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1. Summa‘fy

The project was underiaken in response to propdsals to develop the site by Arbor Townscape
Lid o - : | _

. The main aims were fo investigate pétem‘fai archaeology z'_n' the areas likely to be qffected by
the proposed development and to make satisfactory recordings of the findings.

The evaluation results came from three trenches positioned at regular intervals across the
site. ' .

No evidence for archaeology was found. The site was disturbed by a cellar and other 20"
Century intrusions, ' :
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2. Introduction

Archaeological Investigations Ltd. was commissioned by Mr. Julian Timmins of Arbor
Townscape Ltd. to carry out an archaeological -evaluation on land at 18a Church Vale, West
Bromwich, prior to the construction of a residential apartment building on the site. The
fieldwork took place on the 10 May 2006. ' | -

In line with Pl_anning_;Policy Guidelines Note 16, section 30 the Planning Authority was
advised that a programme of archaeological work was required, taking the form of an
- archaeological evaluation prior to the commencement of building works,

The 34m by 19m site lies to the north-east of the centre of West Bromwich and west of
Sandwell Valley, on the corner of Little Lane and Church Vale (Fig. 1). It is currenily
undeveloped waste ground. The site has a steady slope from 149.32m OSL in-the west to-
148.03m OSL in the east. All levels were recorded from a temporary benchmark (148,340m)
located on manhole cover 0303 positioned at the cast end of Little Lane to the south of the
site, - ' ' '

The natural geology of the site is a deep red sand containing a large amount of rounded and
sub-rounded pebbles. - ' '
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3. Historical Background

Prior to the 14™ Century West Bromwich was known as Bromwich, and is referred to in the
Domesday Book as ‘Bromwic’ the home of *10 villeins and 3 bordars’. The main settlement at
this time was at Lyndon, south of the Parish Church. Prior to the 18™ century the settlement
was thinly populated and rural with some domestic nail-making the only noticeable industry
(Baugh et al 1976),

The site is within an area of archaeological potential as defined in the council UDP. The site
lies to the south of the 14" century Church of All Saints, adjacent to Sandwell Valley and
within the historic core of West Bromwich. Many features survive in Sandwell Valley
including earthworks and buried remains from the prehistoric to the medieval period (Fig. 6).

John Wood’s 1837 survey map of the area (Fig. 3) shows the rural nature of the site in the mid
19" century. The eatliest documentary evidence for any development on the site is the 1890
OS5 First Edition (Iig. 4) which shows an ‘L’ shaped structure at the west of the site and a
rectangular structure in the south. These structures are also present on the 1904 Second
Edition OS map (Fig. 5) and the 1938 Revision OS map. These would appear to be the
structures that were demolished as part of the current development programme.
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4. Aims and Objectives

o

The aim of the project was to investigate the nature and extent of any archacological remains
present on the proposed development site and provide a satisfactory record of such.

The main objectives were to

* lIdentify the date and nature of features or deposits. . : o
* Assess survival condition and significance of features, deposits or structures in the
study area, _ ' '
~» Produce arecord of the features and deposits. _
* Assess analyse and report on the findings of the work,

N .

| Method

Following the recommendation of the Borough Archaeologist, Mr. Graham Eyre-Morgan, 3%
of the area to be developed was investigated by trial trenching. Three trenches (Fig. 2)
measuring approximately 4mx2m were excavated using a tracked excavator with a 1.50m
toothless bucket. Deposits were removed until the first archaeological horizon was
encountered or undisturbed natural subsoil uncovered. A small sondage was excavated in the
base of trench 1 to confirm that natural had been encountered.

All trenches were recorded in the same manner. A section was drawn of each trench at a scale
of 1:20 (Fig. 7), and a plan made at a scale of 1:50. Each drawn section and an overview of
each trench was photographed using 35mm black and white, and colour film. A context record’
was produced, numbered individually by trench, and registers maintained for photographs,
drawings and context records.

