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BACKGROUND TO THE REPORT 
 
This report is based on a survey conducted between June 1998 and December 1999. It is one of a 
series of reports compiled by Northamptonshire Heritage, as part of the Industrial period element, of 
the English Heritage funded Extensive Urban Survey (EUS) of Northamptonshire, which is intended 
to provide an effective information base and research framework to guide the management of the 
county’s urban archaeological resource. The survey encompasses all urban settlements and others 
that may have had some urban attributes, from the Roman period to the 1930s. The only exception is 
Northampton, which is the subject of an Intensive Urban Survey in its own right. 
 
Each report comprises three distinct sections: a detailed description of the town in each major period; 
an assessment of potential and definition of a research agenda; and a strategy for future 
management. A consistent approach has been taken in the presentation of the description in each 
report with detail being presented under each standard category even where this has no direct or 
obvious relevance to the urban aspects. This section has however been presented in the form of a 
gazetteer with standard headings so enabling the reader to identify those sections of particular 
interest. The Irthlingborough report is presented in a single part covering the industrial period, from 
1750 to the 1930s, by Jennifer Ballinger. The report has benefited from the specialist advice of Dr 
Barrie Trinder on the industrial period. Other contributions to the EUS on digital  mapping, database 
input and related work have been made by various individuals including Christine Addison, Chris 
Jones, Paul Thompson, Rob Atkins, Phil Markham and especially Tracey Britnell and Abi Kennedy.  
 
The vast quantity of documentation for the industrial period has meant that a comprehensive 
documentary assessment of each of the towns within the survey has been impossible, within the time 
period. A standard approach has been adopted with attention focussed on those sources that might 
contribute significantly to the reconstruction of the historical topography of the town and to the 
broader characterisation of the various monuments within the town. Trade directories of 1849, 1894, 
1924 (and 1830 when in existence) have been assessed and all early maps (including Ordnance 
Survey maps of 1880s, 1900s and 1920s) were utilised.  An index has been compiled of all records 
for the period in Northamptonshire Record Office and Northamptonshire Local Studies Library. Key 
secondary sources including books, journals and local pamphlets have been consulted and in a 
minority of cases original records have been used. The survey has relied heavily on a field visit to 
assess the physical growth and development of the settlement and the survival of monuments within 
the town. The reports have been produced in a standardised format to allow direct comparison 
between towns in the county.   
 
The maps in this report are reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission 
of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown 
copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to 
prosecution or civil proceedings.  
 
The archaeological and historical data on the maps is copyright Northamptonshire 
County Council. 
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SUMMARY 
 
This report focuses on the archaeological development of Irthlingborough in the period 
following 1750. There has been no attempt made to discuss any earlier archaeology in the 
context of this report, but this does not mean that there are no significant archaeological 
remains in the area. 
 
Irthlingborough developed from a large, agricultural village into a small industrialised town 
during the 19th century. This was primarily due to the boot and shoe trade in the settlement. 
Ironstone quarrying and mining took place in the parish and in the early 20th century the 
town had the only Premier Cement Works in Northamptonshire.  
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I DESCRIPTION 
 
1.0 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 
In 1750 Irthlingborough was clearly operating as a large, agricultural village although there were a 
number of unusual features about the settlement. Irthlingborough had originally been divided into 
two ecclesiastical parishes - the parish of All Saints and the parish of St Peters. By 1750 the parish 
and church of All Saints had gone; John Bridges writing in the 1720's was unable to describe the 
building1. The collegiate church of St Peters has remained in use up to the present day.2 The 
settlement never operated as an urban centre in the period preceding 1750, despite some confusion in 
18th and 19th century sources3. The cross which is located in the centre of the High Street / Station 
Road / Finedon Road is often mis-identified as a ‘market cross’, however, as Irthlingborough never 
had a market in the medieval or post medieval periods the cross is clearly a ‘village cross’ and there 
are references to it having been used as a measurement of land for strip farming4. The reason for this 
may have been that the method of farming in the area was unusual for Northamptonshire, being 
based upon a six-field system.5

 
   

The settlement remained a ‘large and straggling’ village throughout the 18th and early 19th centuries; 
the population of Irthlingborough mirrored that of many other industrialised settlements in the 
county with a gradual, but continuous rise in population from 811 in 1801 to 2736 in 1881. There 
was a more substantial rise in population in the late 19th / early 20th centuries although this was less 
marked than in other settlements. Irthlingborough did not have any major administrative roles and 
did not gain any major urban facilities in the 19th century6. There were, however, a number of 
utilities including gasworks, waterworks and a small fire station established in the settlement7

 

. 
Irthlingborough did become an Urban District Council in 1901, by which time it had a substantial 
population and a strong industrial emphasis. 

