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A PREVIOUS ARTICLE on the history of the 
salt-glazed stoneware Pottery established by John 
Dwight at Fulham and the first stages of the excava- 
tions was published in 1971.' I t  was then expected 
that demolition and rebuilding would start shortly. 
In the event there has been delay, so that wibh the 
owners' co-operation excavations have been con- 
tinued in the parts of the site where this has been 
feasible without interference with the main build- 
ings still in use and the Pottery's active business of 
supplying potters' clay and equipment. Limited 
excavations have also been undertaken on a number 
of nearby sites. 

The Pottery and its surroundings. 
Fig. 1 shows the Pottery and adjacent areas in 

old Fulham v~llage close to the Thames near the 
present Putney Bridge. The area between the exist- 
ing north yard of the Pottery and Fulham High 
Street to the west, including the sites of the present 
Nos 57a to 63 in the High Street (c. TQ 244761), 
was formerly in the Pottery's ownership, but has not 
been available for excavation. It was occupied by 
Dwight and his successors as a residence with a 
garden; the house, as probably built in Dwight's 
time, was mainly behind the present frontage of No 
59 High Street (Fire Brigades Union premises). 

The excavation evidence points to the main opera- 
tional area having been near the present New Kings 
Road entrance, where the site then extended some 
10m. further south than at present; much of this 
area is still occupied by buildings remaining in use. 
Outside the Pottery, deposits of early stoneware 
and saggar fragments have been found at Site A 
along the south side of New Kings Road during 
trench digging for utilities, and also at Site B in 
1. London Archaeol. 1 No. 11 (1971) 255-58 
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Burlington Road. Excavation in the garden at Site 
C north of the Pottery boundary tended to confirm 
documentary indications that this area has never 
formed part of the Pottery, a'lthough domestic 



rubbish included, among other stoneware debris, 
large fragments of an 18th century jug with a raised 
carousing scene adapted from William Hogarth's 
"Midnight Modern Conversation," a type which has 
often been attributed to Fulham; this has been the 
only significant example so far found of decorated 
18th century stoneware. Site D, which was examined 
during contractors' work, contained a dump of 
fragmentary 18th century plain stoneware tankards, 
bottles and saggars. Site E was a brick-lined pit 
containing domestic rubbish of the first hzlf of the 
18th century and produced an  inscribed 18th century 
stoneware tankard, dated 1710 and made for William 
Enfield of the "White Harte" a t  the Horse ferry, 
Westminster; it would be unwise at present to assign 
this definitely to Fulham manufacture although at a 
later date adjacent property in the High Street 
belonged to the Pottery, but whether this was the 
case as early as the dating of the pit has not been 
discovered. 

The Pottery site and excavated features. 
Fig. 2 shows the present Pottery yard and build- 

ings on a larger scale, the areas excavated, and the 
main 17th and early 18th century features. The 

positions of six of the later 19th czntury bottle kilns 
are also shown in outline. The subsoil is a layer of 
firm river-deposited sand, which was probably here 
about 2m. deep and overlies gravel of the Thames 
Flood Plain Terrace. The sand is now found 
undisturbed in the excavated areas at depths mostly 
about 1.5m. below the present surface; in p'laces 
it is covered by 15-25cm. of disturbed or redeposited 
sand containing fragments of briok, tile and 17th 
century pottery, including stoneware. Finds of pre- 
17th century material on the site have been slight, 
the earliest, apart from a few flint flakes, being three 
rim sherds of 12th - 14th century coarse pottery, 
including a probable 13th cen'tury sherd with ham- 
mer rim in an isolated post hole. Pre-17th century 
stratified deposits have not been found. 

