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SINCE THE LAST article on Staines', a major 
excavation has taken place during 1977 on the 
Central Area Development site (C.A.D.). This glvc 
us the opportunity of excavating an area of some 
3,000 sq. m. along the High Street frontage-the 
first time since the Barclays Bank site of 1969 (Fig. 
1). From the C.A.D. excavations a number of 
questions have arisen, and a change in some of the 
concepts about Staines in the Roman period is 
needed. 

I propose to give a summary of the C.A.D. exca- 
vations, and then to put forward a few hypotheses 
for consideration about Staines in the Roman and 
early Saxon periods. 
C.A.D. 1977 

The earliest features uncovered were: a series of 
ditches; the Roman road; gravel workings; an3 
part of a foundation trench. The Roman road ran 
diagonally across the north-east corner of the We, 
and had a width of 3.75m (12.3ft), w'th a series 
of three ditches running parallel to it, and gravzl 
workings beyond. 

Ditch I - directly alongside the road was 0.90m 
(2.95') w'de. 

Ditch I1 - a segmented ditch alongside Ditch I. 
was 1.62mm (5.3') wide. 

Ditch I11 - had a square cut basal channel and 
ran along side Ditch 11. It was 1.35m (4.4') wide 
snd was presumably military. 

Running parallel to the road and associated 
ditches, was a foundation trench, into which a 
series of post-holes was set. The terminal post still 
survived in situ and associated with the foundation 
trench of this feature was a silvered brooch of the 
'Hod Hill' type" The gravel workings were presum- 
ably for the extraction of gravel for the make up 
of the road. 

Soon after these ditches and gravel workings 
were dug, they were filled and covered with a 
brown clay, which due to its homogeneous naturc. 
was probably water lain. 

After the deposition of the brown clay two new 
ditches were cut and a slight re-alignment ol' !hz 

1. London Archaeol 2, No. 14 (1976) 362-5. 
2. J. W. Brailsford Hod Hill part 1 (1962) 9 fig 10 

031-88.  C. F. C. Hawkes and M. R. Hull Camulod- 

road occurred. 
Ditch IV was cut along the line of Ditch 111, 

and was 1.80m (5.90') wide, but terminated against 
Ditch V, which had been dug at right angles to the 
previous ditches, and road. Ditch V was c. 4n1 
(13.12') wide, and c. 2m (6.3') deep. The bottoms 
of the two ditches contained pottery of pre-Flavian 
date, as did the new gravel workings dug outside 
the two ditches. The ditches and gravel workings 
were then filled in with a green gravelly soil, to 
level up the whole area. A gravel surface was then 
laid on top, on to which a number of timber- 
framed buildings were erected; at this time the 
road suffered a major re-alignment and probable 
widening. The date of the first buildings is c. 60-70 
A.D. These buildings were demolished c. 70 A.D. 
to make way for timber and clay walled structures; 
the clay walls having tile bonding, and in places 
survived to a height of 0.50m. Behind them lay a 
third group of gravel workings. These buildings 
are part of the Flavian expansion scen in most 
towns and vicii. The buildings themselves, are of 
the 'Pompeiian' type (Facing the street was a large 
room stacked with the goods to be sold; behind 
this room a smaller one for production or extra 
accommodation). One of the buildings was con- 
structed over Ditch V and subsidence into the ditch 
required a series of new floor make ups, five in all. 
Around 130 A.D. these timlber and clay buildings 
were replaced by two large buildings with masonry 
foundations, a similar sequence has been recorded 
at both Silchester3, and Cirencestei4. 

Building A - only the north-west portion of 
whlich could be excavated, showed that the build- 
ing had clay walls, rendered and painted, and opus 
signinum and clay floors. 

