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34 WATTON ROAD 

Ware, Hertfordshire 
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Report No. 1085 

Site name and address: 34 Watton Road, Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 OAD 

County: Hertfordshire District: East Hertfordshire 

Village/town: Ware Parish: Ware 

Planning reference: 16/02259/1 NGR: TL 35353 14740 

Client name and address: Richard Joyce, 34 Watton Road, Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 OAD 

Nature of development: Side Extension Previous land use: Garden 

Site Status: Area of Archaeological 

Significance no.39 

(AAS39) 

Reason for 

investigation: 

Direction of local 

planning authority 

(NPPF) 

Position in planning process: After determination, as 

a condition  

Project brief originator: Local authority 

Size of affected area: c.175m² Size of area 

investigated: 

c. 22m² 

HN Ref: HN1369 HER consultation: 150/17 

Organisation: Heritage Network Site Director: David Hillelson 

Project type, methods etc. Monitoring Archive Recipient: Ware Museum 

Start of work 11/09/17 Finish of work 12/09/17 

Related HER Nos: None Periods represented: None 

Oasis UID: heritage1-293016 Significant finds: None 

Monument types: None 

Physical archive: None 

Previous summaries/reports: None 

Introduction: 

In response to a condition on the planning consent for construction of a side extension at 34 Watton Road, 

Ware, Hertfordshire, the Heritage Network was commissioned by the owner to undertake a programme of 

archaeological monitoring of the development groundworks. A full specification for the work carried out is 

contained in the Heritage Network’s approved Project Design, dated August 2017. 

Narrative:  

The site is located to the north-west of Ware town centre, approximately 425m to the north of the River Lea 

(Figure 1). The property fronts the northern side of Watton Road, centred on NGR TL 35353 14740, and is 

bounded by no.38 Watton Road to the west, by no.9 Canons Road to the north, and by no.32 Watton Road to 

the east.  

The site lies within Area of Archaeological Significance no.39 (AAS39), as identified in the District Local 

Plan, which notes that the site is approximately 40m to the east of the projected line of Ermine Street, the 

Roman road that runs between London and York (HER 9271). This road, and the associated crossing of the 

River Lea to the south of the site, has been a focus for activity from the Roman period onwards. 

The development entailed a part single storey/part two storey extension to the north-west side of the house 

(Figure 2). The foundation trenches were excavated by hand.  

The exposed stratigraphy was fairly uniform along the length of the trenches and consisted of a dark brownish 

grey, friable silty clay layer with heavy rooting, 0.5 -0.6m thick (Figure 3, Plates 2 - 4). This overlay a friable 

layer of mid-greyish brown sandy silty clay with frequent small rounded stones, c.0.4m thick. The natural 

substrate was not reached during the work.  

No archaeological features, deposits or finds were encountered during the project. 
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Discussion: 

The monitoring of the development groundworks at 34 Watton Road, Ware, demonstrated a stratigraphic 

sequence consisting of a mixed deposit of apparently made-ground directly overlying subsoil. This upper 

deposit is likely to have been laid down at the time that the site was first developed, in the 1930s. 

No archaeological features, deposits or finds were encountered during the course of the present investigation 

and no evidence for activity pre-dating the 20th century was noted. No information was gained that could be 

considered to contribute positively to the research aims for the project, as defined in the approved Project 

Design.  

Illustrations: 

Figure 1 Site location 

Figure 2 Site layout 

Figure 3 Foundation trenches – indicative section 

 

Plate 1 Extension footprint, looking S 

Plate 2 Foundation trenches, looking SW 

Plate 3 Foundation trenches, looking SE 

Plate 4 Foundation trench section, looking NW 

 

 

Greg Jones, BA (Hons) MA ACIfA 

October 2017 
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Plate 1: Extension footprint, looking S

Plate 2: Foundation trenches looking SW

34 Watton Road, Ware, Herts.
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Plate 3: Foundation trenches, looking SE

Plate 4: Foundation trench section, looking NW

34 Watton Road, Ware, Herts.
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Appendix  
OASIS Data form 

OASIS ID: heritage1-293016 
Project details 

Project name 34 Watton Road, Ware  

Short description of 

the project 

In response to a condition on the planning consent for construction of a side extension at 

34 Watton Road, Ware, Hertfordshire, the Heritage Network was commissioned by the 

owner to undertake a programme of archaeological monitoring of the development 

groundworks. The foundation trenches were excavated by hand. The monitoring of the 

development groundworks demonstrated a stratigraphic sequence consisting of a mixed 

deposit of apparently made-ground directly overlying subsoil. This upper deposit is 

likely to have been laid down at the time that the site was first developed, in the 1930s. 

The natural substrate was not reached during the work. No archaeological features, 

deposits or finds were encountered during the course of the present investigation and no 
evidence for activity pre-dating the 20th century was noted. 

Project dates Start: 11-09-2017      End: 12-09-2017 

Prev/future work No / No  

Associated project 

reference codes 
HN1369 - Contracting Unit No.  

Type of project Recording project  

Site status Area of Archaeological Significance no 39 (AAS39)  

Current Land use Other 5 - Garden 

Monument type NONE None 

Monument type NONE None 

Significant Finds NONE None 

Investigation type Watching Brief  

Prompt Planning condition  

Project location 

Country England 

Site location HERTFORDSHIRE EAST HERTFORDSHIRE WARE 34 Watton Road 
  

Postcode SG12 0AD 

Study area 22 Square metres  

Site coordinates TL 35353 14740 51.814414214189 -0.036205851673 51 48 51 N 000 02 10 W Point 

Project creators 

Name of 

Organisation 
Heritage Network  

Project brief 

originator 
Local Planning Authority (with/without advice from County/District Archaeologist)  

Project design 

originator 
Mark Sycamore 

Project 
director/manager 

David Hillelson  

Project supervisor Greg Jones 

Name of 

sponsor/funding body 
Client 
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Project archives 

Physical Archive 

Exists? 
No 

Digital Archive 

recipient 
Ware Museum  

Digital Media 

available 
Images raster / digital photography , Text 

Paper Archive 

recipient 
Ware Museum  

Paper Media 

available 
Context sheet, Diary, Drawing, Photograph, Report 

Project bibliography 1 

Publication type Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript) 

Title 34 Watton Road, Hertfordshire: HN1369: Monitoring Report 

Author(s)/Editor(s) Jones, G. 

Other bibliographic 

details 
Report no. 1085  

Date 2017 

Issuer or publisher Heritage Network  

Place of issue or 

publication 
Letchworth Garden City  

Description A4 pamphlet: 3 figures: 4 plates 

 














