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Abstract 
 

Abstract 
 
This thesis is concerned with writing a long-term archaeological landscape history of the 
Upper Derwent, situated in the Peak District. It is based on fieldwork I have undertaken or 
directed on behalf of the Peak District National Park Authority between 1994 and 2002 
while employed as a Survey Archaeologist. 
 
Original field data, gathered by field survey, fieldwalking and excavation, documentary 
sources and the recorded results of research are discussed as the archaeological evidence 
for occupation and activity in, and perceptions of, the area. This evidence is integrated into 
an interpretation of the landscape history of the Upper Derwent, covering a period from 
the approximate end of the last Ice Age to the modern day. The nature, scale, visibility and 
chronological resolution of archaeological evidence vary enormously over time. The 
limitations posed by this variability are addressed, and the opportunities for more in-depth 
analysis acknowledged. 
 
The thesis also explores Andrew Fleming’s proposition that we can only interpret the long-
term landscape archaeology of an area by exploring the detail of the local evidence in 
relation to its wider context (Fleming 1990). This takes the ‘face-to-face’ community as the 
main focus of study. There are two fundamental issues that have to be addressed in 
attempting such a study, which are related to reconciling different scales of time and 
geography. One, is how to write long-term landscape history that covers a time-span 
extending way beyond a person’s comprehension of their past world as understood 
through personal memory, story-telling and folklore or by other forms of archive. The 
second is to try to interpret how occupants of a local geographical area interact with 
regional trends and broader social institutions. I have primarily based my approach on that 
outlined by Fleming, while also incorporating elements of theoretical developments in 
landscape archaeology since 1990. Implications of this approach for landscape archaeology 
are discussed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Printed on 100% recycled, totally chlorine-free bleached, permanent paper – ISO 9706 
 

i 



Contents 
 

Contents 
 

1 Introduction 1
1.1 Setting the Scene 1
1.2 Lie of the Land: Location, Topography and Geology 4
1.2.1 Location and Extent of Study Area 4
1.2.2 Geology 9
1.2.3 Topography 13
1.2.4 Post-Glacial Vegetation 15
1.2.5 Geology and Topography of the Surrounding Region 16
1.3 Character of the Upper Derwent Landscape and its Effect on 

Archaeological Preservation and Visibility 
19

1.3.1 Moorland 21
1.3.2 Farmland 24
1.3.3 Woodland 27
1.3.4 Reservoirs 28
1.3.4.1 High Water Level 28
1.3.4.2 Draw-Down Zone 30
1.3.4.3 Areas More Permanently Under Water or Buried Below Silt 31
1.4 Land or Landscape? 32
1.5 Integrating Paradigms of Landscape Archaeology: Andrew Fleming 35
1.6 Outline of My Approach 40
1.7 Archaeological Survey and Methodology 49
1.8 Organisation of Thesis 56
 

2 Moving Through the Forest – Mesolithic to Early Neolithic 58
2.1 Introduction 58
2.2 Peak District Context: Mesolithic to Early Neolithic Vegetation History  60
2.2.1 Early Mesolithic 60
2.2.2 Later Mesolithic to Early Neolithic 61
2.3 Peak District Context: Review of Regional Evidence and Interpretations 65
2.3.1 Mesolithic: Archaeological Evidence 65
2.3.2 Into the Early Neolithic: Archaeological Evidence 68
2.3.3 Lismore Fields and Roystone Grange 72
2.3.4 Contrasting Interpretative Models: Myers and Hind 74
2.3.5 Interpretation: People, Places and Paths in the Mesolithic and Early 
Neolithic 

76

2.4 Upper Derwent 81
2.4.1 Lithics: Context of Artefact Recovery 81
2.4.1.1 Collectors 81

ii 



Contents 
 
 

2.4.1.2 Character of Findspots 83
2.4.2 Lithics: Description of Finds 84
2.4.3 Early Mesolithic Lithics: Description of Finds and Interpretation 86
2.4.4 Later Mesolithic to Early Neolithic Lithics: Description of Finds and 

Interpretation 
86

2.4.4.1 Description 86
2.4.4.2 Interpretation 88

2.4.4.2.1 Living it High 88
2.4.4.2.2 Into the Valley of Life 89

2.4.5 Undifferentiated Mesolithic: Description of Finds and Interpretation 91
2.4.6 Mesolithic – Neolithic Transition 93
2.5 Discussion 94

 
3 Living and Dying in Later Prehistory 98

3.1 Introduction 98
3.2 Peak District Context: Later Prehistoric Vegetation History 99
3.3 Peak District Context: Later Prehistoric Archaeological Evidence 101
3.3.1 Lithics 101
3.3.2 Large Communal Monuments 102
3.3.3 Smaller Monuments: Stone Circles, Ringcairns and Barrows 106
3.3.4 Later Prehistoric Settlements 109
3.3.5 Relationship of Barrows and Settlements 113
3.3.6 Hill-Top Enclosures 115
3.3.7 Overview 119
3.4 Upper Derwent in Later Prehistory 121
3.4.1 Constellations in Stone: Lithics and Small Finds 121
3.4.2 Burning and Digging: Pits 124
3.4.3 The Dead Can Dance: Barrows 130
3.4.3.1 Valley Barrows 131
3.4.3.2 Moorland Shelf Locations 133
3.4.3.3 Crookhill Location 139
3.4.3.4 Remote Watershed Location 141
3.4.3.5 Barrows Summary 142
3.4.4 Rocking the Free World: Derwent Moor Cairnfield 143
3.5 Discussion: Bringing it all Back Home 144

