed that the doorway at the
southern end of the historic block is a later insertion. The post on the southern side of the
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doorway sits directly on the oak wall plate, which has apparently been cut to allow the
insertion of the doorway (Plate 3). At this point the wall plate is supported on a plinth, at least
six courses high, constructed in a mixture of red brick and large limestone cobbles bonded with
a lime mortar (Plate 4).

3.12 The post may also be a later addition, possibly added when the doorway was inserted,
as it is rather wider than the wall plate and is supported by two wooden wedges, with the
lower wedge driven into the wall plate. The upper three courses to the brick plinth below the
post appear to be a later addition.

3.13 A narrow strip of brickwork was exposed below the roughcast following removal of the
roof to the northern side of the demolished extension (Plate 5).

GROUNDWORKS RECORD

3.14 The groundworks for the present project involved ground reduction and footings
trenches for a new extension to the western elevation of the existing building (Area 1),
following the demolition of an existing extension, and the addition of a new bay window on the
eastern elevation (Area 2). New services included a soakaway in the garden to the east of the
new bay and service trenches to the west of the new extension.

Extension
Area 1

3.15 This was located towards the south end of the west elevation and located across the site
of the former single storey extension (Figure 3).

3.16 Following the removal of an existing concrete floor, 0.20m in depth, the ground level
across an area of approximately 59m? was reduced by approximately 0.30m. Footings trenches
for the extension were then excavated within this area. These measured between Sm and 6m in
length, 0.60m in width and 1.30m in depth (Plate 6). A further short length of trench, for a
porch to the new extension, was dug on the northern edge of the reduced area.

3.17 The stratigraphy revealed in the trench sections consisted of a layer of redeposited dark
yellowish brown (10YR 4/4) friable silty sandy clay subsoil, 0.50m in depth, which contained
modern brick fragments. Below this was a layer of redeposited chalk, 0.25m in depth, which
overlay the natural pale yellow (2.5Y 8/3) clay.

3.18 No archaeological features, deposits or finds were observed in this area.

Area 2

3.19 This was located against the east elevation to the south block and measured 3.50m in
length, 2.20m in width and 0.50m in depth (Figure 3). The stratigraphy exposed in the sections
consisted of a layer of dark brown (10YR 3/3) loose silty sandy clay topsoil, 0.10m in depth,
above a friable dark yellowish brown (10 YR 4/4) silty sandy clay subsoil, 0.30m in depth. The
natural pale yellow clay was encountered below the subsoil.

3.20 No archaeological features, deposits or finds were observed in this area.
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Services

3.21 A number of service trenches were excavated on the western side of the house (Figure
3).

3.22 Trench 1 was located on the southern end of the south block to allow a new drain to
link to an existing service. It measured 2.20m in length, 0.70m in width and approximately
0.20m in depth. It was cut into, but did not breach, the very dark greyish brown (10YR 3/2)
silty clay topsoil (Plate 9).

3.23 Trench 2 was located at the northern end of the porch to the new extension and
measured 9.50m in length, 0.30m in width and was excavated to a depth of approximately
0.50m (Plate 10). The stratigraphy recorded in the section comprised a layer of very dark
greyish brown (10YR 3/2) silty clay topsoil, 0.25m in depth, above a friable dark yellowish
brown (10YR 4/4) silty sandy clay subsoil, 0,20m in depth (Plate 11). The natural pale yellow
clay was observed below the subsoil.

3.24 A soakaway was excavated in the garden to the east of the house (Figure 3). It
measured 1m square and 1.20m in depth. It was fed by a trench measuring Sm in length, 0.50m
in width and 0.50m in depth. The stratigraphy exposed in the sections was similar to that
recorded in Area 2, consisting of consisted of a layer of loose dark brown (10YR 3/3) silty
sandy clay topsoil, 0.10m in depth, above a friable dark yellowish brown (10 YR 4/4) silty
sandy clay subsoil, 0.30m in depth (Plate 12). The natural pale yellow clay was encountered
below the subsoil.

3.25 No archaeological features, deposits or finds were observed in any of the service
trenches or the soakaway.
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4. Discussion

Collected Data

4.1 Three Gables is a listed building which incorporates a hall house of 15™ century or
carlier date. The house was extended to the south and west in the late 20™ century. Few
significant features were exposed during the present project as the elevation is entirely covered
by white roughcast.

4.2 A narrow strip of brickwork, exposed below the roughcast, suggests that the timber
framing to the north block is infilled by brick nogging.

4.3 The wall plate to the historic north block was exposed following the demolition of the
former extension. It appeared to have been cut for the insertion of a doorway in the west
elevation, possibly when the extension was added in the late 20™ century.

4.4 Monitoring of the development groundworks revealed that the ground level in Area 1
had been reduced for the former extension. No evidence for a topsoil layer was encountered. A
layer of redeposited chalk was present beneath a redeposited subsoil, which may represent a
bedding layer for an earlier structure.

4.5 Outside the area of the former extension the stratigraphic sequence consisted of topsoil
and subsoil above the natural clay, suggesting that these areas had not previously been
disturbed.

4.6 No archaeological features, deposits or finds were encountered during the course of the
groundworks.

Conclusion

4.7 1Tt was considered that monitoring of demolition of the modern single-storey extension
had the potential to contribute to an understanding of the origin and construction of Three
Gables, its setting and its context currently and historically.

4.8 The development caused no significant disturbance to the historic fabric of the building,
however, and no significant new information was recorded as a result of the monitoring work.

4.9 It was considered that monitoring of the development groundworks had the potential to
contribute to an increased understanding of the development of Pirton from the Roman period
onwards, the transition from the Romano-British to the Anglo-Saxon period, and the shrinking
of Pirton during the later medieval period.

