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Summary 
Site name and address: Beauchamps, Wyddial, Hertfordshire 

County: Hertfordshire District: East Herts. 

Village/town: Wyddial Parish: Wyddial 

Planning reference: 3/14/0379/FP NGR: TL 38216 31399 

Client name and address: Mr & Mrs R S Forsyth, Beauchamps, Wyddial, Hertfordshire

Nature of work: replacement 

garage/workshop 

with office 

Former land use: Existing garage 

Site status: Archaeological area 

of significance 10 

Reason for investigation: Planning Condition (NPPF) 

Position in planning process: Permission Granted Project brief originator: Local authority 

Size of affected area: c.95m2
Size of area investigated: c.95m2

Site Code: HN1145 Museum Accession No: Na 

Organisation: Heritage Network Site Director: David Hillelson 

Project type, methods etc.: Monitoring Archive recipient: Hertford Museum 

Start of work 22/07/2014 Finish of work 25/07/2014 

Related HER Nos: 4044; 15904 Periods represented: Post-medieval; modern; 

Oasis UID heritage1-181937 Significant finds: None 

Monument types: Moat; ‘Robber’ trench 

Physical archive: none 

Previous summaries/reports: Ashworth. H. 2010. Desk-based Assessment: Beauchamps, Wyddial, Herts. 

Heritage Network report 603 

Ashworth, H. 2010 Beauchamps, Wyddial, Buntingford, Herts. Archaeological 

Investigation. Heritage Network Report no.616 
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Synopsis:  

In response to a planning condition on the demolition of an existing garage and its replacement on the same 

footprint by a new garage/workshop with an office at Beauchamps, Wyddial, Hertfordshire, the Heritage Network 

was commissioned by the owner to undertake a programme of archaeological monitoring of the groundworks. 

The monitoring the groundworks for the new garage revealed a disturbed stratigraphy consisting of layers of 

made ground and demolition material overlying natural clay.  

A single cut feature, [205], was identified on the eastern side of the site [205]. This extended beyond the depth of 

the footings trench and is likely to represent the footings to a range of now demolished post-medieval 

outbuildings. A service trench was excavated within the line of the backfilled moat, but only revealed the upper 

layers of modern backfill. 

The observations made during the present project support the cartographic evidence, which shows that the site 

was located across the southern end of a range of outbuildings, which stood until at least 1960. These were 

demolished between 1960 and 1977. By 1977, the southern end of the moat had been backfilled and the former 

garage constructed. 

No earlier features, finds or deposits were observed during this project. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 This Project Design has been prepared at the request of Mr & Mrs R S Forsyth, to 

cover a programme of archaeological work to be carried out as part of a development at 

Beauchamps, Wyddial, Hertfordshire. 

1.2 The planning permission for the development (ref: 3/14/0379/FP) has been granted by 

East Hertfordshire District Council (EHDC), subject to an archaeological condition issued 

under the Department of Communities and Local Government’s National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF): ). The extent of the present work was defined in correspondence from the 

Historic Environment Unit (HEU) of Hertfordshire County Council. A full specification for the 

investigation was contained in the Heritage Network’s approved Project Design, dated June 

2014 (Ashworth 2014). 

1.3 The study area lies approximately 1km to the east of the historic core of wyddial. The 

site is situated at Beauchamps and centred on NGR TL 38216 31399. (Figure 1). It lies within 

Area of Archaeological Significance No. 10, which notes that Beauchamps is a moated site, 

recorded in the Domesday Survey of 1086 as Alfledauuicha. A previous desk-based 

archaeological assessment has identified a high risk of encountering features and finds of 

medieval and later date during development groundworks at Beauchamps (Ashworth 2010a). 

1.4 The aim of the present project has been to consider the location, extent, date, character, 

condition, significance and quality of any remains which were liable to be threatened by the 

development, and the establishment of a local and regional archaeological and historical 

context for them, if they were discovered, in accordance with the current published local and 

regional research agenda (Glazebrook 1997; Brown and Glazebrook 2000; Medlycott 2011). 

1.5 It was considered that the investigation had the potential to contribute to a greater 

understanding of the development of moated manorial sites from the medieval period onwards.  