The development of Irthlingborough from a large village into a town was largely based on its 
industrial expansion. The Militia Lists of 1777 indicate that there was a boot and shoe industry at 
this date with 16 shoemakers listed, but other industrial activity was limited with just 1 weaver, 4 
blacksmiths, 2 carpenters and 2 lime trimmers in addition to the usual large numbers of servants and 
labourers etc. Figures for the entire period spanning 1777-1820 demonstrate a similar picture 
although there were in addition brewers and maltsters (4), a collar maker, 4 fell mongers, a flax 
dresser, a glover, 5 masons and 5 weavers.  The number of shoemakers was also increasing as a total 
of 52 were listed for the entire period.8

                                                   
1The church of All Saints was in ruin by the 17th century and the last recorded rector was in 1719. 

  Hatley and Rajczonek figures indicate that there were 127 
shoemakers in the town in 1841 and 268 in 1851, unfortunately the census enumerator’s books for 
1861 have not survived. The boot and shoe trade and supporting leather industry was clearly one of 

2The parish church was converted into a college in the period 1373-1392 under the terms of the will of John Pyel.  

3Whellan’s Trade Directory of 1849 and John Bridges indicate that the settlement was a town; whilst Kelly’s Trade Directories and the Victoria County 

History describe Irthlingborough as a large village. 

4Bridges J, The history and antiquities of Northamptonshire compiled from the manuscript collections of the late learned antiquary John Bridges Vol 2, 

1792; Victoria County History, The Victoria County History of the counties of England, Northamptonshire, Published for the University of London 

Institute of Historical Research by Dawsons of Pall Mall, 1970 

5Hollowell S, Irthlingborough 1770-1820: The implementation of Parliamentary Inclosure, 1993, MA Dissertation. 

6Irthlingborough was located in Huxloe Hundred and Wellingborough Poor Law Union. 

7Trade directories also record a police station, but it has not been possible to find this and it is likely that is was a very small, local institution.  

8Hollowell S, Irthlingborough 1770-1820. The implementation of Parliamentary Inclosure, 1993, MA Dissertation 
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the mainstays of the economy of the town throughout the period. There were a wide range of related 
trades including boot and shoe wholesale manufacturers, boot closers, boot and shoe makers, boot 
upper manufacturers, leather merchants, curriers, tanners and leather dressers and merchants.9

 

 There 
were, however, few supporting industries other than curriers and tanners tool manufacturers in 1890 
and a cardboard box maker to the shoe trade in 1920. Other large-scale manufacturers in the town 
included the ironstone quarrying works and associated iron calcinating works, which presumably 
provided employment for a large proportion of the population in the early 20th century. 
Irthlingborough also had the only Portland Cement Works in the county; this was established in 
1898 and continued in operation until 1928. 

The commercial function of the settlement was of less importance until the late 19th century. In 1777 
there were just two butchers, a baker and an innkeeper operating in the settlement. In the entire 
period between 1777 and 1820 there were just 2 bakers, 3 butchers, a grocer, 7 tailors and 5 
victuallers / innkeepers. In 1849 there were carriers operating in the town - travelling to 
Wellingborough and Northampton on market days, but there were no incoming carriers indicating 
that the shops in the town were merely servicing the needs of the local population. By 1924 there 
was a large retail trade in the town including 18 shopkeepers and a range of specialised shops 
(newsagents, stationers, confectioners etc); this was required to service the expanding population of 
the settlement. Analysis of the census data for 1891 indicates that the majority of retail outlets were 
located in High Street, with a few minor exceptions. The trade directory of 1924, however, indicates 
that just less than half the listed shops were located in High Street with the remainder distributed 
between College Street, George Street, Station Road, Finedon Road, Victoria Street and Addington 
Road, however only Finedon Road had a substantial number (7) of outlets. There were a total of 
four banks located in the town - indicating a settlement of some commercial importance.  
 
Irthlingborough clearly had a substantial agricultural element in the 18th century - the Militia Lists of 
1777 indicate that there were 11 farmers, 6 shepherds and 8 labourers listed between the ages of 18 
and 45. Enclosure was enacted in the parish between 1808 and 1816. Steven Hollowell has studied 
the process of enclosure in the settlement and indicates that it had very little impact on the nature of 
the settlement. ‘There is no evidence that, within a few years, things didn’t settle down into more 
or less the same state that they were in before the passing of the Act...If the enclosure of 
Irthlingborough bore any particular characteristics in its relationship with other trades and 
occupation, it was one of calm and mutual consent’10

 

. This was in marked contrast to the strong 
opposition to enclosure which occurred in the neighbouring settlement of Raunds. In 1831 there 
were still 105 families primarily employed in agriculture compared to 146 employed in trade and 
manufacture and 27 ‘other’ families. Hollowell also indicates that in Irthlingborough there was 
nothing to support the popular notion that enclosure facilitated the process of industrialisation as the 
boot and shoe industry had already begun to expand prior to enclosure.  

Irthlingborough was well served by communication links and these had a significant impact on the 
development of the settlement. The town was located in close proximity to the River Nene and the 
Northampton and Peterborough section of the London and North Western railway and the turnpike 
road from Knotting to Barton Seagrave ran through the north end of the town. This ensured that 
Irthlingborough would have benefited from each of the successive developments in communication 
links throughout the 18th and 19th centuries.  