4.10 With the exception of an undated layer of redeposited chalk beneath a redeposited
subsoil in the footprint of the new extension, which may represent a bedding layer for an
earlier structure, no evidence for archaeological activity was revealed during the course of the
present works.

Confidence Rating

4.11 During the course of the archaeological monitoring works, all elements above and
below the ground were accessible, and weather, light and ground conditions were all
acceptable for the recording of observed features and deposits. There were no circumstances
that would lead to a confidence rating for the work that is less than High.
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5. Schedule of Site Visits

Date Staff Hours |Comments

30/07/2014 DRP 9 Photographing building following demolition of former
structure; monitoring ground reduction & excavation of
footings trenches

31/07/2014 DRP 2 Recording footings trenches

[\

20/11/2014 DRP Monitoring of service trenches

17/12/2014 DRP 6 Monitoring of service trenches
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7. [llustrations

FIGUIE 1 .o Site location
FIGUIE 2 .o ettt et et e Site layout
Figure 3 oo Development groundworks
Plate L...ooeeeiiiieeeeieee e North end of W elevation, looking E
Plate 2..ooeiiiiieee e South end of W elevation, looking SE
Plate 3...oooeiviiieiiiieeee, Post and cut wallplate, doorway at S end of north block
Plate 4. .o Brick plinth below W elevation
Plate 5...ovvvieiiieeeieeeeeee s Narrow strip of brickwork exposed below the render
Plate O..oooeiiieeee e Area 1, looking NW
Plate 7..uveee e Area 1, looking W showing stratigraphy
Plate 8. e Area 2, looking SW
Plate ..o Trench 1, looking W
Plate 10, oot et eaaaes Trench 2, looking E
Plate 11, Trench 2, indicative section, looking N
PIate 12 e Soakaway, looking N
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Plate 2: South end of W elevation, looking SE
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Plate 4: Brick plinth below W elevation
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Plate 6: Area 1, looking NW
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Plate 8: Area 2, looking SW




Plate 10: Trench 2, looking E
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Plate 12: Soakaway, looking N




Three Gables, 2 Bury End, Pirton

Archaeological Monitoring

Appendix

OASIS Data Entry

OASIS ID: heritagel-178576

Project details |

|Pr0ject name

||Pirt0n, 2 Bury End |

the project

Short description of

In order to meet the requirements of the planning consent for the construction off
a new extension to the south-western elevation of a Grade IT* listed 15th century|
hall house at 2 Bury End, Pirton, Hertfordshire, the Heritage Network was
commissioned by the owner to monitor the demolition of an existing extension and
the groundworks for the new build.

It was considered that such investigations had the potential to contribute to an
understanding of the origin and construction of the historic building, and to an
increased understanding of the development and extent of settlement at Pirton from
the Roman period onwards, the transition from the Romano-British to the Anglo-
Saxon period, and the shrinking of Pirton during the later medieval period.

The development caused no significant disturbance to the historic fabric of the
building and no significant new information was recorded as a result of the
monitoring work.

With the exception of an undated layer of redeposited chalk beneath a
redeposited subsoil in the footprint of the new extension, which may represent a
bedding layer for an earlier structure, no evidence for archaeological activity was
revealed during the course of the groundworks.

|Project dates

||Start: 30-07-2014 End: 17-12-2014 |

|Previ0us/ future work ||N0 / No |

reference codes

Any associated project

HN1137 - Contracting Unit No.

|Type of project

||Recording project

|Site status

||Listed Building

|Site status

||Loca1 Authority Designated Archaeological Area

|Current Land use

||Other 2 - In use as a building

|Monument type ||NONE None
|Signiﬁcant Finds ||NONE None
|Investigati0n type ||“‘Watching Brief"

|Pr0mpt

||Nati0nal Planning Policy Framework - NPPF

Project location

|C0untry

||England

|Site location

||HERTFORDSHIRE NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE PIRTON 2 Bury End

|Postcode

|lsGs 3QB

|Study area

||75.5 Square metres

Site coordinates

TL 14577 31498 51.969691591845 -0.331919640556 51 58 10 N 000 19 54 W
Point

H:\Archiving\Archive_Deposition\Deposition_Processing\ADS\Documents\Hertfordshire\NHMS\HN1137\HN1137_Report\HN1137_Report_ADS.doc
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Three Gables, 2 Bury End, Pirton

Archaeological Monitoring

Project creators

|Name of Organisation ||Heritage Network

PI'.O_].eCt brief N/A

originator

Pr.o_l 'ect design David Hillelson

originator

P.ro_l cct David Hillelson

director/manager

|Pr0ject supervisor ||Daniel Phillips |
Type of

sponsor/funding body Landowner

| Project archives |
Physical Archive

Exists? No

Digital Archive

recipient OASIS/ADS

Digital Media " - " "

available Images raster / digital photography","Text

|Paper Archive Exists? ||N0

|Paper Contents

||Hn0neu

Project bibliography 1

|Publicati0n type

||Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript)

|Title ||Three Gables, 2 Bury End, Pirton, Hertfordshire: archaeological monitoring report
|Author(s)/Editor(s) _||Ashworth, H.

dOettlzlleibeibliographic Report n0.969

[Date 2015 |
|Issuer or publisher ||Heritage Network |

Place of issue or
publication

Letchworth, Herts.

|Description

||A4 booklet, green cover, comb bound, 12 text pages, 3 figures, 12 plates |

H:\Archiving\Archive_Deposition\Deposition_Processing\ADS\Documents\Hertfordshire\NHMS\HN1137\HN1137_Report\HN1137_Report_ADS.doc
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