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The Buildings of England. London 2: South, by 
Bridget Cherry and Nikolaus Pevsner. Penguin, 

. 1983. 813pp., £11.95. 
REVISION O F  the Buildings of England is a task on 
a par with the painting of the Forth Railway Bridge; 
no sooner is the work completed than it has to start 
again. South London is the second in a projected 
series of four volumes covering the whole of the 
Greater London area; Volume 1, The Cities of 
London and Westminster, has been available for 
some time, while 3 and 4 will describe North West, 
and North and East London, respectively. 

particularly significant in South London where 
growth in the outer suburbs and decay in the inner 
areas have destroyed many of the characteristic 
Victorian housing and industrial buildings. it is one 
of the strengths of this series that it discusses with 
equal enthusiasm all types and ages of buildings, not 
just the great palaces, churches and houses of special 
interest to the historian or architect, but also the 
myriad of smaller, less obvious buildings, particular- 
ly the often-neglected later churches and secular 
buildings which form such an important part of the 
London townscape. 

Thus, the description of Carshalton covers not This switch to the borough boundaries only the well known 17th and 18th century buildings reflects the massive changes that have taken place in the village centre, but also such interesting 
over the 1'" thirty Years in the architecture and outliers as Little ~ ~ l l ~ ~ d  H ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  a fascinating ~~t~ 
planning of London; changes which, as Bridget 
Cherry points out in her introduction, have been continued on p. 444 

territorium to be included in a synthesis of Roman 
London. 

Due to a relative lack of evidence, the period from 
the Antonines to the fourth century is presented in 
less detail than that of the 1st-2nd centuries. 
Restatement of old ideas here illustrate how the bulk 
of recent work in the City has focussed on the earlier 
phases of Londinium. This has not been so in 
Southwark, however, and here as throughout the 
book, evidence from Southwark is integrated thor- 
oughly with that from the City. In addressing the 
problem of the Antonine decline and the accumula- 
tion of 'dark earth', Merrifield clearly favours plague 
as the basic reason for depopulation. He recognises 
the recovery attested by stone-built houses of some 
pretension in the Walbrook valley and Southwark, 
and the major public works: the building of the late 
quay, the City wall, and monumental structures to 
the west of the City (surely the D.U.A. took a better 
photo of the quay at New Fresh Wharf than plate 
31?). A slightly excessive amount of credit for these 
works seems to be given to the Severan court and 
Julia Domna. Merrifield sees the City of the third 
century as filled with bureaucrats rather than mer- 
chants, possibly due to a general recession in foreign 
trade. This would not so affect the civitas capitals 
and small towns, which functioned as local market 
centres, and this is a reasonable explanation for the 
difference between London and other Romano- 
British towns of the third century. Under these 
circumstances the authors's comparison of Londi- 
nium with a planned capital like Brasilia is not 
inappropriate! Discussion of the fourth century is 
almost entirely limited to the evidence for the 
addition of bastions to the landward wall and the 

construction of the riverside wall. Though this is a 
particularly fine piece of synthesis, there is a little 
too much anxiety to attribute construction with 
known historical events. 

Apart from ,that on the hinterland, one of the 
outstanding chapters is that entitled 'From Londi- 
nium to London', an excellent update on the 
evidence for the fifth to seventh centuries (such as it 
is). New to many will be the discussion on the 
numbers and significance of the late silver ingots 
found at the Tower and their identification as parts 
of imperial donatives. A contraction in the City, 
favouring its eastern half, is stressed, and combined 
with the data recovered from the Billingsgate bath- 
house. The sections on what Merrifield terms 'the 
Gap' and on the hinterland of London in the fifth 
and sixth centuries are good examples of the type of 
understated speculation, soundly based in the li- 
mited evidence, which is the only valid way of 
tackling this period. 

All in alrthis a book with few demerits. As I have 
suggested, there is the occasional over-emphasis on 
historical personalities, but the use of historical 
background to make sense of the archaeology is one 
of Merrifield's stated objectives. There are perhaps 
more avoidable printing errors than one might 
expect, and we seem to be running out of snappy 
titles for books on Roman London, but these are 
minor quibbles. The book is written in a lively, 
scholarly style which will maintain the interest of 
both the informed reader and the layman. It is 
scrupulous in the extreme, and evades nothing, 
meeting every difficult issue head-on. It  deserves to 
become as enduring a classic as its 1965 forerunner. 



and Crafts house in an otherwise undistinguished 
street. The perambulation of Southwark Street 
encompasses Kirkcaldy's Testing Works, which still 
houses the hydraulic machinery used to check the 
columns of the Tay Bridge. The Croydon section 
discusses the various pumping stations to be found 
on the chalk there, although the description of the 
Addington works is already out of date - the beam 
engines there have been removed for preservation, 
one in East Anglia and the other by the Museum of 
London. The book is, indeed, particularly strong in 
its coverage of industrial buildings, and of the huge 
estate developments of workers' housing which were 
their domestic counterpart. 

