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ALTHOUGH AVOWEDLY a local history society, 
the Bourne Society early made an excursion into 
archaeology when in 1958 the Sanderstead Archaeo- 
logical Group, under Roger Little, began their re- 
markable series of excavations (see Fig. 2). Near 
Sanderstead Pond they unearthed a wide range of 
artifacts from Mesolithic flints and Roman pottery 
to a Saxon belt-end and 17th century Staffordshire 
ware. In Kings Wood, a Romano-British farmstead 
and eight burial urns were excavated, and a dene 
hole investigated; another Romano-British site was 
uncovered at Atwood School1. 

In 1966 Mary Saaler, beginning with documen- 
tary inferences and some human bones found in a 
trial trench dug by Brian Philp, and using resistivity 
survey and aerial photography, was able to locate 
the lost medieval village of Watend~ne .~  Skeletons 

Fig. 2. Map  showing the location of the excavations 
carried out by the Sanderstead Archaeological Group 

1958-60. 

from a Christian cemetery led to the discovery of the 
chapel, its identity established by a piece of medieval 
glass and some 12th-13th century sherds, and a 
quern of volcanic stone seemed to confirm that we 
had, indeed, found the "wheat down" of Domesday 
Watendone. 

In January 1967, the Bourne Society made 
its most important find. Two rails of the 
Croydon, Merstham and Godstone Railway 
were discovered in situ by Mr. W. G. 
Tharby at Quarry Dean Farm, Merstharn (TQ 2992 
5937)3 and a span of the Surrey Iron Railway, the 
world's first public railway, was cleared, measured, 
drawn and photographed for the first time. 

In more recent years Lesley Ketteringham has led 
the Bourne Society excavations at Netherne for four 
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Fig. 1. Acheulian handaxe found in Chaldon. 3. O> cit 7 
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