Trench locations were recorded by triangulating from known points and recbrding this on an
ordnance survey map of the area (Fig. 2).

|
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6. Results

None of the trenches revealed any evidence of archacology



Depth Context Number | Description
() |
0 — 1 100=200=300 Dark brown sandy clay, ¢.2% charcoal flecking & large
0.24m amount of brick rubble. Heavily d1sturbed modern make up
layer,

024 - 1202 | Orange brown sand. No visible 1nclus1ons Possﬂ:)le mterface
- 0,74m between natural and topsoil.
1024 —1303 Browny orange sandy clay with rounded and sub-rounded

0.84m | stone inclusions,  Modern brick inclusio’ns- Redeposited

' natural. :

0.24m -~ | 101=201=301 ~ | Browny red sandy clay. 40% rounded and sub-rounded stones.

- {40-100mm), Firm compaction. Natural,

The upper c.24cm of the site was characterised by a dmk brown sandy clay layer of 19" and

20" century disturbance. In the east of the site adjacent to Church Vale Road, this lay directly
above natural. As the site rose up towards its western extent, redeposited natural had been
used to create a slope to the site (202, 303) :

7. Discussion

‘None of the trenches revealed significant archacology Deposm; 202 and 303 seem likely to be

contemporary, and their nature (mainly natural with some 19™ century rubbish) would suggest
that they were deposited during the landscaping of the plot prior to the construction of the
recently demolished detached house and cellars on the site. This would date these deposits to
between 1837 and 1890, which fits in well with the type of brick and rubbish found within-
them. The overlying deposit (100, 200, 300) post-dates this made up layer and is massively
disturbed by the current groundworks.

8

Conclusion

No surviving archaeology was found during' the evaluation. Activity relating to the Medieval
period or before that may have existed on-the site is likely to have been destroyed by the
construction of a detached dwelling with cellar on the site at some point bétween 1837 and
1890, :
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Appendix 1: Site Archive

Three section drawings at 1:20 scale _
Three trench plan drawings at 1:50 scale
One drawing register '
Three photographic registers

- One context register
FFour context sheets
One pack of colour photos -
One pack of B&W photos
A copy-of this report
One Levels register
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Site: 18A Church Vale, West Bromwich

| A.gent:__AborbuiI.deirs, Julian Timmins

* Planuing Officer: John Baker 0121 569 4049

: Boro'ug.h Archacologist: Graham Eyre-Morgan (0121 569 4025) o

Assistant Archaeologist: Charlotte Lewis Assistant Archaeologist (0121 569 4217-). '

This archaeological bricf is only valid for six months. After this period' the ;Borough'-
Aiﬂckaéologist should be confacted, Any written scheme of investigation -resulting frbm'tﬁis
brief shall only be considered for the same peﬁod. The contractor is strongly: advised to
| visit the site before completing their written scheme of investigation, as there may be

- implications for accurately costing the project.

1. Introduction

This brief has been prepared by the Assistant Archacologist of Sah_dwell Metr'opolitan
‘Borough Council. The brief sets out the requirements for an archaeological evaluation by trial
trenching. The purpose of evaluation is to determine the presence/absence of archaeological
features within the appﬁcaﬁon area so that an informed decision can be made on their.
pfeservation or otherwise. This Brief and any resulting Contractors’ Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) will ensure that the requirements of the Condition can be adequately

discharged.
2. Site Location and Description

“The site subject to development is 18A Church Vale, located on the corner of Little Lane and
Church Vale, lying to the north east of the centre of West Bromwich and the West of |
Sandwell Valley. The land is currently a residential property and in an area of archaeological

potential as defined in the council UDP,

3, Planning Background

3.1 A planning application (DC/05/45545) was submitted on the 13/12/05 for the demolition

of the existing dwelling and construction of 6 apartments,



3.2 Based on the advice gwcn in Planning Policy Guidance Nore 16; Archaeology and
Planning (DoE 1990, paras 21-22):

‘No_development involving any ground disturbance shall take place until an archaeological
investigation of the site has been carvied out in accordance with a specification to be
submitted to and approved by the local planning authority in writing’

The evaluation is designed provide sufficient information on the pi*esen’ce/abseﬁc_e_, nature,
quality and extent of any below ground remains. If present, the invéstigation will identify any
archaeological remains thereby enabling -the iormula’mon if appropriate, of an additional
programme of excavation; should the depos1t<; be of nauonal importance’ there would be a -
presumption in favour Of their in-situ preservation,

3.3 This Brief and any resulting Contractors’ Writien Scheme of Investigation (WSI) will
ensure that the requirements of any future Condition can be adequately discharged.

