
EWELL LIES approximately 12 miles south-west 
of London, on the northern slopes of the North 
Downs. The settlement itself encircles a group of 
springs at Bourne Hall, the source of the river Hogs- 
mill which is a tributary of the Thames. The avail- 
ability of water together with shelter and good com- 
munication routes in the area seems to be the main 
attraction for settlement. 

Several trackways are known in the area connect- 
ing with the downs and other settlements to the 
east and west. The first link with London seems 
to have come with the building of Stane Street 
through the district in the middle of the 1st century 
A.D. 

For over a century there has been a large number 
of surface finds and excavations, the most notable 
being in the 1930's.' From this evidence it is pos- 
sible to follow trends in the pattern of occupation in 
the Mesolithic, Iron Age and Romano-British 
periods; as yet there is very little evidence of the 
Neolithic period in Ewell and the surrounding area. 

The Mesolithic Period 
A number of knapping sites of varying size have 

been uncovered by landscaping along the alluvial 
banks of the Hogsmill River. Others occur on chalk 
or around the springs on the Thanet Sands. Seven- 
teen of these sites are shown on the distribution 
map (fig. l)  but over 25 are known in the same area. 

The tools found include microliths, both obliquely 
blunted and hollow-based types, flake and blade 
gravers, together with notched and blunted blades2 
Small tranchet axes and single platformed cores are 
also found in profusion. A further feature of these 
sites is the occasional presence of patinated artifacts, 
with a bluish patina on chalkland sites and a light 
brown patina on Thanet Sand sites. I t  is also worth 
noting that the riverine sites have produced imple- 
ments fashioned on pebbles resulting in a lower 
grade of tools.3 

Iron Age 
With the arrival of the Iron Age farmers the pic- 

tures completely changes with evidence of isolated 
farmsteads on the chalk (fig. 1). These sites form 
part of a chain of farmsteads on the North Downs 
from the Wey Gap to the Wandle Valley in areas 
free from clay-with-flints. 

Most of the sites shown on the distribution map 
have produced pits filled with refuse, some linked 
together by gullies. Three of the known sites have 

1. A. W. G. Lowther, '93xcavatians in Ewell. 1934" S u m v  
Archacol Collecf 43 (1935) 17-34. 

2. L. W. Carpenter, "Same Mesolithic sites in N.E. Surrey" 
Archmol  NEW^ T.srfor h 155-8 ~-~ ~" 

3. F. F. Pem'beberton, "A brief review of the Mesol?thic 
period in Southern England: appendix on the Hogsmill 
valley" Nonsuch and Ewell Bull 11971). 

rehistoric and R 
Settlement in Ewt L 

Fig. 1. Mesolithic and Iran Age 

sites around Ewell. 

Archoeologicol k, 

Mesolithic kmpp 

& Iron Age farms 



FRANK PElMBERTON 

l \ 

Geological key 

Fig. 2. Ramano-British sites in  Ewell. 



been excavated-Purberry S h ~ t , ~  The Grove5 and 
Epsom Downs6 (marked respectively 1-3 on fig. 1). 
Metal working took place at Purberry Shot where 
iron cinders and slag have been found. At Epsom 
Downs many vessels have been coated with haema- 
tite, prior to further decoration. Spindle whorls and 
loomweights are known from The Grove and at 
other sites in the district. Of the pottery found, the 
most popular seems to be shouldered and bi-conical 
jars. These jars which have an angular carination, 
are often decorated with iinger-tipping and are 
sometimes burnished. The form and execution of 
these vessels suggests a 5th century B.C. (La Tene 1) 
date. 

Some sites show settlement continuing into the 
Pre-Roman Iron Age with pits and features con- 
taining late jars, butt-beakers and 'Wealden' ware. 

Romano-British Period 
Stane Street was constructed through the area in 

the middle of the first century A.D. Changes in 
alignment occur locally, one half a mile south of 
Ewell and another inside the modern village (fig. 2). 
These changes suggest that the road was diverted 
into Ewell, presumably to take advantage of a water- 
ing place. The road has been sectioned at six differ- 
ent places revealing an agger 22-24ft. wide. In the 
2nd century a spur road was built from the centre 
of the Roman settlement to Purberry Shot. 

Occupation occurs on both sides of Stane Street 
between the changes of alignment. To date eight 
buildings (one off fig. 2), four possible buildings, 
three wells and nearly 30 rubbish pits have been 
found. In addition, a number of small ditches and 
gullies occur at various points throughout the settle- 
ment area. 

Two stretches of a palisade and ditch system sug- 
gest that Roman Ewell was enclosed. The ditch is 
some three feet deep and four feet wide, similar in 
size to those enclosing villas. However the scale 
suggests that it was more of a formal boundary than 
a defensive system. It is worth noting that the pro- 
jected southern ditch is at right angles to Stane 
Street and that the western ditch runs parallel to the 
alignment of the spur road to Purberry Shot. 

LATE PUBLICATION 
The Editor regrets the late publication of 

the last issue. The delay was due mainly to a 
matter of copyright which necessitated a 
change of article at the last minute. It is ex- 
pected that the Winter issue will appear in 
early December. 

Rubbish pits have provided some early 1st cen- 
tury material including carinated beakers, bead rim 
storage jars and Arretine ware. Later coarseware 
includes Brockley Hill mortaria, poppy-headed 
beakers, cordoned jars and dishes with features 
common to Highgate and Farnham. Black burn- 
ished ware is common and there are also many ves- 
sels in 'grog' ware, possibly made locally. 

On present evidence extensive occupation occurred 
during the Flavian period and continued to the end 
of the Antonine. To this phase belong the enclosure 
of the settlement, most of the buildings, floors, wells 
and gullies together with the majority of the 150 or 
so coins found. 

At present there is little evidence of 3rd century 
occupation but for the 4th century there are some 
pits and the end of a building built by the side of 
Stane Street.7 These features lie on the edge of t!;e 
earlier settlement area. 

Recently Mr. C. E. Titford drew attention to the 
distances between settlements on Stane Street and 
suggested that Ewell was the nearest posting station 
to London; this theory must to some extent be sup- 
oorted bv the evidence of the verv earlv 1st centurv 
occupatio~.~ 

The settlement at Ewell was surrounded bv a 
number of farmsteads, for example at ~ u r b i r r y  
Shot, originally founded in the Iron Age but which 
either seemed to have continued under the Roman 
occupation or were re-established in the Flavian 
period. The degree of relationship between these 
farmsteads and the settlement has yet to be estab- 
ished. 
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