Building B - this building was c. 15m -c 20m 
(49.2' X 65.6'). A number of rooms were excav,ired, 
one containing a wood-lined well and hearth, along- 
side. Another room contained tesserae fragments, 
which although in no order, may indicate that the 
floor at one time had a tesselated pavement; which 
had been removed when the building, along with 
Building A, had been deliberately demolished at 

mum,  Oxford (1947) 323. 
7 Fox and Hope Arch. 54 Part I11 (1896) 445. 
4. J. Wacher, Ant. Journ. 42 (1962) 9. 



the end of the 2nd century A.D. There was appar- 
ently no occupation of the site for most of the 3rd 
century A.D., and only limited occupation in the 
4th century AD. ;  mostly represented by '?lack 
earth', one timber-framed building, ancl a few pits. 

There were two Saxon pits and one medieval 
pit. An 18th century A.D. clay .pipe kiln was found 
though much had b x n  destroyed during the \.on- 
struction of the later 19th and 20th century A.D. 
buildings. 

From the excavation of this site a number of 
questions arise: - 
1. What date can be assigned to Ditches 1-1117 
2. Is the brown clay a flood deposit and is it found 

on any other sites in Staines? 
3. What purpose can be proposed for Ditches IV 

and V? What date, and in what context does 
the pottery fall, military or civilian? 

4. Is the re-building of 130 AD. seen elsewhtxe in 
the town? 

5. Why is there an apparent, deliberate demojitlon 
of buildings at the end of the 2nd cenrary 
A.D.? and is this site atypical or do others show 
the same sequence? 

6. What is the significance of the 4th century AD.  
black-earth? 

7. Is there any relationship between the iate 
Romano-B~ritish settlement, and the Saxon settle- 
ment? 

Part IH 
The dating of Ditches I-IF1 relies upon the evid- 

ence from the material found in ditches IV and V, 
plus evidence from other sites 'n the town. 'The 
brown clay which seals these ditches has been 
found on the Friends Burial Ground site (Fig. 1 
No. 4), and here we have been able to give a dale 
of c. 50 A.D. The pottery from Ditches IV and V 
is of importance not only for providing evidence of 
Claudio-Neronian occupation, but the types pre- 
sent indicate associations with the military. 

There are three main groups of pottery associ- 
ated with the pre-Flavian phases. 
1. An orangelred through to red-brown micaceous 

fabric with or without a grey core and occas- 
ional white grits. The surface is either burnished, 
given a white slip or wash, or burnished and 
slipped. The forms associated with this fabric 
are flagons, mortaria, bowls and beakers. 

2. A medium grey, sandy, micaceous fabric with 
occasional calcareous or quartzitic tempering. 
The surface is either: - a) slipped and highly 

5. All types listed are those in C.F.C. Hawkes and 
M. R. Hull, Camulodunum, Oxford, 1947. 

6.  All types listed are those in 'Roman potltery Kilns 
at Gloucester' Bristol nnd Glo~~cestcr  Arch. Soc. 
Trnns. (1 972) 30-45. 

polished; which is seemingly a Tcrra Nigra or 
very good local copy; or b) fumed and hurn- 
ished surface belonging to the typical 'Belyic' 
forms. 

3. a) A hard white, coarse, sandy micaceous fabric 
with black-red grits. 
b) A hard, fine, sandy, fabric, cream-buff sur- 
face with occasional red grits. The forms associ- 
ated with this fabric are flagons, flanged and 
reeded rim bowls (Not illust.). 

Fig. 2 
1. Small globular beaker. Fabric 1, smoothed on 

the outside. The form is paralleled at Coichehter 
(Type 104)5 and Gloucester (Types 55-6716. 

2. Small globular beaker in Fabric 1, with a th in  
white slip over the rim and shoulder, which has 
receivedA some burnishing. Gloucester (Types 
55-67). 

3. squat: carinated bowl in Fabric 1. This clas re- 
ceived slight burnishing over the rim a~!d 
shoulder. Colchester (Type 209). 

4. Carinated bowl in Fabric 1, with a thin wide 
slip externally. Colchester (Type 209). 

5. Bell-moutrhed beaker in Fabric 1. Smoothed on 
the outside with a thin milky slip over the Imqe 
and lower quarter of the body. This form is 
strongly Gallo-Belgic, although this is obviol~sly 
a Roman ware. Similar beakers are found at 
Colchester (Type 73), but here it is without n 
pedestal fool. Gloucester (Type 30). 

