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Introduction: 

In response to a planning condition on the construction of a single storey extension to the rear of 56b Park 
Road, Ware, Hertfordshire (Figure 1), the Heritage Network was commissioned by the landowner to undertake 
a programme of archaeological monitoring on the development groundworks. Planning permission for the 
development (3/15/1745/HH) was granted by East Herts District Council (EHDC), subject to a standard 
archaeological condition issued under the provisions set out in the Department of Communities and Local 
Government’s National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  A full specification for the work carried out is 
contained in the Heritage Network’s approved Project Design dated October 2016. 

Narrative:  

The site is located in the western half of Ware, 370m to the north of the River Lea Navigation and falls within 
an Area of Archaeological Significance no.117 (AAS117), as identified in the District Local Plan. It lies to the 
rear of a no.56b, a semi-detached house fronting the northern side of Park Road, centred on NGR TL 35239 
14607. 

The proposed development entailed the construction of a single storey extension to the rear of the house (Figure 
2). The present investigation involved the monitoring of the groundworks associated with the development 
(Plate 1). 

Footing Trenches  

Groundworks for the proposed extension involved the excavation of three footing trenches (Figure 2, Plate 2), 
in a ‘u’ shape extending north from the rear of the existing building. The excavation was undertaken by a 3-
tonne tracked, 360-degree excavator, fitted with a 0.55m toothed bucket. The eastern and western trenches 
measured 2.6m in length and the northern trench measured 6m in length. All trenches were 0.6m in width and 
were excavated to a maximum depth of 1.1m.  
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The sections in all three trenches revealed the same stratigraphy, consisting of a light greyish brown, loose, 
silty clay, 0.3m in depth,  containing frequent small stones and concrete fragments, interpreted as a make-up 
layer for the existing patio, which overlay above a dark brown, wet sandy clay, 0.7m thick, containing frequent 
gravel and very rare tile inclusions (Figure 3, Plate 3). Below this was a subsoil of mid brown wet sandy clay, 
over 0.1m thick, containing moderate sub-angular flint. The natural substrate was not reached in any of the 
trenches. 

A modern ceramic service pipe was encountered at the southern end of both the eastern and western trenches.   

No archaeological features, deposits or finds were revealed in the trenches. 

Discussion: 

The monitoring of the development groundworks at 56b Park Road, Ware, revealed a stratigraphic sequence 
consisting of a layer of modern made ground below the existing patio, above a thick deposit of sandy clay, 
containing very rare tile fragments. This directly overlay a buried subsoil.  

Cartographic evidence shows that the pair of semi-detached houses had been constructed by 1880, possibly as a 
single large dwelling for the owner of the malthouse immediately to the east (www.old-maps.co.uk – not 
illustrated). The grounds of the house extended to the north and west. The modern dwellings to the west were 
built between 1938 and 1950.  

The lack of a topsoil on the site suggests some ground disturbance, probably in the recent past. This may 
represent the reduction and levelling of the ground prior to the construction of the former patio.  

No archaeological features, deposits or finds were encountered during the course of the present investigation 
and no evidence for activity pre-dating the modern period was noted. No information was gained that could be 
considered to contribute to the research aims for the project, as defined in the approved Project Design. On this 
basis, the risk that the proposed development might disturb archaeological remains of any significance may be 
considered to be Low for all periods. 

 

Illustrations: 

Figure 1 Site location 
Figure 2 Site layout 
Figure 3 Indicative section 
 
Plate 1 Development site, looking S 
Plate 2 Footing trenches, looking SE 
Plate 3 Indicative section, looking N 
 
 
 
 
Daniel Phillips, BA (Hons) ACIfA 
March 2017 
 

http://www.old-maps.co.uk/
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Site layout
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Plate 1: Development site, looking S

Plate 2: Footing trenches, looking SE
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Plate 3: Indicative section, looking N