No plans or drawings have been found which 
document the layout or buildings of the Pottery 
in any detai'l prior to about the mid-19th century. 
The earliest map which shows the Pottery, that of 
John Rocque (to a scale of approx 1:12060) which 
was published in 1746, indicates parallel north-south 
ranges of buildings on either side of a somewhat 
narrower yard than the present one, with an entrance 

Fig. 2 Plan of Fulham Pottery showing the surviving bottle kiln (b) and the areas exoavated (hatched). 



from New Kings Road. Excavation showed that 
parts of the lowest courses of brickwork in the 
foundtitions alongside Burlington Road arc laid 
directly on the sand without mortar bedding and 
these can prdbably be dated to the 18th century, but 
the bui'ldings as they now stand are all of the 19th 
and to a small extent the 20th century. The excava- 
tions have also shown that in the northern part of 
the range the brick buildings were preceded during 
the early 18th century by a partially brick-floored 
structure with the roofing supported on wooden 
posts, which was probably an open plan storage 
shed. This was built above part of a very large 
pit 10n1. long and up to 4m. wide fil'led with Dwigh't 
sloneware, with a layer of unfired ball clay (h on 
plan). 

Further to the north, in the rear of the site mainly 
bclow the cxisting outer wall and the concrete sub- 
structure of a 20th century muffle kiln, there were 
up to 20 courses of the foundations of a brick 
structure (g on plan), externally measuring approxi- 
mately 2.48m. x 2.78m., with put logs at two levels 
and an arched aperture towards Burlington Road. 
There was no indication of any burning, and this 
was not part of a kiln. No dating material was 
found below the foundations so far as they could 
be removed, but it seems likely that the building 
preceded the Pottery by a considerable time and 
was demdlisbed soon after its establishment. The 
decayed bottommost fill, which appeared to be rdtten 
timlber, included several commplete salt-glazed stone- 
ware globular mugs of the Dwight period (see fig. 
7), fragments of plain handled bottles, three-sided 
crucibles, d a y  tobacco pipes, an ivory cane h'andle 
and a 1679 Charles I1 farthing. Three intact handle- 
less stoneware bottles were apparently deposited 
prior to the uppermost fill, which may have been 
associated with the filling of the very large pit 
immediately to the south, already referred to, which 
contained fragmented stoneware, induding bottles 
with medallions incorporating dates of 1675 and 
1676. - ~ 

To  the west of this building an unusually deep 
oval pit (i), of which the lower part survived beneath 
the foundations of a 19th century bottle kiln (kiln e), 
contained large quantities of roofing tiles, which may 
have come from the building, and a'lso 17th century 
earthenware sherds and a little stoneware. The 
surviving lower parts of two nearby gullies dug into 
the sand, also below kilne. contained 18th century 
stoneware and saggars. 

The only evidence which has been found of an 
operational feature, probably of Dwight's time, is a 
truncated brickwork foundation, also in the Bufling- 
ton Road range, of a brick tank (k) likely to have 
been used for processing clay, of which the remain- 
der wa.: cut away by the foundations of successive 
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Fia 3 L a t e  17th oentury salt-glazed stoneware bottle 
with a mask a t  the bel larmine type from the south west  

of the s i t e  

19th century bottle kilns; a smdl adjacent area of 
sand, approximately 0.75m. square, showed evidence 
of intense heat. 

I n  the extensive excavated area in the south-west 
of the yard the earliest structures are parts of a brick 
wall foundation (m) which could not be dated closely 
but is probably of the late 17th or early 18th cen- 
tury; part of a brick floor was also found. This area 
also contained extensive (pits filled mainly with stone- 
ware of the Dwight period, relatively large quantities 
of kiln furniture, bricks and other building debris. 
There is evidence of further nrobable 18th century - 

structures (0). 
A complex series of pits and gullies, containing 

stoneware with saggars and kiln furniture, which 
cut into one another and date from the Dwight 
period to the early 19th century, was excavated in 
a building at the east side of the yard (j). These 
were below a comoacted 19bh centurv yard surface. 
On the other hand, the area on the west side of the 
yard (p) produced no evidence of having been within 
the operational area of the Portery prior to the 



erection in 1864-65 of C.I.C. Bai'ley's adjacent new 
"factory" building which still stands. 