1.6 The development comprised the demolition of an existing garage and the construction 

of its replacement on the same footprint by a new garage/workshop with an office above. 
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2. Fieldwork 

SITE TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY 

2.1 The site lies to the south-east of the main house on a ridge of higher ground 

overlooking the valleys of the River Quin to the east and the River Rib to the west, at 

approximately 128mAOD. 

2.2 Locally the soils belong to the Hanslope Association (411d) and are described as:  

‘Slowly permeable calcareous clayey soils. Some slowly permeable non-calcareous clayey 

soils. Slight risk of water erosion.’ (SSEW 1983). 

2.3 The underlying solid geology consists of chalk Chalk formed in the Cretaceous Period. 

of the Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation and Seaford Chalk Formation, overlain by glacially 

deposited diamicton till formed in the Quaternary Period. (www.bgs.ac.uk/opengeoscience). 

2.4 The geology of the stream valley to the west consists of chalk overlain by Head deposits 

of clay, silt and gravel, formed by material accumulated by down slope movements. 

METHODOLOGY

2.5 The fieldwork involved a series of site visits to observe the groundworks for the new 

building. This involved the excavation of new footings and a service trench.  

2.6 The excavation of both the footings for the new garage and the service trench was 

undertaken using a tracked 360
0
 excavator, fitted with a toothless ditching bucket. 

2.7 All potential archaeological features and deposits were sampled to ascertain their nature, 

depth, date, and quality of preservation. 

2.8 All identified contexts were photographed and recorded using the appropriate pro 

forma. Scaled plans and sections were drawn on pro forma sheets, at scales of 1: 50, 1:20 and 

1:10. 

2.9 Spoil from the various stages of the groundworks was inspected for archaeological 

artefacts. 

2.10 All recording work was carried out in accordance with the approved project design, 

current health and safety legislation, and both IfA and ALGAO standards. 

MONITORING AND RECORDING 

2.11 The development involved a programme of archaeological monitoring and recording on 

groundworks for a new garage and workshop, constructed on the same footprint as the 

existing garage, erected between 1960 and 1977, which was demolished as part of this 

development. (Figure 2). 

2.12 The former garage had been surrounded by hard standing, which extended to the south 

of the building, with a grass lawn to the east and south. A driveway defined the site to the 

north and west.  

2.13 The groundworks for the present project involved the monitoring of the excavation of a 

new service trench and the excavation of the footings for the new structure. 
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Service Trench  

2.14 A new service trench, aligned broadly east – west, was excavated to the south-east of 

the new garage within the grassed area and across the backfilled southern end of the moat 

(Figure 3). This measured 12.5m in length, 0.30m in width and reached a maximum depth of 

c.0.60m. The stratigraphy revealed in the sections comprised layer of very dark greyish brown 

(10YR 3/2) clayey silt topsoil, [101] c.0.20m thick, overlying a light olive brown (2.5Y 5/3) 

clayey silt subsoil, [102].  

2.15 Two dumped deposits, interpreted as part of the backfill of the moat, were recorded 

below the subsoil in this trench. Context (103), a reddish brown (2.5YR 5/8) clayey silt with 

frequent brick and lime mortar fragments, was encountered at the western end of the trench. 

Its exposed area measured 1.65m in length and 0.10m in depth.  

2.16 Context (104), a dark grey (5Y 3/1) clayey sandy silt with some chalk fragments and 

unburnt coal inclusions, was observed towards the eastern end of the trench (Figure 4, Section 

2). It measured over 1m in length and 0.07m in depth. Late post-medieval tile fragments were 

noted within this context. 

2.17 No other features, deposits or finds were encountered in this trench. 

Footings 

2.18 The footings trenches measured 0.60m in width and between 1.20 and 1.60m in depth 

(Figure 3).  

2.19 Within the footprint of the former garage the trench sections consisted of a complex 

series of layers of disturbed made ground.  