All this mass of detail is reviewed in a substantial 
and fascinating introduction, and the Volume also 
includes essays covering prehistoric and Roman 
archaeology, timber framed buildings, and industrial 
archaeology, for the whole of London. There is a 
good selection of photographs; connoisseurs of the 
peculiar will appreciate in particular that of St. 
Mary's, Twickenham. It would, perhaps, be churlish 
to regret the absence of any map other than a single 
sheet of South London c 1850. 

The price of this volume has been kept to a 
relatively reasonable level thanks to a large grant 
from the GLC covering the costs of the research 
involved. The book also makes it clear how signifi- 
cant the role of the GLC and its predecessors has 
been in designing and producing new buildings and 
safeguarding and restoring older ones. While not all 
of the GLC's activities have been beneficial - the 
poorly signposted South Bank complex referred to 
in the book has now sprouted hideous French-made 
illuminated signs - the present proposals for its 
abolition seem likely not only to deprive us of 
further London volumes of the Buildings of England 
at reasonable prices but also to pose a major threat 
to the various listed buildings and museums which 
are to be handed over to the reluctant and ill- 
equipped borough councils. The next edition of 
London 2: South may have some gloomy news to 
report of Marble Hill House and the Ranger's 
House. 

OLIVER PIERCEY 

Ley Lines in Question, by Tom Williamson and Liz 
Bellamy. World's Work, 1983. 232pp., 13 figs., 23 
pl., £9.95. 

HAVING ONCE, after giving a talk to a local 
archaeological society, been caught out by the 
questioner who asked whether there were any ley 
lines in London, I greeted this book with relief. In 
spite of Professor Glyn Daniel's scathing attacks, in 
Antiquity editorials, on the archaeological 'lunatic 
fringe', few of those whom we must call in this 

context 'conventional' or 'orthodox' archaeologists 
have had the inclination or the perseverance to 
present serious counter-arguments to the wilder 
theories of the less conventional. In this book Tom 
Williamson and Liz Bellamy have taken on one of 
the longest-lived and best-established of such 
theories - the ley line. For it was in 1921 that Alfred 
Watkins realised that straight lines could be drawn 
on a map to form alignments of 'ancient sites' - 
prehistoric mounds or stones, medieval churches or 
castles (standing perhaps on older sites), even 
natural features. To Watkins, whose book The Old 
Straight Track appeared in 1925, these were 'mark 
points' defining ancient trackways: to some later 
writers, in the mystical 60's and 707s, they mark lines 
of some strange earth force or UFO flight paths. For 
while the 'archaeological establishment' ignored or 
scoffed, the belief .in such alignments not only 
became established but spread and developed. 

Williamson and Bellamy neither ignore nor scoff, 
but examine seriously the arguments put forward in 
support of the ley line hypothesis, and counter them 
with opposing arguments. Their book will be wel- 
comed by all who have wished to know more of ley 
lines, but have been embarrassed to be seen with a 
copy of The Ley Hunter's Companion. There is 
much to be learned: that Watkins coined the phrase 
'ley line' when he noticed that several of his 
.alignments passed through places which had the 
element 'ley' in their names; that, yes, there are ley 
lines in London (the authors neatly dissect one of 
Watkins' favourites, running from St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields to  a certain 'ancient mound' (?) in 
Shoreditch); that a ley line I invented myself, linking 
ten medieval or later churches and the (former) 
headquarters of the Southwark Archaeological Ex- 
cavation Committee, all within 1 %miles, is more 
convincing than many widely accepted ones, for 
which five 'mark points' in 10 miles are regarded as 
adequate proof. 

