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1. Summary 
 The project 
1.1 This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation conducted in 

advance of a proposed development on land at Bogma Hall Farm, Coxhoe, County 
Durham. The works comprised the excavation of five trial trenches.  

   
1.2 The works were commissioned by Barratt and conducted by Archaeological Services 

Durham University. 
 
 Results 
1.3 Drainage features and the remains of a possible farm track were identified in Trench 

1. The heavily-truncated remains of former plough furrows were exposed in 
Trenches 4 and 5. 

 
 Recommendations  
1.4 As no significant archaeological resource was identified, no further scheme of 

archaeological works is recommended in relation to this proposed development. 
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2. Project background 
 Location (Figure 1) 
2.1 The study site lies across two fields to the east of Bogma Hall Farm, Coxhoe, County 

Durham (NGR centre: NZ 3217 3516). The carriageway of the A177 forms the 
southern boundary of the site, with a footpath and housing along Ashbourne Drive 
to the north. To the west are pasture fields and Coxhoe Primary School, with an 
enclosed field and residential properties to the east. 

 
 Development proposal 
2.2 The site is being considered for possible future residential development. 
 
 Objective 
2.3 The objective of the scheme of works was to assess the nature, extent and potential 

significance of any archaeological resource within the proposed development area, 
so that an informed decision may be made regarding the nature and scope of any 
further scheme of archaeological works that may be required in relation to the 
development. 

 
 Specification 
2.4 The works have been undertaken in accordance with a Written Scheme of 

Investigation provided by Archaeological Services Durham University (reference 
DS13.431) and approved by the planning authority. 

 
 Dates 
2.5 Fieldwork was undertaken between the 18th and the 19th of November 2013. This 

report was prepared for November 2013. 
 
 Personnel 
2.6 Fieldwork was conducted by Jonny Dye and Mark Randerson (supervisor). This 

report was prepared by Mark Randerson, with illustrations by David Graham. The 
Project Manager was Daniel Still. 

 
 Archive/OASIS 
2.7 The site code is CBH13, for Coxhoe Bogma Hall 2013. The archive is currently held by 

Archaeological Services Durham University and will be transferred to the Bowes 
Museum in due course. Archaeological Services Durham University is registered with 
the Online AccesS to the Index of archaeological investigationS project (OASIS). The 
OASIS ID number for this project is archaeol3-164737. 

  
 Acknowledgements 
2.8 Archaeological Services Durham University is grateful for the assistance of Mr D. 

Seymour in facilitating this scheme of works. 
 
 
3.  Landuse, topography and geology 
3.1 At the time of the archaeological evaluation, the proposed development area 

comprised two pasture fields. These fields formed an irregular parcel of land, 
subdivided by the decayed line of a fence and hedge. 
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3.2 The survey area was gently sloping, with the ground falling away from the north 
toward the southern boundary. This slope dropped from an elevation of 107m OD in 
the north-east to around 97m OD to the south. This slope was relatively even, 
although the ground surface in the eastern field was more irregular and undulating. 
The south-western corners of each field, as the lowest-lying parts of the site, were 
very waterlogged and boggy during fieldwork, and groundwater clearly drains to 
these areas. 

 
3.3 The bedrock geology of the site comprises Carboniferous strata of the Pennine 

Middle Coal Measures Formation, which are overlain by Devensian diamicton till. 
Immediately to the south, the Coal Measures are overlain by Permian Magnesian 
limestone. 

 
 
4. Historical and archaeological background 
 Previous archaeological works 
4.1 An archaeological desk-based assessment has previously been conducted across the 

study site (Archaeological Services 2013a), with a geophysical survey subsequently 
conducted on the two fields of the proposed development area (Archaeological 
Services 2013b). A brief summary of the results are presented here. 

 
4.2 There is no direct evidence for prehistoric activity within the study area, but the 

presence of activity in the surrounding area indicates that an as yet unidentified 
resource has the potential to exist. 

 
4.3 A Roman road probably follows the line of Station Road, east of the study site. The 

carriageway itself is unlikely to lie within the site. Roadside settlements can form 
along the side of Roman roads, and it is therefore possible for such a settlement to 
extend into the proposed development area. 