2.20 A pad foundation located along the northern edge the new footprint revealed a layer of 

tarmac over a thin layer of concrete (Figure 4, Section 4). Below this was a layer of silty loose 

brick fragments, 0.26m in depth, overlying a layer of sand, (207), 0.10m in depth. Beneath 

these modern layers was (208), a probable yard surface, 0.08m in depth, comprising dark 

greyish brown (10YR 4/2) rounded flint cobbles in sandy silt. Below this was a probable 

bedding layer of redeposited natural (209), comprising light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) sandy 

clay silt, 0.10m in depth, containing frequent brick and tile fragments. Beneath this was a light 

yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) sandy silt layer, (210), 0.14m in depth, with sub-angular flint 

inclusions, which in turn overlaid (211), a yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) clay silt layer, 0.06m in 

depth, with post medieval brick and CBM fragments and sub-angular flint inclusions. This layer 

was above the natural clay, which was encountered at a depth of 0.90m from the surface.  

2.21 The stratigraphy to the south of the footprint of the former garage showed less 

disturbance and consisted of (201) a dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) sandy clay topsoil, 0.10m 

in depth, above a series of three layers (212-214) overlying the natural clay. These layers were 

similar in nature, consisting of light greyish / yellowish brown (10YR 6/2) clay silt, between 

0.10m and 0.20m in depth, with frequent sub-angular flints. The lowest layer (214) also 

contained post medieval debris similar to (211) which included post medieval brick and CBM 

fragments.  
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2.22 The only cut feature was observed in the south-western corner of the new garage 

(Figure 3). This lay below a modern backfill layer, (202), which comprised light yellowish 

brown (10YR 6/4) sandy clay, 0.80m in depth, containing frequent brick rubble (Figure 4, 

Section 3). 

2.23 Cut [205] consisted of a steep-sided feature, [205], cut into the natural clay, with the 

base beyond limits of excavation. This feature, which may represent a robbed out foundation 

trench, appeared to be aligned NNE-SSW, and was located in the northern half of the eastern 

footings trench. It contained two fills (203) and (204). The upper fill, (203), comprised a 

yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) sandy silt, 0.24m in depth, containing brick fragments and sub-

angular flint inclusions. The lower fill, (204), consisted of dark yellowish brown (10YR 4/4) 

silty clay, over 0.40m in depth, which extended below the base of the trench. No finds were 

recovered from this fill.  

2.24 Groundwater was present in the base of the south eastern footings, to a depth of 

approximately 0.10m. 

2.25 The natural yellowish brown (10YR 7/6) clay with chalk fragments and sub-angular flint 

inclusions, (206), was observed in all the trenches at a depth of between 0.60m and 0.90m. 

2.26 ARTEFACTS AND ECOFACTS 

2.27 Late post medieval and modern brick and CBM fragments, including 20
th
 century glazed 

wall tile fragments were observed during the course of this work within the topsoil and upper 

fill of the moat (backfilled in the second half of the 20
th
 century). This material was not retained 

as it was redeposited and fragmentary in nature. 

2.28 No other artefacts or ecofacts were encountered during the current monitoring 

programme. 
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3. Discussion

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SETTING 

3.1 The present site lies in open countryside to the east of Wyddial. It formed part of the 

manorial site of Alfledauuicha, recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086.  

3.2 The manorial site at Beauchamps was moated (HER 4044). Ordnance Survey maps of 

late 19
th
 and early 20

th
 century date appear to show that it was a double moat, with a central 

arm and a second western arm which curves round to the south of the house. Only the north 

arm survives as a water-filled garden feature, the remainder of the moat has been infilled, with 

the southern continuation being backfilled between 1960 and 1977 (Ashworth 2010a, Figures 

6-7). The 19
th
 century farmstead was constructed across part of the southern arm. 

3.3 The present house at Beauchamps (HER 15904) is thought to have been built in the 

1650s by Ralph Baesh, using materials from the largely demolished Ardeley Place, which were 

given to him by his relative, Justinian Sherburne (Smith 1993, 215). The materials were 

presumably timber, but there is no clear evidence of re-used timbers in the structure (ibid). It is 

described as an unusually large version of the internal-chimney, lobby entrance plan (ibid). It 

has a ground plan of four rooms in line, with short wings to the north-east and north-west. The 

house was refronted in polychrome brick, probably in the 1860s. At the same time the internal 

stack was pierced to form an entrance hall and a corridor added to the north. 