The authors place in their historical setting the 
monuments, from neolithic barrows to medieval 
moats, often used as points on alignments, showing 
how impossible it is that such alignments could have 
been laid out at any one period in history. Their 
common-sense demolition of the statistical argu- 
ments that alignments could not occur by chance I 
find totally convincing, while the clearing-away of 
the undergrowth of folklore and pseudo-folklore 
cited by some enthusiasts is welcome. They digress 
briefly to devote one chapter to such other patterns 
in the landscape as the notorious 'Glastonbury 
Zodiac', introducing, in a rare excursion into 
parody, the Glastonbury Bear. Their discussions of 
why so many should find the ley line hypothesis 
attractive, and what 'orthodox' archaeologists may 
learn from this sorry tale of 'one of the biggest red 



herrings in the history of human thought", are 'spurious'. The rest of the booklet is worthwhile to 
perhaps less satisfactory than the rest of the book. those interested in Streatham's history, and the work 

'Essential reading for both the ley line enthusiast has sold very well in the area. 

and the orthodox archaeologist', claim the pub- The other publication, Streatham Pictures from the 
lishers; one hopes, probably vainly, that the former Past, sets out to "conjure a bygone Streatham from . will be convinced by the book's arguments - as one contemporary prints, drawings and photographs". It 
of the latter I found it enjoyable and salutary succeeds in its aim. Most of the illustrations are late 
reading. Unlike treasure-hunting, hunting the ley 19th or early 20th century postcards. The captions 
lines presents little physical threat to archaeology. briefly describe and date them, but occasionally one 
Yet like the works of such as von Daniken and Barry looks for more explanation. For example, who was 
fell, it diverts public interest from the results of Beriah Drew (no. l l ) ?  It is not clear from the 
conventional archaeological research and from a caption to no. 22, Great Streatharn House, that it 
more realistic assessment of the impressive achieve- did not pass to the Duke of Bedford until A.D. 1695, 
ments of early man. This book should be read by all some 300 years after it was first built. For those 
who recognise that such public interest and support wishing to make studies of "street scenes, transport, 
are vital to the future of archaeology. archi tecture,  educat ion and  recreat ion" in 

JOHN CLARK Streatham - one of the uses of the work suggested by 
the authors - this booklet is a must. And as the 
writers say "there is the sheer enjoyment - appreci- 
ated by many - when viewing old prints and photos, 
especially of places that are familiar". This publica- 
tion has proved to be another best seller for the 

A Brief History of Streatham, by Graham Gower. Streatham Society. 

Streatham Society Local History Booklet, no. 1 ROBIN DENSEM 
(1980). 32pp., 2 maps, 4 figs., £ 1.00. 

Streatham Pictures from the Past, by John Cress- 
well, Graham Gower and Keith Holdaway. 
Streatham Society, 1983. 48 pp., 1 map, 127 figs., 
£2.25. The First Civilisations, by Giovanni Caselli. Macdo- 
AFTER A SHORT introduction, A Brief History of nald Educational, 1983. 48pp, many colour figs., 
Streatham has sections on Roman and Saxon Times, £5.50. 
The Middle Ages. Reformation to Restoration, AS THE TITLE suggests, this is a book about early Georgian Sfreatham. Victorian and Edwardian civilisations, ranging from the early toolmakers, Modern and On Further Reading' through the first food producers and the craftsmen The author sets out to "offer the casual reader a of Egypt, to the Greeks at home. 
brief and it is hoped interesting excursion through 
our local history", and also to provide an introduc- There are numerous illustrations, although each 
tion for those wishing to "pursue further in some of these is split up into several smaller items, each of 
detail our local heritage". He has succeeded in his which is numbered. This makes them much easier to 
aims, but I have some reservations about the section understand. Also this means that the pages are less 
describing Roman and Saxon Times. For example, cluttered; the descriptions are set out at the side of 
there is no direct evidence for the (Roman) "minor each page. 
settlement, probably in the vicinity of what is now I think that this is more of a book to 'dip into, than the parish church of St. A Roman road to read straight through from cover to cover. It lie under the modern High Road (the would be a very good reference book to use when A23), but the few Roman coins and the figurine researching for a project. 
found near the church cannot be used to prove the 
existence of Roman occupation in Streatham. No It is very useful because it contains all of the facts 
buildings have yet been found,,and though these in one book, so that one can go straight to it, instead 
may well await discovery, we must not 'jump the of having to plough through numerous other books 
gun'. There was presumably a Saxon settlement at just to find a small snippet of information. I would 
Streatham, on the evidence of the place-name, but thoroughly recommend it to school librarians and, of 
the charters must be used with care. All the Saxon course, anyone who has just become interested in 
examples mentioning Streatham that are listed in early civilisation. 
Peter Sawyer's Anglo-Saxon Charters, A n  Annotated ELIZABETH BROOMFIELD 
List and Bibliography (1968) are described as (age 12) 



The Prehistoric Age, GBR Education Ltd., 1983. 96 
pp., all in colour. Paperback. £3.50. 

