
The distribution of London-type ware is illum- 
inating. It found its way, doubtless by sea, up the 
east coast as far as Aberdeen, and, in the thirteenth 
century, to Inverness. But it was also going overland 
as far as Exeter, Hereford and Gloucester. This does 
not invalidate, of course, John Hurst's oft-argued 
dictum that we should all be cautious about long 
range analogies for medieval pottery. After all, 
almost every magnate in the land came to London 
with his baggage train sooner or later and pottery 
bought in London should have found its way to key 
provincial sites: the surprise is, perhaps, that it has 
not yet been identified among collections from such 
centres as Winchester, Southampton, Oxford, 
Bristol, Caerphilly and Chester. As with many 
archaeological 'blanks', this may merely reflect the 
absence of a search rather than reality. If London- 
type ware reached Hereford, Gloucester and 
Newbury, it ought to have reached Oxford and 
Worcester. Similarly, if it reached Perth and 
Aberdeen, it ought to have reached Edinburgh, 
Berwick and Newcastle. The authors do not tell us 
where they have searched and not found: only where 
they have searched and found. They disarm criticism 
by saying that no systematic search has been 
undertaken outside the home counties, and this is 
absolutely understandable. It is to be hoped that 
excavators throughout the country will be alerted by 
this publication, as in many cases there will be little 
to distinguish the odd sherd of London-type ware 
from locally produced pottery. 

The volume contains summaries of the principal 
dating evidence from the City, and the chronology 
established adds greatly to the precision of that 
proposed by earlier writers. The bulk of the report, 

however, is taken up by a detailed, masterly and 
well-illustrated type series: jugs (with a complex 
range of decoration), pitchers, drinking jugs and 
bottles, cooking pots, pipkins, tripod pipkins and 
cauldrons, dripping dishes, bowls and dishes, 
condiments, chafing dishes, aquamaniles, miscel- 
laneous forms and roof furniture are the categories 
described. The lion's share goes, naturally enough, 
to the decorated jugs, and the use of detail- 
photographs of some decorative elements and colour 
photographs of a selection of jugs is particularly 
welcome. This will provide an invaluable tool for the 
analysis of assemblages of medieval pottery from the 
home counties, particularly from those sites (the 
majority) where dating depends on the pottery. The 
illustrated discussion is accompanied by a useful 
chronological summary chart of the type now 
familiar to readers of the Londorz Archaeologist. 

A short discussion of origins and parallels, 
couched in comfortingly familiar, art-historical 
terms, rounds off the volume. Some of the 
references to French material may have to be revised 
in the near future when Jacques Nicourt's CPram- 
iques me'die'vales parisiennes (promised for March 
1986) is published, and one has an uneasy feeling 
that Ken Barton's invaluable work on the material 
from Normandy has only scratched the surface of 
what must be a very large body. 

In summary, this is a most welcome publication, 
that one expects to find useful for many years to 
come. It is particularly useful that the information is 
published in monograph form and not buried in a 
collections or transactions. Unfortunately one cannot 
say that about all the important material that has 
come from the City. 

Books 
Farms, Villages and Cities, by Peter S. Wells, 
Cornell University Press, 1984. 270 pp., 65 figs., 
index, bibliog., f 11.25. 
THE INTERPRETATION O F  changes has been 
the primary concern of a number of archaeologists 
on both sides on the Atlantic during the last fifteen 
years and much has been written on the subject. This 
book sets out to interpret changes in cultural life in 
central Europe in the first millennium BC. The 
author's main concern is with the growth of large 
communities, and he looks at one particular aspect; 
the 'advances in commercial activity'. Each of five 
chapters covers a period of roughly two hundred 
years and examines some of the relevant archae- 
ological data. Within each chapter the approach is 
similar and Wells reviews evidence for settlement, 
economy, production, trade and the distribution of 

wealth. His thesis is that the devlopment of towns is 
directly linked to the development of trade, and the 
driving force was the self-interest of entrepreneurs - 
'the movers and shakers' of society. 

Initially it is the exploitation of minerals which is 
seen as being responsible for the appearance of rich 
entrepreneurs and the earl development of towns in 
central Europe. Hallstatt galt) and Sticna (iron) are 
used as examples. Greek expansion and desire for 
raw materials are seen as giving rise to the 'towns' of 
the Heuneburg and Bologna, and the rich burials 
associated with them are considered to be those of 
the commercial leaders. A period of disruption and 
decline followed before Roman expansion and the 
intensification of iron production became the prime 
motivators in the development of 'oppida' such as 



Manching. In his final chapter Wells uses the early 
trading settlements of Birka, Helgo, Hedeby and 
Dorestad to illustrate that his thesis holds into 
medieval times. The book concludes with a very 
useful twenty page bibliographic essay allowing the 
reader to follow up specific ideas or sites. 