4, Archaeological Background

The site is within an area of archacological potential as defined in the UDP. The site lies to
the south of the 14™ Century Church of All Saints (PRN 1411), adjacent to Sandwell Valley
and within the historic core of West Bromwich (PRN 6204). Many features survive in

Sandwell Valley including earthworks and buried remains from prehistoric to medieval.

The current application provides a fresh opportunity of examining the origins and
development of the medicval town. Isolated pottery fragments are also likely to provide
important information on the chronology of the town, the status of the inhabitants and their

general living conditions, Other archaeological remains could also be revealed,
5. Reqaﬁi%mmt for Work

5.1 The purpose of the archaeological investigation is to locate and identify any surviving
remaing within the constraint area; in this particular instance this office wishes to know the
extent, the date, nature and state of preservation of any archaeological deposits, which may be
present under the area, proposed for development. The work must also assess the relative
importance of these deposits, and the potential loss of any archacological information by the



development, therefore substantiating any need for further excavation or change in the
planning consent '

5.2 A 3% sample of the development area will be investigated by trial trenching and the
layout should be designed to ensure uniform coverage across the site; a trench plan must be

appended to the specification.
5.3 The site-specific aims are: .

¢ To establish the:preéence/ absence of archaeological femains within the development area

e To determine the nature, extent, con_dition, character, quality and date of any
archacological remains encountered |

¢ To provide further information on the origing and development of West Bromwiéh from
the medieval period to the present dajf _ |

"» To contribute to any existing corpus of academic knowledge

o To make available to interested parties the results of the inVestigation subject to any

confidentiality restrictions

5.4 The evaluation recommended above is only the first stage in the zﬁrchaeolo_giéal
‘investigation of each of the sites recommended. The scope of any further archaeological
recording on each of the sites will depend on the results of the preliminary (and second phase

if appropriate) evaluation of surviving archaeological deposits.

5.5 If evaluation indicates that significant archacological evidence survives on the site, and
“would be negatively impacted by the proposed redevelopment, a further stage of detailed
archaeological excavation and recording will be carried out, in accordance with a éite—speciﬁc
Written Scheme of Investigation approved by the Borough Archacologist, which sets out

specific aims of further recording work.
6.0 General Methodology

6.1 The evaluation shall be supported by a written scheme of investigation.



6.2 The coniractor is expected to follow the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field

Archaeologists. .

0.3 Details including the name, qualifications and ekperjence, of the site director and all other
project personnel (including specialist staff) shall be supplied to the Borough Archaeologist as

part of the written scheme of investigation,

6.4 Notification of the supervisor/project manager's name and the members of the team shall be
provided in writing to Borough Archaeologist at least one week in advance of commencement of

work.
6.5 'The site code for this project is CHCVO06.
6.6 All the latest Health and Safety guidelines shall be followed on site.

6.7 Should the client wish to curtail the investigation for any reason at any point in advance of its
completion the contractor will still be expected to produce a full report including specialist finds

assessments within the timetable set out below.,

6.8 The IFA’s Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluations should be used for
additional guidance in the production of the written scheme of investigation, the content of the

report, and the general execution of the project.

7. Evaluation Mcthodology

7.1 The contractor shall ensure detailed study of all mains service locations and avoid damage

to these.

7.2 Prior to the commencement of on-site works the contractor must consult the Sandwell
Sites and Monuments Record (Fay de Souza 0121 568 4216) and undertake a rapid map
regression exercise based on the sources held at the Local Studies Section of Smethwick

Library. This information will assist in on-site interpretation.



7.3 Itis recomméﬁded that a minimum of 3% of the area to be developed is investigated by |
trial 'tre'nching. The t_'fial trencheé will be machine excavated using a toothless ditching buckét,

~ and under the superviéiori and to the satisfaction of a professional archacologist, The exposed
| sub-soil or archaeological hotizon will be hand cleaned in all trenches and any archaeological

~deposits or negative features planned.