3.4 Documentary evidence shows that the property was known by the name ‘Affledwick 

alias Beauchamps’ until the late 18
th
 century. In 1700, the estate consisted of the manor house 

and farm, together with meadow, pasture and woodland measuring about 300 acres situated in 

Layston, Anstey, Great Hormead and Wyddial. From 1726, it formed part of the Wyddial 

estate, having been sold by Charles Crowch to Francis Gulston of Wyddial Hall. 

3.5 Cartographic evidence shows that the original farmstead was located to the south-east 

of the house, but was moved to its current location between 1838 and 1877 (Ashworth 2010a, 

Figures 2–3). A range of early outbuildings, which stood between the moat and the house, 

remained until the mid-20
th
 century. They were presumably demolished at the time that the 

moat was infilled.  

Research Aims 

3.6 The aims of the investigation were: 

•••• to identify any remains that are liable to be threatened by the development and establish 

their location, depth, extent, date, character and condition; 

•••• to consider the local and regional archaeological and historical context of such remains, 

and their significance and quality, in relation to the current published regional research 

agenda (Glazebrook 1997, Brown and Glazebrook 2000, Medlycott 2011); 

•••• to ensure that an appropriate strategy for the mitigation of damage or destruction of 

such remains by the development is adopted. 

3.7 It is considered that the investigation had the potential to contribute to a greater 

understanding of the development of moated manorial sites from the medieval period onwards. 
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COLLECTED DATA 

3.8 The stratigraphic sequence recorded during the groundworks consisted of layers of 

made ground, including redeposited natural clay with post medieval and modern brick and tile 

fragments, indicative of demolition debris. The natural clay was observed at depths of between 

0.60 and 0.90m from the modern surface. 

3.9 The cartographic evidence shows that the layout of the site changed little between the 

1870s and 1960 (Ashworth 2010a, Figures 3-6). As late as 1960, the OS mapping shows the 

eastern arm of the moat still extending southwards beyond the present site. The study area lay 

across the southern end of an ‘L’ shaped range of outbuildings, extending from the north-

eastern corner of the house and sited right on the western edge of the moat (Figure 5). By 

1977 the southern end of the moat had been backfilled.  

3.10 Evidence for a possible cobbled surface, (208), was observed at a depth of 0.50m from 

the surface in the northern edge of the new footings. This surface appears to represent a yard 

associated with the post medieval ‘L’ shaped range of buildings that crossed the site. This layer 

was not observed across the site and may have been removed elsewhere by later activity 

(Figure 5). 

3.11 The only cut feature observed during the course of the monitoring was identified in the 

eastern footings trench (Figure 3). This was on a similar alignment to the range of buildings 

demolished in the latter half of the 20
th
 century. The base of the cut was not observed as it 

extended beyond the limits of the footings, but groundwater did appear in the trench at this 

point. Two fills, (203) and (204), were recorded within the feature. The upper fill (203) 

contained post-medieval / modern demolition debris. It is unclear whether this feature 

represents either the western edge of the backfilled moat or, more probably, a robbed out 

foundation trench.   

3.12 It is likely that any potential archaeological remains in this area have been disturbed 

prior to the present work. The site has clearly been subject to significant disturbance, including 

the demolition of the former outbuildings, the backfilling of the moat and the construction of 

the former garage and the present driveway between 1960 and 1977. The evidence comes from 

the observed stratigraphy, with demolition debris identified at the base of extensive layers of 

made ground directly above the natural clay. 

3.13 The narrow service trench was located within the area of the former moat. No evidence 

for the moat was observed within this narrow excavation. The stratigraphy observed within this 

element of the monitoring was consistent with modern backfill. 

CONCLUSIONS 

3.14 It was considered that the investigation had the potential to contribute to a greater 

understanding of the origins and development of medieval and later settlement of Beauchamps 

and its moat. The monitoring of the groundworks for the present project revealed a disturbed 

stratigraphy consisting of layers of made ground and demolition material overlying the natural 

clay. 
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3.15 A linear cut, [205], was identified on the eastern side of the site. This feature is likely to 

represent a robbed out foundation trench, relating to the former outbuildings that occupied the 

site until the mid 20
th
 century. 