 
4 Absences and Presences – Iron Age to Early Medieval Occupation 150

4.1 Introduction 150
4.2 Roystone Grange: A Model for Landscape Change from the Later Iron 

Age to the Early Medieval 
152

4.3 Peak District Vegetation History 158
4.4 The Iron Age in the Peak District 159
4.5 Romano-British Peak District 162
4.5.1 Romanization 162
4.5.2 Roman Rule and Infrastructure 166
4.5.2.1 Forts and Vici 167
4.5.2.2 Roman Roads 172
4.5.3 Roman Rural Settlement in the Peak District 174
4.5.3.1 Characters 174

iii 



Contents 
 

4.5.3.2 Other Settlement Types 176
4.5.3.3 Dating 178
4.5.3.4 Fields 179
4.5.3.5 Caves and Burials 180
4.5.3.6 Colonisation or Expansion? 182
4.6 Iron Age to Romano-British Settlement in the Upper Derwent 184
4.6.1 Evidence 184
4.6.2 Interpretation 190
4.6.3 Doctor’s Gate and Wider Worlds 192
4.7 Transitions: Whatever Happened to the Post-Roman Likely Lads? 194
4.8 Early Medieval Peak District 196
4.8.1 Linear Earthworks 197
4.8.2 Early Medieval Barrow Burials 199
4.8.3 Pecsaetna 200
4.8.4 Carved Crosses and the Danelaw 201
4.8.5 Early Medieval Peak District Settlement Patterns 203
4.8.6 Domesday Approaches 205
4.9 Early Medieval Upper Derwent 206
4.9.1 Post-Roman Settlement 206
4.9.2 Borders 207
4.9.3 Derwent Cross Shaft 208
4.9.4 Domesday 210
4.10 Discussion 211
 

5 The Medieval Landscape – Forest, Grange and Colonisation 216
5.1 Introduction 216
5.2 Regional Context: Medieval Peak District and Beyond 218
5.2.1 Settlement, Fields and Commons 218
5.2.2 Vegetation History 220
5.2.3 Roystone Grange 221
5.3 Monasteries and the English Landscape 223
5.3.1 Grange Farming 223
5.4 Post-Domesday Upper Derwent Landscape 225
5.4.1 Post-Domesday Structures of Land Ownership 225
5.4.1.1 The Royal Forest of the Peak 227
5.4.1.2 Forest Law and Practice 228
5.4.2 Eleventh to Twelfth Century Lacuna 230
5.5 The Monastic Estate 230
5.5.1 Welbeck Abbey in the Upper Derwent 230
5.5.2 The Granges 233
5.5.2.1 Crookhill 233
5.5.2.2 One Mans House aka Abbey Farm 235
5.6 Farmsteads 236
5.6.1 Evidence 236
5.6.1.1 Artefactual 236
5.6.1.2 Documentary Records 239
5.6.1.3 Standing Architecture 240
5.6.1.4 Earthworks 240
5.6.2 Thirteenth Century Colonisation 248

iv 



Contents 
 

5.6.3 Settlement Pattern 250
5.7 Derwent Hamlet 253
5.8 Chapels 256
5.9 Enclosure 257
5.10 Woodlands 258
5.11 Lead Working 260
5.12 Commons 266
5.13 Communication Routes 267
5.14 Medieval Endings 270
5.14.1 Disafforestation 270
5.14.2 Dissolution of the Monasteries 271
5.15 Discussion 271
 

6 Early Post-Medieval Landscape – Patterns in Space and Time 275
6.1 Introduction 275
6.2 Landlords and Tenants 277
6.2.1 Changing Landowners 277
6.2.2 Early Seventeenth Century Surveys 279
6.3 Around the Houses: Settlement 282
6.3.1 Topographical Relations 282
6.3.2 Settlement Pairing 286
6.3.3 Dateable New Settlement 287
6.3.4 Occupancy 287
6.3.5 Farmstead Ceramics 288
6.3.6 Farm Buildings 291
6.4 Into the Fields: Enclosure and Field Barns 294
6.4.1 Pattern 294
6.4.2 Agricultural Land-Use 298
6.4.2.1 Pasture/Meadow 298
6.4.2.2 Arable 299
6.4.3 Field Barns and Folds 299
6.4.4 Structuring Space 300
6.5 Onto the Commons 304
6.5.1 Hays and Peat Cuts 306
6.5.2 Outpasture 309
6.5.3 Stock Movement 309
6.5.4 Moorland Boundaries 313
6.5.5 Shepherds’ Huts 315
6.5.6 The Yorkshire–Derbyshire Conflict 315
6.6 Derwent Hamlet 316
6.7 Movement: Within and Without 318
6.7.1 Through Routes 319
6.7.2 Farmstead Integration into Wider Lines of Communication 320
6.7.3 Long-Distance and Packhorse Routes 321
6.8 Discussion 325

