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Summary

Site name and address: The Garden House, Tewin Water, Welwyn, AL6 0AB

County: Hertfordshire District: East Herts

Village/town: Tewin Parish: Tewin

Planning reference: 3/14/1792/FP NGR: TL 25575 14655

Client name and address: Mr & Mrs R Hennis, The Garden House, Tewin Water, Welwyn, AL6 0AB

Nature of work: New garage and Former land use: Garden
associated parking

Site status: Area of archaeo- Reason for investigation: |Direction of Local Planning
logical significance Authority (NPPF)
234 (AAS234)

Position in planning process: |As a condition (post- |Project brief originator: |Local authority
determination)

Size of affected area: ¢.209m’ Size of area investigated: ¢.209m’

Site Code: HN1307 HER no. 207/16

| Organisation: Heritage Network Site Director: David Hillelson

Project type, methods etc.: Monitoring Archive recipient: Hertford Museum

Start of work 09/12/2016 Finish of work 13/12/2016

Related HER Nos: None Periods represented: None

QOasis UID heritage1-265853 Significant finds: None

Monument types: None

Physical archive: None

Previous summaries/reports: |n/a

C:\Documents and Settings\user\Local Settings\Temp\SolidDocuments\pid_2764\SolidPDFCreatorPlus\HN1307_Report.A.doc

Page i
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Synopsis:

In response to a condition on the planning consent for the construction of a new garage and associated hardstanding
at the rear of Garden House, Tewin Water, Hertfordshire, the Heritage Network was commissioned by the owners
to undertake a programme of archaeological monitoring of the groundworks.

It was considered that the present investigation had the potential to contribute to a greater understanding of the
origins and development of Tewin from the prehistoric period onwards, with particular emphasis on evidence for
Neolithic/Bronze age activity, as seen in previous work immediately to the south of site.

The works involved the monitoring of tree root removal, ground reduction across the footprint of the development
and the excavation of footings trenches. The trench sections revealed topsoil above a clean subsoil, which overlay
the natural substratum.

Despite the demonstrated potential of the site, no features, deposits or finds of archaeological significance were
encountered in the course of this project. This is likely to be due to the limited scale and impact of the development
groundworks.
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1. Introduction

1.1 This report has been prepared at the request of Mr & Mrs R Hennis, to cover a
programme of archaeological work carried out as part of a development at Garden House,
Tewin Water, Tewin, Hertfordshire.

1.2 Planning permission for the development (ref: 3/14/1729/FP) has been granted by East
Herts District Council (EHDC), subject to a standard archaeological condition issued under the
provisions set out in the Department of Communities and Local Government’s National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). A full specification for the work is contained in the
Heritage Network’s approved Project Design, dated October 2016 (Turner 2016).

1.3 Garden House lies 70m to the north of Tewin Water House (HER 13623), within a
registered historic park and garden (HER 7342), centred on NGR TL 25620 14626. The river
Mimram runs 137m to the south of the site. Previous archaeological work in the vicinity has
encountered a large assemblage of prehistoric flints (HER 9787).

1.4 The proposed development entails the construction of a new garage, conversion of an
existing outbuilding, a single storey link building and double storey extension to the rear of the
existing building, with associated services and landscaping. Only the new garage and its
associated parking and access are the concern of the present project.

1.5 The aims of the present investigation have been to establish the location, depth, extent,
date, character and condition of any remains that might have been threatened by the
development; to consider the local and regional archaeological and historical context of such
remains, and their significance and quality, in relation to current published regional research;
and, to ensure that an appropriate strategy for the mitigation of damage or destruction of such
remains by the development was adopted.

1.6 It was considered that the investigation had the potential to contribute to an
understanding of the origins and development of Tewin Water from the prehistoric period
onwards; activity close to the course of the River Mimram from the prehistoric period onwards;
the development of the rural settlement in medieval and post-medieval periods and of country
parks and gardens during the post-medieval period.

1.7 This report presents the data collected in the course of the archaeological fieldwork, and
the conclusions that can be drawn from it. Together with the deposition of the project archive
with Hertford Museum, it completes the process described in the approved Project Design and
will allow Condition 2 of the planning consent to be discharged, subject to the agreement of the
LPA.

C:\Documents and Settings\user\Local Settings\Temp\SolidDocuments\pid_2764\SolidPDFCreatorPlus\HN1307_Report.A.doc

Page 1



Garden House, Tewin Water, Herts. Archaeological Monitoring

2. Fieldwork

SITE TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

2.1 The development site lies immediately to the north of the river Mimram, within the
grounds of the 18" century house called Tewin Water, centred on NGR TL 25575 14655. The
estate has since been sub-divided into individual dwellings and the present site forms part of
the garden of one of these. The land slopes gently down from the north-east to the south-west.

