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1.  Summary  
 The project 
1.1  This report presents the results of an archaeological desk-based assessment, which 

was conducted in advance of a proposed development on land at Foxcombe Farm, 
Hollacombe, Devon. The assessment comprised a search of pertinent documentary 
and cartographic records, records of archaeological interventions, the Historic 
Environment Record, and a site walk-over survey. 

 
1.2  The works were commissioned by Chester Energy (Foxcombe) Ltd, and conducted by 

Archaeological Services Durham University. 
 

 The archaeological resource  
1.3  No archaeological resource has been identified which requires preservation in situ. 

There are no historic or statutorily protected buildings on or in the near vicinity of 
the site. There are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments on or in the near vicinity of the 
site. 

 
1.4  There is no evidence of activity in the proposed development area or in the study 

area before the medieval period. However, there is the potential for an as yet 
unidentified resource relating to the exploitation of the area to survive. 

 
1.5  An early Christian community appears to have developed at Hollacombe, possibly as 

early as the 7th century. However, the current church is mainly of 14th century date, 
and was heavily restored in the 1880s. The proposed development area lies around 
400m southeast of the church and is primarily in an area of medieval enclosures 
based on strip fields. 

 
1.6  During the post-medieval period the site was used for farming, and this has 

remained the case through to the present day. Evidence for field boundaries 
removed during these periods of activity have the potential to survive as buried 
features. Root action from copses known from the historical record and modern 
farming techniques such as ploughing, may have had some impact upon any 
potentially surviving archaeological resource. Post-medieval farm buildings were 
present at the extreme north-west corner of the west-central field, evidence for 
which could survive below ground. 

 
 Impact assessment 
1.7  The construction of access roads, compounds, service trenches and foundation 

trenches all have the potential to impact upon any potential surviving archaeological 
resource. 

 
 Recommendations 
1.8  No archaeological works are recommended in relation to this development. 
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2.  Project  background  
 Location (Figure 1) 
2.1  The site is located at Foxcombe Farm, Hollacombe, Devon (NGR centre: SS 3821 

0268). It is irregular in shape, following existing field boundaries, and covers an area 

of approximately 16.4 ha, bounded by the minor road from Hollacombe towards 
Clawmoor and Muckworthy on the northeast, Tredown House on the southwest and 
farmland on other sides. The lane to Tredown House bisects the proposed 
development area but is excluded from it. 

 

 Development proposal (Figure 1) 
2.2  The development proposal is for a solar farm. The details of the proposed 

construction techniques, including any associated works that will have a below-
ground impact, are detailed in the environmental statement. 

 

 Objective 
2.3  The objective of the scheme of works was to assess the nature, extent and potential 

significance of any surviving archaeological resource within the proposed 
development area, so that an informed decision may be made regarding the nature 
and scope of any further scheme of archaeological works that may be required in 
relation to the proposed development.  

 

 Methods statement 
2.4  The works have been conducted in accordance with standard Archaeological 

Services’ procedures for desk-based assessments. The works comprised the study of 
pertinent cartographic and other historical sources, records of previous 
archaeological interventions, sites listed in the Historic Environment Record (HER) 
within 1km of the proposed development area, and a site walk-over survey. HER 
references are referred to in brackets throughout the text of this report, and are 
listed in the appendix.  

 

 Planning guidance 
2.5  This assessment and its recommendations are a considered response to the 

proposed development in relation to Government policy, as it is set out in Planning 
Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment, and the Historic 
Environment Planning Practice Guide. 

 

 Dates 
2.6  The field visit took place on 12th January 2011. This report was prepared for the 21st 

January 2011. 
 

 Personnel 
2.7  Research was conducted and this report prepared by Andy Platell, with illustrations 

by Janine Watson. The Project Manager was Daniel Still. 
 

 OASIS 
2.8  Archaeological Services Durham University is registered with the Online AccesS to 

the Index of archaeological investigationS project (OASIS). The OASIS ID number for 
this project is archaeol3-91756. 
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3.   Landuse, topography and geology 
 Landuse 
3.1  At the time of this assessment, the proposed development area comprised four 

large enclosed fields of pasture. No livestock was present in any of these fields. 
 

 Topography  
3.2  The proposed development area lies at the top of a southeast-facing slope with a 

minimum elevation of approximately 140m OD and a maximum elevation of 
approximately 175m OD.  

 

 Geology  
3.3  The underlying solid geology of the area comprises Crackington Formation 

mudstone, siltstone and occasional sandstone members of the Carboniferous 
Period, which passes upwards into the Bow Breccia Formation of the Permian Period 
along the northern edge of the proposed development area. No superficial deposits 
are recorded by the British Geological Survey 

 
 

4.  Site  walk-over  survey  
4.1  A walk-over survey was conducted, to help ascertain the potential of the proposed 

development area to contain any archaeological resource. The visit noted site 
topography, earthworks and areas of modern overburden, modern services, 
boundaries, buildings and other upstanding remains. A pro forma recording sheet 
was completed. 