                                                   
9See Appendix One for numbers involved in 1890 and 1920.  

10Hollowell S, Irthlingborough 1770-1820: The implementation of Parliamentary Inclosure, 1993, MA Dissertation 
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The nature of landownership in the parish changed considerably over time. In the mid-19th century 
there were just 3 major landowners in the parish - the lord of the major, Earl Fitzwilliam and the 
Dean and Chapter of Peterborough. By the end of the 19th century the parish was divided between 
seven major landowners, but by the early 20th century land had been consolidated in the hands of the 
Dean and Chapter of Peterborough and Ebbw Vale Steel, Iron and Coal Company.11

 

 The division of 
land in the late 19th century facilitated physical development of the settlement, but the concentration 
of land in the ownership of Ebbw Vale Steel Company does not appear to have provided a bar to 
development in the 20th century. Ironstone mining in the parish must, however, have had a major 
impact on the nature and location of expansion. 

2.0 TOPOGRAPHICAL DEVELOPMENT 
The study of the urban topography of Irthlingborough is facilitated by the existence of a sketch plan 
of the town for 180112, an undated sketch plan of the settlement13, the enclosure map of 180814

 

 and a 
complete set of early Ordnance Survey maps for 1885, 1900 and 1926. 

The original layout of Irthlingborough is likely to have been effected by the division of the 
settlement into two ecclesiastical parishes for St Peters and All Saints, however by the date of the 
earliest map the settlement clearly had a single focus around the remaining church of St Peters. The 
map of 1801 indicates a settlement of a linear nature focused around High Street, but with a number 
of lanes leading off to the south; some of these lanes were located in the area of the former All Saints 
Church. There was no additional settlement to the north of High Street, other than the backs of plots 
fronting on to this area and there were no outlying areas of settlement showing on the sketch plan.  
 
By 1885 there had been little outward development of the settlement - a considerable amount of 
infilling had taken place in the core area of the town and the back of plots to the north of the town 
were being utilised as Victoria Street and College Street. The only new area to be developed was 
Finedon Road to the north west of the town. There was some very limited contraction of the 
settlement in the lanes around the area of the former All Saints Church, although this had been very 
sparsely occupied in the early 19th century. The main expansion of the settlement occurred in the late 
19th century and early 20th century. The area to the north-west of High Street (George Street, Jubilee 
Street, Queen Street, Manton Road, Scarborough Road) was developed in the late 19th this area 
consisted of factories, industrial works and working class terraced housing. There were also terraced 
houses to the extreme north of the town; these were more decorative than other houses in the town. 
To the south of the town were one or two larger 19th century houses. The early 20th century saw the 
further development of Finedon Road, the extension of the core area of the town to the north and 
infilling of blocks of land throughout the settlement. Two estates of early 20th century housing were 
developed. Urban District Council housing was established to the south of the town around Allen 
Road and Nicholas Road. A mini-satellite settlement based around a co-operative laundry at some 
distance to the north of the town.  
 
The development of the topography of Irthlingborough clearly followed a pattern similar to many 
settlements in the county that expanded from average sized villages into small industrialised towns 
during the course of the 19th century. The clear focus of the settlement throughout the period was 
                                                   

11Whellans Trade Directory 1849,; Kellys Trade Directory 1894; Kellys Trade Directory 1924. 

12NRO Map 1091 

13NRO Map3243 

14NRO Map 2855 
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High Street; this was a mixed zone that was utilised for different purposes at differing times. The 
street clearly had a number of stone cottages and houses, but there are very few remaining stone 
structures as 19th century red brick terraces, other buildings and modern shops have replaced them. 
In the late 19th century the street became the main commercial zone for the town, with the 
establishment of four banks and a post office. Although there were very few purpose built shops and 
other commercial structures. A number of houses were also located along High Street plus factories, 
a chapel / Sunday School and a school.  
 
The main industrial area of the town was the 19th century block to the northwest of High Street 
where a large number of boot and shoe and leatherwork factories were located. Isolated factories 
were also located throughout the town and major industrial works such as Premier Cement Works 
and Nene Valley Tannery were at the extremities of the town - to the south west and the east. The 
ironstone mines, quarries and works were located around the periphery of the settlement and to an 
extent would have acted as a limiting factor for development in these areas. 
 
3.0 THEMATIC ANALYSIS 
 
3.1 INDUSTRIAL 
There was a range of industry in Irthlingborough in the period following 1750, but clearly the main 
source of employment in the settlement was the boot and shoe industry and associated leather 
preparation industry. Other industries of note were the Cement Works, ironstone quarrying and stone 
quarrying.  
 
3.1.1 Boot and Shoe 
A total of seven boot and shoe factories have been identified through mapping and field visit. Four 
factories have been demolished (although there is a modern boot and shoe factory for R Griggs on 
the site of one of the original factories), Excelsior Works has been converted to flats and the two 
remaining factories are both still used for industrial production. George Street Works was an early 
20th century development and is a very functional building comprising a number of brick sheds and 
has no architectural detailing. John Shortlands Factory on Church Street remains in existence and 
represents a number of different building phases and types including the 1937 Express Works and 
the elaborate ‘Offices’ building. The building is currently in use by ‘Woolnough Bookbinding Ltd’. 
 
