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Goodbye London. An illustrated guide to threatened 
buildings. By Christopher Booker and Candida L. 
Green. Fontana Paperbacks. 80p. 

GOODBYE to what? Not goodlbye to London's 
historic listed buildings but goodbye to your local 
familiar scene. TMis paperback of 160 pages with 
maps and over 440 small illustraCions, sets out to 
document changes due to take place by redevelop- 
ment in Central London. TXis is your almost too 
late warning. Remember the view from Waterloo 
Bridge once dominated by St. Pauls, but now 
dominated by square towers, that have finally won 
the visual battle with Wren's great dome. Goodbye 
London however, shows that even worse is to come 
into this view. Rememlber the Strand before Kings 
College graced it with their grey monster and killed 
the scale. Remember Hyde Park before the high 
blocks made it small. Remember London's east 
end. "London is an ugly Victorian city - so let's 
make it all square" you can almost hear the investors 
muttering. "Let's put a square glass box between 
the Charing Cross pepper pots, no one will care." 
Even if you do care there is very little you can do 
about it except live with it. Goodbye London comes 
in at this point wimth its warning, not of the single 
project, but the overall effect of many to come. 

The pace of redevelopment is now so fast and 
widespread, that hundreds of small, medium and 
large schemes will change cenYral London's present 
environmental character completely within anorher 
ten years. This book documents just what that 
transformation will mean, in terms of changed scale 
and loss of architectural character, in the wiping 
out of local landmarks and backwa'ters. Thirteen 
areas in central London are examined from Kensing- 
ton to the City, with a side glance at Southwark. 
Ironically these are headed With a map of conser- 
vation areas ghwing Westminster's concern and 
equally clearly why the City's areas are a trade joke. 
However it is the illustrations that make the book's 
impact (small and poor as many are), particularly 
if you know an area. Conversely you may be amazed 
Chat such places exist. The threatened buildings 
are predominately 19th century in date and belong to 
the people's London. They Show the complexity 
of London's character and the domestic scale that 
harbours "the villages" within the metropolis. Take 
this away at one go an'd the concrete jungle, no fun, 
no detail, but just third rate account book town- 
scape will take over. 

London does not want more large scale urban 
destruction, concerned with accommodation and 

return, creating ghettos of activities and residents. 
London needs careful urban surgery that retains 
the beit of the existing fabric while grafring a new 
generation's requirements alongside, so that the 
character and life of London continues in a healthy 
way. This means town planners exercising more than 
just development control. 

Too much, too often is the cry of this book 
and you cannot say you did not receive a warning. 

The final section on the prime movers of your 
environment, developers, architects, local govern- 
ment, legislation and you, is not worked out enough 
to be over helpful. This book does show the way to 
reach for greater public participation and ably 
demonstrates the scale of changes about to descend 
on the capital. Remember thekas t  End? 

JOHN ASHDOWN 
Railwav Architecture of Greater London. bv , . 
~ o d n e y  Symes and David Cole. Osprey Publishing 
Ltd.  128pp., 116 figs. f1.95. 
THE latest addition to the Railway Architecture 
Series will be of vital interest not only to the rail- 
way enthusiast but also to the industrial archaeolo- 
gist and the local historian, all of whom are deeply 
concerned in preserving the historic parts of the en- 
vironment. The team of David Cole, who contributes 
the architectural appraisal, and Rodney Symes, 
whose simple sketches highlight the unusual and 
the diverse within the railway stations of London, 
brings home just how much the average commuter 
fails to notice his daily surroundings-until it is too 
late and the demolition experts have done their work. 
Not only is there diversity due to the numerous sep- 
arate companies serving the metropolis, but within 
each station surrounds there is so much of interest; 
signalling and its cabins, tunnels, bridges and via- 
ducts, water tanks and goods sheds, and details of 
platform awnings. In addition London's Under- 
ground receives its due coverage. 

It it a relaxing book suitable for a winter even- 
ing's browsing, but one's appetite for more cannot 
be satisfied since Rodney Symes' untimely death 
came only a few weeks after completing the drawing 
for the book, at the young age of 38. 

KLAUS MARX 
Methods of Physical Examination in Archaeology 
lby M, S. Tite. Seminar Press. 385 pp. 25 p]. 124 
figs. £6.80. 
THE archaeologist has never had so many scientific 
aids at his disposal as he has today. A final report 
on a ~ettlement site can now be an involved multi- 
disciplinary volume, and the archaeologist has to 



be selective in deciding which tests and examinations 
to submit his finds to. This erudite work describes 
all the physical methods used in assessing archaeo- 
logical material, and discusses in detail their advan- 
tages, disadvantages and general usefulness. It  shows 
that advances made in recent years are eliminating 
subjective opinions on artefacts, and may in the not 
too distant future eliminate subjcctive views alto- 
gether. This is a book which is of value to any 
archaeologist with an interest in scientific analysis 
of material, but again, as is so common now, its 
price will eliminate it from many of our bookshelves. 