3.16 A service trench was excavated within the line of the backfilled moat, but only revealed 

the upper layers of modern backfill. 

3.17 The observations made during the present project support the cartographic evidence, 

which shows that site was located at the southern end of a range of outbuildings which stood 

until at least 1960. These were demolished between 1960 and 1977. By 1977, the southern end 

of the moat had been backfilled and the former garage constructed 

Confidence Rating

3.18 Conditions on site were generally acceptable for the identification and recording of any 

potential archaeological remains, and as such there are no circumstances which would lead to a 

confidence rating for the work which was less than high. 
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4. Schedule of site visits 

Date Staff Hours Comments

22/07/2014 RGD 8 Monitoring of ground preparation 

23/07/2014 RGD 8.5 Monitoring of  service trench and footings 

25/07/2014 RGD 12 Monitoring of  footings 
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6. Illustrations 

 Figure 1 ................................................................................ .Site location

 Figure 2 .................................................................................... Site layout

 Figure 3 .......................................................................... Areas Monitored 

 Figure 4 ....................................................................................... Sections 

 Figure 5 ................................................. Site located on the 1921 OS map 

 Plate 1 ...................................................................... Section 4, looking N 

 Plate 2 ...................................................................... Section 5, looking N 

 Plate 3 ..................................................................... Cut [205], looking W 

 Plate 4 ............................................................. Service trench, looking SE 
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Plate 1: Section 4, looking N

Plate 2: Section 5, looking N
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Plate 3: Cut [205], looking W

Plate 4: Service trench, looking SE
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Appendix 1 

Recorded Contexts  

Context Type Description 
Dimensions (m) 

Length Width Depth 

101 Layer 
 Service Trench - Dark greyish brown (10YR 3/2) 

clayey silt topsoil  
>12.5 >0.30 0.20 

102 Layer 

Service Trench – Light Olive brown (2.5YR 5/3) 

clayey silt with some small sub-angular flint 

inclusions. Subsoil 

>12.5 >0.30 >1.00 

103 Layer 

Service Trench – Reddish brown (2.5YR 5/8) 

clayey silt with frequent brick and lime mortar 

fragments.  

>1.65 0.30 >0.25 

104 Layer 

Service Trench – dark grey (5Y 3/1) clayey sandy 

silt with some chalk fragments and unburnt coal 

inclusions. Post med tile fragments also observed.

>1 9.30 >0.08 

201 Layer 
Footings – Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) sandy 

clay silt topsoil with sub-angular flint inclusions. 
>6.00 >1.00 0.04 

202 Layer 

Footings – Light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) 

sandy clay silt with frequent brick fragments, 

chalk flecks and sub-angular flint inclusions. 

>6.00 >0.60 0.76 

203 Fill 

Footings – Yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) sandy silt 

with brick fragments and sub-angular flint 

inclusions. Upper fill of [205] 

>3.20 >1.00 0.22 

204 Fill 
Footings – Dark yellowish brown (10YR 4/4) silty 

clay. Lower fill of [205] 
>2.40 >1.00 0.36 

205 Cut 

Footings – steep sided cut observed in the eastern 

side of footings, base beyond limits of excavation. 

Contains fill (203) and (204). Possible robber 

trench. 

>3.20 >1.00 >0.70 

206 Layer 

Footings – Yellowish brown (10YR 7/6) clay with 

chalk fragments and sub-angular flint inclusions. 

Natural 

>6.00 >0.60 >0.50 

207 Layer Footings – Pale yellowish brown (10YR 7/4) sand. >1.20 >1.00 0.12 

208 Layer 

Footings – Dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) 

rounded flint cobbles in sandy silt. Cobble yard 

surface 

>1.00 >1.10 0.08 

209 Layer 

Footings – Light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) 

sandy clay silt with frequent brick and tile 

fragments, and chalk fleck inclusions. 