 
7 Later Post-Medieval Landscape – Improving the Land 330

7.1 Introduction 330
7.2 Urbanisation and the ‘New Model’ Countryside 331

v 



Contents 
 

7.3 Landowners and Agricultural Improvement 333
7.4 Mapping the Landscape 334
7.5 Buying In: Household Crockery 336
7.6 Derwent: From Hamlet to Village 337
7.7 Farmsteads: Designer Patterns 342
7.7.1 New Farmsteads 343
7.7.2 Farm Buildings: a ‘Great Rebuilding’ 344
7.7.2.1 Rationality of Layout 344
7.7.2.2 Estate Styles 347
7.8 Farming 349
7.8.1 Improvement 349
7.8.2 Fields/Enclosure 350
7.8.3 Agricultural Land-Use 353
7.9 Commons: Changes and Endings 354
7.9.1 Hays and Outpastures in Hope Woodlands 354
7.9.2 Parliamentary Enclosure in Derwent, Howden and Bamford 355
7.9.3 Grouse Shooting 358
7.10 Woodlands Resourced 360
7.10.1 Ownership, Management and Rights 361
7.10.2 Charcoal Burning 363
7.10.3 The Reaches of Industrialisation 366
7.11 Turnpikes: Rerouting the World 368
7.11.1 A New Road Network for the Upper Derwent  369
7.11.1.1 Grindleford to Penistone Turnpike (Mortimer’s Road) 369
7.11.1.2 Sheffield to Glossop Turnpike (Snake Pass) 370
7.11.2 The Impacts of the Turnpikes 371
7.11.3 Ashopton: the Ribbon Hamlet 373
7.12 Discussion 374
 

8 Dam Builders 383
8.1 Introduction 383
8.2 Derwent and Howden Reservoirs 384
8.2.1 Flooding the Dark Peak for the Cities 384
8.2.2 The Dams: Walls Across the Valley 385
8.2.3 Aqueducts 390
8.2.4 Bamford to Howden Railway 391
8.2.5 A New Way of Looking 392
8.3 Birchinlee: ‘Tin Town’ and the History of Navvy Settlements 392
8.3.1  Navvies in the Nineteenth Century 392
8.3.1.1 The Tramp of the Navigator 393
8.3.1.2 Unplanned Navvy Accommodation 393
8.3.1.3 Woodhead and Hawick 395
8.3.2  Origins and Structure of Planned Navvy Settlements 397
8.3.3 Tin Town 401
8.3.3.1 Tour of Tin Town 404
8.3.3.2 Overview of Tin Town 421
8.4 Increasing the Catchment 426
8.4.1 Ladybower 426
8.4.2 Ladybower Navvy Village 428

vi 



Contents 
 

8.4.3 Ashop and Noe Diversions 428
8.5 Depopulation and Plantation 429
8.5.1 The Local Exodus 429
8.5.2  Replanting the Forest 434
8.6 Discussion 434

 
9 Recreation, Conservation and Production: the Three Strands of 

Landscape Perception in the Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries 
439

9.1 Introduction 439
9.2 Unpacking the Landscape: a Bus Journey into Today’s Upper Derwent 440
9.3 Modern Landscapes: Multiple Perceptions 448
9.3.1 Owners, Planners, Policy Makers, Providers, Pressure Groups and Users 448
9.3.2 The Urban Influence on the Countryside 449
9.4 Recreation: Enjoying the Country 450
9.4.1 Rambling Across the Upper Derwent 450
9.4.2 Peak District National Park 461
9.4.3 Other Recreational Uses 462
9.5 Conservation: National Parks, National Trusts and National 
Designations 

465

9.6 Production: Water, Timber and Sheep 468
9.7 Signs and Leaflets: a History of Changing Values, Changing Images 471
9.7.1 Signposting Whos, Dos and Don’ts 471
9.7.2 Leaflets: a Case Study in Imagery of the Landscape 474
9.8 Historic Landscapes: Archaeology in the Management Jigsaw 481
9.9 Discussion 482

 
10 Discussion 486

10.1 Implications of Approach for Landscape Archaeology 491
10.2 Futures: a Pre-Emptive Archaeology of the Next 100 Years 494
10.5.1 Scenarios of Possible Futures in the Upper Derwent 494
10.5.2 Discussion 497
10.3 Recommendations for Future Work 498
10.3.1 Environmental Cores 498
10.3.2  Fieldwalking and Test-Pitting 499
10.3.3 Targeted Excavation 500
10.4 Conclusion 501
 

Bibliography 503
 

Tables 2.1, 3.1, 3.3 & 4.1 530
NB Tables 2.1, 3.1, 3.3 & 4.1 follow the Bibliography 
 

Appendices 
NB The Appendices are submitted as a CD-Rom at the back of the thesis. 

Notes on the use of the CD are given on page 56 and in a readme text file 
on the CD itself. For this version of the PhD published on ADS, please 
contact the Peak District National Park Authority for access to the following 
Appendices, which are reports produced on behalf of the Authority. Tel: 
+44(0)1629 816200. 

