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Summary
Site name and addr ess. 112 Butterfield Green Road, Luton, Bedfordshire
County: Bedfordshire Digtrict: Luton
Village/town: Luton Parish: Luton
Planning reference: 06/431/FUL NGR: TL 1034 248
Client name and address. Conack Homes Ltd, The Liveries, Forge Mews, 14-h&ICh Street,
Rickmansworth, Herts
Nature of work: New Dwelling Former land use: Garden
Site status: n/a Reason for invegtigation: |Direction of local planning
authority (PPG 1t
Pasition in planning process: | After full Project brief originator: |Local Authority
determination (as a
condition’
Size of affected ar ea: c.446n7 Size of areainvestigated: |c.446nt
Site Code: HN 652 Other reference: Accession no 2007/134
Organisation: Heritage Network |[Site Director: David Hillelson
Project type, methods etc.: Monitoring Archiverecipient: Luton Museum
Start of work 24/04/200 Finish of work 09/05/200
Related SMR Nos: n/a Periods r epresented: Modern
OasisUID Heritage-27052 Significant finds: None
M onument types: None
Physical archive: None
Previous summariesreports. |None
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Synopsis.

In reponse to a condition on the planning permissiontfi@ construction of a new dwelling at 112 Buttsd
Green Road, Luton, Beds, the Heritage Network wamnaissioned by Conack Homes Ltd to undertake
archaeological monitoring of the development grauorits.

The monitoring of the groundworks revealed no aeohagical features, deposits, or artefacts.
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1.Introduction

1.1 This report has been prepared at the requestoobck Homes Ltd, as part of the
archaeological monitoring and recording of develeptmworks at 112 Butterfield Green Road,
Bedfordshire.

1.2 The investigation is a requirement of the plannoamsent granted by Luton Borough
Council (LBC), under the provisions set out in llag Policy Guidance Note No.16 (PPG16) on
Archaeology and Planning (DoE 1990), for the caretton of a new dwelling (ref. 06/431/FUL).
The extent of the work was defined inBaief for Archaeological Monitoring and Recording
prepared by the Heritage and Environment SectioBexffordshire County Council acting as
archaeological advisers to the LBC (ref. LAM 25807). A full specification of the work was
contained in the Heritage Network’s approWrdject Design, dated February 2007.

1.3 The site is located to the north-east of the ptesere of Luton, c. 1.6 km to the south-
east of Warden Hill and c. 500m to the west of Viade Cemetery. It is centred on NGR TL
1034 2489. On the basis of the known archaeologgrmhin the vicinity of the site, the County
Archaeological Officer (CAO) advised that archagadal monitoring of the groundworks
associated with the development should be undertakiad the recording and appropriate
investigation of any observed archaeological regbefore the development proceeds.

1.4 The aim of the investigation has been to identiiy eecord any archaeological features and
deposits which might have been uncovered; andtt@ve artefactual and ecofactual elements to
allow the date, character, and significance ofdite to be assessed in accordance with current
regional research agenda (Brown and Glazebrool))2@0bject to the limitations of reasonable
safety and practicality.

1.5 The present report describes the findings of thaitmong programme and is intended,
together with the deposition of the site archivenviuton Museum, to complete the requirements
of the planning condition.
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2. Fieldwork
SITE TOPOGRAPHY

2.1 The ground across the study area slopes gently dowards the south-east. The new
dwelling is located in part of the garden, on lam@ level of approximately 175mOD.

METHODOLOGY

2.2 The timetable for the fieldwork followed the clismggroundwork schedule. A number of
site visits were made to supervise the excavatidoumdation and drainage trenches.

2.3 The machining was undertaken using a mini-diggéediwith either a toothless ditching
bucket or a toothed bucket, as required.

2.4 All work was carried out in accordance with the rmwed Project Design, current health
and safety legislation, and both IFA and ALGAO sianals.

MONITORING AND RECORDING
Site stratigraphy

2.5 The stratigraphy was consistent across the sitecandisted of a crumbly, very dark grey
(10YR 3/1) silty clay layer of topsoil containingnaoderate amount of stone inclusions. At the
southern end of the site this overlay a firm, \@ayk greyish brown (10YR 3/2) silty clay subsoil
which contained a moderate amount of stone inatgsi®elow this was a firm yellowish red
(5YR 5/8) silty clay natural which contained a made amount of chalk inclusions (Figures 1
and 2).

Ground reduction

2.6 The ground level was reduced by up to 0.45m adtwss$ootprint of the new building to
remove the topsoil. This was not conducted undenaological supervision due to an oversight
on the part of the clients groundworkers.

2.7 A walk over the site at this stage, and examinatadnthe topsoil, revealed no
archaeological features, deposits or artefacts.

Footingstrenches

2.8 A series of footings trenches were excavated fer new dwelling (Figure 2). These
measured approximately 0.90m wide by up to 2.25mpdeé\ further three pads were also
excavated for a car port. These measured appraetin@Bm square and 1.5m deep.