GALE CANVIN 

The Nature of the Horsham Industry and its place 
within the British Mesollithic by A. G.  Woodcock. 
Chichester Museum Occasional Papers No. 1 .  27pp, 
4 maps, 2 tables, 30p. 

THE Mesolithic period is enjoying a renewed in- 
terest in it at present, and one of the products of this 
is the booklet The Nature of the Horshum Industry 
and its place within the British IMesolithic. It  has 
much to commend it, providing as it does a resume 
of current research into this aspect of the Meso- 
lithic and draws some interesting and fresh conclu- 
sions. The distribution maps must be viewed with 
caution, as must most distribution maps of knapping 
sites, as they generally show merely where work 
has been undertaken, and it is surprising to find a 

, work on this subject does not illustrate even a 
single Horsham point. It does contain a very com- 
prehensive bibliography. However, in today's un- 
happy climate of inflationary book prices 30 pence 
is an almost insignificant sum to pay, even for a 
27 page phamplet. 

GALE CANVIN 

The Antiquities of Rome. Engraved in perspective 
and described by Stefano du Perac Parisino. Rome 
(1575). Reprinted by A. W~rren ,  London (1973). 
£2.50 on Antique Wove paper; £4.00 on Handmade 
paper (both post free). 

THAT Arthur Warren should take to publishing 
was unexpected, but no less pleasing to record. His 
privately printed reissue of the Antiquities of Rotme, 
first published in 1575, is to be recommended as a 
first rate piece of enterprise that places a rare and 
now expensive work, readily in the hands of the 
interested archaeologist. 

Reproduced by off-set litho from an original 
copy in ArChur Warren's possession the reprint is 
available on two grades of paper and is supplied 
unbound in a plastic wallet. There are 32 views 
and a title page with a summary translation of the 
archaic Italian descriptive text. The quality of repro- 
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duction is uneven but nowhere is it such to distract 
from the interest of the views. In their own right 
tlhey have considerable charm, with the crude under- 
standing of classical arch'itecture [that one would 
expect from a 16th century artist. While du Perac 
lacked the draughtsmanship of Piranesi, he had time 
on his side and the condition and detail of the sub- 
jecb matter is all (the more impressive. For the 
archaeologist this is a record of the major buildings 
of Rome before the inevitable toll of destruction and 
decay in subsequent centuries. The reprint is slightly 
reduced in size from the original and the standard 
edition on Bedford Antique Wove paper has a 
cream matt surface. Copies may be obtained from 
Mr. A. Warren, 26 Pemberton Avenue, Gidea Park, 
Romford, Essex. 

JOHN ASHDOWN 

Mosaics in Woman BrEtain by Anne Wainey: Dwid  
and Charles. 205pp. 16 plates. £3.75. 

FOR THOSE whose appetite for Roman Mosaics 
has been whetted by a visit to the Great Pavement 
at Woodchester, which had its decennial opening 
this summer, Anne Rainey's Mo~rrics in Romar~ 
Britain could not have come at a better time. This 
work is both an introduction to the subject and a 
comprehensive catalogue of all known mosaics in 
Britain. It is divided into three sections. In a very 
short introduction the author sketches the back- 
ground history of mosaics and discusses their 
design and methods of construction. 

The main body of the book is a gazetteer of 
mosaics in Britain from both town and villa sites. 
Entries are alphabetical and the basic information 
listed includes a description, references to published 
illustrations and, where a mosaic has been subse- 
quently lost, useful contemporary accounts. The 
present location of the mosaics is given, together 
with the National Grid reference for the original 
site, although it is not always clear whether the 
mosaics are on view to the public and it might 
have been useful in some cases to give the Grid 
references to three figures rather than two. Finally 
there is a very useful glossary for those less familiar 
with the subject with a particularly commendable 
series of illustrations to assist in the identification 
of the various designs. 