There are a number of garden workshops located in the village; some of these are of the typical end 
of the garden model complete with door, window and chimney. There are other terraces with single 
storey extensions on the back of the house that may have been workshops.  
 
3.1.2 Leather 
In addition to the boot and shoe industry there was a considerable leather trade in Irthlingborough in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries. To the south east of the town on Station Road a tannery was 
established; this was originally owned by Nene Valley Tanning Company and was taken over by 
Keunen=s Tannery in the 1930's. The Clock Tower in the complex is dated 1916 and there were a 
wide range of buildings of differing dates up to the 1980's. The original complex was demolished in 
1986 and replaced with a new building, but Northamptonshire Industrial Archaeology Group visited 
just prior to demolition and recorded details about the layout of the complex and the processes 
conducted within the buildings.15

                                                   
15Northamptonshire Industrial Archaeology Group Newsletter No 26, 1986 

 There were four leather dressing works located throughout the 
settlement - of these one has been demolished and replaced by a modern housing estate and the 
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remaining three are still in existence and remain in industrial use. One remains in at least partial use 
by a leather works ‘Normandy Leathers Ltd’ and the other two are currently being utilised as shoe 
factories.  
 
3.1.3 Ironstone 
There were a number of ironstone companies operating in the Irthlingborough area in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries16. The first to begin work in the parish itself was the Irthlingborough Iron 
Ore Co Ltd, which was in operation between 1890 and 1902. This company primarily worked the 
land of one of the directors John Spencer of the Manor House. The main company to operate in the 
area was Ebbw Vale Steel, Iron and Coal Co Ltd who established an ironstone mining operation in 
Irthlingborough at the end of the First World War. They had extensive works to the north and south 
of Wellingborough Road and began an iron calcinating works (which ultimately had sixteen kilns) 
on the site of the former Metropolitan Brickworks. The iron works closed in 1966 when much of the 
plant and the remaining kilns were demolished. In the 1970's and early 1980's there were a number 
of remains including engineering shops, narrow gauge railway lines, a brick locomotive shed and 
offices; these have however all gone and the area to the south has been built over by a modern 
housing estate. The tunnel to the works remains in existence below ground, but the whole area has 
been landscaped. Landscape remains of the quarrying to the north of the road has been disturbed by 
later activity by the cement works, but part of the area is now protected as part of a County Wildlife 
Site.17

 
  

3.1.4 Other quarrying industries 
There were other quarrying industries operating in close proximity to the settlement of 
Irthlingborough. Early Ordnance Survey maps indicate that there were at least three limekilns 
around the town in the late 19th century. There were also several quarries, some may have been early 
ironstone quarries, but it is likely that others were for lime or stone.  The remains of these kilns and 
quarries have not been considered as part of the survey. There were three brickworks operating in 
Irthlingborough at various times. There were two sites operating on opposite sides of 
Wellingborough Road, the one to the south became disused and was later used by Ebbw Vale Steel 
Company and the brick and tile works to the north later became incorporated in the cement works. 
The brickworks to the north east of the town was marked on Ordnance Survey maps in 1900, but by 
1926 was no longer in operation.   
 
Irthlingborough had the only Cement Works in Northamptonshire; the works became established in 
1898 when more Dunmore Limited who operated the brickworks to the north of the Wellingborough 
Road diversified into the production of cement and plaster as well as brick and tiles. In 1907 the site 
was re-built and the company name was changed to Premier Portland Cement Co Ltd. The site 
comprised a number of features including engine house, boiler house, cement mills and driers, 
quarries and associated works.18

 

 The plant ceased operation in 1928, there is very little surviving on 
the site today, although a small building stands at the entranceway to the site and some of the 
landscape remains of quarrying survive. 

3.1.5 Other 
There are a very small number of other industrial works in the parish including a cardboard box 
manufacturer on Finedon Road and the Co-operative Laundry on the Addington Road estate; both of 
                                                   

16These are detailed in Tonks E, The Ironstone Quarries of the Midlands History, Operation and Railways Part 4, The Wellingborough Area, 1990 

17Tonks E, The Ironstone Quarries of the Midlands, History, Operation and Railways, Part 4, The Wellingborough Area, 1990 

18IRIS recording form in SMR RN 937001 
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which are still in existence. There are a number of unidentified industrial buildings located around 
the town (some of which have been demolished). Many of these are small scale and it is likely that 
they were linked to the boot and shoe or leather industries.   
 
3.2 AGRICULTURAL 
There was an agricultural presence in the parish of Irthlingborough with a large number of farms 
lying outside the bounds of the main settlement these are regarded as beyond the scope of the project. 
Two farm complexes have been identified within the town and the farmhouse and one of the barns at 
Hall Farm are listed. Chowns Mill located between Irthlingborough, Higham Ferrers and Stanwick 
has been demolished. An additional agricultural building in the settlement is the dovecote on Station 
Road, which may have been linked to the manor; this building is still in existence, but has been 
converted for use as council offices. 
 