74 At Ieast 50% of all contained features shall be excavated. A stated percentage of stmctural )
~and 11near features to be excavated shall be prov1ded in the WSI. For those trenches where
‘substantial nmetecnth and twentieth century masonty remains are encountered hand dug test
pits will be excavated within the trench in order to examine the presence/absence of earlier.
remains.  NOTE: In some circumstances it may be necessary to use shoring to support the
sides;.of the treh_ch, but advice must be sought from the Borough Archaeologist before

empl’oying.this_mefhodology. |

7.5 Details of how all archacological contexts and artefacts will be excavated, surveyed,

re_covéred and recorded shall be provided. The site grid will be tied to the national grid.

7.6 Details of the site planning policy shall be given in the WSI. The normal preferred policy
for the scale of archaeological site plans is 1:20 and sections at 1:10, unless circumstances

indicate that other scales would be more appropriate.

7.7 The photographic recérd shall consist of high quality digital colour and black and white
- copies, This shall include both general and feature specific photographs; a photographic scale
(including nbrth arrow) shall be included in the case of detailed photographs. A photographic
register and s.upportingplan detailing as a minimum feature number, location, and direction of

shot shall accompany the photographic record.

7.8 The contractor must arrange, through a Sﬁitably qualified specialist, the assessment of the
environmental and metallurgical potential of the site through the examination of suitable
deposits. Guidance should be sought from the appropriate English Heritage Regional Advisor
in Archaeological Science and details of the methodology included within the WSI.



8.0 Finds

8.1 All finds, where appropriate, shall be washed and marked with both the site code and

context number,

8.2 The WSI shall include an agreed list of spécialist consultants who might be réquired to

conserve and/or report on finds, and advise or report on other aspects of the investigation.

8.3 Finds work should be to accepted professional standards and adhere 1o the Institute of -
Field Archacologists Guidelines for Finds Work. Details of the finds retrieval pohcy must be
included Wlthm the WSI '

8 4 The requirements for conservation and storage shall be agreed with Wedncsbu:ry Mueeum

prior to the start of work, and conﬁrmed in writing with the Borough Archaeologist.

9.0 Results

9.1 The draft full report including all specialist assessments of artelact assemblages shall be
submitted to the Borough Archaeologist within six weeks of completing the fieldwork for
approval, Once approved a total of eight copies plus a copy on CD-ROM are to be supplied-to

the Borough Archaeologist for general distribution.

9.2 The report must contain:

s The aims and methods adopted duﬁng the course of the evaluation.,

®  Detailed results including a suitable conclusion and discussion. This must be linked to
the research objgctwes cited above and consider the sites in their local, regional and
national context,

®  An assessment of the local, regional national importance of the site. The latter should
be based on the criteria for scheduling as set out in Annex 4 of PPG 16 (DoE 1990).

* Impact Assessment and recommended mitigation strategy will be used to assess the

impact of the proposal on the surviving archaeological resource.



¢ The contractor is also expected to formulate a mitigation strategy and future research
programme.  The latter should be based on national/regional/local research
frameworks and identify the aims/objectives of any future excavation.

‘s Although the cmphasis should be on those deposits that are likely to be destroyed the
wider potential the site must also be considered

» A concise non-technical summary of the project results

e All specialist reports and assessments ‘

e Site Tocation plan, copies of any historical mapq and 2 reproscntatlve sample of the
photographs including colour prmts '

s Location plan of trenches in relation to the proposed development. All corners of each
trench shall be given a 10 figure grid reference B I

* A section/s within each trench showing the depth of doposits. including the present
ground level with Ordnanc,e Datum, vertical and horizontal scale

o Sufficient plans by period and area to aid interpretation

o Artefact illustrations that would be submitted in any future publloatlon
9.3 The following appendices should also be included:

¢ - Location and summary of the archive contents

* Completed summary sheet (copy attached to brief)

» Photographic register _

e - Archaeological brief, the approv'ed contraictors’ written. scheme of investigation
together with the completed pro-forma and site location plan which were submitted as

part of the pla,nning application
9.4 The proposed. format of the report will be described within the WSI.
160  Avchive
10.1 Before commencing any fieldwork, the Contractor must contact the Community History

and Archives Service, Smethwick Library (High Street, Smethwiékg West Midlands B661AB.

Tel. 0121 5582561), to determine the requirements for the deposition of the archive.



