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1. Summary 
 The project 
1.1 This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation conducted in 

advance of a proposed development at land to the rear of the former Tynedale 
Hotel, Corbridge. The evaluation comprised the excavation of two trial 
trenches.  

 
1.2 The works were commissioned by Nicholson Nairn Architects, and conducted 

by Archaeological Services University of Durham. 
 
 Results 
1.3 Two trial trenches, each measuring 2m by 2m, were opened on the terraced 

garden at the rear of the former Tynedale Hotel. The trenches were excavated 
to natural subsoil. Modern layers of dumped material and garden soil overlay 
the natural. The foundations of a crude garden wall were recorded in test pit 1. 

 
 Recommendations  
1.4 There are no recommendations for further work on the proposed development 

area. 
 
 
 



Tynedale Hotel, Corbridge; archaeological evaluation:  ASUD 1181, November 2004 

Archaeological Services University of Durham 2

2.   Project background 
 Location (Figure 1) 
2.1 The site is located at land to the rear of the former Tynedale Hotel, Market 

Place, Corbridge (NGR: NY 9875 6445). The site comprises an area of 
c.675sq. metres, bounded by adjoining properties to the north and south, a car-
park to the east and a riverbank footpath to the west. 

 
Development proposal 

2.2 The proposal is to construct a house on the terraced gardens. 
 
 Objective 
2.3 The objective of the scheme of works was to assess the nature, extent and 

potential significance of any surviving archaeological features within the 
proposed development area, so that an informed decision may be made 
regarding the nature and scope of any further scheme of archaeological works 
that may be required in advance of development.  

 
 Methods statement 
2.4 The works have been undertaken in accordance with a Project Design 

provided by Archaeological Services (Ref. RA04.194) and brief from 
Northumberland County Council Conservation Team (Appendix 3; Ref. 
T13/5; 3630). 

 
 Dates 
2.5 Fieldwork was undertaken between 26th and 28th October 2004. This report 

was prepared between 25th November and 1st December 2004. 
 

 Personnel 
2.6 Fieldwork was conducted by Graeme Attwood and Matt Claydon. This report 

was prepared by Matt Claydon, with illustrations by David Graham. The 
Project Manager was Richard Annis. 

 
 Archive 
2.7 The project/site code is CTH04, for Corbridge, Tynedale Hotel 2004. The site 

archive will be transferred to the Northumberland County Sites and 
Monuments Record at the completion of the project (Oasis ref. archaeol3-
5283) 

 
 
3.   Landuse, topography and geology 
3.1 At the time of the evaluation the proposed development area comprised 

several terraces extending downhill from the car-park at the rear of the former 
Tynedale Hotel to a footpath along the bank of the River Tyne. The terraces 
were contained by stone-built revetment walls. Trenches were opened on the 
second and third terraces down from the car-park. The upper terrace had a 
mean elevation of c.35m OD, and the lower terrace had a mean elevation of 
c.36.75m OD. 
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3.2 The solid geology of the site is dominated by Carboniferous deposits of the 
Millstone grit series, overlain by glacial sands and gravels. The overlying soil 
consisted of thick dark brown silt. The site was overgrown with weeds and 
ivy. The neighbouring plots comprised similar terraced gardens. 

 
3.3 The shape of the development site, and those of neighbouring properties, 

indicates its former use as a medieval burgage plot.  
 
 
4. Historical and archaeological background 
4.1 Roman military and civilian occupation close to the development site is shown 

by the presence of the Roman town of Corstopitum located to the west of the 
present town. The Romans first arrived under Agricola AD79 and the town 
was an important supply base for his army. The remains of successive forts 
have been excavated at this site, probably dating to the 1st and 2nd centuries. A 
civilian town occupied the same site during the 3rd and 4th centuries. Corbridge 
controlled the crossing point over the Tyne, and Dere Street, one of two main 
routes into Scotland. The town also supplied the campaign of Antonine from 
AD139 when the fort was built of stone for the first time. The Northumberland 
Sites and Monuments Record provides many examples of Roman finds within 
the modern town.  

 
4.2 An Anglo-Saxon settlement existed in the area, occupying a site adjacent to 

the Roman town. During the medieval period the town grew into an important 
market town.  

 
4.3 Excavations at Bishops Garage and the adjacent Eastfield House on Main 

Street, some 250m to the north-east of the proposed development site, 
uncovered a series of pits, post-holes and gullies of medieval date. A possible 
corn drying kiln associated with 13-15th century pottery was also recorded.  