This volume reads easily (especially for one on 
cultural change from the USA!) and one can be 
carried along with Wells' enthusiasm. It is easy in the 
present world of high commerce to believe that early 
towns came about as a result of forces which we can 
see currently in operation. However, there are 
nagging doubts about the validity of some of the 
arguments. There were certainly rich individuals 
buried at Hallstatt, but we have yet to find the 
'town'. Equally, there is no dispute that Manching 
was a commercial centre of some import - but where 
are the rich graves? Wells resorts to a group 
considerably further north to make his point. A 
number of areas also produced rich graves and are 
ignored because they do not fit with his ideas. 
Where, for example, are the 'towns' which devel- 
oped as a result of the entrepreneurial activities of 
those buried with rich grave goods of Etruscan 
origin? 

In the final analysis this book is a refreshing look 
at a very complicated subject. It is unashamedly 
mono-causal, and deliciously free from the usual 
jargon and theoretical models which one has come 
to expect of authors tackling this subject. If we 
believe Wells can his model be used to explain the 
early development of London? Surely here is a 
prime site for expecting entrepreneurs to play an 
important role in its development. Would that we 
had the evidence to test against the model. 
Regardless, this is a very readable review of Iron 
Age commerce and urban development. 

BRIAN OLDHAM 

The Vikings: Fact and Fiction, bv Robin Kenward. 
cambridpg Universitv press.' f985. 3 2 ~ ~ .  £4.25 
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(hardbacuk), f 2.25 (p&erback'). 
THIS CHILDREN'S BOOK contains four simple 
but dramatic stories of everyday life in Jorvik, seen 
through the eyes of a young boy. Each right-hand 
page has part of a story and an illustration (some in 
colour), while each left-hand page consists of a 'How 
do we know?' panel, setting out the archaeological 
evidence for some aspect of Viking life - tools, 
house, shoes, etc. - mentioned in the story opposite. 
There is a good blend of story line and scenic detail, 
and the characterisation is simple but effective for 
the age group of intended readers - about 7 to 12 
years old, I would guess. It certainly enthralled my 
seven-year-old daughter, who especially liked the 
way she could follow the story quickly, and then 
come back to the archaeology afterwards. 

This is one of the best books I have seen for 
explaining what archaeology is about to children of 
this age, as well as giving them an insight into the 
lives of their ancestors - outside loos, cowpats and 
all! As such it deserves to be the first of a new genre, 
and the publishers are to be congratulated for 
backing this imaginative venture. Now how about 
Roman London or Life at Butser Hill, someone? 

CLIVE ORTON 

An Introduction to Church Archaeology, by Richard 
Morris. The Ecclesiological Society, 1983. 13pp, 4pl. 
60p + 18p postage. 
THIS SLIM VOLUME gives an excellent prick of 
the main aspects of church archaeology for the 
general reader, and mentions many ofthe prime 
examples where investigation has taken place. A 
useful 'further reading' list indicates where infor- 
mation on 25 churches can be obtained, and lists the 
five CBA publications and a Batsford book on this 
fascinating subject. 

An introduction to whet the appetite of anyone 
for this subject. 

Rescuing the Past in Southwark, by Harvey Sheldon 
and Laura Schaaf. Southwark and Lambeth Archae- 
ological Excavation Committee, 1984. 26pp, many 
pl. and figs. £1.00 (plus 50p postage and packing). 
THIS IS AN extremely well presented introductory 
booklet with five maps and 55 illustrations of 
many aspects of the work of the archaeologists in 
Southwark over the last 25 years or so. 

A brief bibliography indicates the major works of 
this hard working team, and there are many more in 
preparation. An address and telephone number are 
given so that an inquirer can obtain information, but 
the brief introduction will give some information to 
a person who likes looking at excavations or 
museums, and would possibly encourage people to 
volunteer to assist on sites. 

An excellent booklet, well recommended. 

Docklands History Survey. GLC Historic Buildings 
Division. 111 pp. 
THE SUB TITLE of this work is A guide to 
research, and as Dr. Carr, the Survey Officer, says 
in the Preface, it is intended as a guide to those 
professionally interested in London's Docklands: he 
stresses that it is not a tourist guidebook. 

However, as a gazetteer of the 19th century (and 
some 20th century) buildings and sites which were 
surviving c 1980 it is an extremely useful tool. Some 
items have been demolished since the survey and 
many of the sites described are not accessible to the 
public, but the O.S. maps (all sites are identified by 
six figure map references) and extensive biblio- 
grauhv makes the book essential to all who are 
7nte're;ted in industrial archaeology. 

MARSDEN ANDERSON 


