
cause he has, as yet, nothing of his own to analyse or 
dissect. Especially the student who likes to read 
destructive articles like ,this which gives him lots of 
sticks wherewith to best his elders, p h t y  of things 

Wea e 
ARE YOU a "goodies" archaeologist? In other 
words, do you prefer archaeological finds to be big, 
beautiful and made of gold (or at least silver)? If 
so, you will not need to be encouraged to visit the 
exhibition Wealth of the Roman World at the British 
Museum. Here is a unique collection of treasures 
from the period 300-700 A D .  Old friends like the 
Sutton Hoo Ship Burial can be found alongside new 
finds like the Water Newton Treasure - the earliesat 
hoard of Christlian 'church' plate ever found, and on 
show to the public for (the first time. Other great 
musums have made their contribub:on: for example 
the Chalice of Antioch (once thought to be the Holy 
Grail) from the Metropolltan 'Museum (of Art, New 
York, and <two [hoards from the State Hermitage 
Museum, Leningrad. There are even rarely seen 
treasures from the vaults of a German bank-does 
the B.M. have a numbered account? Other treasures, 
too numerous to be mentioned individually, make 
this a display not to be missed. 

But perhaps you find such a display of wealth "all 
a bit much." Does the exhibition have anything to 
offer you? I believe it does. Behind the dazzling dis- 
play there lurks much serious historical information 
and comment. The excellent comlmentary to the finds 
really brings to life the confused period from A D .  
300 to 700. The fall of the Western Roman Empire, 
the survival olf Byzantium, the rise and fall of the 
Persian Sassanian Empire, the invasions of Goths, 
Franks and Lombards, and finally the explosion of 
the Arabs in the seventh century are all there. The 
story is told via the coinage - a valuable source of 
political information, and not merely dating evidence 
- and highlighted by the more spectacular relics of 
their periods. One suspects that the "goodies" are 
just the bait, and the real aim is to teach us all some- 
thing. And why not? - the public's knowledge 
about this period probably owes more to 1066 a d  
All That than to Gib'bon and his successors. If the 
treasures sweeten the pill, so much the better. 

vaporously to argue over, and plenty of excuses for 
never actually getting down to anything. To turgid 
undergraduate theses on what we all ought to do - 
Anathema Sint. 

Silver ewer of the carly 5th century A.D., showing 
@ h i &  healing the blind. 

The exhibition is very well laid out to meet this 
dual need. The standard of design is excellent: ob- 
jects can be seen, labels can bz read, and the over- 
all structure can be easily grasped (which is {more 
than one can say, for example, for the recent Pom- 
peii exhibition). You may be surprised that it is all 
fitted into such a small space, but don't be misled 
l -  there is an awful lot to see. Well worth a visit for 
treasure-hunters and serious historians alike. 
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