>1.10 >0.15 0.14 

210 Layer 
Footings – Light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) 

sandy silt with sub-angular flint inclusions. 
>1.10 >1.00 0.16 

211 Layer 

Footings – Yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) clay silt 

with brick and CBM fragments and sub-angular 

flint inclusions. 

>1.10 >0.70 0.08 

212 Layer 
Footings – Light greyish brown (10YR 6/2) Clay 

silt and frequent sub-angular flints.  
>1.00 >0.60 0.10 

213 Layer 
Footings – yellowish brown (10YR 6/6) sandy 

clay silt and frequent sub-angular flints. 
>1.00 >0.60 0.10 

214 Layer 

Footings –  Pale yellowish brown (10YR 7/3) clay  

silt with brick, tile and chalk fragments, and sub-

angular flint inclusions. 

>1.00 >0.60 0.20 
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Appendix 2 

OASIS Data form 

OASIS ID: heritage1- 181937

Project details 

Project name Beauchamps, Wyddial, Hertfordshire 

Short description of 

the project 

In response to a planning condition on the demolition of an existing garage 

and its replacement on the same footprint by a new garage/workshop with an 

office at Beauchamps, Wyddial, Hertfordshire, the Heritage Network was 

commissioned by the owner to undertake a programme of archaeological 

monitoring of the groundworks. 

The monitoring the groundworks for the new garage revealed a disturbed 

stratigraphy consisting of layers of made ground and demolition material 

overlying natural clay.  

A single cut feature, [205], was identified on the eastern side of the site 

[205]. This extended beyond the depth of the footings trench and is likely to 

represent the footings to a range of now demolished post-medieval 

outbuildings. A service trench was excavated within the line of the backfilled 

moat, but only revealed the upper layers of modern backfill. 

The observations made during the present project support the cartographic 

evidence, which shows that the site was located across the southern end of a 

range of outbuildings, which stood until at least 1960. These were 

demolished between 1960 and 1977. By 1977, the southern end of the moat 

had been backfilled and the former garage constructed. 

No earlier features, finds or deposits were observed during this project 

Project dates Start: 22-07-2014 End: 25-07-2014  

Previous/future work Yes / No  

Any associated 

project reference 

codes 

HN1145 - Contracting Unit No.  

Type of project Recording project  

Site status Local Authority Designated Archaeological Area  

Current Land use Other 5 - Garden  

Monument type Moat Post Medieval 

Monument type Robber trench Modern  

Significant Finds None None 

Investigation type ''Watching Brief''  

Prompt Planning condition 

Project location 

Country England 

Site location 
HERTFORDSHIRE EAST HERTFORDSHIRE WYDDIAL Beauchamps, 

replacement garage 

Postcode SG9 0EP 

Study area 95 Square metres  

Site coordinates 

NGR - TL 38216 31399 

LL - 51.9634157119 0.011981638317 (decimal) 

LL - 51 57 48 N 000 00 43 E (degrees) 

Point  
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Project creators 

Name of 

Organisation 
Heritage Network  

Project brief 

originator 
Local Authority Archaeologist and/or Planning Authority/advisory body  

Project design 

originator 
Chris Turner  

Project 

director/manager 
David Hillelson  

Project supervisor Robin Densem  

Type of 

sponsor/funding body
Landowner  

Project archives 

Physical Archive 

Exists? 
No  

Digital Archive 

recipient 
Hertford Museum  

Digital Contents ''none''  

Digital Media 

available 
''Images raster / digital photography''  

Paper Archive 

recipient 
Hertford Museum  

Paper Contents ''none''  

Paper Media 

available 
''Context sheet'',''Diary'',''Plan'',''Report''  

Project bibliography 1 

Publication type 
Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript) 

Title Beauchamps, Wyddial, Herts: archaeological monitoring report 

Author(s)/Editor(s) Turner, C. 

Other bibliographic 

details 
Report no 880 

Date 2014  

Issuer or publisher Heritage Network  

Place of issue or 

publication 
Letchworth, Herts.  

Description A4 booklet, comb bound, green cover, 13 pages, 5 figures, 4 plates  




































