2.2 Locally the soils belong to the Ludford Association (571x) and are described as:

‘Deep well drained fine loamy, coarse loamy and sandy soils, locally flinty and in places
over gravel. Slight risk of water erosion’ (SSEW 1983).

2.3 The underlying solid geology consists of chalk of the Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation
and Seaford Chalk Formation (undifferentiated) (British Geological Survey).

METHODOLOGY

2.4 The fieldwork involved a series of site visits to monitor the removal of several trees on
the site, ground reduction and the excavation of footing trenches for the new development.

2.5 The excavations were undertaken under close archaeological supervision, using a 1.5
tonne tracked 360° mini-digger, fitted with toothed and toothless ditching buckets, as
required.

2.6 Spoil from the various stages of the groundworks was inspected for archaeological
artefacts.

2.7 All recording work was carried out in accordance with the approved Project Design,
current health and safety legislation, and guidance published by both CIfA and ALGAO.

MONITORING AND RECORDING

2.8 The groundworks for the present project consisted of the removal of existing trees
across the footprint of the proposed development, ground reduction across the development
area and the excavation of footings trenches for the new garage (Figure 2).

Tree removal

2.9 The trees having been cut down previously, the removal of several tree boles,
occupying the footprint of the new garage and its access, was monitored. In places the subsoil
was exposed but this was not breached. No archaeological features, deposits or finds were
observed during this phase of work.

Ground reduction

2.10 The footprint of the new garage and its associated area of hardstanding, which
measured in total approximately 17m in length by 12.3m in width, was reduced in depth by
¢.0.2m. This work did not breach the subsoil and no archaeological features, deposits or finds
were observed.

Footings trenches

2.11 A ‘U’ shaped footings trench was excavated by machine along the north, south and
western sides of the planned new garage (Figure 2). The trench measured 0.45m in width and
0.75m in depth.
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2.12 The stratigraphy revealed in the trench sections comprised a layer of friable very dark

greyish brown (10YR 3/2) silty clay topsoil, with frequent rooting and occasional small sub-
rounded stone inclusions, 0.2m thick, above a friable strong brown (7.5YR 4/6) silty clay
subsoil with moderate small sub-rounded stone inclusions, 0.3m thick. This overlay the
natural substratum of compact yellow (10YR 7/8) silty sandy clay, which was encountered at a
depth of 0.5m below the existing ground level (Plate 4).

2.13 No archaeological features, deposits or finds were observed during this phase of work.
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3. Discussion

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SETTING

3.1 The site lies within an Area of Archaeological Significance (AAS 234), as designated in
the local plan, incorporating the 18" century country house known as Tewin Water, and the
surrounding ornamental gardens and parkland.

3.2 In order to establish the archaeological and historical context for the site, the overview
set out below has been drawn from the Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER), the
Heritage Network’s own records and other sources. The study area covers a 750m radius around
the site.

e A middle Bronze Age bucket urn burial was found in the gravel pit at Digswell
Water, 720m to the west (HER 644). Other prehistoric flints axes and spearheads
have also been recovered from the gravel pit (HER 4771).

e An evaluation immediately to the south of the present site, encountered a buried
soil horizon which contained a Neolithic/Bronze Age flint assemblage (HER
9787).

e Late Iron Age cemetery remains and pottery are known approximately 530m to
the south, the actual location is unclear (HER 162). 600m to the south of the site
is the remains of an Iron Age enclosure with pottery with a date range of about
AD 1-60 (HER 1142). A Romano-British corn dryer/kiln (HER 4244), was cut
into the enclosure, 615m to the south.

e Roman pottery was discovered in the gravel pit at Digswell Water 640m to the
west (HER 1569). A Roman wooden stylus was also found in a similar area
(HER 1886).

e Cropmarks representing the line of a historic road along the south side of the
river Mimram leading to Tewin Water House (HER 4466), lie 170m to the south;
the road was diverted by Humphrey Repton during his landscaping of the park in
the 1790s.

e The site lies within a late 18th century landscaped park (HER 7342). The
associated mansion, Tewin Water House (HER 13623), is also late 18th century
and is Grade II listed. It lies at the southern end of the existing range of buildings
on site. The house was enlarged towards the end of 19" century and was acquired
by a local farmer in 1946, who wrecked the grounds. In 1950 the house was
compulsorily purchased and became a school for the deaf, with new buildings
added in the 1960s and 1970s. The listing includes the coach house. An ice-house
is situated 90m to the north-east (HER 13624).

e 620m to the north-east is an area of undated cropmarks, which may represent pits
(HER 18396).