 
4.2  The three southern fields slope towards the southeast (Figures 10 and 11). The 

northern field, which is separated from the other ones by the lane to Tredown 
House, dips very gently northwards towards a stream along its northern edge (Figure 
12). Boundaries of all fields along the road and along the lane to Tredown House are 
simple hawthorn hedges. All other boundaries contain a number of mature trees, 
incorporated into hawthorn hedges. 

 
4.3  No features of archaeological interest were observed during the walk-over survey. 

No evidence could be seen for the cropmarks recorded on the HER in the southern 
field. 

 
 

5.  Historical and archaeological development 
 Previous archaeological works 
5.1  No previous archaeological works have been identified within the proposed 

development area or in the wider study area. 
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  The prehistoric and Roman periods (up to 5th century AD) 
5.2  There is no direct evidence of activity in the proposed development area or in the 

wider study area during the prehistoric or Roman periods. However, there is the 
potential for an as yet unidentified resource relating to the exploitation of the area 
to survive. 

 

  The medieval period (5th century to 1540) 
5.3  Hollacombe is recorded in the Doomsday Survey as Holecoma, perhaps meaning the 

‘Hollow Valley’. It has been suggested that there was an oratory for the priory 
church of Bodmin here at this time (Reichel 1898). Although the parish church (HER 
134) is mainly of the 14th century, and was heavily restored in the 1880s, it contains 
earlier elements, including the head of a lantern cross (HER 135). It sits in an oval 
enclosure (HER 65344) and is dedicated to an early saint (St Petroc) who had a cult 
centre in Bodmin by the time of the Doomsday Survey. It has therefore been 
suggested that a church had been founded on this spot as early as the 7th century. 

 
5.4  The church and settlement of Hollacombe lie around 400m northwest of the 

proposed development area. The general characteristic of this area during the 
medieval period is of agricultural practices. The Historic Landscape Characterisation 
project has identified the site as a series of medieval enclosures based on strip fields, 
with parts of the southern field and west-central field as modern enclosures (Figure 
9). 

 

  The post-medieval period (1541 to 1899) 
5.5  Early maps of Devon, such as those by Saxton (1576; Figure 2), Bill (1626; Figure 3) 

and Donne (1765; Figure 4), do not depict the proposed development area in any 
detail and it is not possible to establish what sort of activity may have been taking 
place on the site at that time. Greenwood’s map of 1827 (Figure 5) is more accurate 
and shows enough detail to locate the site accurately, although individual fields are 
not differentiated.  A farm is present at the location of modern Tredown, although it 
is named as E. Combe on this map. 

 
5.6  The 1844 Tithe Map (Figure 6) is the earliest to show the site in detail. The 

surrounding area is characterised by large enclosed fields of arable and pasture, with 
occasional farms and hamlets. Foxcombe farm itself is not shown on the map (an 
earlier farm, named as Sillick, is present slightly to the north of the current 
Foxcombe Farm). The proposed development area itself is a patchwork of enclosed 
fields, described in the apportionment as belonging to East Tredown. This is a 
separate farm to West Tredown although both are listed as being owned by Thomas 
Brown and farmed by Thomas Jordan. West Tredown Farm is the modern Tredown 
House, east Tredown Farm no longer exists; its site lies at the northwest corner of 
the west-central field of the proposed development area. This modern field is 
depicted on the tithe plan as four smaller ones; the east-central one is shown as two 
fields, the southern one is shown as four fields and the northern one as three fields. 
Several areas of woodland are present around the edges of all the fields, but 
particularly around all edges of the southern field and at the northern end of the 
northern field. These areas of woodland are likely to have had an adverse impact 
upon any potential surviving archaeological deposits due to root action. 

 
5.7  A number of cropmarks (HER 63445) are recorded within the southern field on an 

aerial photograph of 1982. These cropmarks are also visible on the current image on 
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Google Earth, taken in 2007 (not illustrated for copyright reasons). Most of these 
marks are in the correct locations to be the former field boundaries shown on the 
tithe map and later Ordnance Survey editions. The southernmost of the northeast-
southwest aligned cropmarks appears to be associated with field drains, as the 
Google Earth image shows an additional series of parallel cropmarks, together with a 
series of northwest-southeast aligned marks. 

 
5.8  The tithe apportionment names a field immediately west of the proposed 

development area as ‘Church Close’ (HER 7327). There is no tradition of a church or 
chapel in this field and no evidence for any building foundation here. The derivation 
of the name is therefore unclear. A field immediately east of the proposed 
development area is named on the apportionment as ‘Ridge Field’ (HER 7328). Faint 
traces of narrow ridge and furrow have been recorded in this field. Also, two fields 
slightly further north are named as ‘Home Sanctuary’ and ‘East Sanctuary’ on the 
apportionment (HER 7326). These may relate to an ecclesiastical building here, 
although again there is no local tradition to support this. A field 1km to the 
northeast is named as ‘Beacon Field’ (HER 7318). There are no records of a beacon 
here, although the situation is ideal. 

