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Introduction: 

In response to a condition on the planning consent for the construction of a new agricultural barn in a field to 

the rear of Red Brick Cottage, The Street, Kelshall, Hertfordshire, the Heritage Network was commissioned by 

the owners to undertake a programme of archaeological monitoring on the development groundworks. Planning 

permission for the development (17/00807/1) was granted by North Herts. District Council (NHDC), subject to 

standard archaeological condition issued under the provisions set out in the Department of Communities and 

Local Government’s National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). A full specification for the work carried out 

is contained in the Heritage Network’s approved Project Design, dated December 2017. 

Narrative:  

Red Brick Cottage is located to the south-east of the core of Kelshall village, and on the east side of The Street. 

The site lies in pasture to the rear of the cottage, centred on NGR TL 33250 36240. It falls within 

Archaeological Area 50 (AA50), as designated in the District Local Plan, which notes that Roman funerary 

activity (HER 1235) was discovered in the late 19th century, close to where the new barn is located. The site 

also lies within the bounds of the shrunken medieval village of Kelshall (HER 2709).  

The new agricultural barn is to be constructed on pad footings. The archaeological work involved the 

monitoring of a topsoil strip across the footprint of the building, and of the excavation of eight footing pits.  

Topsoil Strip 

The footprint of the new barn was reduced down to the top of the subsoil, using a 1 tonne tracked mini-digger 

fitted with a 0.6m wide ditching bucket, or a 0.6m wide toothed bucket where appropriate. No archaeological 

features, deposits or finds were revealed during this phase of the work (Figure 2, Plates 9 & 10). 

Footing pits 

Pad footings were excavated in eight places around the perimeter of the building footprint. The pits measured 

between 0.8m and 1.3m in length, 0.5m in width, and were excavated to a depth of between 0.65m and 0.8m. 

No archaeological features, deposits or finds were encountered during this phase of the work (Figures 2 & 3, 

Plates 1-8). 
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Discussion: 

The monitoring of the development groundworks to the rear of Red Brick Cottage, demonstrated a stratigraphic 

sequence consisting of dark greyish brown, soft silty clay with occasional brick fragments and organic material, 

between 0.2 and 0.3m in depth, overlying mid yellowish brown slightly silty clay subsoil. Below this was the 

natural substrate, which consisted of firm white chalk, and patches of light yellowish brown clay with frequent 

sub-rounded flints (Plates 1-8).   

No archaeological features, deposits or finds were encountered during the investigation, and no evidence for 

activity pre-dating the post-medieval period was noted. No information was gained that could be considered to 

contribute to the research aims for the project, as defined in the approved Project Design.  

Illustrations: 

Figure 1 Site location 

Figure 2 Site layout 

Figure 3 Foundation pit sections  

Plate 1 Pit 1, looking NE 

Plate 2 Pit 2, looking SW 

Plate 3 Pit 3, looking NE 

Plate 4 Pit 4, looking NE 

Plate 5 Pit 5, looking SW 

Plate 6 Pit 6, looking NE 

Plate 7 Pit 7, looking NE 

Plate 8 Pit 8, looking NE 

Plate 9 Building footprint following topsoil strip, looking SW 

Plate 10 Building footprint following topsoil strip, looking NE 

 

Greg Jones, BA (Hons) MA ACIfA 

December 2017 
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Figure 1

Site location and layout
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Figure 2

Site layout
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Plate 1: Pit 1, looking NE

Plate 2: Pit 2, looking SW

Red Brick Cottage, The Street, Kelshall
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Plate 3: Pit 3, looking NE

Plate 4: Pit 4, looking NE
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Plate 5: Pit 5, looking SW

Plate 6: Pit 6, looking NE
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Plate 7: Pit 7, looking NE

Plate 8: Pit 8, looking NE
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Plate 9: Building footprint following topsoil strip, looking SW

Plate 10: Building footprint following topsoil strip, looking NE
