10.2 The archive should include tho record photographs and d1g1ta1 mformatlon together with
“a copy of the Report,

10.3 Phofographic prints should be re-produced at a- minimum of five by four inches and -
Iabellod' on the back using indeliblé ink with the ﬁ'ame numbof date, photographers name
together with the site. code, name and grid roferenco, the photographs bomg moumod in

archival quahty sleeves,

10.4 It is the responsibility of the Contractor to meet the Commumty Hlsiory and Arohwos

Service requirements with regard to the preparation of material for dopos1t1on

10.5 Written notification of the commencement of fieldwork shall be given to Community

History and Archives Service at the same time as the Borough Archacologist.

10.6 A summary of the contents of the archive shall be supphed to Borough Archaeologist at

~ the time of deposition.
11.0  Monitoring

11.1 The Borough Archaeologist will be responsible for monitoring progress and standards
throughout the project and should be kept regularly informed during fieldwork, interpretation

and reporting stages.

11.2 Written Notification of the start date will be given to the Borough Archacologist at least
one week before the commencement of work and once the ﬁeldwork'st_ago of the investigation

‘has been completed.

120 Comtractors Written Scheme of Investigation

12.1 Any variations to the WSI shall be agreed in writing with the Borough Archacologist

before being implemented.



12.2 This Brief has been written following a cursory examination of the site by the Borough
Archaeologist, potential contractors are therefore strongly advised to carry out their own

inspection before submitting a written quotation.
12,3 If on first visiting the site or at any time duting the recording exercise, it appears that:

1) part or the whole of the site is not ameﬁablé to the recording programme outlined aboVe_, '
and/or | o |
ii) an alternative approach may be more approptiate or likely to produce more informative
results, and/or | ' _ ' |
iif) any features that should be r_epérdéd aé 'ha“Viﬂg a beéring on the interpretation of the site
have been omitted, o o

then it is expected that the Contractor will contact tjh'e. Borough Archaeologist as a matter of

urgency.

For further information regardirig the content of this Brief please contact the author at
-the address below. As part of our desire to provide a quality service, we would welcome
any comments you may have on the content and presentation of this Archaeological

Brief,

- Graham Byre-Morgan
Borough Archaeologist
Charlotte Lewis '
Asgsistant Archaeologist
Sandwell MBC
Development House
Lombard Street
West Bromwich
West Midlands
B70 8RU

Tel (0121) 569 4025
Fax (0121) 569 4265
Email: graham eyremorgan@sandwell.gov.uk
Email; charlotte lewis@sandwell.gov.uk
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1.2
1.2.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

1.3.5

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS LTD _

LAND AT 18A CHURCH VALE,
WEST BROMWICH
- Sandwell
(NGR SP 01053 9335)

Project Design for archaeological evaluation

Background
Description of the site '
The plot of land is to the north-east of the ccntre of West Bromw1ch and west of

‘Sandwell Valley, on the corner of Little Lane and Lhurch Vale. It is currently a

residential property.
The site is Wit:hin an Area of Archaeological Potential as defined in the council’s UDP.
The site is located at NGR SP 0105 9335.

Previous archaeological work/knowledge

The site is located wifhin an Arca of Archacological Potcnt1a1 as deﬁned in the UDP,

being within the historic core of West Bromwich and to the south of All Saints, a 14‘“

century church. It is adjacent to the Sandwell Valley where many features, in the form
of earthworks and buried remains dating from the prehlstorlc to the medieval period,
survive.

Reasons for the project

Planning permission was granted by Sandwell MBC for demolition of the existing
buildings on the site and construction of six apartments subject to an archaeological
condition (Application Ref: DC/05/45545),

The condition is based on advice within Planning Policy Guidelines Note 16 and states
“No development involving any ground disturbance shall take place until an

archaeological investigation of the site has been carried out in accordance with a
specification to be submitted to and approved by the local planning authority in

writing,”

A Dbrief has been drafted to demonstrate the archaeological methodology for an
evaluation to partially fulfil the terms of the condition and this project design has been
submitted to comply with the requirements of the brief.

The client must arrange for access to the site and provide information on all services.