 
 
5. The evaluation trenches 
 Introduction 
5.1 Two trenches, each 2m by 2m, were hand excavated down to natural subsoil. 

A written, drawn and photographic record was made of the results. 
 

Trench 1 (Figure 2) 
5.2 This trench was located at the southern end of the upper terrace. Natural 

subsoil, consisting of large, medium and small rounded pebbles with an orange 
sand matrix [104] was reached at a depth of 0.52m on the east side of the 
trench, sloping to a maximum depth of 1.25m on the west side. A layer of fine 
silt [102] overlay the pebbles. This layer was 0.05m thick on the eastern side 
of the trench and 0.34m thick on the western side. Extending along the east-
facing section of the pit were the remains of a dry-stone garden wall [103]. 
The wall stood two courses high and was constructed from roughly-hewn grey 
sandstone. A layer of brown silt [105], containing patches of ash and clinker, 
butted up to and spread over the wall. A large piece of timber lay within this 
deposit, pushed up against the wall line. This layer was overlain by a 0.43m-
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thick deposit of brown silt garden soil [101], which was in turn overlain by a 
0.4m-thick layer of brown silt topsoil [100]. 

 
Trench 2 

5.3 This trench was located at the southern end of the lower terrace. Natural 
subsoil, consisting of large, medium and small rounded pebbles with an orange 
sand matrix [203] was reached at a depth of 0.54m on the east side of the 
trench, sloping to a maximum depth of 1.30m on the west side. A layer of fine 
silt [202] overlay the pebbles. This layer was 0.08m thick on the eastern side 
of the pit and 0.43m thick on the western side. This layer was overlain by a 
0.43m-thick deposit of brown silt garden soil [201], which was in turn overlain 
by a 0.4m-thick layer of brown silt topsoil [200]. 

 
 
6. The finds 

Pottery  
6.1 Contexts [100] and [101] both provided sherds of 19th and 20th century pottery. 

They consisted of earthenware storage pots and porcelain plates. 
  
 Clay pipe 
6.2 Contexts [100], [101], [200], [201] and [202] contained clay-pipe stems, 

context [201] also contained a pipe bowl. The pipe stems probably date from 
the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The bowl is complete with spur, has 
fluting up each side, and pairs of leaves up the seams. The style is of 19th 

century date. 
 
 Glass 
6.3 A fragment of modern vessel glass was recovered from context [100], and the 

neck of a beer bottle was recovered from context [101].  
 
 Iron objects 
6.4 A piece of a bone handled knife was recovered from context [101]. The blade 

was broken and the metal was highly corroded; the handle had carved 
decoration all over it. The knife is of 19th or 20th century date.  

 
 
7. Recommendations 
7.1 The evaluation did not uncover any deposits of significant archaeological 

importance. Clay pipe found within the majority of deposits suggest the 
terracing of the embankment occurred during the 19th century.  

 
7.2 No further archaeological investigation is considered necessary on the site. 
 
 
8. Sources 

Archaeological Services University of Durham 2001 The Chains, Corbridge: 
archaeological evaluation ASUD Report 730 



Tynedale Hotel, Corbridge; archaeological evaluation:  ASUD 1181, November 2004 

Archaeological Services University of Durham 5

North Pennines Archaeology Ltd 2004 Archaeological Field Evaluation on 
land to the rear of Eastfield House, Corbridge, Northumberland 
CP/139/04 (draft) 

North Pennines Archaeology Ltd 2004 Archaeological Field Evaluation on 
land at Bishops Garages Car Park, Corbridge, Northumberland 
CP/145/04 (draft) 
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Appendix 1: Context data 

Summary list of contexts. The  symbols in the columns at the right indicate the 
presence of finds of the following types: P pottery, B bone, M metals, C clay-pipe, S 
slag, O other materials. 
 
Trench 1 

No Description P B M C S O
100 Topsoil       
101 Garden soil       
102 Dusty silt layer       
103 Wall        
104 Natural subsoil       
105 Brown silt with ash       

 
Trench 1 

No Description P B M C S O
200 Topsoil       
201 Garden soil       
202 Grey fine silt layer       
203 Natural subsoil       
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Appendix 2: Stratigraphic matrices 
 
Trench 1:    Trench 2: 
 

105

F103

102

104

200

201

202

100

101

203

Topsoil Topsoil

Wall

Natural

Natural
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Appendix 2: Project brief 
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