 
4.4 The area lies beyond the edges of the medieval villages of Coxhoe and Cornforth, 

and it is probable that the area was utilised in the medieval and post-medieval 
periods as agricultural land. Ridge and furrow earthworks, produced by ploughing, 
survive immediately east of the study site. The geophysical survey also identified 
evidence of ridge and furrow ploughing in the east and north-eastern areas of the 
proposed development area (Archaeological Services 2013b, 5). 

 
4.5 Coal mines were present in the study area in the early 18th century, although the 

exact locations of these workings are uncertain.  
 
4.6 Potteries and brickworks were established to the east of the site in the later 18th 

and 19th centuries. Earthworks to the east of the study area may relate to clay 
extraction pits, as shown by historic Ordnance Survey (OS) editions. The remainder 
of the area has been undeveloped in the modern period. 

 
4.7 Bogma Hall Farm, including the former diary and byre buildings, is likely to date to 

the early 19th century. The former shed building to the north of these is late 19th 
century. The buildings are to be retained. 
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5. The evaluation trenches 
 Introduction 
5.1 Five trenches were excavated across the proposed development area (Figure 2). 

These trenches were positioned to provide a sample of the site, and to investigate 
specific anomalies identified by the geophysical survey. All trenches measured 50m 
by 1.8m. 

 
 Trench 1 
5.2 Trench 1 was orientated roughly north-south, and was located in the south-western 

part of the site. It was positioned to investigate several linear geophysical anomalies. 
Natural subsoil [2] was exposed at a depth of 0.3m below ground level (96.82m OD 
at the lowest point). This deposit was a heavily compact, stiff, light yellow-brown 
silty clay mottled with light grey, and containing inclusions of occasional cobbles. A 
narrow band of mid reddish-brown clay and sandy clay crossed the centre of the 
trench. This geological variation in the natural subsoil may have been the cause of 
the geophysical anomaly recorded in this area. At the north end of the trench, a 
shallow, linear cut was exposed. This cut [F3: 1.4m wide, 0.1m deep] had gently 
sloping sides and a smooth, rounded base (Figure 3). It was orientated roughly 
north-west / south-east, and filled with a deposit of moderately compact mid grey-
brown clayey silt [4]. The alignment of the cut mirrors the former boundary of a field 
to the south-west which is shown on the Cornforth estate plan and the first three 
editions of the Ordnance Survey (Archaeological Services 2013a, Figures 9 to 12). 
However, it seems unlikely that such a shallow feature could represent the remains 
of a ditch or boundary marker, even in heavily-truncated form. It is possible that [F3] 
is the remains of a track leading to the farm buildings and following the line of this 
vanished boundary. Equally, it is possible that it may be a drainage feature. 

 
5.3 Two drains were exposed toward the southern end of the trench. These features 

[F5: 1.9m wide, 0.25m deep] and [F7: 1.5m wide] were very similar in form, although 
they followed differing alignments of north-west / south-east and east-west 
respectively. Cut [F5] had moderately sloping sides and a flat, smooth base (Figure 
4). Both features were filled with deposits of moderately compact friable mid 
orange-brown clayey silt which contained a very high inclusion rate of large sub-
angular and angular stone (deposits [6] and [8]). Ground water flowed very 
effectively along both features, and they were clearly the source of the geophysical 
anomalies identified in this area. A modern field drain, 0.2m wide, cut through the 
natural subsoil at the very southern end of the trench, following a north-north-west 
to south-south-east orientation. The trench was sealed by a layer of moderately 
compact friable dark greyish-brown clayey silt topsoil [1: 0.25m thick]. No other 
features were identified, and no finds recovered. 

 
 Trench 2 
5.4 Trench 2 was also orientated north-south, and was located on the north side of the 

central area of the site. Natural subsoil [2] was exposed at a depth of between 
0.25m and 0.3m. Two modern field drains, each 0.18m wide, were cut through this 
deposit. These drains were aligned north-north-west to south-south-east, and 
followed the lines of anomalies visible on the geophysical survey. The trench was 
sealed by a layer of topsoil [1: 0.25m thick]. No archaeological features were 
identified. 
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 Trench 3 
5.5 This trench was aligned roughly north-west / south-east, and was located on the 

south side of the central part of the site, east of Trench 1. Natural subsoil was 
exposed at a depth of 0.3m below ground level. Two field drains, 0.18m wide, cut 
through this subsoil on a north-north-west / south-south-east orientation. These 
were overlain by a layer of topsoil [1: 0.3m thick]. Again, no archaeological features 
were exposed. 