Although no parts of kiln structures of the 17th 
century or, indeed, of the 18th century have been 
located, much kiln debris, including kiln bricks with 
heavy salt deposit, has been found in the 17th cen- 
tury pits, indicating the demolition of at least one 
kiln during the Dwight period. 

The earliest kiln on bhe site of which the pos?tion 
is at present known, is in fact the sole remaining 
standing bottle kiln (indicated as kiln b). This is to 
bz preserved and its foundations have not been 
investigated, but it is probably not much earlier 
than about 1840. Until the 1860s a similar kiln (kiln 
a) s twd to the south of it, and prior to Bailey 

, taking over the Pottery and proceeding greatly to 
expand it, these were probably the only bottle kilns 
standing on the site. Four new kilns were built by 
Bailey in 1864-65 in the new "faotory" building on 

I t.hc site of Dwight's garden; after the fire which 
severely damaged a consideratble part of the Pottery 
in 1918 this building was rebuilt and is now occupied 
by a motor firm. 

Partial excavation in the Builington Road range 
showed that kiln a was almost certainly kiln "no. 
1" ascertained from documentary evidence to have 
k e n  demolished with its foundations and rebufit in 
1869; no trace of the earlier structure was found. 
Two additional kilns in this range (c and d) are also 
inferred from documentary evidence to have been 
built by Bailey in the late 1860s, and have been 
partially excavated. Of these o d y  kiln c still stood 
h 1889 and excavation showed that it has been 
rebuilt; it is likely to have been the kiln which was 
known to have been rebuilt about 1891. Kilns a and 
c were standing until the 1930s. At the rear (north 
e.ld) of the yard the foundations of two further kilns 
built by Bailey (e and f) were able to be more fully 
excavated and, in agreement wtth documentary 
evidence, dated to about 1875-80; these incorporated 
exceptionally large quantities of waste stoneware in 
the foundations and in one case a halfpenny of . 1874 in new condibion; both apparently survived 
until 1918. 

AI1 the late Victorian kilns were incorporated 
into substantid mainly 3-storey interconnecuing ' buildings. After 1918 four free standing kilns were 
successfully built at  various times at the rear of the 
yard, the two last being demolished shout 1960-61. 
The positions of these four kilns are not shown on 
the plan. 

The Wares. 
The pits containing stoneware have produced frag- 

mented wares in large quantity, predominantly from 
the period of Dwight. The very large pit (h) extend- 

ing southwards along the Buflington Road frontage 
from the rectangular building referred to above (g) 
could not be fully excavated as the existing building 
is supported above it. I t  contained a vast quantity 
of smashed-up stoneware bottles, glo'bular mugs and 
tankards, with fragmented saggar material and kiln 
furniture. I t  appeared to have been filled quickly, as 
the vertical edges in the sand showed little evidence 
of weathering or collapse. Some of the bottles and 
mugs had medallions, including a few with a date 
of 1675 or, in one case, 1676, and many with national 
emblems and royal devices embodying the "CR 
monogram of Charles 11. There were also fragments 
of drinking mugs with applied pattern decoration 
and tankards, boCh coloured with combalt and man- 
ganese in the German fashion, but these formed a 
small part of the whole. In addition, there were 
sherds of fine, thin stoneware, including white drin'k- 
ing mugs and mottled beakers, but no examples of 
tavern bottles with bellarmine masks, apart from a 
few fragments in one small deposit. Much of the 
material in the pit as a ,whole is of good quality, 
and it is not evident why it was rejected. 