6. Platter, with a curved wall, in Fabric 1. This has 
been coated on the inside with a thin, mats, 
dark red film. Colchester (Type 17b). 

7. Platter, with over-hanging rim, local copy of 
Terra Nigra form. Fabric 2b. Colchester (Type 
5b). 

8. Jar in Fabric 2a, covered iby a thin white slip 
over the rim and body. The outer surface has 
been evenly burnished overall to produce a 
smooth, silky, blue/grey finish. The decoration ib 

a heavier application of the same slip undzr the 
burnishing. 

9. Platter, with an internal offset, presumably a 
local copy of Terra Nigra. Colchester (Type 
13c). Fabric 2b. 

10. Shallow, hemi-spherical bowl in Fabric 2a. Col- 
chester (Type 16?). 

11. Large flanged bowl in Fabric 2a. 1milati:g 
Curle 11. Jewry Wall (Type A)'. 

12. Deep, carinated, bowl in Fabric 2b. Burnished 
on the rim and over most of the body. Col- 
chester (Type 218b) and Silchester8. 

7. K.  Kenyon 'Excavations at the Jewry Wall site, 
Leicester' Soc. o f  Ant. P5 (1948). 

8. T. May The pottery found nt Silchester Reading 
1916. 



Fig. 1: Location map of sites in Staines 

13. Small, shallow, bowl with a rounded body and 
everted reed rim, in Fabric 1. Traces of a thin 
slip on the outer body and over the rim. Col- 
chester (Typs 246b). 

14. Mortaria, Fabric 1. Externally covered with 
a thin white slip, smoother inside and irregu- 
larly gritted with large red grits and white 
quartz. This form is Colchester (Type 192) 
and Kingsholm No. 189. 

16. Flagon in Fabric 1, no slip. Colchester (Type 
167) 40-70 A.D. 

17. Flagon in Fabric 1, white slip and burnished. 
Colchester (Type 135), not later than Tiberian. 

18. Flagon in Fabric 3b. Colchester (Type 144). 
19. Flagon in Fabric 3a. Colchester (Type 148) 

49-65 A.D. 
20. Flagon in Fabric 3b. Colchester (Type 145) 

49-65 A.C. 
21. Flagon in Fabric 1, no slip. Colchester (Type 

16 l b) Tiberian-Claudian. 
22. Flagon in Fabric 3a. Colchester (Type 140b) 

10144-65 A.D. 
23. Flagon in Fabric 1, no slip. Colchester (Type 

140b). 
24. Flagon in Fabric 1, with cream slip. Colches'cr 

(Typz 140b). 
S 

25. Flagon in Fabric l ,  with cream slip. Colckster 
(Typ- 140b). 

26. Flagon in Fabric 1, no slip. Colchester (Typ: 
155). 

27. Flagon i11 Fabric l, no slip. Colchester (Typc 
155). 

Fabric 1 parallels closely published ltiln groups 
from Gloucester6 and I<ingsholm9. Almost all the 

9. I f .  Darling 'Poitery from early military sites in W. 
Britain' in Roman pottery studies in Britain and 
Beyond. Dore and Greene. B. A. R. Sup. Ser. 30 
(1 977) 88-90, 



Fig. 2: Pre-Flavian pottery from Staines 



forms can be paralleled at Colchester in the early 
post conquejst phase of the town. These and othsr 
parallels at Uslilo, would seem to point strongly 
to a military route connecting Colchester to the 
west, passing through Staines and GloucesterH. 
There are also Gallo-Belgic forms, in Fabric 2. A 
re-examination of the pottery from an unpublished 
kiln site in Staines (Fig. 1 No. 6), has shown that 
forms 7, 8, 9, l l and 12 were products of this site. 
Other forms being made, were bead rim jars, and 
several variants of the Belgic platter. 