Trenches will be backfilled on completion using the material removed from the
trenches. On completion of site work Axchaeological Investigations Lad. will not



take any responsibility for the maintenance of the backfilted trenches. If special

- reinstatement is required then this is additional to the quote submitted.

1.4
1.4.1

2.
21
2.1.1

313

Archive deposition : ' _

It is Archaeological Investigations Lid’s policy to encourage landowners to deposit the
site archive including all finds with the local museum. Archaeological Investigations
Ltd will prepare the archive for transfer following discussion with the Wednesbury
Museum., '

Aims and objectives
Research design

‘The objectives of the work are to:

a. Establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains within = the
development area | ' '

b.  Determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any
archaeological remains encountered : '

c. Provide further information on the origins and development of West Bromwich
from the medieval to the present day o

d.  Contribute to the existing body of academic knowledge

e. Make available to interested parties the results of the investigation (subject to
- restrictions of confidentiality),

Method statement
General archaeological method
This applies to all relevant cases below.

The trench positions and survey grid will be tied into features shown on the Ordnance_
Survey 1:2500 mapping, A temporary site bench mark would be set up on site using
the nearest surviving Ordnance Datum (where possible).

All archaeological features will be recorded in plan at a scale of 1:20, and
photographed, using B&W negative and colour slide filin (35mm), following cleaning,
A trench plan will be produced at 1:50. Selected sections of the trenches would be
drawn at 1:10.

Trenches will be excavated by a machine with a toothless ditching bucket under
continuous supervision by a qualified archazologist. After removal of overburden and
topsoil, exposed subsoils or archaecological horizons will be cleaned for planning.

At least 50% of all features totally contained within the trenches will be excavated. A
sample of at least 20% will be dug of linear or large features extending beyond the
bounds of the trenches and, where substantial 19™- or 20“’—century masonty



foundations are encountered within trenches, test pits will be dug by hand to establish
the presence/absence and condition of earlier remains. .

A band auger may also ]:'oe'used to- establish the seqﬁence’ of deposits in areas where
further excavation {s not being carried out. The auger has a head diameter of 100mm,
which is usually sufficient for the ‘collection of soil samples and identification of

relatively fine chang,es in strahgl aphy

A system of context recmds will be kcpt and numbcrcd independently by trench,
Rccordmg will be in accordance with Archaeological Investigations Lid’s site manual.
Registers will be kept for context records, photographs, drawings, small finds and
samples on site, -

General biological samples (.30 litres) would: be retained from archacological
deposits. Each sample would be floated to recover carbonised remains. A number of
further samples which, based on assessment of the environmental remains, .
demonstrate good potential for environmental preservation will be assessed for plant’

mactofossils, insects and pollen, bpccmhst ddVlCO will be used to determine which
samples to collect and assess.

All pottery, metal a:rtefacts and stratified bone would be retained for further analysis, |
Any ceramic building material would usually be retained although if large quantities

- are present (>10 pieces per context) then only diagnostic pieces/or a representative

3.1.10

3.2

3.3

3‘4

sample would be retained.

The code of conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists will be adhered fo,
together with their Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluation.

Documentary research

The following sources will be consulted:

» Sandwell Historic Environment Record

s Community History and Archives Service, Smethwick Library.

Trial trenching

A sample by trenching of 3% of the development area is proposed for the site and will
take place after demolition of existing buildings and removal of rubble. This has been
provided as 3 trenches of 3m length, each measuring 2-m in width, targeted on the
footprint of the proposed developments. Trench pesitions may vary according to
the results of the documentary research and factors local to the site (c.g. service
locations). Any variations to the indicated trench locations will be agreed with the
Borough Archaeologist for Sandwell MBC.

Schedule of drawings (preliminary)

Drawing Scale
Trench location plans 1:500
Trench plans ' _ 1:20/1:50
Plans of archaeological features ' 1:20
Selected sections of trenches 1:10

Sections through archaeclogical features 1:10/1:20.
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Fieldwork resonrces and programming

Staffi ing and equipment -
The project team would comprise the followmg members of staff

Project manager — Andy Boucher or Nlall Oakey
Based in Hereford and responsible for the over all co- ordmation of the development of

~ the project along with determining strategies and reassessing priorities in consultation

with the project superwsors specmllsts, monitors and client.