THIS BOOK HAS been compiled by the staff of the 
Department of Palaeontology of the British Museum 
(Natural History) in London. 

It is a very interesting book as it covers not only 
the more familiar aspects of the Prehistoric Age, 
such as the dinosaurs, but also covers the age of 
fishes, birds and mammals, ice age life and the study 
of fossils. There are several illustrations on each 
page and a piece of information about the subject 
under each illustration. 

I wish that this excellent book had been around 
when I was younger, when I first became interested 
in prehistory. I think that it is aimed at a primary 
school level, but really people of all ages could 
benefit from its comprehensive information. 

ELIZABETH BROOMFIELD 
(age 12) 

... Some Sunny Day, by Eileen Whiteing. London 
Borough of Sutton Libraries and Arts Services, 1983. 
86 pp., 40 pl., 2 plans. £2.95. 

THIS LITTLE BOOK is exactly what the authoress 
says it is, her personal experiences during the years 
1938-1947. She makes no pretensions to being a 
historian, but gives an insight into society at her 
level, just before and during World War 11. We can 
see how the pace and style of life changes, how 
wartime conditions vary up and down the country. 
Everyone who went through this period will have 
seen for themselves something of what she de- 
scribes, and younger readers may be quite surprised 
at how much our daily life has changed. There are no 
heroics, but Eileen Whiteing shows us what needed 
to be donc, and what could be accomplished, by 
young couples in those circumstances. 

I found the book very easy to read, with some- 
thing to interest most people, especially if they 
already knew the places mentioned, or know them 
now. 

BOB ORTON 

Religion in Roman Britain, by Martin Henig. B. T. 
Batsford Ltd., 1984. 263 pp., 109 illus., mostly pl., 
£25. 

THIS BOOK FILLS a major gap in the bibliography 
of Roman Britain, and is crammed with information, 
fully referenced where references exist. although 
some is derived from the author's wide personal 

knowledge of finds as yet unpublished. He is able to 
produce many examples to illustrate his arguments, 
and in this, as in his sympathetic approach to the 
subject, he follows the great tradition established by 
Professor Jocelyn Toynbee. This will be a reference 
work of lasting value, comparable with Professor 
Toynbee's own Art in Britain under the Romans and 
Death and Burial in the Roman World. It is also 
eminently readable, partly due to the tremendous 
enthusiasm of the author for his subject - an 
enthusiasm that will be familiar to all who know him 
or who have attended any of his lectures. He writes 
in his Prologue, 

"The author feels immensely fortunate to have 
been brought up with love and respect for three 
gracious and tolerant traditions and faiths: Rabbinic 
Judaism, the Anglican-Christian culture of England 
and (through his education) the religion of ancient 
Greece. He admits to a special empathy with the 
gods and goddesses of Greece and Rome and points 
out that, at its best, Graeco-Roman religion was 
capable of achieving sublime heights". 

It is this feeling of love and respect for the subject 
that gives the book its special quality. Not surpri- 
singly, Martin Henig quotes appreciatively from 
Kipling, who had the same sort of empathy for 
Mithraism, whatever faults historical pedants and 
sociological prigs may now find in his splendid Puck 
of Pook's Hill. 

The chapter headings indicate the range of Reli- 
gion in Roman Britain, and the author's method of 
approach to this complex subject. They are "The 
Celtic World", "The Roman Gods", "The Roma- 
nisation of the Celtic Cults", "The Roman State and 
Religious Practice", "Mithraism and the Other 
Eastern Religions", "Religion in Britain: Cult and 
Social Function" (a particularly useful chapter show- 
ing how it all worked), "Religion and Superstition in 
the Home and in Daily Life", "Religion and Burial 
Practice", "Religion and Politics", "Adaptation and 
Change: Pagans and Christians in Late Antiquity". 

This reviewer does not subscribe to the con- 
vention that a generous acknowledgment should 
disqualify from reviewing - a convention that could 
prevent any knowledgeable review of some highly 
specialised books - but was unaware when he 
undertook this task that Martin Henig's book 
contained an undeservedly warm one to himself. 
Nevertheless he confesses to considerable gratifi- 
cation, which may be shared by other London 
archaeologists, in learning that the germ of this 
admirable book dates back to the author's service in 
Guildhall Museum, when he became familiar with 
the rich religious iconography of Roman London. 