3.3 HOUSING 
There was clearly a wide range of housing in Irthlingborough in the period following 1750, but the 
remaining housing is unlikely to be fully representative. There were presumably a large number of 
pre-19th century stone cottages and houses in the village as the settlement was of substantial size, but 
only a minority of these structures survives. They are located throughout High Street, High Street 
West and Station Road and just one stone building remains on Finedon Road. Three 18th century 
buildings and a 19th century house are listed in addition to the manor house.   
 
19th century housing in the settlement mainly comprises standard working class terraced houses; 
these were inserted into the core area of the settlement (presumably in some cases replacing earlier 
houses) and were also located to the north of Victoria Street on George Street, Jubilee Street and 
Queen Street. The houses nearer to Addington Road (Lilley Terrace, Brook Terrace, Archfield 
Terrace) were slightly more decorative with large, sweeping archways above the doors. There are a 
number of terraced houses on Lime Terrace, which were larger in size, and of good quality 
construction, these were constructed by the shoe manufacturer John Spencer.  Larger, higher status 
19th century housing is comparatively rare in the settlement and appears to be limited to Finedon 
Road, Wellingborough Road and to a lesser extent College Street.  A large number of cottages and 
terraces shown on early Ordnance Survey maps are no longer in existence, these would appear to 
have formed the accommodation on the numerous rows and yards throughout the settlement. 
Analysis of the census data for 1881 indicates that there were 9 yards in the town including Bull 
Yard, Crispin Place, Maddisons Yard and Meadow Lane with a total of 88 houses and 468 
occupants.19

 

 There are a minority of buildings remaining on some of these yards, some are clearly 
standard terraced houses, but others would appear to have been much smaller, meaner houses.  

There are two estates of early 20th century houses - one to the south west end of the town around 
Hayway, Cherry Street, Allen Road and the other to the north east of the town at some distance to 
the main settlement. The former estate comprises primarily council houses of a relatively small size, 
although there are some larger 20th century houses on the frontage to High Street West. 
 
There are some houses which may have been erected in connection with specific industrial works. 
There are a row of 20th century semi-detached houses in close proximity to Premier Cement Works 
which may have been erected by the works; however the industrial complex itself has been largely 
demolished so it has not been possible to determine whether there were any architectural similarities. 
There are also some terraces on the same plot of land as the Leather Dressing Works on Victoria 
                                                   

19St Peters Historical Group, Irthlingborough: Life in the Yards. 
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Street with an access road leading specifically to them. 
 
3.4 COMMERCE 
Irthlingborough was not a major commercial centre in the immediate period following 1750 as it did 
not have a market. The settlement did, however, gain a number of commercial elements in the 19th 
century. The village cross, which was mistakenly identified as market cross (see above), has been re-
located at some point in the twentieth century as early Ordnance Survey maps indicate that it was 
located at a short distance further to the east.   
 
3.4.1 Banks and Post Office 
During the course of the 19th and early 20th centuries Irthlingborough gained four banks, putting it 
on a par with some of the major towns in the county including Kettering and Wellingborough. The 
Ordnance Survey map of 1926 indicates that all four banks were located at the junction of Station 
Road, High Street and Finedon Road - centred around the village cross. One bank building has been 
demolished, but the remainders are still in existence. One is still in use as a bank (HSBC), one has 
been converted into a post office and the remaining building is in use by ‘Goodyear Bookmakers’. 
The former two are easily recognisable as banks, although they are less architecturally embellished 
than larger banks in other towns. The latter is a very plain building of stone construction, with some 
scrollwork above the door forming the only decorative element. The post office was located further 
to the south west of the town on the junction of High Street and Park Street the building was 
constructed of stone, but had a red brick frontage, it is now in use by ‘Michael=s Fish and Chip 
Shop’. 
 
3.4.2 Public Houses and Inns 
A total of seven public houses and inns were located as part of the mapping and fieldwork exercise. 
Two have been demolished as part of 20th century re-developments, but the remainder are still in 
existence. The Bull Public House was re-developed during the latter part of the 19th century and is a 
stone structure with stone dressings and mock timber framing. The White Horse Public House is a 
listed building of limestone construction and is now in use as a Chinese take-away. The Horseshoe 
Inn is a brick building which is still in use as a public house. The remaining public houses, the 
Oliver Twist and the British Arms, were identified as part of the fieldwork exercise and may be new 
public houses inserted into pre-existing buildings. It is, however, possible that they were the 
buildings for The Vine and the Sow and Pigs which were listed in trade directories, but have not 
been located as part of the field visit.  
 
3.4.3 Shops and Commercial buildings 
There are very few remaining purpose-built commercial structures in Irthlingborough. There were 
two which were specifically identified and these were both located on High Street and comprise 
brick built structures (red brick and cream brick respectively) of late 19th century date. Shop 
buildings have been inserted into pre-existing houses and terraces, and a number would appear to 
have been demolished and replaced with new commercial buildings.  
 