The book is provided with quite a generous series 
of black and white photographs. There is a select 
bibliography for Roman Britain and some of the 
major sites and a list of abbreviations used for the 
sources, which rather confusingly is made to serve 
as a supplementary bibliography. The index is ade- 
quate, concentrating on the designs, and the reader 
is left to cross-reference sites for himself. While the 
book is clearly aimed at the interested amateur, on 



whose travels it will prove a very worthwhile com- 
panion, it should also be of value to the serious 
student of Roman Britain and its art. Although no 
substitute for viewing the actual mosaics, it should 
stimulate its reader to do just that, whenever pos- 
sible. With regard to price, the popularity of a book 
such as this would be greatly enhanced if it could 
be produced in paperback. 

COLIN HASELGROVE 

Recent Journals 
Archaeologia Cantiana Volume 87 (1972) issued to 
members of Kent Archaeological Society. Editor: 
A. P. Detsicas. 
A GOOD full volume of some 250 pages with four- 
teen papers, dhort notes and reports of archaeological 
work carried out in 1972. Excavations are reported 
from Rochester CRoman and Medieval East Gate 
and city wall), the Eccles Villa; and of the recovery 
of a small two "flued" early Tudor pottery kiln from 
near Biddenden, that produced red fabric wares 
(Why does the myth of the through draught still 
persist?) 

Stuart Rigold contributes a splendid reconsidera- 
tion of the evidence for Roman Folkestone, and 
coins of Carausius from Richborough are described. 
There are two building studies; an early 15th celitury 
hall house from North Cray, Bexley, recorded by 
Peter Tester (obviously worth fuller publication) and 
a complex town house in Palace Street, Canterbury; 
together with a discussion of the Wotton monuments 
at Boughton Malherbe and the brasses at Milton 
R&< ... D.-- 

The watermills of the River Loose, near Maid- 
stone provide an introduction to the valley's indust- 

r ~ a l  history and, much more of a rarity, the redis- 
covery of a late 18ih century chalpbeate well at 
Tunbridge Wells is reported. On the documentary 
side, Felix Hull reassesses Yhe value of the record 
of the Cinque Ports bailiff's visit to Great Yarmouth 
in 1403; there is a description of the relation9hip of 
local government and cathedral in Restoration 
Cantepbury, and a discussion of parish administra- 
tion of Shoreham (1782-1894). There is also a photo- 
graph of the recently d~rcovered wall painting at 
Snargate church of a "great ship" of circa 1500 

JOHN ASHDOWN 

Also received 
Two further volumes in the Bodley Head 
Archaeology series are now available; they are 
Viking Expansion Westward by ~Magnus Magnusson, 
152 pp., £1.95 and The Archaeology of Minoan 
Crete by Reynold Higgins, 110 pp., £1.95 and, with 
copious illustrations, they provide excellent value 
and have a pleasant, light style of writing which is 
the feature of The Bodley Head series. 

The first Artists by Dorothy and Joseph 
Sarnachson (World's Work) 147 pp. 16 colour plates, 
many black and white figures, £2.50, treats the de- 
velopment of cave painting, the techniques and styles 
of early art and discusses the aesthetic value of many 
works of Paleolithic date. 

Alfred V. Killer by Richard Woodbury (Colum- 
bia University Press) 200 pp. £3.50 is a biographical 
study of one of America's most revered anthro- 
pologists. It descrilbes his trials and setbacks and 
reveals that American archaeoloeists can be as 
bitchy to one another as their ~ r i & h  counterparts! 

GALE CANVIN 

Letters 
FOUNDAT1,ON CIER'EMIONY AT in wearisome meetings to bring the Museum scheme to 

MU8SEU,M O F  LONDON fruition-not that most of them have a personal passion 
for archaeology or local history, but simply because they THE LETTER Mr. S. P. Smith (London Archaeolo- believe that provison of a first-class museum is a part of 

girt, summer 1973, p.71) managed to be bath ungracious their responsibility towards the people of London. Ama- and, in my opinion, unfair. teurs should recognise this. 
A stone-laying ceremony is, of all occasians, a time when 

the promoters and develo~ers af a scheme. and the archi- 
tects, builders, and contra&ors, may celebrate to- 
gether the effective start on an important building struc- 
ture. Without the support of the City of London, which 
has made the site and the immediate finance avsilahle ....-.... 
there would have been no start to the Museum in 1973, or 
for some years after. So far from City Fathers "feigning 
sympathy for half an hour," a considerable number of 
them and their officers have been tailing for several years 

But there were also included in the company at the 
ceremony a number of people who represented the un- 
official, amateur interest in archaeology and antiquities: 
including a non-professional member of the London & 
Middlesex Archaeological Socicty. 

7 Courthope Villas, 
Wimbledon, 
SW19 4EH. 

MICHAEL ROBBINS, 
Past President, 

London & Middlesex 
Archaeological Society. 


