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Land Snails in Archaeology by John G. Evans. 
Seminar Press. 436pp, 42 plates, 103 figs. f7.90. 
THIS is a very informative reference work in a 
relatively new and unexplored field of study, of 
importance to both archaeologists and biologists. 
Dr. Evans covers a wide range of topics, such as 
archaeological deposits, soils, snail identification 
and ecology, sampling and statistical methods; he 
also mentions the difficulties encountered in the 
acquisition, presentation and interpretation of the 
evidence to be gained from snails. Throughout the 
book the author stresses the need for more research 
on present day snails as well as  past remains. He 
hopes that it will soon be possible to state, for 
example. whether a piece of grassland was "unif~rm, 
tussocky, grazed by sheep, grazed by cattle or long 
reverting to scru'b." 

Environmental evidence in general is discussed, 
making this more than just a study of snails from 
archaeological sites. Dr. Evans compares the differ- 
ent, yet often complimentary, information obtain& 
from pollen and snails, which usually occur in differ- 
ent tvoes of deoosits. Snails have manv advantaees 
for thk archaedlogist-not only are tiey abundant 
and easily extracted, but they are also readily 
identified because there are a manageable number 
of species with which to work. They are also less 
mobile than pollen grains and are usually found 
in or near the original environment. 

The extensive glossary is a very useful feature. 
since it covers many archaeological and biological 
technical terms. This book which is relatively in- 
expensive for its size and quality, covers a fascinat- 
ing subject of great importance to every archaeolo- 
gist. PAMELA GREENWOOD 

Origins of Eoglish Feudalism by R. Allen Brown. 
George ANen & Unwin £3 (papaback £1.75). 
IN THE VOLUME, the latest in the "Historical 
Problems: Studies and Documents" series, Dr. Brown 
provides an introductory essay, a series of over 
seventy extracts from contemporary sources, to- 
gether with several plates, all concerned with the 
elucidation of one of the most hotly debated English 
historical problems. 

The author's main thesis is that the feudal system 
as found in medieval England was, after all, intro- 
duced "at a stroke" by the Norman Conquest of 
1066, and that any attempt to see the origins of 
feudalism in the late Anglo-Saxon/Scandinavian 
state is doomed to failure. In excellent surveys of 
the main elements of feudalism - knight-service. 

vassalage, fees and cast le6Dr.  Brown shows that 
none of these existed in England prior to 1066, ex- 
cepting only a few castles, all of which may be 
safely attributed to Edward the Confessor's French 
favourites. Marshalling a wide range of 11th cen- 
tury and later medieval sources, he demonstrates 
that the controversy between "continuity" and "dis- 
continuity" which has raged since its inception by 
Round and Maitland in the 1890s. is largely spuri- 
ous and depcnds on special pleading about certain 
pre-Conquest sources which are not, after all, as 
ambiguous as they might appear. 

As Dr. Brown says in his conclusion (p. 94). 
Anglo-Saxon England in 1066, represented the cul- 
mination of the evolution of the Germanic mon- 
archy, whereas Normandy was a fully-fledged feudal 
state by that date. The substitution of one aristocracy 
for another, coupled with the exigencies of conquest 
after 1066, ensured the rapid appearance of the 
feudal apparatus in England, a fact which so many 
historians have found so hard to accept. The sur- 
viving visual evidence of the castles created before 
1100 bears ample witness to the speed of the pro- 
cess. 

The choice of documents in a study as this is of 
course dificult, especially when one is trying to 
establish a series of negatives. Generally, however, 
Dr. Brown has chosen well, from both English and 
Continental authors. The only quibble is that same 
of the extracts are too long in making their point, 
such as no. 20 from The Life @ Herlmn and no. 
19 from Kin8 Hurald's Sup.  

Although not a book with more than passing 
reference to archaeology (for example, castles and 
other fortifications), Origins of English Feuduliwn 
mav be recommended to anvone interested in the 
impact of the Norman conq;est on England, either 
physically, in the shape of the castle, or politically, 
with the introduction of knight-service and the 
other trappings of feudalism, which often form a 
strong thread in local history of the medieval cen- 
turies. 

KEITH BAILEY 

MISCELLANY 
A poster size colour reproduction of de Lother- 

bourg's Coalbrookdale by Night (1801) is available 
from the Science Museum at 37p (post free), which 
is really excellent value. The Museum sells a wide 
range of lithographs, wall charts and reproductions 
and if you cannot visit, ask for list 460 from Science 
Museum, London, SW7 2DD. 

JOHN ASHWWN 


