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Site name and address: Church of St Mary the Virgin, Nevill Holt, Leics. LE16 8EG 

County: Leicestershire District: Harborough District 

Council 

Village/town: Nevill Holt Parish: Nevill Holt 

Planning reference: n/a NGR: SP 81643 93692 

Client name and address: Messenger Construction Ltd, The Messenger Centre, Crown Lane, Tinwell, 

Stamford, PE9 3UF 

Nature of work: Rainwater drainage Present land use: Church graveyard 

Site Status: Grade I listed building Reason for investigation: Ministry of Justice 

Dispensing Order 

Position in planning process: n/a Project brief originator: n/a 

Size of affected area: 15m² Size of area investigated: 15m² 

Site Code: HN1261 Other reference: n/a 

Organisation: Heritage Network Site Director: David Hillelson 

Project type, methods etc. Observation and 

Recording 

Archive Recipient: ADS/OASIS 

Start of work 22/08/2016 Finish of work 25/08/2016 

Related HER Nos: MLE16885 Periods represented: None 

Oasis UID: heritage1-271155 Significant finds: None 

Monument types: Church 

Physical archive: None 

Previous summaries/reports: None 

Narrative 

Background  

St Mary’s Church is a ‘closed church’ and is currently in private ownership. As such, the church, churchyard, and 

the burials associated with them, are protected by covenants enacted by the Church Commissioners under the 

Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011. An Amending Dispensing Order under S.78(4) of the above Measure was 

granted by the Ministry of Justice, allowing the temporary relaxation of the covenants governing the churchyard, 

and allowing drainage works to be carried out, having due regard to the risk of encountering human remains and 

ensuring provision for their re-interment. Directions for the re-interment of such remains in the churchyard were 

obtained from the Bishop of Leicester.  

The Heritage Network was commissioned by the contractors, Messenger Construction, to undertake an 

archaeological watching brief over the works to ensure that the provisions of the Amending Dispensing Order 

were met. A full specification for this archaeological monitoring is contained in the Heritage Network’s approved 

Project Design dated April 2016. 

The church and churchyard, centred at NGR SP 81643 93692, lie immediately to the north-east of Nevill Holt 

Hall, which has medieval origins (Figure 1, Plate 1). The stable courtyard for the hall adjoins the south-eastern 

corner of the churchyard. 

Results 

The works involved the monitoring of the excavation of a drainage trench and a soakaway on the north side of 

the church (Figure 2, Plate 2). A further trench on the southern side of the church, which was also to have been 

monitored, was excavated and backfilled by sub-contractors prior to the arrival on the site of the monitoring 

archaeologist. A proposal to re-open the trench, in order to meet the provisions set out in the approved Project 

Design, was turned down by the main contractors.  
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Northern drainage trench 

This trench ran along the northern elevation of the church (Figure 2). At the western end, between the north-west 

corner of the nave and the north-west corner of the north transept, the trench followed the church wall and 

measured 0.45m in width. It stepped out from the north elevation of the north transept by approximately 0.50m, 

at which point it also narrowed to 0.25m in width. It then followed the eastern side of the transept to meet the 

north wall of the chancel. 

The trench was excavated to a depth of 0.30m and revealed a mid-yellowish brown sandy silt, containing 

moderate stone and old mortar fragments derived from the earlier repointing of the walls (Plate 3). No grave cuts 

were encountered and no human bone, either articulated or disarticulated, was observed. 

The footings to the north wall of the nave and the west wall of the north transept were exposed, revealing coursed 

sandstone above larger stone blocks (Plate 4). These blocks were observed at the base of the trench only and 

were not fully exposed. 

Soakaway 

A soakaway, measuring 1.90m in length, 1.30m in width and 1.35m in depth, was located approximately 1.60m 

to the north-east of the north transept. The exposed sections revealed a brown silty sandy clay topsoil layer, 

approximately 0.25m in depth, above a reddish yellow silty sandy clay cemetery soil, approximately 1.10m in 

depth, which contained frequent large fragments of sandstone (Plate 5). The natural substrate was not 

encountered in the soakaway.  

Some fragments of disarticulated human bone were recovered from the cemetery soil, which were placed in the 

care of the sub-contractors for delivery to the Rector of the parish of Six Churches Circa Holt for re-interment. 

No other finds were recovered and no significant archaeological features or deposits were observed. 

The soakaway was served by a trench running south for approximately 1.50m before turning west for  

approximately 2m to join the trench excavated along the eastern side of the north transept. The trench, which  

measured 0.30m in width and 0.30m in depth, revealed only the topsoil layer (Plate 6). No finds were recovered 

and no significant archaeological features or deposits were observed.    

Conclusions 

St Mary’s Church is a Grade I listed building (NHLE ref. 191007) dating to between the 13
th
 and 15

th
 centuries. 

The North Transept is of late 13
th
 century date and the west tower was added in the 14

th
 century.  

The present project involved monitoring the groundworks for new drainage, though only the works on the north 

side of the church were seen. These works revealed the foundations for the north wall of the nave, which 

consisted of roughly coursed sandstone, which appeared to sit on larger stone blocks. The observed stratigraphy 

consisted of a layer of topsoil sealing a cemetery soil over 1m in depth, but no grave cuts or other significant 

features were encountered. The works to the south of the church were carried out by the sub-contractors without 

the benefit of archaeological monitoring. 

A small quantity of disarticulated human bone was recovered during the course of the monitored groundworks. 

This was collected and placed in the care of the sub-contractors for delivery to the Rector of the parish of Six 

Churches Circa Holt for re-interment.  

Illustrations 

Figure 1 Site Location 

Figure 2 Site Layout 
 

Plate 1 St Mary’s Church and the Hall, looking S 

Plate 2 St Mary’s Church, N elevation 

Plate 3 Trench along E side of N Transept, looking N 

Plate 4 Footings to N wall of church, looking S 

Plate 5 Soakaway, looking W 

Plate 6 Soakaway feeder trench, indicative section 
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Proposed drainage trench (not observed)



HN1261: St Mary's Church, Nevill Holt, Leicestershire

(c) The Heritage Network Ltd.

Plate 01 - St Mary's Church and the Hall, looking NE

Plate 02 - St Mary's Church, N elevation
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Plate 03 - Trench along E side of North Transept, looking N

Plate 04 - Footings to N wall of church, looking S
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Plate 05 - Soakaway, looking W

Plate 06 - Soakaway feeder trench, indicative section
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