The pi& in the excavated area in the south west 
04 the yard contained sim,ilar fragmented 17th cen- 
tury materi'al, including bottles and drinking mugs 
with the same types of medallions, but with more 
evidence of failures in firing, and with much kiln 
furniture. There is also a greater variety of forms 
of vesse'ls and of the blue and mauve decorated 
wares, bottles with bellarmine masks in large num- 
bers and examples of unusually sm~all drinking mugs 
with small pattern medallions. The finds also 
included quantities of small ornamen'tal vessds in a 
variety of colour from buff and white to pale blue, 
which in outward appearance resemble porcelain, 
and also a few fragments of darkish red-[brown 
overfired stoneware. 

Bearded masks of the bellarmine type found on 
stoneware bottles show considerable variety of design 
and quality, but the majority of the examples so far 
found come from a single pit deposit. The masks 
occur with and without medallions. Apart from con- 
ventional "grotesque" types (fig. 3) there are types 
with horned heads surmounted by a crescent or 
shell and heads with antlers; there are also full 
length representations of a horned figure. The 
absence of bellarmine masks from other large 
deposits of tavern bottles suggests a limited period 
of production. 

The applied medallions occur in large numbers 
from both bottles and globular mugs. Taking the site 
as a whole, there are well over 100 different designs, 
in varying sizes according to the size of vessel. They 
include pla'in and coloured pattern and floral designs 
no't dissimilar from some German examples, but the 
majority appear to be straightforward designs for 



Fig. 4 Fragments of meda l l ion  mould,  possibly used 
to make Figs. 5 and 6 

tavern bottles with particular mmes or for their 
landlords or, in a few cases, other individuals; 
among these the types of which most examples 
have been found are the various Royal and national 
emblems with the cipher U£ Charles 11. Other 
examples include heraldic arms, for example of the 
Queen, Catherine of Braganza, and of the City of 
London, classical and conten~porary representations 
of men and women, and designs depicting animals, 
birds, insects and common tavern names such as the 
"Cock" (with the initials "HC" of the proprietor 
of the Cock Tavern at Temple Bar), "Elephant and 
Castle," "George and Dragon," and "Lamb and 
Flag." Two other interesting examples show a group 
of ornate buildings and a human figure having a 
stag's head. The excavated medallions include nearly 
all the examples previously attributed to Dwight 
and p~b l i shed .~  Two examples have also been found 
of circular medallion moulds, double-sided with two 
different designs. One appears to be ceramic, the 
other which is illustrated (fig. 4) appears si8milar to 
Totternhoe Clunch and shows on one side a phoenix 
and the other a coronet below an elephant's head: 
glazed medallions of both these subjects have also 
been found (figs 5 and 6). It seems likely that the 
medallions also were produced over a limited period 
of Dwight's activity; no example bearing a date is 
later than 1676, and all the Royal devices are 
related to Charles 11, with "@R or "CC" mono- 
grams. 

No evidence has been found of the use for decora- 
tion of brass stamps similar to those in the British 
Museum. 

Probably the most interesting find of all, made 
in the early summer of 1973, comprises large frag- 

men'ts of a bust similar to the well-known 
stoneware bust of Prince Rupert, which was pre- 
served for more than 150 years in Dwlight's family 
and is now also in the British Museum. The new 
fragments, found mainly in a pit deposit (n) of the 
late 17011 or early 18th cefltury are grey in colour 
and there is a truncated and unclear signature, partly 
flaked off during firing, with the date "167 ". The pit 
was partly destroyed by a Victorian drainage system 
and it is poss2ble that more fragments will 
appear. No part of the face has been found. Other 
small fragments of white sooneware statuettes have 
also been found in this area. 

Deposits of 18th century stoneware on the site 
have been limited. Examples occur on tankards 
of both the "WR" and "&R warrant of capacity 
mark introduced fo'lhawing the Act of 1700, but it 
seems likely that all examples of the " W R  mark 
which have been found should be d a t d  to the 
Hanoverian period rather than to the final years of 
William 111, according wi& the view of Mavis 
Bimson that general use of the "WR" mark con- 
tinued throughout most of the 18th century and 
possibly much 1ater.Wn the other hand, the 1710 
tankard found on Site E bears an " A R  mark, and 
this seems to be the latest date known at present for 
this mark. 