 
5.9  The 1st edition Ordnance Survey map (1885; Figure 7) shows a few alterations. The 

small fields around East Tredown have been amalgamated into a single field. The 
buildings at East Tredown are still shown, although the farm is no longer named. 
Instead the single name of Tredown is placed centrally between the buildings of 
West and East Tredown, suggesting that they had been merged into one farm by this 
time. The two tithe plan fields of the current east-central field have been merged 
into one and two of the three tithe plans fields of the current northern field have 
been merged. The four smaller tithe plan fields of the current southern field remain 
unaltered. Outside the proposed development area, the Holwsorthy and Bude 
branch of the London and South Western Railway (HER 22543) is shown. This was 
opened in 1879 and passes 150m to the north of the site and immediately south of 
Sillick Farm. Foxcombe farm has still not been constructed. A quarry (HER 73771) 
and gravel pit (HER 73772) are shown northeast of the church and another quarry is 
shown in Beacon Field (HER 73773). 

 

  The modern period (1900 to present) 
5.10  The 2nd edition of the Ordnance Survey map of 1906 (Figure 8) and later editions 

(not illustrated) show no significant alterations to the proposed development area 
until the 1964 edition. The 1979 edition shows the railway has been closed and 
dismantled, Sillick and East Tredown have been demolished and West Tredown has 
taken its current shape. The remaining internal field boundaries have been removed 
to form the current field pattern, except for the western side of the west-central 
field. This remained as part of a larger field, including land outside the proposed 
development area, until it was defined by a fence boundary no later than 2002. 
Foxcombe Farm had also been constructed by this later date. 

 

 The  buildings  
5.11  There are no statutorily protected buildings within the site. Hollacombe Church 

around 400m to the northwest is a Grade II listed building, as are the farmhouse 
granary and farm buildings at Haynes farm, a similar distance to the west (appendix). 
None of these buildings are likely to be affected by the proposed development. 
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 Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other Designated Heritage Assets 
5.12  There are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments within the proposed development 

area, or the near vicinity. 
 
 

6.  The potential archaeological resource 
6.1  There is no direct evidence of activity in the proposed development area or in the 

study area before the medieval period. However, there is the potential for an as yet 
unidentified resource relating to the exploitation of the area to survive. 

 
6.2  An early Christian community appears to have developed at Hollacombe, possibly as 

early as the 7th century. However, the current church is mainly of 14th century date, 
and was heavily restored in the 1880s. The proposed development area lies around 
400m southeast of the church and is primarily in an area of medieval enclosures 
based on strip fields.  

 
6.3  During the post-medieval period the site was used for farming, and this has 

remained the case through to the present day. Evidence for field boundaries 
removed during these periods of activity have the potential to survive as buried 
features. Root action from copses known from the historical record and modern 
farming techniques such as ploughing, may have had some impact upon any 
potentially surviving archaeological resource. Post-medieval farm buildings were 
present at the extreme north-west corner of the west-central field, evidence for 
which could survive below ground. 

 
 

7.  Impact  assessment  
 Direct impact 
7.2 The construction of access roads, compounds, service trenches and foundation 

trenches all have the potential to impact upon any potential surviving 
archaeological resource.  

 
 

8.  Recommendations  
8.1  No archaeological works are recommended in relation to this development. 
 
 

9.  Sources  
 Cartographic sources 
  Saxton's map of 1576 

Bill's map of 1626 
Donne's map of 1765 
Greenwood’s map of 1827 
Devon Record Office, 1844 Tithe apportionment for the parish of Hollacombe 
Ordnance Survey 1st Edition, 25" 

  Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition, 25" 
 

 Geotechnical  works  
  No records of geotechnical works within the proposed development area were 

identified for this assessment. 
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 Appendix: Historic Environment Record 
The tables include sites recorded within the vicinity of the proposed development area 
(within an approximate radius of 1km from the site).  
 

Historic Environment Record 
(PRN = Public Record Number) 
PRN Description Date 
134  Hollacombe St Petrock Church  medieval 
135  Lantern  cross   medieval  
7318  Beacon Field (field name)  post-medieval 
7326  Sanctuary (field name)  post-medieval 
7327  Church Close (field name)  post-medieval 
7328  Ridge Field (field name)  post-medieval 
22543  The Holsworthy Branch of the London and South Western Railway  post-medieval 
35657   Hayne Farmhouse  post-medieval 
356578  Hayne  Farm  Granary   post-medieval  
356579  Hayne  Farm  Buildings   post-medieval  
36249  Railway  milepost   post-medieval  
63445  Cropmark   post-medieval?  
65344  Possible  enclosed  cemetery   medieval?  
73771  Quarry   post-medieval  
73772  Gravel  pit   post-medieval  
73773  Quarry   post-medieval  

 

Listed buildings 
PRN Description Grade 
90787  Hollacombe St Petrock Church  II 
90784   Hayne Farmhouse  II 
90785  Hayne  Farm  Granary   II  
90786  Hayne  Farm  Buildings   II  
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Figure 10: Southern field, 
looking east 

  

 

Figure 11: West-central 
field, looking northeast 

  

 

Figure 12: Northern field, 
looking east towards 
Tredown House 

  
 