CD-Rom

1 Phase 1 Survey, 1994-1997, Volume 1: History Folder 1

vii 



Contents 
 

2 Phase 1 Survey, 1994-1997, Volume 2: Catalogue of Features Folder 2
3 Phase 1 Survey, 1994-1997, Volume 3: Archaeological Features Plans Folder 3
4 Phase 2 Year 1, 1998: Survey of Archaeological Features Folder 4
5 Phase 2, Year 2, 1999: Neolithic Pits, Howden Reservoir King’s Tree, Hope 

Woodlands, Derbyshire: Excavation 1999 
Folder 5

6 Phase 2, Year 2, 1999: Tin Town: An Archaeological Survey of an Early 20th 
Century Navvy Settlement in the Upper Derwent Valley 

Folder 6

7 Phase 2, Year 3, 2000: Survey of Archaeological Features Folder 7
8 Phase 2, Year 4, 2001: Linch Clough Medieval Lead Smelting Hearth Hope 

Woodlands, Derbyshire: Excavation 2000-2001 
Folder 8

9 Phase 2, Year 4, 2001: Survey of Archaeological Features and Fieldwalking in 
Howden & Derwent Reservoirs 2001-2002 

Folder 9

10 Medieval Leads: Archaeological Excavation and Conservation of a Lead 
Working Site, Howden Clough, Bradfield, South Yorkshire 1997 

  Folder 10 

11 National Trust High Peak Estate: Archaeological Survey 2001   Folder 11 
12 History of Landscape Archaeology in Britain   Folder 12 

 

 

viii 



Illustrations, Photographs & Tables 
 

Illustrations 
 
Chapter 1 
1.1 Location of the Upper Derwent 
1.2 The Upper Derwent: Topography 
1.3 The Upper Derwent: Landscape Character 
1.4 Swaledale, townships (above) and in the early 18th century. From Fleming 1998 
1.5 Roystone Grange, location (above) and study area (below). The landscape studied is 

located on different geology, and much smaller than that of the Upper Derwent. From 
Hodges 1991a 

 
Chapter 2 
2.1 Locations of Mesolithic sites in the Dark Peak 
2.2 Locations of Early Neolithic chambered tombs, long barrows, settlement and enclosures 

in the Peak District 
2.3 Gardom’s Edge enclosure, Baslow. From Barnatt et al 2001 
2.4 Locations of Mesolithic to Early Neolithic findspots 
2.5 Topography of Ashop Head 
 
Chapter 3 
3.1 Arbor Low and Bull Ring henges, and stone circles in the Peak District. From Edmonds 

and Seaborne 2001 
3.2 Later prehistoric barrows in the Peak District. From Barnatt 1996a 
3.3 Later prehistoric settlements and cairnfields of the Eastern Moors. From Barnatt and 

Smith 1997 
3.4 Relationships of barrows and settlements on the Eastern Moors 
3.5 Later prehistoric hill-top enclosures in the Peak District and adjoining areas. Adapted from 

Bevan 2000b 
3.6 Findspots and features of Later Neolithic to Early Bronze Age in the Upper 
3.7 Features at Linch Clough North and South 
3.8 Sections and post-excavation plans of pits, Linch Clough South 
3.9 Plans of barrows and kerb cairn in the Upper Derwent  
3.10 Lockerbrook Heights  
3.11 Later prehistoric features at Crookhill 
3.12 Derwent cairnfield 
 
Chapter 4 
4.1 Locations of places mentioned in sections 4.2 – 4.4. Based on Bevan 2000b 
4.2 Roystone Grange Romano-British landscape. From Hodges 1991a 
4.3 Locations of Roman forts, roads, vici, towns and Romano-British rural settlements in the 

Peak District 
4.4 The vicus and fort at Navio, Hope Valley. From Dearne 1993 
4.5 Typical layouts of Romano-British rural settlements in the Peak District 
4.6 Locations of caves containing Romano-British material in the Peak District. From 

Branigan and Dearne 1992 
4.7 Locations of Romano-British features and findspots in the Upper Derwent 
4.8 Plans of Romano-British settlements above Ladybower Gorge 
4.9 Locations of places mentioned in section 4.8.1-4.8.4 
4.10 Medieval settlement zones in the Peak District. Adapted from Barnatt and Smith 1997 
 
 

ix 



Illustrations, Photographs & Tables 
 
Chapter 5 
5.1 Medieval Forest, County and manorial boundaries crossing the Upper Derwent, with 

associated power bases and villages 
5.2 Locations of Medieval features in the Upper Derwent  
5.3 Dovestone Clough and Blacklowe settlements  
5.4 Grainfoot Clough complex  
5.5 Bamford House platforms  
5.6 Linch Clough Medieval lead working hearth 
 
Chapter 6 
6.1 Hope Woodlands township, 1627 and Howden 1637. After Senior 1627 and Scurfield 

1999 
6.2 Locations of Post-Medieval settlement in the Upper Derwent 
6.3 Locations of findspots of mid-16th to mid-18th century ceramics in the Upper Derwent 
6.4 Boundary and woodland changes in part of Hope Woodlands township, 1627 – 1808  
6.5 Peat cuts, heys and sledways in the Upper Derwent 
6.6 Moorland boundaries, buildings, sheepfolds and sheepwashes in the Upper Derwent 
6.7 Long-distance packhorse routes and valley through-routes in the Upper Derwent 
 