As a demonstration of impartiality, when review- 
ing the work of an old friend, it is almost obligatory 



to make some small adverse comment - not easy in 
this case. In his obvious need for compression, 
however, the author occasionally falls back on a 
convenient Greek term. Since this book will be 
enjoyed by many who, like the reviewer, have little 
or no Greek, it would have been helpful if a short 
glossary of these could have been included. 

RALPH MEKKIFIELD 

The Piercebridge Formula, by Raymond Selkirk. 
Patrick Stephen Ltd., 1983. 217pp, 189 illus., index. 
£9.95: 

THIS BOOK IS SUB-TITLED 'A dramatic new 
view of Roman History', which on any occasion 
would be an extravagant claim: in this case it is 
totally unjustified. That said, and a no-nonsense 
tone established, the book does ask certain ques- 
tions about the transport system of Roman Britain 
which cannot be answered in our present state of 
knowledge and goes on to suggest possible answers, 
and means of gathering new data. Put basically, and 
the useful part of the book is very basic and very 
brief, water transport in Britain has almost certainly 
been under-estimated, and, rather than giving vague 
ideas about which stretches of water might or might 
not have been navigable at any given time, we ought 
to be out actually looking at the evidence. Yes, but it 
is not good enough to do as this book does, to base 
far reaching conclusions on phrases like 'could be a 
stone wharf' (p.121) or 'peculiar shapes in the 
ground' (p.123). Having had the idea, which is 
basically a good one, the author now has to do some 
real tight logical work to prove his point. One vital 
matter is whether or not the Romans in Britain used 
pound-locks with two sets of gates in which boats can 
rise from one level to another. To suggest that they 
did is novel, to  say the least, and pointless unless 
some genuine, well-surveyed, dated evidence is 
~roduced .  Given some hard evidence. even nit- 
$eking archaeologists might sit up and take notice. 

RICHARD REECE 

Also received 
The Archaeology of Beringia, by F. H. West. 
Columbia University Press, 1981. xvii + 268pp., 43 
figs., 10 tables. Price not stated. 

CAVEAT LECTOR! This is not a book for the 
unwary, it presupposes too great a background 
knowledge of a controversial topic. The title is also 
misleading. Too many minor errors and inconstan- 
cies were noted to detail in this brief note. West 

dismisses all the contentious possibly early material, 
discussing at length only his excavations of later 
Denali complex material from the Tangle lakes in 
central Alaska. However, there is much useful 
information on the environmental background in 
thelate last glaciation, while some interesting ideas 
are proposed in his general reconstruction of early 
arctic lifeways. 

ESMEE WEBB 

Troy: the Archaeological Geology, by George Rapp 
Jr. and John A. Gifford (eds.). Princeton University 
Press, 1982. xvi + 209pp., 70 figs., 15 tables. 

THIS IS A SOLIDLY produced volume in the 
continuing series of publications of the site of Troy. 
It presents a picture of the geomorphological en- 
vironment of the area, based both on samples 
collected by Blegen 45 years ago, and on supple- 
mentary field researches in 1977, which included 
drilling in the Scamander valley. Other studies here 
centre on the sedimentation of the archaeological 
deposits, their pollen and phytolith contents, and on 
earthquake activity in the region. There is further 
consideratin of miscellaneous materials such as 
carbonised seeds and wood. The drilling leads to the 
conclusion that a substantial embayment brought the 
Bronze Age shoreline to  well within a kilometre of 
the site, rather than as at present 5km distant. the 
work is in any case a tribute to Blegen's foresight, in 
labelling and preserving samples for which he could 
see no immediate use, and for which even now (as in 
the case of the phytoliths for example) it would be 
necessary to make comparative collections from the 
Troad in order to derive from them their full value. 
It is also a tribute to the scrupulousness of Blegen's 
successors, Caskey and others, that we have this 
information in print. 

JOHN NANDRIS 

Ancient France, 6000-2000 B.C., Neolithic Societies 
and their landscanes. ed. C. Scarre. Edinbur~h 
University Press, 1983'. 390pp, many figs., biblioi., 
index. f 19.00. 

THIS IS A well-edited and produced book, largely 
the fruit of recent Ph.D. work by the eight con- 
tributors, and therefore up-to-date and methodical. 
It treats mainland France and Corsica on a regional 
basis, under well defined descriptive and interpreta- 
tive headings, with ample illustration, bibliography 
and radiocarbon lists. It is highly to be recom- 
mended as anybody's starting point for learning 
about, or bringing oneself up to date on, ancient 
France. It  will surely retain its usefulness for a long 
time, especially if revised editions are issued. 

JOHN NANDRIS 