3.5 TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Irthlingborough was serviced by a number of transport networks; the Knotting to Barton Seagrave 
turnpike road was created in 1753 and skirts the northern edge of the town traversing along Finedon 
Road and Station Road. In 1914 the Wellingborough Motor Omnibus Company established their 
depot to the north-western extreme of the town; the building was expanded several times between 
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1914 and 193020

 

. It is a huge shed like construction with little evidence of architectural detailing 
and is now in use by caravan builders.  

The navigable River Nene was located approximately a mile to the east of the centre of 
Irthlingborough, and a stream led off to the west of this to the south of the town. The river 
communication system was not investigated as part of the field visit, but secondary sources indicate 
that coal supplies to the gasworks were originally delivered to the wharf in the parish. It is likely that 
the wharf was used for other commercial and industrial traffic. There is a bridge that crosses the 
river, which is both a listed structure and a Scheduled Ancient Monument. The bridge is dated 1330 
and there is a further date stone to commemorate a repair in 1927.21

 
  

The Northampton and Peterborough section of the London and North Western Railway ran through 
the parish with two railway stations in close proximity to the town. Higham Ferrers Station was 
located half a mile to the south of the town and Ditchford or Irthlingborough Station was 
approximately two miles to the east of the town. The railway has now been dismantled, although it is 
possible to trace the alignment in places and neither station remains in existence.  
 
3.6 ADMINISTRATION AND WELFARE 
There were no major administrative or welfare buildings in Irthlingborough in the period following 
1750. The cemetery was laid out in 1879 and extended in 1904 and a small mortuary chapel was 
provided, there is a building on the site at the moment constructed of wood with a corrugated iron 
roof.  There was no recorded provision of a cottage hospital for the town, but in 1921 
Irthlingborough Nurses Home Trust was founded. Three houses in Victoria Street were purchased 
(27,29,31) to provide accommodation for nursing staff in the parish and to store various appliances 
relating to St Johns Ambulance Association22

 

. There do not appear to be any distinctive buildings in 
this area and the premises may have been demolished as part of redevelopment in the area.   

3.7 UTILITIES 
There were a number of utilities in Irthlingborough. The waterworks and gas works have now been 
demolished and the area is the site of the Rushden and Diamonds Football Club ground and an 
industrial estate. The sewage works was not investigated as part of the field visit as it lies to the 
north west of the settlement along a major road, however the modern ordnance survey map indicates 
that the works are now disused. The police station in the settlement has not been located during the 
mapping exercise or field visit. The former fire station is a small red brick building, which is now in 
use by ‘The Legion of Frontiersmen of the Commonwealth’. 
 
3.8 RELIGION 
There were a number of religious buildings in Irthlingborough in the 18th, 19th and early 20th 
centuries. The Church of All Saints to the east of the town had long since been demolished, but the 
collegiate Church of St Peters remained in the centre of the village. The building is primarily 
medieval, but the church tower was rebuilt between 1887 and 1893; there are numerous pamphlets 
and guidebooks written about the rebuilding of the tower. The early Non-conformist chapels in the 
town were the Baptist Chapel on Meeting Lane which is a plain two storey structure erected in 1723 
and the 19th century Wesleyan Chapel on High Street23

                                                   
20

 
RCHME, Road Transport Buildings - A report by RCHME for the Englsih Heritage Post-1939 Listing Programme, 1998 

. The former is still in use by the Baptist 

21Department of the Environment, List of buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest, East Northamptonshire 

22Victoria County History, The Victoria History of the counties of England, Northamptonshire, Dawsons of Pall Mall, 1970 

23Methodism was established in Irthlingborough in 1808.
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Church, but the latter is now an auction salesroom, having been converted into a Sunday School 
from the late 19th century onwards. The new Methodist Chapel, a large red brick building with 
decorative stone detail, was erected in 1897 and is still in use today. 20th century religious buildings 
include the Provident Baptist Chapel on Finedon Road (a very small red brick, single storey building 
which is still in use as a chapel), a mid 20th century building for ‘Irthlingborough Christian 
Fellowship’ and the Salvation Army Headquarters on Spinney Road. The original building for the 
Salvation Army was located between Victoria Street and Lees Street and has since been demolished.  
 
3.9 EDUCATION 
The earliest school in Irthlingborough was the endowed school, which was developed by William 
Trigg in 1760; it has not been possible to identify the location of this school. In 1867 the school was 
rebuilt, perhaps on the same location, and provided with an associated master’s house. This was 
probably the school shown as ‘Church School’ on early Ordnance Survey maps. The building is now 
a private house called ‘The Cloisters’. The Board School was erected in 1879 (with an associated 
master’s residence) and enlarged in 1886 and 1903; the associated infant school was built in 1898 
and enlarged in 1902. Both buildings are still in existence, the infant school is still in use as a school 
whilst the mixed school appears to have been partially converted to domestic accommodation.  
 