2.9 No archaeological features, deposits, or artefaetie revealed during this stage of the
groundworks.
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Drainage trenches

2.10 A single drainage trench and a man-hole pit wegaeated for the new dwelling (Figure
2). The drainage trench was excavated to the natlasawhile the man-hole pit was 1.9m deep.
These cut through a 0.35m thick layer of the pneslp observed topsoil overlying 0.15m of the
subsoil. No archaeological remains were observed.
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3.Discussion

3.1 An examination of the County Historic Environmergd@rd shows that the development
area lies within a landscape that is rich in ewi#enf Roman and prehistoric occupation. The
Icknield Way and the Edeway run to the north of plneposed development and a number of
ritual and burial monuments of the early prehistqreriod are also within the landscape. The
majority of the known remains are located to thatls@nd east of Butterfield Green.

3.2 Amateur field walking to the north of the curreiteswithin the area around Whitehill
Farm c. 600m north-east, identified a number ofgygtand flint scatters (HER 15528 and HER
15847). Prehistoric flints have also been recovered3 km to the north-west (HER 16167) and
c. 1.9 km to the south-east (HER 17760), whileahgrhotographs taken by the RAF have
identified Iron Age occupation c. 300m to the so(HER 13417). An Iron Age coin has been
recovered c. 800m to the south (HER 356).

3.3 Roman activity is known in the area, as identif®dthe recovery of Roman pottery and
tile c. 1.8km (HER 11297) and c. 600m to the sq#tER 15528), and c.1.8km to the north
(HER 15826). Roman coins have also been recovered7&m to the south (HER 1983).
Evaluation of a site at Park Street, c. 1.9 kmh® $outh east, identified a possible Romano-
British rubbish pit or shallow ditch (HER 17760).

3.4 Medieval activity is known at Butterfield Green asettlement remains may exist in the
area immediately adjacent (HER 12399). Further evadlisettlement has been identified c. 700m
to the south of the site at Swifts Green (HER 17G8% c. 1.3 km south (HER 17100). Hayes
Manor, located c. 300m to the south, is knownawehevolved from property belonging to the
De La Hayes family from the late 12entury (HER 10816).

3.5 An evaluation, fieldwalking and geophysical survewere carried out by Albion
Archaeology c. 200m to the south east of the agdin area. These identified a spread of
archaeological features, including pits and lindiszhes ranging in date from the Iron Age/Roman
to the Medieval/Post Medieval periods, suggestkey settlement activity (Pixley, 2005, 17).

3.6 Crop marks of unknown date have been identifie20Om (HER 3424) and c. 900m west
(HER 15509), c. 500m south west (HER 12418) and0m east (HER 12419). Earthworks
have been identified c. 600m to the south (HER 33l c. 800m north (HER 5474).

3.7 Approximately 600m (HER 12358) and 1.0 km south RHE2364) of the site the 1842
Tithe map identifies Dovehouse Close. This alsamtifles two greens, c. 1.0 km (HER 12400)
and c. 700m south-east (HER 12401) and a blacksmitbp c. 1.1 km south (HER 12404). A
brick and tile works, located c. 1.7 km to the $pus shown on maps dated to 1879 and 1924
and this probably operated until at least 1940 (HER1). First edition OS maps dated to 1887
show two chalk pits (HER 15511 and HER 15510) @.kin to the north.

3.8 The monitoring of the groundworks associated wit# tonstruction of the new dwelling
revealed no archaeological features, depositsrtefaats. The presence of a subsoil towards the

HN652\report Page 4



112 Butterfield Green Road, L uton, Beds. Archaeological Monitoring

southern side of the site may be the reason foshb#ower nature of the topsoil in this area. The
presence of concrete and brick in the topsoil cefléhe modern disturbance of this deposit.

Confidence Rating

3.9 During the course of the fieldwork, the conditiomgere generally good for the
identification of potential features and deposits] for their investigation.

3.10 With the exception of the lost opportunity to monithe ground reduction in the footprint
of the new building there are no circumstances lwiould lead to a confidence rating for the
work which was less than High.
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4.Schedule of site visits

Date Staff Hours Comments
24/04/07 MW 6 Site inspection
25/04/07 MW 5 Site inspection
26/04/07 MW 4 Site Inspection
27/04/07 GIS 6 Site Inspection
09/05/0° DGK 3 Site Inspectio
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6. lllustrations & Plates

FIQUIE L. e e e Site Locatio
FIQUIE 2 ..t Site Layo
Plate 1 ... Stratigraphy in footings trench
Plate 2 ... Stratigraphy in footings trench
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Figure 1

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey with the permission of the controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office, Licence no.AL52036A




1noAe| a)s

Z @2unbi4

00G:} d1eds

|
M
|

M : | Lo

" : _ -
M : _ / \ bl | CH m_,_sa/wuwiagiwi ______
| & i , % X I
jt / % m
[ I |
| E \
b 20 \ \
il g VoY
m ,.. ‘ .,.J /

CS9NH 'spag ‘uoinT ‘peoy usaio plaiLeung Zi | AT THOMLAN EOV LITEH HH.L




THE HERITAGE NETWORK LTD ([112 Butterfield Green Road, Luton, Beds.

Plate 2: Stratigraphy in footings trench (see Figure 2)