This high quality pottery in a fine, slightly sandy, 
grey ware, with frequent mica inclusions, and 
sometimes in a Terra Nigra finish, is exclusively 
Roman in its m~anufacture, although some forms, 
notably the platters and carinated jars, are of Belgic 
origins. These adaptations of native forms are sccn 
at Colchester, as its 'Romanisation' proceeds. 
Although Staines lies within the supposed territory 
of Belgic occupation; there is no evidence for a 
Belgic settlement at Staines. The presence of 
Belgic pottery forms, associated with Roman mili- 
tary groups, suggests that either Belgic potters were 
brought to Staines by the army, or attracted by ;he 
army. A similar relationship has been proposed ;or 
the Savernake kilns1?, and the military fort at 
Kingsholm13. 

Fabric 3 has a superficial resemblance to both 
Oxford and Verulamium region kiln products. 
Detailed examinations of these wares1$ however, 
shows that they are of a distinct type, and from 
neither Oxford or Verulamium region kilns. There 
is also a reeded bowl form which is found else- 
where, in early military contexts, and its presence 
in Staines is suggestive. The Staines groups may 
predate the reeded rim bowls produced at the Ver- 
ulamium regions kilns15. It is not known whether the 
Staines group are local or imported. 

A very wide range of both imported and pos- 
sibly local pottery has been recovered from rhc 
central sites excavated in Staines between 1969 and 
1977, including such forms as butt-beakers, a 
wide range of forms of mica ware, lead glazed 
wares, samian, and other imported fine wares. The 
pottery is associated with 1st century A.D. glas~,  
and military equipment of an early date (including 
ihe Barclays Bank site cheek-piece16), together with 

10. I<. Greene 'The pottery from Usk' in Current Re- 
search in Romano-British Coarse Pottery. C.B.A. 
Res. Rep.  10 (1973). 

11. V. Swan 'Oare reconsidered and origins of Saver- 
]lake ware in Wiltshire' Brit. 6 (1975) 45. 

12. Ibid 37-42. 
13. Ibid 46. 
14. Examinaltion of Fabric 3 by C. Young and per- 

sonal examination of Verulamium material. 

coins ranging from Claudius to Nero. 
If we assume, as Webster" says, that Roman- 

isation did not get under way, with a few excep- 
tions, until the Flavian period; then the amount of 
pre-Flavian material from the features described 
above suggests that Staines was either one of the 
cxceptions, or that it was of military origin. When 
one takes into account the position of Staines, geo- 
graphically and politically, it should not come as 
too much of a surprise that a military post should 
be established at Staines. If one then accepts the 
argument put forward by WacherI8, that the Atre- 
bates were given back their land up to the Thames, 
this leaves Staines as a border post between two F 
tribes; one supposedly friendly, the other hosti!e, 
to the Roman presence. Being situated north of 
the Thames (in Catuvellauni territory) it would be 
logical to assume that some form of military post " 

would be needed to guard an important bridging 
point and major communication route to the west. 
The conclusion is that Staines was occupied by the 
military forces, perhaps in the immediate post 
conquest period, certainly before 50 A.D. H £  a 
military post was established in Staine~ then thc 
question of the duration or" such a presence may 
be raised. It is accepted that the main army con- 
tingent moved rapidly west after 43 A.D., so it is 
possible that any major force would not be at 
Staines for long. But the strategic position of 
Staines is of some importance, and as Ditches IV 
and V contain pottery of military associations, i t  
is probably that a military detachment and depot 
were maintained at Staines until 60 A.D. As qct 
we have not been able to excavate an area which 
could possibly contain the military post; but exca- 
vations on the Barclays Bank site, and National 
Westminster Site (Fig. 1, Nos. 2 and 3), located 
a large timber building which had been destroyed 
by fire. As the pottery from this building is uf 
similar date to that from Ditches IV and V, it is 
possible that this )building, just outside the military 
post, is of the same pzriod. The digging of Dikh 
V at right angles to the road and earlier ditches. 
along with its size, leads one to suspect that this 
is the vicus ditch enclosing a small civilian estab- 
lishment, which would naturally grow up around 
any military post, and all early material and struc- 
tures lie within this area. The destruction of the 

15. P. Corder 'Roman pottery of the Hadrianic- 
Antonine Period at Verulamium' Ant. Journ. 23 
(1941) 272-291. 

16. K. Crouch 'The Archaeology of Staines and thc 
Excavations at Elmsleigh House' Trans. London tint1 
Middx. Arch. Soc. 27 (1976) 77. 