3.10 RECREATION 
There are a number of buildings associated with recreation in Irthlingborough including three clubs, 
a Church Institute, a cinema and two recreation grounds. All three of the club buildings 
(Conservative Club, Band Club and Working Men=s Club) are still in existence for the same 
purpose. The former two have been modernised and the Working Men=s Institute that was built in 
1896 suffered problems in 1899 when a fire broke out. The front part of the buildings appears to 
remain intact, but the hall to the rear was replaced with a corrugated iron building until 1940 when a 
new ‘Harmonic Hall’ was erected in its place. The Church Institute, which was erected in Victoria 
Street and was constructed from blocks of Portland Cement, has been demolished. The cinema on 
High Street was opened as the ‘Picturedrome’ in 1916, but was converted into a civic hall in 1963. 
The building is a large barn-like construction and appears at present to be out of use.  
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II ASSESSMENT 
 
ASSESSMENT OF IMPORTANCE & SURVIVAL 
 
The settlement of Irthlingborough developed from a large village into a small town during 
the course of the 19th century, as a result of the boot and shoe and ironstone quarrying 
industries. This form of expansion is unremarkable in Northamptonshire, as it is mirrored in 
a substantial number of settlements around the county.  
 
The survival of the urban topography and individual buildings in Irthlingborough is mixed. 
Many of the buildings that survive can be found elsewhere in the county. There is the 
potential for archaeological remains relating to the ironstone quarrying industry, cement 
works and lime industry. One or two of the ‘yards’ in the town survive partially intact. There 
are a number of surviving documents that relate to particular industries and areas in the 
town.  
 
1.0 DOCUMENTARY 
 
1.1 Documents 
There a number of documents relating to individual monuments in Irthlingborough including 
schools, highways etc and a substantial number of references to the rebuilding of the church tower. 
However the documents which are most likely to be of use for the town are the records and papers of 
some of the industrial works in the town including John Shortland Shoe Manufacturers, the 
Metropolitan Brick and Tile Company and the Butlin ironworks.  
 
1.2 Maps 
There are a number of early maps for the parish including a full set of early Ordnance Survey maps, 
a sketch plan of the parish in 1801, the enclosure map of 1808 and an undated plan of the town. 
These would facilitate a detailed re-construction of the development of the town. There are also a 
substantial number of maps relating to the individual landholding of particular individuals and 
organisations including Fitzwillaim estates, Dean and Chapter of Peterborough estates, plans of land 
belonging to Ebbw Vale Steel, Iron and Coal Company and the building estates of George Henson 
and Arthur Dunmore. A detailed reconstruction of the land holdings of these individuals would 
provide valuable information about the development and expansion of Irthlingborough.  
 
1.3 Photographs 
There are a substantial number of photographs for Irthlingborough in Northamptonshire Record 
Office, Northamptonshire Local Studies Library and Northamptonshire Heritage in addition to a 
book of old photographs by St Peters Parish Church History Group. The photographs depict 
individual buildings and street scenes and would be useful for indicating areas of change in the town. 
A photographic survey of the town (possibly in 1950's or 1960's), held at Northamptonshire 
Heritage offices, would provide detailed data about particular changes to individual properties.  
 
2.0 STANDING BUILDINGS 
There are a total of 15 listed buildings for the parish of which 7 are of 18th or 19th century date (four 
houses, a public house, a farmhouse and a barn), but the majority of the remainder including the 
church, the bridges and the cross were still in use for their original purpose, and were in many cases 
being altered and extended, throughout the period.   
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Of the non-listed buildings in the town there are a number of surviving boot and shoe and leather 
factories, but two of the important industrial buildings for the town - the tannery and the Cement 
Works survived until recent times, but have since been demolished. There are very few purpose-built 
commercial structures in the town, but the survival of three of the four banks in such small town is of 
interest. There are surviving recreational, religious and educational buildings in the town, but these 
are very similar to the buildings found elsewhere in the county. The survival of  
the early cinema offers the potential for the investigation of this type of building.  
 
3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
There would appear to be little potential for below ground archaeological investigation for the 
industrial period in Irthlingborough as most of the buildings and monuments which have gone have 
upstanding examples elsewhere in the county and areas where buildings have been demolished have 
largely been replaced with modern construction. The exception is the Portland Cement works to the 
south west of the town, which was the only cement, works in the county; although the majority of 
buildings have been demolished the land has not yet been re-developed. It is also possible that the 
associated industry of lime burning may also have some surviving physical remains.  
   
4.0 TOPOGRAPHY 
The survival of the urban topography of Irthlingborough is mixed - the late 19th and early 20th 
century developments at the extremities of the town survive largely intact (zones 2-6), however in 
the core area of the town there have been a number of demolitions of buildings. The yards and lanes, 
which would appear to have been occupied by small houses and industrial buildings, have been 
particularly vulnerable, but there have also been a number of structures along the High Street, which 
have also been demolished. The partial survival of the urban topography of Irthlingborough provides 
an unrepresentative perspective of the town, although there are one or two ‘yards’ which survive, at 
least in part, providing an insight into the former layout of the town.  
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III RESEARCH POTENTIAL 
 
Cement works 
Irthlingborough had the only cement works in Northamptonshire. The works in the town need to be 
considered against the Monument Protection Programme criteria to determine whether they have 
anything to contribute to an understanding of the industry. The question of why they were located at 
Irthlingborough also needs to be addressed.  
 
