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Introduction: 

In response to a planning condition on the redevelopment of land at the former Green Man Public House, 

Ickleford, Hertfordshire, SG5 3UX, the Heritage Network was commissioned by Pentangle Design, acting on 

behalf of Green Man Homes Ltd. & RAK Land Ltd. to undertake a programme of archaeological investigation. 

Planning permission for the development (15/03233/1) was granted by North Herts. District Council (NHDC), 

subject to a standard archaeological condition issued under the provisions set out in the Department of 

Communities and Local Government’s National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  A full specification for 

the work carried out is contained in the Heritage Network’s approved Project Design dated June 2016. 

Narrative:  

The site, centred on NGR TL 1820 3160, is located on the northern side of Arlesey Road, at its junction with 

Turnpike Lane (Figure 1). It lies within Archaeological Area 86 (AA86) on the draft North Hertfordshire 

District Local Plan. This covers a large area encompassing the medieval core of the village around St 

Katherine’s Church and Upper Green. The buildings on the frontage lie within the Ickleford Conservation 

Area, although the car park at the rear of the site lies outside. 

A desk-based archaeological assessment of the public house and adjoining car park has demonstrated that the 

site lies within an area of significant archaeological potential, with evidence of activity from the later 

prehistoric period onwards in the immediate vicinity (Ashworth 2016). The earliest known reference to the 

Green Man PH is dated 1788, and by the mid 19th century a blacksmith’s shop was attached to the public 

house. The original public house was completely demolished and rebuilt slightly closer to the road in 1970-71.  

Cartographic evidence has shown that the area of the car park was occupied by a garden in the north-western 

half and by the eastern end of a large field in the south-eastern half by 1771 (Ashworth 2016, Figure 4). 

Ordnance Survey maps of late 19th and 20th century date demonstrate that the present site remained 

undeveloped until it was converted to a car park after 1960.  
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The present investigation consisted of the excavation of two trial trenches which were focused on the footprints 

of the proposed new buildings in the area of the car park to the north-west of the  public house (Figure 2).  

Both trenches measured 15m in length by 1.8m in width, representing nearly 15% of the car park area. 

Trench 1 data: 

Length (m): 15 
Width 

(m): 
1.8 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
0.74 Orientation NW-SE 

Level at NW End of Trench 

(mOD) 

Top 54.74 
Level at SE End of Trench (mOD) 

Top 54.33 

Base 53.99 Base 53.75 

Context Type Description 
Dimensions (m) 

Length Width Depth 

- Overburden 

Tarmac over a sandy clay bedding layer with 

frequent gravel, over modern brick rubble 

hardcore. 

>15 >1.8 0.4 

- Layer 
Light olive brown (2.5YR 5/4) redeposited soft 

clay.  
>15 >1.8 0.1 

- Natural 
Yellow (2.5YR 8/6) friable clayey sand with occ. 

small-medium stone inclusions. 
>15 >1.8 >0.1 

Trench 1 was located in the western half of the site and was aligned northwest to southeast (Figure 2). The 

sections exposed a layer of made ground up to 0.4m thick, which consisted of a tarmac surface above a sandy 

clay and gravel bedding layer over modern brick rubble hardcore (Plate 1). This overlay a thin layer of light 

olive brown (2.5YR 5/4) redeposited soft clay. The natural substratum, consisting of a yellow (2.5YR 8/6) 

friable clayey sand with occasional small-medium stone inclusions, was revealed below the subsoil at a depth of 

0.50m (Plate 2).  

A modern land drain was observed crossing the eastern end of the trench on a northwest to southeast 

alignment. No other archaeological features, deposits or finds were revealed in Trench 1. 

Trench 2 data: 

Length (m): 15 
Width 

(m): 
1.8 

Maximum 

Depth (m): 
1 Orientation NE-SW 

Level at NE End of Trench 

(mOD) 

Top 54.50 
Level at SW End of Trench (mOD) 

Top 54.35 

Base 53.56 Base 53.58 

Context Type Description 
Dimensions (m) 

Length Width Depth 

- Overburden 

Mixed. Tarmac over sandy clay bedding layer 

with frequent gravel over modern brick rubble 

hardcore. 

>15 >1.8 0.5 

- Layer 
Light olive brown (2.5YR 5/4) redeposited soft 

clay.  
>15 >1.8 0.2 

 Natural 
Yellow (2.5YR 8/6) friable clayey sand with occ. 

small-medium stone inclusions. 
>15 >1.8 >0.1 

Trench 2 was located in the eastern half of the site and was aligned northeast to southwest (Figure 2, Plate 3). 

The sections exposed an identical stratigraphy to that recorded in Trench 1 (Plate 4). 

No archaeological features, deposits or finds were revealed in Trench 2.  

Discussion: 

The excavated trial trenches demonstrated a substantial amount of modern made ground which directly overlay 

the natural clayey sand natural. It appears that the original topsoil was completely removed and the entire site 

infilled with modern levelling deposits, as bedding layers for the pub car park. 

No archaeological features, deposits or finds were encountered during the course of the investigation. No 

information was gained that would be considered to contribute to the research aims for the evaluation as 

defined in the approved Project Design. On this basis, the risk that the proposed development might disturb 

archaeological remains of any significance may be considered to be Low for all periods. 
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Illustrations: 

Figure 1 Site Location 

Figure 2 Trench Layout 

 

Plate 1 Trench 1, looking west  

Plate 2 Trench 1 section, looking north 

Plate 3 Trench 2, looking north 

Plate 4 Trench 2 section, looking west 
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Trench layout
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Plate 1: Trench 1 looking west

Plate 2: Trench 1 section looking north

The Green Man PH, Arlesey Road,
Ickleford, Herts.
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Plate 3: Trench 2 looking north

Plate 4: Trench 2 section looking west

The Green Man PH, Arlesey Road,
Ickleford, Herts. 