17. G. Webs'ter 'Current Research in Romano-British 
Coarse Pottery' C.B.A. Res. Rep. 10 (1973) 4. 

18. J. Wacher Towns in Roman Brifnin (1974) 437. 
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military post and associated vicus would have beer) 
inevitable during the Boudiccan uprising, due to 
its strategic position and as a symbol of Roman 
rule. Whether the army re-established itself after 
60-61 A.D. is difficult to say; but certain types 
of pottery, mostly associated with the army, are 
being produced at Staines. Large quanti~ies ol 
mica-dusted, lead glazed wares, and Black-burn- 
ished 1, have been recovered from excavated sites. 
The fact that buildings were re-built soon after 62 
A.D. shows that there was a presence which pro- 
vided the economic forces needed for a setdenlent 
io grow and prosper. 

In the 70's A.D., the settlement shows the d a r -  
acteristic Flavian expansion. The buildings b ~ d t  
soon after 61 A D .  are replaced by more wbstm- 
tial structures. These buildings are probably shops, 
typical of the 'Pompeiian' type (described above). 
In c 130 A.D., the above buildings were replaced 
by structures with masonry foundations and recon- 
structed as a series of blocks. The use of masonrv 
is also seen at Silchester19 and Circncesterzo, though 
here at Staines the buildings are all of one period, 
as at Silchester, rather than piecemeal, as at Ciren- 
cesier. About 150 A.D. there is a final rebuilding 

19. Fox and Hope Op Cit. 
20. J. Wacher Op Cit. 

Fig. 3: Woman settlements in Southern England mentioned in the text. 

phase - though not on a major scale. It ir intcr- 
esting to note that the dates of the rebuilding Foi- 
lows closely that of Verulamium" (except the 105. 
130 A.D. phase in Verulamium is missing). Be- 
sides the C.A.D. site, Barclays Bank site, National 
Westminster site, and the Friends Burial Ground, 
show these same phases of re-building. (Fig. It Nos. 
2, 3 and 4.) 

At the end of the second century the 'town' 
suffers what can only be described as a dramatic 
change in its fortunes. Buildings along the High 
Street were deliberately demolished, tesselated 
floors, stone foundations, and timbers were removed; 
and a clay bank was erected around the outskirts 
of the town, on the southern side. 

Why should a prosperous 'town' suddenly col- 
lapse? Is it possible that it was either necessary to 
clear the High Street area to give a clear field of 
vision-perhaps around a military post?, or that 
the town suffered retribution from Severus as a 
result of its support of Clodius Albinus? 

There is evidence that there was some activity 
within the 'town' between 190-220 A.D., but it is 
on a very small scale and seems to be concentrated 
in a limited area to the west end of the 'town', 

21. S. Frere 'Verulamium Excavations I' Soc A n t  28 
(1 972). 



between Thames street and the Friends Burial 
Ground (Fig. 1). 

On the Friends Burial Ground, a few pits m d  
possibly a small timber framed building were 
found, but little else. In 220 A D .  the back areas, 
to the south of the settlement, suffered from ccvere 
flooding - the clay bank was overwhelmecl, and 
a +lm. of silt deposited, south of the remains of 
the clay bank. It would seem probable that the 
Thames had been embanked since 50 AD. ,  when 
the last flood occurred, but due to the circum- 
stances described above, the embankment was 
either dismantled or left to decay, and so any sud- 
den rise in the water level resulted in floodiny of 
areas formerly protected. 

