
IN JANUARY, Brian Speucer was appointed to 
succeed John Hayes as director of the Load011 
Museum. He thus became the museum's seventh 
director since its foundation in 1912, and almost 
c-rtainly the last, for by the end of this year, the 
London Museum as we have known it will have 
ceased to be; or, rather, entered an uncomfortable 
period of pupation prior to emerging in the Barbican 
as a new species called the Museum of London. 

Brian Spencer began his career at the London 
Museum twenty-two years ago when appointed to the 
post of assistant keeper for the medieval period. The 
job appeared to offer the breadth and variety he 
sought from a career, an admirable mixture, i t  
sezmed, of history, archaeology, the decorative arts 
and administration. 

His first exhibition was "The London of Charies 
Dickens". He had launched himself into the City's 
medieval archives and seminars with T .  F. Redda- 
way and, by first earning the reputation of being the 
best amateur concrete-breaker in the business, had 
edged his way into the tiny elite of spare-timers then 
allowed to use a trowel in the city (see photo). And, 
by contrast, he. was soon organising the refurbishing 
of the State Apartments of Kensington Palace. 

Against such a continuing background of varied 
assignments, his work in the medieval field has 
largely been done in intensive bursts. Many will 
recall as a minor watershed in medieval archaeology 
the loan exhibition of medieval pottery and accom- 
panying conference organised at the Institute of 
Archaeology ten years' ago. More will have been 
captivated by his recent exhibition, "Chauoer'3 
London," widely acclaimed as the best ever mounted 
at the London Museum and certainly one of the 
finest to be seen in London in recent times. His 
published works has embraced widely-divergent 
topics, but he has become hest known, here and 
abroad, for articles on medieval pilgrim souvenirs. 

Older readers will recall that there once was a 
viable and active Regional Group 10 of the Council 
for British Archaeology and that Brian Spencer was 
iis secretary for many years. He was also co-founder 
and secretary of the Thames Basin Archaeological 
Observers' Group and has since served on the coun- 
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Brim Spweer after he had found the head of Minena 
during the famow Mithias dig. On the right is Norman 
Cmk, formerly Director of Guildhall Museum. (Does 

anyone know who the boy is?-Ed.) 
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cils of the Royal Archaeological Institute and the 
Society for Medieval Archaeology and on the C.B.A. 
Executive Committee. 

He came to London during the afterglow of the 
Festival of Britain. "The Skylon," he says, "had been 
the South Bank's focal-point and had brought to 
public notice the talents of designers Messrs. Powell 
and Moya. The building for the Museum of London 
is ,their work and, now that I see it taking shape, I 
have little doubt that it, too, will become one of the 
focalipoints of London. As for Tom Hume, our 
Director of the Museum of London, I first worked 
with him on a Cistercian abbey site in Yorkshire; 
neither of us then dreamt that we should work 
together beside London Wall." 