It is disappointing that virtually no evidence has 
been found of 18th century wares wlth decortition. 
Many of the well-known inscribed and decorated 
examples attdbnted to Fulham were evidently made 
specially to order, and it also seem likely that much 
waste material of the 18th century and later was 
dumped off the site, as on Site D, or ground up 
For use as grog. An interesting in'ference from study 
Marks" Post-Medieval Archaeol. 4 (1970) 165. The Act 
provided for marking with a crown and " W R  cipher, so 
that use of "AR" during the reign of Queen Anne was 
legally incorrect. 



Fig. 8 

Fig. 7 

Fig. 9 

Fig. 7 Late 17th century m u g  in cream stoneware. Fig. 8 Late 17th century raggar. Figs. 9 and 10. Saggars (first 
half of 18th century) with Fig. 9 having a slot f o r  tankard handles 

of the Rate Books is that in 1713 the Pottery had 
very possibly been closed for a time, perhaps owing 
to a failure by Dwiglvt's "undutiful" son Samuel to 
take on the duties of management for some time 
after his mother's death in 1709. Between 1713 and 
1760, by which time control had passed to William 
White senior, who married Dwight's grand-daughter 
Lydia as her second husband, the Pottery showed a 
continuous fall in rategble value. 

Use of an impressed "Fulham Pottery" or similar 
proprietory mark seems on the evidence of the 
excavated material to have not long preceded Bailey's 
advent in 1864. Example of such marks on Bailey 
and later wares have been found in considerable 
variety. Relatively small quantities have been found 
of decorated sherds from the popular "hunting" 
jugs with applied rustic decoration which during 
the 19th century and subsequently were also exten- 

sively made in similar style by Doultons and other 
potteries. 

From the later part of the 18Uh century onwards, 
there is an extensive series of inscribed sherds show- 
ing names and addresses of customers for whom 
various forms of common storage jars, bottles and 
other products were made; bottles for a Brighton 
customer were indicated as returnable by being 
stamued to show that the owner. "wants me home." 

The varied series of types of kiln furniture and 
utilised saggars which occur in many deposits should 
be considered important. Examples of 17th and 18th 
century saggar types are illustrated (figs 8-10). Apart 
from the evidence in the excavations, it is known 
from documentary evidence that Dwight used "cases" 
or "slugs" for firing the more fragile wares from an 
early period of his work, as was also done by the 
delfbware potters of Soufiwark and Lambeth but 



not apparently, at this time, by German stoneware 
potters. The excavztions show, however, that one 
type of his kiln furniture, a three-pronged separator, 
was simi1,ar to a German type used at Raeren and 
na  doubt elsewhere in Germany in the 17th ~ e n t u r y . ~  
Many different sizes of three-sided crucibles, whioh 
were also ~roduced in germ an^,^ were also found 
in the ~ w & h t  deposits. Later saggars and assem- 
blazes of kiln furniture show considerable changes 
in &le and practice. 

The excavations are being carried out by Fulham 
and Hammersmith Historical Society. The Director's 

4. 0. E. Mayer in Heinrich Hillebrandt Raerener Sreinzcug 
Aachen (1967) 182. Raeren is now in Belgium. 

acknowledgements are due especially to the owners 
of the Pottery, #he Fulham Pottery Company Ltd., 
the Manager, Mr. A. B. Nicholls, and staff for the 
facilities they have willingly extended and their 
patient forbearance, and to the Department of the 
Environment (through the Society for Post-Medieval 
Archaeology) and the London Museum for financial 
assistance towards the costs of the excavations. Site 
drawings accompanying this artide are by Michael 
Bussell, other drawings by Chris Green, and photo- 
graphs by Chris Bayliss. 