Chapter 7 
7.1 Derwent hamlet in 1896 
7.2 Rational layouts of late 18th and 19th century farm buildings in the Upper Derwent 
7.3 Parliamentary Enclosure and traditional enclosure in Derwent township 
7.4 Howden Close, Bradfield township, created between 1781 and c.1810  
7.5 Boundary changes 1842-1880, Bamford 
7.6 Moorland improvement experiment on John Field Howden, Derwent 
7.7 Features of improvement and commerce in the Upper Derwent: woodlands containing 

charcoal burning platforms, grouse butts and direction of beating, turnpikes, inns and 
Ashopton hamlet 

7.8 Plans and cross-sections of typical charcoal-burning platforms in the Upper Derwent. 
These two examples are in Hagg Side 

7.9 A dense distribution of charcoal-burning platforms in Hagg Side, Hope Woodlands 
7.10 Townrowhag and Bellhag farmsteads in relation to packhorse routes and turnpikes 
 
Chapter 8 
8.1 Dams and associated features in the Upper Derwent 
8.2 Navvy settlement  at Wike airshaft on the line of the Woodhead Tunnel. After Morris 1994 
8.3 Interpretative plan of Tin Town navvy settlement, Upper Derwent, based on the original 

DVWB’s pre-construction plan. Courtesy of Brian Robinson 
8.4 Archaeological plan of remains of Tin Town navvy settlement, Upper Derwent  
8.5 Plan of navvy dormitory, Tin Town. DVWB n.d. 
8.6 Plan of Derwent Canteen, Tin Town. DVWB 1903 
 
Chapter 9 
9.1 Ward’s map of the Duke of Norfolk’s Road, first published in Ward 1925 
9.2 The National Trust High Peak Estate leaflet: cover. Reproduced with the permission of the 

National Trust 
9.3 The National Trust High Peak Estate leaflet: inside. Reproduced with the permission of 

the National Trust 
9.4 The National Trust High Peak Estate leaflet: section of map. Reproduced with the 

permission of the National Trust 

x 



Illustrations, Photographs & Tables 
 
9.5 The Upper Derwent ‘Welcome’ leaflet: cover. Reproduced with the permission of UDOWG 
9.6 The Upper Derwent ‘Welcome’ leaflet: inside. Reproduced with the permission of 

UDOWG 
9.7 The Upper Derwent ‘Welcome’ leaflet: section of map. Reproduced with the permission of 

UDOWG 
 

Photographs 
 
All photographs are by Bill Bevan unless credited otherwise 
 
Chapter 1 
1.1 The Upper Derwent looking north from above Bamford. PDNPA Collection 
1.2 The Derbyshire–Yorkshire county boundary where it crosses Little Howden Moor 
1.3 Moorland near Snake Pass. PDNPA Collection 
1.4 Enclosed farmland is characterised by small, irregular walled fields such as these below 

Derwent Edge 
1.5 Conifer plantations created in the early 20th century by the Derwent Valley Water Board 

fringe the reservoirs. PDNPA Collection 
1.6 The draw-down zone of the reservoirs following the drought of 1995 
 
Chapter 3 
3.1 Arbor Low henge 
3.2 Gib Hill round barrow is built on top of an Early Neolithic long barrow 260m south-west of 

Arbor Low 
3.3 Gardom’s Edge, Baslow, is typical of moorland shelf locations occupied by later 

prehistoric settlement and field systems 
3.4 Linch Clough South. Pit 1 cut by Pit 2 
3.5 Howden Reservoir burial barrow looking north-east 
3.6 Pike Low burial barrow looking south-east 
3.7 Approaching Pike Low barrow from the valley, the barrow is only revealed when within 

200m 
3.8 Three views of the surrounding landscape from Pike Low burial barrow 
3.9 Pike Low from within woodland on the western side of the Derwent Valley 
3.10 The crags of Crookhill are locally prominent features. PDNPA Collection  
3.11 Mam Tor in the distance,  
 
Chapter 4 
4.1 Navio Roman fort near Brough-on-Noe, Hope Valley. PDNPA Collection. Red: extent of 

excavated vicus buildings, Pink: roads, Orange: unexcavated early vicus, Yellow: fort 
4.2 Rectilinear fields defined by lynchets and banks at Chee Tor, Blackwell. PDNPA 

Collection 
4.3 Paved causeway section of Doctor’s Gate where it crosses moorland near Snake Pass  
4.4 Grey Ditch, Bradwell. PDNPA Collection 
4.5 Fragment of a pre-Conquest cross-shaft during its excavation in a cottage in Derwent 

hamlet. Photo by Phil Sidebottom 
 
Chapter 5 
5.1 Crookhill farmstead (above) and Abbey Farm partly hidden behind a spoil heap during the 

construction of Howden Dam, 1901 – 1915 (below – Severn Trent Water Collection) 
5.2 Dovestone Clough settlement platform revetment 
5.3 Blacklowe settlement, looking east along the length of the longhouse 
5.4 Bamford House platforms 

xi 



Illustrations, Photographs & Tables 
 
5.5 Landslip in Howden Clough used for lead working 
5.6 Howden Clough 13th century lead-working hearth 
5.7 Location of lead-working hearth in Linch Clough 
5.8 Linch Clough 15th century lead-working hearth 
5.9 The line of the Derwent to Sheffield commonway as it approaches Derwent Edge across 

