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MARY ROSE ON VIDEO 

THE SUCCESSFUL RECOVERY of The Mary Rose from the 
Solent in 1982 was one of the most dramatic archaeological events 
of the century. This event. together with the preparations leading 
up to it, can now be relived through the The Recovery of the Mary 
Rose, a 35 minute file available from CFL Vision. Produced by 
the Yorkshire Film Company and sponsored by Babcock Power 
Ltd (who constructed the underwater lifting frame and cradle), 
the film is available for hire for a period of 5 days from CFL 
Vision. Chalfont Grove, Gerrards Cross, Bucks S19 STN. tel. 
02407 4433, at f 17.25 for 16mm or £9.78 for video. This could be 
just the thing for a blank spot in your lecture programme. 

THE BOOK OF THE WALK 

THE MUSEUM OF LONDON has published a new booklet 
containing the historical story and illustrations from the panels of 
the London Wall Walk (see LA 4, no. 15. Summer 1984, p.420). 
It gives the history of the land wall defences of London from their 
Roman beginnings to their re-use in medieval and later times - 
and now as part of our surviving heritage. This booklet, which 
serves both as a souvenir and an information handbook on the 
history of London's defences, costs f 1.50 (+40p postage) and is 
available from the Museum's bookshop. 

LONDON'S HIDDEN VILLAGE 

DISCOVERING CLERKENWELL London's hidden village is 
the title of an attractive leaflet produced by the Clerkenwell 
Heritage Centre of 33 St. John's Square. London. E.C.1, tel. (01) 
250 1039. It contains a map of the area as well as drawings of some 
of the most interesting buildings to be seen there. The Centre also 
offers Guided Walking Tours (lasting about 90 minutes) at 2.30 
p m .  daily as well as 11 a.m. on Sundays. or by special 
arrangement. 

GOD RETURNS TO CATHEDRAL 

SOME READERS may remember the discovery in 1977 of a 
group of Roman sculptures in a well under Southwark Cathedral, 
during excavations there (L .A .  3, no. 8, 206-12). The largest was 
of a hunter-god, accompanied by a dog and a sheep or deer. The 
Museum of London's Conservation Department has recently 
completed a full-size (and very realistic) replica of this figure. The 
replica was presented to the Cathedral authorities on 16 October, 
at the opening of a travelling exhibition Archaeology in Greater 
London, and will remain there when the exhibition moves on to 
Hendon, Kingston and other local museums and libraries in the 
coming months. 

IRON AGE SETTLEMENT AT DAWLEY, WEST LONDON 

EXCAVATIONS BY THE Museum of London's Department of 
Greater London Archaeology have just been completed on a 
small unenclosed late prehistoric settlement discovered during 
fieldwalking within a 139ha (340 acre) redevelopment at Stockley 
Park, Dawley, in the west London Borough of Hillingdon 
(centred TQ 083 808). DetaiIed examination of an area in excess 
of 4000 sq m (43,000 sq ft) in the 8ha (20 acres) of undisturbed 
terrace gravel remaining within the development has revealed a 

group of four circular huts, each represented by pennanular 
drainage gullies. and ranging from 6 to 12m (20 to 40ft) in 
diameter. together with a series of at least ten 'four-post 
structures' - the latter usually interpreted as granaries. A further, 
more enigmatic, rectangular structure measuring 3 X 2m (10 X 
6%ft) and situated outside the entrance to one of the huts, is 
represented by two separate regularly-cut foundation trenches. 
and bears comparison with those excavated recently within the 
hillfort at Danebury, Hampshire'. In addition, a large number of 
apparently randomly-scattered pits and post-holes have been 
recorded within the immediate settlement area, as well as several 
possibly contemporary linear ditches beyond it. 

Work on the finds has only just begun, but already it seems 
reasonably clear that the settlement underwent several phases of 
occupation spanning the Early-Middle Iron Age (i.e. c 700 - 150 
BC). Relatively large amounts of pottery have been recovered, in 
the form of weakly-shouldered flint- and sand- tempered jars. 
occasionally decorated with finger-tipping on rim and shoulder, 
and smooth-surfaced, sand-tempered bowls, together with several 
complete and fragmentary triangular clay loomweights and a 
single biconical clay spindle-whorl. Traces of metal slag have also 
been recorded in a number of features, although only one metal 
object - a small iron (?)ring-headed pin - was recovered from the 
site. Unfortunately, the soil conditions proved inimical to the 
preservation of bone. although many soil samples have been 
taken, and it is hoped that the recognition of carbonised cereal 
grains will enable the settlement's arablc cconomy to be 
reconstructed. 

Although the bulk of the excavated material is datable to the 
first millenium BC, some earlier finds were also recovered. These 
include several Palaeolithic flint flakes, picked up from the 
surface of the gravel terrace, and a group of later Neolithic 
Peterborough sherds and pieces of struck flint, which lay within 
a single shallow scoop disturbed by one of the later hut gullies. 

The site is a particularly valuable addition to our knowledge of 
the west London gravels, and takes its place alongside the 
settlements excavated several miles to the south at Heathrow2 and 
East Bedfont?. 

The work was generously funded by Stockley plc, and our 
grateful thanks are due to Stuart Lipton and Vincent Wang of 
Trust Securities Holdings Ltd., and to Roy Stobart of Schal 
International Ltd., without whose assistante it could not have 
taken place. 
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