PrOJect officer/Field officer - (at Ieast threc years experience in field archaeology)
Responsible for the day to day running of the site work and adherence to the agreed

- project design and risk assessment along with the assignment of pI‘lOl‘l‘tl(S to 1nd1v1dua1

4.1.2

4.1.4

4.2

project staff followmg consuitation with the project manager.

1 Site assistant (at least 12 months experience)
Responsible for the excavation of deposits/features, oollectlon of samples. Also
rcspons1ble for the accurate producuon of drawn and written records. '

1 Post excavatlon aSSIStant - finds/environmental processing,

Due to the Vagaries of our -current work progr’lmme, it is 1mposs1ble to nominate .
individual members of field staff at present.

Specialists

Faunal remains — Andy Hammon
Charred remains — Angela Monkton
Pollen/plant macrofossils -~ James Greig
Insects - David Smith (Birmingham)

‘Medieval pottery — Kath Crooks (AIL)

Roman Pottery — Dr Jerry Evans
Post-medieval and modern pottery — Jon Goodwin (Stoke-on-Trent Archaeolog,y)

Industrial - Jerry McDonnell (Bradford),

Specialist equipment

Soil auger (2m depth/1 O()mm head)
Floatation tank.

Site accohnnodatioﬁ/security

A toilet may need to be placed on sne and fencing will be required around the edges of
the site.

Draft Programme
Trial trenching on site up 1o 2 days
Report for above 4 weeks.

A weeks® written notice of the commencement of fieldwork and composition of the
site team will be given to the Sandwoli MBC Borough Archaeologist.
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50.5

5.3

- 5.4

ConsOlidatioh of the site archive

Paper records

All records will be checked and catalogued. The site supervisor and staff will ensure
that the site archive is complete and all roglsterq are up to date.

On completmn of the fieldwork the entire paper record will be copied and the copy

- held in a repository other than the building in which the post excavation work is bemg

camcd out.

Finds
Pottery -
All pottery will be washed and marked with the site code and coptext number.

'Bonc—:

All bone will be Washed and stored in labelled bags. Any bone tools will be marked

_ and baggcd scparately

Metal artofacts _
All metal artefacts will be X- 1ayed and stored under appropriate humidity condmom

Glass
A conservator will bé contacted if any glass is recovered and they will ensure that the
material is stored and adequately consolidated,

Industrial waste

The conservator’s and industrial specialist’s advice will be sought over the treatment

and storage of industrial waste.

Inventbry
An inventory of the site archive will be produced and this will be available to all
members of the project team.

Report :
The site report will amalg:,amate the results from specialist work and the excavation

and research. A plan and section for each trench will be produced as well as an over-
all site plan showing the location of the trenches in relation to surrounding features.

- The sections will include vertical and horizontal scales, together with a level aOD. The

site will be assessed for local, regional and nationa) importance (on the criteria set out

in Annex 4 of PPG 16) and a strategy formulated to 1n1t1;:ate the impact of the
: development on the archaeological resource.

Re;aort specification
The interim report will contain the following elements and w111 not be paginated but

each section is numbered for easy reference:

® Contents page

® Summary

® Introduction

® Background information



Statement of aims and methods employed
Description of results
Discussion of results integrated with any other information
- Assessment of the local, regional and national importance of the site _
Assessment of the impact of the development on the surviving archaeological
resource
»  Formulation of a mitigation strategy and future research. pro gramme, if
appropriate
Conclusion :
Site location plan, copies of relevant historical maps and a reprcscntatlvc '
sample of photographs including colour prints :

> & &

¢ Location plan of trenches in relation to proposed development ‘The corner of

ecach trench will be given a ten figure grid reference

° - Appendices containing specialist reports, site archive information (mcludmg
photographic register), drchdcologlcal brief, written scheme of 1nvestlg,at1on
and summary sheet.

Bight copies will be provided for planning purposes and a copy on CD-ROM.
Publication

It is envisaged that the results of the work will be published in either a regional or
local journal depending on the relative importance of their findings. This will be

~ determined after the completion of the interim report.