Derwent Moor from the east 
 
Chapter 6 
6.1 Ashes Farm, showing the rear range dated by its fabric to the 17th/early 18th century 
6.2 Wall junction at Hagg Farm, Hope Woodlands 
6.3 Field barn at Grindle Clough, with dated lintel inscribed 1647 
6.4 Bounded lanes in Hope Woodlands: common use of walls (above - in Woodlands Valley) 

and much rarer example of hedges (below – Alport Dale) 
6.5 Routeways within farms are visible as lines crossing fields, Derwent (above), and a 

blocked gateway, Hope Woodlands (below) 
6.6 Farmstead trackways leading onto common from enclosed farmland, Derwent 
6.7 Peat sledways at Bamford House, Derwent (above) and Alport hamlet, Hope Woodlands 

(below) 
6.8 A trackway connecting farmsteads and common in Derwent township. The route is a 

walled lane as it climbs the valley side through enclosed fields then fans out into 
numerous hollow-ways on the common. They are partly overlain by 19th century 
Parliamentary Enclosure walls 

6.9 Detail of hollow-way depicted in photograph 6.8 as it runs through enclosed land 
6.10 Typical clough-side sheepwashing fold 
6.11 Gathering and washing fold at Fair Brook, Hope Woodlands. National Trust Collection 
6.12 Derwent 17th century stone packhorse bridge, now relocated to Slippery Stones 
6.13 Cobbling on Doctor’s Gate where it crosses moorland near Snake Pass 
6.14 Guidestone on the Derwent to Sheffield packhorse route, at a junction with another route 

between Hope and Penistone. The waymarker is inscribed with the date 1737, 
destinations and distances 

 
Chapter 7 
7.1 1920s postcard of Derwent Village looking east. PDNPA Collection 
7.2 Centre of Derwent Village in the early 20th century. The row of houses is the centrally 

located terrace with the right-hand building being the post office. The two detached 
buildings to the right are cottages and the ‘main’ street is on the line of the medieval 
Derwent to Sheffield packhorse route. PDNPA Collection 

7.3 Church of Sts James and John, Derwent Village, in the early 20th century. PDNPA 
Collection 

7.4 Derwent Hall in the early 20th century. PDNPA Collection 
7.5 The Shooting Lodge and St Henry’s Schoolroom, Derwent. PDNPA Collection 
7.6 Rowlee farmhouse, built in 1849 
7.7 Low Barn, Hope Woodlands 
7.8 Blackden View Farm, Hope Woodlands 
7.9 Estate style barn architecture dating from the 19th century at Blackden View, Hope 

Woodlands 
7.10 Charcoal-burning platform in Grimbocar Wood, Hope Woodlands 
7.11 The line of the Sheffield to Glossop turnpike in use today as the A57 Snake Pass. 

PDNPA Collection 
7.12 A milestone on the Sheffield to Glossop turnpike 
7.13 Ashopton hamlet looking north-east. Severn Trent Water Collection 
7.14 Townrowhag (above) and Bellhag (below) 

xii 



Illustrations, Photographs & Tables 
 
 
Chapter 8 
8.1 Derwent dam, looking north-west 
8.2 Howden dam, looking north. PDNPA Collection 
8.3 Howden dam during construction between 1901 and 1915. PDNPA Collection 
8.4 Bridge supports for the Bamford and Howden Railway 
8.5 Navvy dormitory hut at Tin Town. Brian Robinson Collection 
8.6 Tin Town looking south. Brian Robinson Collection 
8.7 Looking north towards Tin Town. From Birchinlee Lane between 1901 and 1915 (above - 

Brian Robinson Collection), along the upper street in 1999 with the terrace for the married 
quarters (below) 

8.8 Interior of a navvy dormitory, Tin Town. Brian Robinson Collection 
8.9 The Derwent Canteen during construction work to extend it. Brian Robinson Collection 
8.10 Derwent Canteen beer cellar 
8.11 Recreation Hall (above - Brian Robinson Collection) and the hall’s building platform 

today (below) 
8.12 Tin Town’s school with the married quarters in the background. Brian Robinson 

Collection 
8.13 Stone revetted platforms for the outside toilets at Tin Town 
8.14 Ladybower dam under construction. Brian Robinson Collection 
8.15 Architectural design and ornamental planting at Ladybower dam use country house 

symbolism 
8.16 Fairholmes farmstead. The farmhouse was still occupied in the 1930 (above) after 

Derwent dam had been completed. It was then in the process of being demolished in the 
1940s as the waters of the new Ladybower Reservoir ran up to its front door. PDNPA 
Collection 

8.17 Three views of Derwent Village in the 20th century. Looking from the west in the 1920s 
(top), looking from the east when only the church spire remains above water in the 1940s 
(middle) and looking from the west again - the ruins lie exposed on the bed of Ladybower 
Reservoir in 1995. PDNPA Collection 