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

3.3 The aims of the present investigation have been to establish the location, depth, extent,
date, character and condition of any remains that might have been threatened by the
development; to consider the local and regional archaecological and historical context of such
remains, and their significance and quality, in relation to current published regional research;
and, to ensure that an appropriate strategy for the mitigation of damage or destruction of such
remains by the development was adopted.
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3.4 It was considered that the investigation had the potential to contribute to an
understanding of the origins and development of Tewin Water from the prehistoric period
onwards; activity close to the course of the River Mimram from the prehistoric period
onwards (particularly evidence of Neolithic/Bronze Age activity as encountered to the
immediate south of the site (HER 9787)); the development of the rural settlement in medieval
and post-medieval periods and of country parks and gardens during the post-medieval period.

CONCLUSIONS

3.5 Despite the demonstrated potential of the site, no features, deposits or finds of
archaeological significance were encountered in the course of this project. This is likely to be
due to the limited scale and impact of the development groundworks.

Confidence Rating

3.6 Conditions on site were generally acceptable for the identification and recording of any
potential archaeological remains, and as such there are no circumstances which would lead to
a confidence rating for the work which was less than High.
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4. Schedule of site visits

Date Staff Hours Comments
09/12/16 DP 5 Monitoring of tree removal and ground reduction
12/12/16 DP 6 Monitoring of footings for Extension
13/12/16 DP 4 Monitoring of footings for Extension
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6. lllustrations

FIGUIE L. .Site location
FIGUIE 2. e Site layout
Plate ©..ooooiieiieieeiee e Tree removal, looking south-west
Plate 2.......... Ground reduction in NW corner of garage plot, looking east
Plate 3 ..oooiiieeeeeees e Overall ground reduction, looking west
Plate 4....ccoveeiieiieieeieee Stratigraphy in footing trench, looking south
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Plate 2: Ground reduction in north-west corner of garage plot, looking east
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Plate 4: Stratigraphy in footing trench, looking south




Garden House, Tewin Water, Herts. Archaeological Monitoring

Appendix
OASIS Data form

| OASIS ID: heritagel- 265853 |
| Project details |

|Proj ect name ||Garden House, Tewin Water, Welwyn, Hertfordshire. |

at the rear of Garden House, Tewin Water, Hertfordshire, the Heritage Network was
commissioned by the owners to undertake a programme of archaeological monitoring
of the groundworks.

It was considered that the present investigation had the potential to contribute to a
greater understanding of the origins and development of Tewin from the prehistoric
period onwards, with particular emphasis on evidence for Neolithic/Bronze age
Shqrt description of the | ctivity, as seen in previous work immediately to the south of site.

project The works involved the monitoring of tree root removal, ground reduction across the
footprint of the development and the excavation of footings trenches. The trench

sections revealed topsoil above a clean subsoil, which overlay the natural substratum.

Despite the demonstrated potential of the site, no features, deposits or finds of]
archaeological significance were encountered in the course of this project. This is
likely to be due to the limited scale and impact of the development groundworks.

[Project dates ||Start: 09-12-2016 End: 13-12-2016 |
|Previous/future work ||No / No |

Any associated project
reference codes

HN1307 - Contracting Unit No.

|Type of project ||Monitoring |
|Site status ||Loca1 Authority Designated Archaeological Area |
|Current Land use ||Other 5 - Garden |
|Monument type ||None |
|Signiﬁcant Finds ||None |
|Investigation type ||""Watching Brief" |
|Prompt ||Direction from Local Planning Authority - NPPF |
| Project location |
|Country ||England |

HERTFORDSHIRE EAST HERTFORDSHIRE WELWYN, The Garden House,
Tewin Water

[Postcode |lAL6 0AB |
|Study area ||209 Square metres |

NGR - TL 525575 214655 LL - 51.816278 0.17739570 (decimal) LL - 51 52 13 N
000 12 58 E (degrees) Point

| Project creators |

Site location

Site coordinates

|Name of Organisation ||Heritage Network |

|Proj ect brief originator ||Loca1 Planning Authority (with/without advice from County/District Archaeologist) |

gll:iogjie;;tg?ign Heritage Network

|Proj ect director ||DaVid Hillelson |
|Proj ect supervisor ||Danie1 Phillips |
|Funding body ||Landowner |
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| Project archives |

Physical Archive

Exists? No

Dlglt?.l Archive OASIS/ADS
recipient

|Digital Media available”"lmages raster / digital photography" /Report Text
|Paper Archive Exisits? ||No
| Project bibliography 1

|Publicati0n type ||Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript)

|Title ||Garden House, Tewin Water, Herts.

|Author(s)/Editor(s)  ||Sycamore, M.

dOetg?{Sbibliographic Report 1036

[Date 2016 |
|Issuer or publisher ||Heritage Network |
Il;liifc(;tfi(i)slfue or Letchworth Garden City

|Description ||A4 booklet, green cover, comb bound, 10 text pages, 2 figures, 4 plates |
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