Effect of ironstone industry on physical development of the town 
There was a substantial ironstone industry in Irthlingborough, which appeared to have a significant 
impact on the physical growth of the settlement. The works in Irthlingborough are of importance as 
they contain some of the only ironstone mines, as opposed to quarries in the town. An assessment 
needs to be undertaken to determine the importance of these remains and a methodology should be 
established for investigating them.   
 
Links between boot and shoe and leather industries in the town 
The survival of some of the boot and shoe and leather works in the town may be worthy of further 
investigation, in order to determine the inter-relationship between the two industries. The questions 
that need to be considered are were the leather works in the town directly supplying the boot and 
shoe factories, what was the flow of materials and how did the two industries inter-relate. 
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IV STRATEGY 
 
The assessment of the management and conservation priorities within the Extensive Urban Survey 
have been based around an assessment of levels of importance previously applied elsewhere in the 
county for management purposes. The grading falls into six categories: 
 
Scheduled: nationally important remains that have statutory protection. 
 
Unscheduled national importance: in some cases statutory protection is suggested while in others 
recording action may prove to be the appropriate response to threats. 
 
County importance: Where significant archaeology is known or where it is likely but 
confirmation is required. Normally recording rather than preservation would be the appropriate 
mitigation strategy. 
 
Historic buildings: Buildings known or which have the potential to contain significant pre 19th 
century structural remains. 
 
Local importance: where archaeology may survive but where, on present evidence 
investigation does not appear appropriate. 
  
Destroyed: where the archaeology has been wholly destroyed. 
 
White Land: Archaeology not assessed for his report. 
 
In addition in some cases recommendations have been made for the designation of new or the 
extension of existing Conservation Areas and for the listing of specific buildings. 
 
This approach has not been possible for the industrial period, as further work on the 
period is needed at a county, regional and national level before a definitive assessment 
can be made. The town has been divided up into zones and priorities for additional 
research, recording and conservation measures have been assigned to each individual 
area. 
 
1.0 EXISTING DESIGNATIONS 
 
1.1 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
There are five Scheduled Ancient Monuments in the close proximity of Irthlingborough; 
Irthlingborough village cross, Irthlingborough bridge, Crow Hill Iron Age hillfort and two bowl 
barrows.  
 
1.2 Listed Buildings 
There are 15 listed buildings in the settlement of Irthlingborough 
 
1.3 Conservation Area 
There are no conservation areas in the settlement of Irthlingborough.  
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2.0 MANAGEMENT PRIORITIES 
 
2.1.1 Zone 1 - Core area of the town including central business district 
The core area of the town is primarily focused between High Street and Victoria Street and also 
includes some land to the south of the High Street. There is a very mixed survival of buildings in 
this area. There are pockets of very good survival, but other areas where a substantial number of 
buildings have been demolished.  
 
There are some buildings that survive on the small ‘yards’ in the town. These areas should be 
examined archaeologically if they are to be subject to substantial alteration, as they are some of the 
few surviving areas in the county. There are no conservation priorities for the zone.  
 
2.1.2 Zone 2 - 19th century mixed zone 
The mixed zone to the north of Victoria Street survives almost completely intact with factories, 
terraced houses, workshops and social, religious and educational buildings. The area should be 
considered for designation as a conservation area, but should be assessed alongside similar areas in 
other settlements. The individual factories will be assessed as part of the English Heritage boot and 
shoe project.   
 
2.1.3 Zone 3 - Residential zone 
Block of early 20th century houses to the south east of the town. Possibly built by urban district 
council. There are no recommendations for this area.    
 
2.1.4 Zone 4 - Residential zone 
Residential zone to the north of settlement. Very sparsely developed zone. The housing closest to the 
town centre was developed in the late 19th century and consists of good quality terraced houses of a 
distinctive character. The area is, however, too small to be worth considering as a conservation area.  
 
2.1.5 Zone 5 - Co-operative Society zone 
Residential zone outside the main town of Irthlingborough. The area principally consists of early 20th 
century municipal housing. There is also a commercial laundry in the area which is still in operation. 
There are no conservation recommendations for the area, but the laundry building would be worthy 
of recording. 
 
2.1.6 Zone 6 - 19th century mixed zone 
Mixed zone established along the Finedon Road out of the town. The area includes houses, factories 
and a Baptist Church. Many of the individual buildings survive, but the area does not have a 
distinctive character and therefore is not worthy of designation as a conservation area.  
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS  
 
NRO  Northamptonshire Record Office 
RCHME Royal Commission for the Historical Monuments of England 
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