 
 Trench 4 
5.6 Trench 4 was located in the eastern field of the proposed development area, and 

was orientated east-west. Natural subsoil [2] was exposed across the base of the 
whole trench. The surface of this subsoil was undulating, showing where the lines of 
former ploughing had truncated the underlying deposit, and the subsoil was 
exposed at a depth of between 0.35m and 0.45m below the present ground surface. 
The lines of seven furrow bases were exposed, all aligned north-north-west / south-
southeast and spaced at roughly 5m apart. Although these furrow bases were clearly 
defined as darker areas lying in linear hollows in the natural subsoil, no definite cuts 
or fill deposits could be identified. Rather, repeated plough scarring appeared to 
have gradually affected the composition of the glacial soil, staining the bases of the 
furrows, whilst no other remains of the features survived. Two modern field drains, 
following an identical alignment to the furrows, also cut through the natural subsoil, 
and the trench was sealed by topsoil [1]. No other archaeological features were 
identified, and no finds recovered. 

 
 Trench 5 
5.7 This trench was also located in the eastern field of the study site, to the north of 

Trench 4. It was orientated roughly north-east /south-west, across the highest point 
of the proposed development area. Natural subsoil [2] was exposed at a depth of 
between 0.35m and 0.4m below present ground level (104.02m OD at the highest 
point). As with Trench 4 to the south, the level of this natural subsoil varied due to 
the lines of former plough furrows which cut into the surface of the deposit. Eight 
furrow bases were identified, aligned north-north-west / south-south-east and 
spaced at roughly 5m (Figure 5). Two modern field drains also cut through the glacial 
subsoil. These were all sealed by topsoil [1], with no other archaeological features 
identified. 

 
 
6. The archaeological resource 
6.1 The heavily-truncated remains of ridge and furrow ploughing were identified in 

Trenches 4 and 5 in the eastern part of the site. Only eroded furrow bases survive 
from this ploughing, with no upstanding earthworks. To the lower-lying south-west, 
several drainage features and the remains of a possible track were exposed by 
Trench 1. No other archaeological resource was identified within the proposed 
development area. 

 
 
7. Impact assessment 
7.1 Groundworks associated with the development may impact upon the plough 

furrows identified in the eastern part of the site. However, these are heavily-
truncated and of limited archaeological significance. The overall impact of the 
proposed development on any archaeological resource is likely to be negligible.   
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8. Recommendations 
8.1 As no significant archaeological resource was identified, no further scheme of 

archaeological works is recommended in relation to this proposed development. 
 
 
9. Sources 

Archaeological Services 2013a Land at Bogma Hall Farm, Coxhoe, County Durham: 
archaeological desk-based assessment. Unpublished report 3072, 
Archaeological Services Durham University  

Archaeological Services 2013b Land at Bogma Hall Farm, Coxhoe, County Durham: 
geophysical survey. Unpublished report 3152, Archaeological Services Durham 
University  
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Appendix 1: Data table 
 
Table 1.1: Context data   

No Area Description 
1 T1-T5 Topsoil 
2 T1-T5 Natural clay subsoil 

F3 T1 Linear cut: possible track 
4 T1 Fill of [F3] 

F5 T1 Cut of drain 
6 T1 Fill of [F5] 
7 T1 Cut of drain 
8 T1 Fill of [F7] 
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Appendix 2: Stratigraphic matrices 
 
 
Trench 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trenches 2 - 5 
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Figure 3: Shallow cut [F3], facing north-west 
 

 
 
Figure 4: Stone-filled drainage cut [F5], facing west 
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Figure 5: Trench 5, facing east. The darker lines of furrow bases are visible crossing the line of 
the trench, particularly toward the centre of the frame 
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