8.18 Ashopton Viaduct, built as part of the Ladybower Reservoir works. The viaduct under 
construction with Ashopton hamlet underneath, looking north (above) and in 1994 with 
the valley flooded, looking south (below). PDNPA Collection 

8.19 Yorkshire Bridge shortly after completion and during construction of Ladybower dam. 
Huts of the navvy settlement for the Ladybower scheme can be seen to the right of the 
mid-ground. PDNPA Collection 

8.20 A 19th century road bridge across the River Derwent lies submerged in the silts of 
Derwent Reservoir 

 
Chapter 9 
9.1 Travelling to Fairholmes along the A57 from Sheffield 
9.2 Heather burning on Derwent moors creates a patchwork of different aged heather 
9.3 Fisherman on Ladybower Reservoir, Ashopton viaduct and Crookhill. PDNPA Collection 
9.4 Car parks along the Upper Derwent valley road and traffic at the junction between the 

valley road and the A57 Snake Pass 
9.5 Conifer plantations. Top – the landscape character of the valley side plantations. Middle – 

regimented rows of trees the same age and same species. Bottom – inside a plantation 
9.6 Fairholmes Visitor Centre. PDNPA Collection 
9.7 Contrasting signs aimed at ramblers in the 1920s. A landowner’s stop notice (left) and a 

waymarker of the Peak District and Northern Counties Footpath Society (right) 
9.8 Kinder Mass Trespassers, 1932. PDNPA Collection 
9.9 Walkers ‘viewing’ the landscape from Derwent Edge 
9.10 Grouse-shooting butt maintained and ready for use on Little Howden Moor 

xiii 



Illustrations, Photographs & Tables 
 
9.11 National Trust staff plant deciduous tress in the Upper Derwent. National Trust Collection
9.12 Elmin Pitts farmstead. It is one of only five farmsteads abandoned during the creation of 

the three reservoirs where substantial building fabric were left standing by DVWB. Like 
many of the farmstead sites it now survives within a woodland with public access 
managed by Severn Trent Water. Conifers around many of the ruined farmsteads are 
being clear-felled to prevent further damage from forestry activity, but the woodland 
around Elmin Pitts will be left in place because it mainly comprises deciduous species 
with a high wildlife habitat value 

9.13 Rebuilding a field wall in the Upper Derwent. National Trust Collection 
9.14 Water outlets below Ladybower Dam, a gateway from local to national 
9.15 Forestry. PDNPA Collection 
9.16  
a: National Park and National Trust signs at an access point to open access moorland near the 

Snake Pass owned by the Trust and managed by both the Trust and the Park Authority 
b: UDOWG interpretation sign for a roadside car park overlooking the site of Derwent Village 
9.17 Poetic licence. Benches inscribed by National Park Rangers with rhymes linked to the 

landscape. This is on the line of the aqueduct as it runs along the west side of the valley 
9.18 Graffiti carved by visitors on the remaining walls of a ruined building in Derwent hamlet 

during droughts in 1976 and 1995. The ‘lost village’ attracts hundreds of visitors 
whenever water levels drop low enough to expose it on the bed of Ladybower Reservoir 

 
Tables 
 
NB Tables 2.1, 3.1, 3.3 and 4.1 are included at the rear of the thesis for ease of reference. 
 
Chapter 2 
2.1 Mesolithic – Early Neolithic Findspots in the Upper Derwent 
2.2 Topographical locations of Later Mesolithic to Early Neolithic findspots 
 
Chapter 3 
3.1 Later Neolithic to Bronze Age findspots in the Upper Derwent 
3.2 Radiocarbon dates for Later Neolithic pits at Linch Clough South 
3.3 Barrows in the Upper Derwent 
 
Chapter 4 
4.1 Romano-British findspots in the Upper Derwent 
 
Chapter 5 
5.1 Medieval ceramic assemblages in the Upper Derwent 
5.2 Definite Medieval settlements in the Upper Derwent 
5.3 Possible Medieval settlements in the Upper Derwent 
 
Chapter 6 
6.1 Earliest dating evidence for settlements in Derwent, Bradfield and Bamford parishes 

6.2 Earliest dating evidence for settlements in Hope Woodlands parish 
 
Chapter 8 
8.1 Settlements occupied in 1900 abandoned or retained during dam building 
 
Chapter 10 
10.1 Sites recommended for future excavation 

xiv 



Acknowledgements 
 

Acknowledgements 
 
I am extremely grateful to Mark Edmonds and Paul Buckland for their invaluable support, 
advice and comment during their supervision of this thesis. 
 