From c 250-250 A.D. onwards, there is some 
re-use of the land which had been affected hv the 
flooding, or which had been cleared at the end O F  
the 2nd century A D .  On the Friends Burial 
Ground, C.A.D., Elmsleigh, and Mumford ancl 
Lobb sites (Fig. l), a black soil was present, with 
timber buildings. This black soil has traditionally 
bem placed in the 5th-6th centuries A.D.; bus at 
Staines we have the black soil in a late 3rd-4th 
century A D .  context. Wave we at Staines a differ- 
ent form of settlement appearing? One not relying 
on outside villas and farmsteads to supply it with 
food, and with its economy based on import and 
export of goods, but a 'nucleated' settlemeilt being 
sell-supporting in food, but relying on the factories 
of Alice Holt and Oxfordshire for its pottery. Tn 
the 4th century A.D. the Alice Holt products -make 
up 70% of the total vessels found, Oxford 25% 
and others 5v0. 

At the end of the 4th century A.D. and bzgin- 
ning of the 5th century A.D., the settlement wns 
still functioning. It would appear, as meationd 
above, that some form of defensive system was 
constructed about the town, utilising a natural high 
point, which occurs along the 50' contour. This 
was used as a boundary of the settlement from the 
late 3rd century A.D. onwards; the black soils and 
buildings lying within this area. At intervals there 
were entrances guarded by rectangular limber slruc- 
tures. Outside this area the first Saxons encxnpetl, 
an industrial site being found on the Friends 
Burial Ground site", and a possible Gruhenliuus 
on Elm~leigh?~ (Fig. 1). In the late 5th-6th cen- 
turies A.D., the Saxons dug a series of ditches 
along the line of the clay bank on C.A.D. awl 
Elmsleigh, but on the Friends Burial Ground, cut 

the ditches to the South of the clay bank. The 
ditches have been traced for c 70m. along the 
southern edg2 of the town, and a ditch on the 
north sidc of the town, with associated Saxon pot- 
tery, is presumably part of the same system. T k  
pottery from these areas of Saxon occupation in- 
cludes grass-tempered and pagan stamped wares, 
although features containing only Roman grey 
wares and shell-tempered pottery were prevalent. 
Have we here an established Romano-British poyu- 
lation with a Saxon one alongside? A 5th century 
date can be inferred for the Saxon occupatio~~; 
besides the stratigraphical relationship between P 

Romano-British and Saxon occupation and the pot- 
tery, two 5th century A.D. Germanic spearheads 
were found with the Saxon occupation, outside the 
Romano-British settlement. Other stray finds of 5th p 

century A.D. date have been made around Staines 
during the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Summary 
The Roman settlement at Staines (Pontes)'" was 

probably founded as a military post in the immedi- 
ate post conquest period, whilst the legions were 
moving west. Though the area was affected by 
flooding in 50 A.D.; due to Staines' strategic posi 
tion, re-occupation by a military detachment was 
necessary, and soon a small civilian settlement grew 
up around the military post and possible depot. In 
60-61 A.D. the military post and vicus were des- 
troyed during the Boudiccan uprising; but the re- 
building of the vicus and its change to a prosper- 
ous civilian town came as a matter of course soon 
after the end of the Boudiccan rebellion. The Full 
cxpansion of the town occurred between 100-130 
A.D, however, at the end of the 2nd century 
A.D., the town was possibly involved with 
Albinus and suffered retaliatory measures from 
which it never recovered. 

Flocding re-occurred in 220 A.D.; large areas of c 

the settlement were affected, as a result of ?he 
demolition, or decay of, the embankment along the 
Thames. By 270 A.D. there is some slight growth 
in the settlement, but its character has changed, " 

from a once thriving commercial centre, to a small 
nucleated settlement, growing its own food on 
allotments within the town boundaries. The finai 
collapse of the Romano-British 'town' came graciu- 
ally in the 5th century A.D. At one point Sauoii 
and Romano-British peoples lived side by side 
but gradually the Romano-Britons either died out 
or became amalgamated with the Saxons. 

22. Forthcoming London and Midd+r. Arch. Soc. Special 24 For discussion of the name Pontes see Crouch 
Paper (1 979). Zbid 73. 

23. K. Crouch. Op cif, 71-134. 
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