5. An example, possibly from Kreussen. is illustrated (No. 
851) in Sreinzeug, a catalogue of the Kunstgewerbemuseum, 
Cologne (1 971). 

London's Archaeological Societies - 14 
FULHAM AND HA ERSMITH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

THE LONDON BOROUGH of Hammersmith unites the and in the event survey and excavation of the site and 
formei Metropolitan Boroughs of Hammersmith and Ful- processing of the finds have already been in progress for 
ham,. Its boundaries extend for five miles along the Thames three years under the direction of Mr. V. R. Christophers, 
between Chelsea Creek and Chiswick Ait, and northwards and will continue for a considerable time ahead. A first 
as far as Harlesden and Kensal Green. account of the work appears on another page. 

Prior to the formation of the present Borough local Site watching and exploration of other threatened sites is 
history in the area was fostered by Fulham History Society undertalnen in support of the London and Middlesex 
and Hammersmith Local Hislary Group, which were Archaeological Society's arrangements for covering London 
founded respectively in 1934 and 1954. It was decided that north of the Thames, and activities also include eveninz 
these two bodies should be amalgamated to form the present classes for restoration of the material excavated at the 
Society, but prior to this it was agreed in 1970 to establish Fulham Po'Nery. 
a joint Archaeological Section to undertake site watching, The Society maintains a full programme of activities of 
excavations and other archaeological activity within the local history idlerest, including lectures and visits, but the 
Borough. most important feature is the commitment to an annual 

Much redevelopment is in prospect and the Borough's publication which is availa'ble to subscribing members at a 
archaeology is vi~tually unexplored. Numerous finds from reduced price. The most ambitious ven'tures have been up- 
the Thames of material of all periods from the Mesolithic to-date histories written by groups of members and edited 
onwards and development of the area from early Saxon by Philip Whitting, of 'both Fulham (now out of print) 
times as the focus of the extendive Fulham estate which was and Hammersmith. For 1973 the publication is to be a 
granted early in the 8th century to the Bishop of London, reproduction of Maclure's 1853 map of Fulham. 
are features of particular interest. Enquiries for membership and details of all current 

However, shortly after the Archaeological Section's esta'b- publications may be made to Miss E. I. Willson, Hon. 
lishment plans were put forward for rebuilding the Fulham Secretary, c / o  Fulham Library, 598 Fulham Road, S.W.6, 
Pattery, a site of unique national importance since it was or to Oliver Pearcey, Hon. Secretary, FHHS Archaeological 
here that the first English salt-glazed stoneware pottery Section, 14 Mark Mansions, Westville Road, W.12 (01-749 
was edtablished by the distinguished John Dwight. It  was 4440). 
decided that this site should have first call on the Society's 
interest and resources while the opportunity remained, O h e r  Pearcey 

Excavation Round-up 1973 
Following the good reception for 'Excavation 

Round-up 1972," it is intended to produce a simi- 
lar report for the current year. 

Directors, secretaries and other people concerned 
with excavations carried out during 1973 are re- 
quested to send a short report to the co-ordinator, 
Brian Bloice, 94 Hubert Grove, S.W.9 (01.733 6665) 
for inclusion in the Spring issue. I t  would be ap- 
preciated if these reports could be modelled on the 
ones in Vol. 2 No. 2 and could be sent iu'by the 
25th January. 

Local Societies 
The third list of amendments to the list of local 

societies published in Vol. 1, No. 15 is as follows: 
Fulham and Hammersmith Hist. Soc., Archaeo- 

logy section; sec, 0, pearcey, 14 ~~~k ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ,  
westville ~ ~ ~ d ,  w.12, 

IsImgton Antiquarian and Hist. Soc.--delete as 
defunct. 

Welwyn Arch. Soc.-formerly Lockleys Arch. 
Soc .Sec .  D. W. Hills, 63 Dariiells, Welwyn Gar- 
den City, Herts. 

17n 