Thanks are given to the many people who contributed to the archaeological survey of the 
Upper Derwent and the production of this thesis. The Upper Derwent Officer Working 
Group commissioned the survey, and funding was provided by the Peak District National 
Park Authority (PDNPA), Forest Enterprise, the National Trust and Severn Trent Water. 
Albin Smith of Forest Enterprise, Judy Merryfield, Ken Smith and John Thompson of the 
PDNPA, Stan Hitch, Mike Innerdale and Geoff Nickolds of Severn Trent Water, and Sophie 
Milner, Mark Newman, Leigh Rix, Simon Wright and Steve Trotter of the National Trust 
have given valuable help and encouragement throughout the project. I also thank other 
landowners and the farmers who gave permission to survey their land, and often provided 
valuable historical information: Jeremy Archdale of Moscar Lodge, Peter Atkin of Rowlee, 
Maurice Cottrill of Hayridge, Mr Fryer of Old House, Michael Jolley of Ashes, Mr 
Wainwright of Upper House, Mr White of Two Thorn Field, Mrs Wild of Blackden View 
and Mr Wood of Crookhill. Members of the Peak Park Ranger and Information Services; 
Dave Ashton, Gavin Bell, Jozef Hegyi, Brian Jones and Bob Young, helped carry equipment, 
unearthed local information and provided invaluable cups of tea at Fairholmes. 
 
Paul Ardron initially alerted the Peak District National Park Archaeology Service to many of 
the archaeological features on the moorland and in the woodlands, during fieldwork for this 
thesis on peat cuts, and provided kindly information on his collection of artefacts. My 
interpretation of the area has greatly benefited from many fruitful conversations with Paul 
and with John Barnatt, Danny Hind, Mark Edmonds, Ken Smith and - for Tin Town – 
Professor Brian Robinson. I thank everyone who has helped with survey, fieldwalking, 
documentary research, excavations and post-excavation over the years: Kenny Aitchison, 
Paul Ardron, Paul Ash, Pauline Ashmore, Dave Ashton, John Barnatt, Pauline Beswick, Paul 
Buckland, the Byford family, Derek Cater, Vicky Cooper, Chris Cumberpatch, Gavin Davies, 
Mark Edmonds, Ashley Edwards, Kathryn Ellerby, Rowena Gale, Pru Goodman, Jill 
Gorvett, Ann Hall, Danny Hind, Tracey Hulme, Miles Johnson, Barbara Jones, Chris Jones, 
Robin Keech, Liz and Nick Landon, Mike Lea, (the appropriately named) Derwent Levick, 
Stella Maguire, Melissa Peet, John Roberts, Frank Robinson, Phil Sidebottom, Paul Smith, 
Pam Staunton, Gill Stroud, Alice Ullathorne, Helen Ullathorne, Arthur Wilson, Hugh 
Willmott and Jo Woofitt. I’m especially grateful to those who have patiently put up with 
questions about artefacts, and who have assisted with fieldwork in fog, rain, gales, t’under 
and lightning. I thank everyone who has given permission to use photographs or illustrations, 
and they are credited on the relevant captions. Thanks also to Peter Beardsley and Nigel 
Green for creative inspiration. 
 
The following have read and commented on drafts of the text, and suggested many 
improvements: Paul Buckland, Mark Edmonds, Chris Cumberpatch, Phil Sidebottom, Rob 
Young and Georgia Litherland – who helped with an exhaustive proof-reading of the final 
draft. Any mistakes, omissions and bad puns are solely my responsibility. Georgia has had to 
put up with return visits to the Upper Derwent and endless ramblings about this or that of 
10,000 years of history whilst giving support in return. It is to her and to GHB Ward of the 
Sheffield Clarion Ramblers (the Upper Derwent’s first landscape archaeologist) that I 
dedicate this thesis. 

xv 


	The Upper Derwent:
	Long-term landscape archaeology in the Peak District
	William Bevan
	Volume 1
	Abstract
	Contents
	1 Introduction
	1
	1.1 Setting the Scene
	1

	1.3.1 Moorland
	21
	1.3.2 Farmland
	24
	1.3.3 Woodland
	27
	1.3.4 Reservoirs
	28
	1.3.4.1 High Water Level
	28
	1.3.4.2 Draw-Down Zone
	30
	1.3.4.3 Areas More Permanently Under Water or Buried Below S
	31



	1.4 Land or Landscape?
	32
	1.5 Integrating Paradigms of Landscape Archaeology: Andrew F
	35

	1.7 Archaeological Survey and Methodology
	2 Moving Through the Forest – Mesolithic to Early Neolithic
	2.1 Introduction
	2.2 Peak District Context: Mesolithic to Early Neolithic Veg
	2.2.1 Early Mesolithic
	3 Living and Dying in Later Prehistory




	3.4 Upper Derwent in Later Prehistory
	4.5 Romano-British Peak District
	5 The Medieval Landscape – Forest, Grange and Colonisation
	5.1 Introduction
	7 Later Post-Medieval Landscape – Improving the Land
	7.3 Landowners and Agricultural Improvement


	7.7 Farmsteads: Designer Patterns
	7.8.2 Fields/Enclosure


	7.8.3 Agricultural Land-Use
	8 Dam Builders

	8.5.2  Replanting the Forest
	8.6 Discussion

	9.4 Recreation: Enjoying the Country
	9.4.1 Rambling Across the Upper Derwent
	9.4.2 Peak District National Park
	9.4.3 Other Recreational Uses
	10 Discussion
	Bibliography
	Tables 2.1, 3.1, 3.3 & 4.1
	Appendices

	Illustrations
	Photographs
	Tables

	Acknowledgements


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


