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NEW FUND FOR INDEPENDENT 

ARCHAEOLOGISTS 
LAST YEAR we reported that Lloyds Bank had made 
a substantial financial contribution to the recent excava- 
tions in Staines, and that they had also won The Times 
award for the best contribution made to archaeology by 
a commercial o r  business firm (L.A. 3, No. S, 140). We 
were therefore glad to hear of the Bank's next step in 
archaeological sponsorship - the launching of a fund for 
independent archaeologists. The fund of f 1,000 a yea!, ad- 
ministered by the Royal Archaeological Institute, IS In- 
tended to enable volunteer societies to purchase equip- 
ment to carry out their work more effectively. Of thc 
nine local groups to share this year's award, three are in 
our area. The Waltham Abbey Historical Society and 'the 
West Essex Archaeological Group both received grants 
to help survey part of ,;he M25 route,. from Waltham 
Abbey to Epping and from Epping to Brentwood res- 
pechely ,  while the Hendon and District Archaeological 
Society's grant was for surveying equipment for their 
excavation of the Mesolithic site on Hampstead Heath 
(L.A. 3, No. 6, 168). Congra~tulations to all of 'them, and 
of course Lloyds Bank for their initiative. 

WHITEHALL OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
I N  THESE DAYS of "open government," we have to 
report that it is not the corridors of power that have 
been opened !to 'the admiring gaze of the public, but an 
extremely attractive timber-framed house in Malden Road, 
Cheam. The basic frame of the house, with its overhang- 
ing upper storey and integral chimney, dates to about 
1500; later in the 16ih century dormer windows, porch 
and a staircase tower were added. wh~le  in the 18th cen- 
tury the exterior was weather boarded. 

The house has been in public ownership since 1963, 
but has only been opened to the public this year, fol- 
lowing extensive restoration work in 1975-6 and various 
unsuccessful attempts to let it commercially. The house 
will now be run as a joint enterprise by the London 
Borough of Sutton and the community through the 
"Friends of Whiitehall" scheme (details from the Central 
L~brary, St. Nicholas Way, Sutton). Anyone who s t~l l  
thinks of Cheam in terms of Tony Hancock and Rail- 
way Cuttings should visit Whitehall alt the earliest oppor- 
tunity (see Diary for opening times). 

ALICE HOLT COMES TO TOWN 
LATE O N  THE AFTERNOON of Wednesday the 31st 
May an  unusual craft carrying an  even more unusual 
cargo could have been seen making its way downstream 
under London Bridge and even'tually tying u p  at Tower 
pier. The vessel, an old Thames sailing punt, had car- 
ried its cargo of a hundred replica Roman pots all the 
way from Elstead in west Surrey u p  the rivers Wey and 
Thames. The polts were part of a load fired in an ex- 
perimental copy of a Roman double flued updraught kiln 
in Alice Holt forest on 'the 17th of May and the object 
of the exercise was to test the feasibility of a river trade 
link between the Roman Alice Holt po'tteries and the Lon- 
don market, which they dominated during the fourth 
century. The punt was crewed by Malcolm Lyne. who 
organised the experiment, and Chris Irons, i'ts owner, who 
has made a documentary film of the whole enterprise for 

television. The vessel 'type, of which there are few ex- 
amples left, approximates fairly closely to known Roman 
river boats of nofth west European type excavated in the 
last few years a t  various sites along the river Rhine. The 
po'ts, which are copies of Alice Holt Roman types, made 
by studenis from the Wesi Surrey College of Art, werc 
sold for charity on Friday, July 28th, at All Hallows 
Church by ,the Tower. They are the third load to be fired 
in the Alice Holt experimental kiln in a series of such 
firings, which is expected to span the next few years. 
Various turf kiln chamber configura'tions and alternative 
stoking techniques are being tried in endeavour to  achieve 
pottery of appearance iden8tical to the local Roman mai- 
erial. 

Dukes Place 
MEDIEVAL POSTERN FOUND 

THE D.U.A. HAS RECENTLY completed excavation 
on a site on the north side of Dukes Place, at the junc- 
tion with Aldgate. Contractors' excavations for the con- 
struction of a subway facilitated the recording of a 30m 
section acros the defences, revealing a sequence of human 
activity commencing before 150 A.D. 

The earliest feature on ihe site was a flat-bottomed 
ditch, the fill of which produced pottery of not later 
than 150 A.D. and a human skeleton. A large dump of 
brickearth on top of the ditch fill yielded pottery of 
c.180 and it was through this deposit that the trench for 
the foundation of the Roman wall was cut. Above the 
clay and flinl roundation was a masonry footing, 1.1Sm 
(3aft) high, which in turn supported the body of the wall. 
The wall survived to its full width, 2.70m (gift), and 
above the red sandstone plinth, to a height of 1.70m 
(Sift). The pitch of the ragstone masonry seen in a long- 
itudinal section indicates that this section of the wall 
was constructed from east to west. The bank against the 
internal face of the wall clearly had been formed after 
the construction of the wall - pottery from the bank 
dates to  c.180. On both sides of the wall, a t  the junction 
of the clay and flint foundation and the masonry foot- 
ing, there was a layer of mortar - it was this surface 
on which the bank was formed and, t'herefore, is indica- 
tive of the level of the contemporary ground surface. As 
this is over 1.00m (3tft) below that of the plinth, the 
contemporary ground surface in this area was signficantly 
lower than recorded elsewhere. Another singular feature 
of a different section of the wall, briefly observed, was an 
offset on the external face. 

A localised change in the construction of the wall pro- 
ved to be the blocking of a doorway with moulded 
greensand door-jambs. It  is probably that this postern was 
constructed as a private thoroughfare for the incumbents 
of Holy Trinity Priory, which occupied a large area 
immediately behind this stretch of wall. In the medieval 
period the City wall appears to have been reinforced by 
the construction against its internal face of an arched 
brick wall-the remains of three such arches were found 
at Dukcs Place. Two medieval ditches were recorded in 
section and a series of post-medieval pits cutting through 
them produced substantial groups of pottery including 
six whole pots (four containing paint), a stoneware 
sherd dated 1591, delfware wasters, kiln furniture and a 
vitrified brick. 