RISK ASSESSMENT

L.Company/Location: Archaeological Investigations Litd

Unit 1, Premier Business Park -
Westfields Trading Estate

Faraday Road
Hereford HHR4 9INZ
2.Date of assessment; 25/04/06
. Activity/situation: Archaeological works at. West-BmmWich

4. Identification of hazards/action te note

All staff to be issued with safety boots, hard hats and vis jackets a.nd to. wear these at
all times on site. Visitors to be issued with hard hats/vis jackets. Access to arcas where
plant is working to be restricted to members of the client’s agents and company staff
only. Staff should note that they must keep out of the swing arc of the machine. Never
approach a machine from behind. Always cnsure the d:nvcr of tho machine has seen

Staff should be aware that soil and gravel is slippery when wet. Take extra care when
working in the wet. Never run on site. Grid pegs should be clearly identifiable and

No one is to climb the step ladder for the purpose of taking photographs without it
being placed on firm level ground and another member of staff supportmg the ladder

Staff using hand tools must be aware that lack of care can result in injury, Always
regularly clean soil off tools. Take short rests if feeling fatigued. Ensure no one is
working within 2-3m of the maximum swing distance of picks, mattocks and shovels.
If you are unfamiliar with any particular item of equipment then ask a supervisor.

Be aware of the location of the sides of excavation irenches All trenches should be
marked Im from their edge with bunting. Ramped access should be provided at one’
end of each trench. Shoring and fencing will be provided where necessary.

A plan of known services will need fo be obtained prior to work commencing from the

4.1 Heavy plant
you before approaching a machine.
4.2 Tall on level
safely protected.
4.3 Use of ladder/fall from height
all the time it is in use.
4.4 Use of hand tools.
4.5 Deep holes
4.6 Underground services
site agent, -
4,7 Lilting soil sacks/equipment

" Do not lift anything that because of its size or weight is likely to cause you injury.
Remember:



Keep a straight back

Take the strain with your thigh muscles

Keep your fingers clear of edges and trapping areas

If you are lifting with someone else ensure that you both work as a fO’llTl -
notl:tymg each other whcn to 11ft orlay the item to rest.

4.8 Contamlmtcd gmund :
- The site is not known to be contaminated but never the less c;taff should wash hands

before eating or any other hand to mouth activity.
5 . Ifems assessed which present low level rvisk

5.1 Bad weather
Comc equipped with enough clothing and waterproofs for bad weather.
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- SANDWELL MBC/ SMR
SUMMARY SHEET -

| Site Name/Address: 18a Church Vale, West Bromwich

Borough: Sandwell

NGR: NGR SP 01059335 -

Type of Work: Evaluation .

Date of Work: May 2006

Site Director/Group: Luke Craddock-Bennett,
Archaeological Investigations T.4d, Hereford

Site Code: CHCV 06

Location
- | Wednesbury

- of  Finds/Curating  Museum;

Further Seasons Anticipated?: No

Full Title of Report: 18a Church Vale, West Bromwich. Archaeological Evalﬁation-

Periods Represented: Modern

SUMMARY OF FIELDWORK RESULTS:

The evaluation results came from three trenches positioned at regular intervals across the site.

No évicienoe for archaeology was found. The site was disturbed by a cellar and other 20" century

intrasions,

Previous Summaries/Reporis: None

Author of Swmmary: Niall Oakey

Bate of Summary: 23" May 2006
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SMR Tocation Map

SMR 1414 -

SMR 4036 -
SMR 4040 -
SMR 4043 -
SMR 4059 -
SMR 4236 -
SMR 4244 -
SMR 5735 -
SMR 6701 -
SMR 8027 -

Hill House & 47 Dagger Lane, Charlemont. Early C16th building
with later additions. . - :

Hill House Farm, Medieval pottery from Fieldwalking.

Brick remains of C18th barn.

Victorian house garden, NW of Hill House farm.

Hill House Farm. Prehistoric flint scatter,

Hill House Farm. Earthwork. Undated T rackway.

Dartmouth Golf Course. Medieval Ridge and Furrow.

Lyndon Mill. Site of Post Medieval Windmill,
All Saints Way. Post Medieval site of Pound.
58 Vicarage Road. Undated Boundary Ditch.

Figure 6



Section drawings
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Trench 3 - South Facing Section
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Figure 7.



