
from the coffer dam include an elaborate pewter crucifix badge of 
late 14th-15th c date, a 15th c Talbot badge of allegiance to the 
Earls of Shrewsbury and a small lead ingot with the mark of the 
Plumbers' Company, paralleled by one found at Nonsuch Palace, 
Surrey. 

A wattle-lined cesspit at the N end of the site contained two almost 
complete wooden bowls, a large boxwood comb and Spanish and 
German pottery of late medieval date. 

Wardrobe Court, 9-10 Wardrobe Place and 1-2 Addle Hill, and 
57 Carter Lane T Q  3189 8104 (Caroline Mamwell) WAP88 

Trial excavations funded by Warnford Investments PLC were 
conducted in the basements of two standmg buildings to the N and 
E of recent excavations and watching brief observations (see LA 6 
no. 6 (1990) 167). Quarry pits for brickearth were identified and 
the form of the 'western stream' of the Roman city (see LA 5 no. 
12 (1987) 328-334) clarified at this part of its course. The latter 
channel was steeply incised on its E side to a relative depth of at 
least 4m (13ft); it had a flat base and was at least 14m (46ft) wide. 
The waterlain silts filling the channel contained pottery of early 
medieval date, indicating that it remained open until then. Later 
intrusive features included post-medieval brick-lined cesspits and an 
adjacent well. 

24-30 West Smithfield, 18-20 Cock Lane, 1-4 Giltspur St TQ 
3181 8153 (Brona Langton) WES89 

Excavations were carried out in the single basements of standing 
buildings at 1-4 Giltspur St and 18 Cock Lane, in May and June 
1989. After demolition of these buildings firther excavation took 
place both there and in an unbasemented area to the N and W, next 
to 24-30 West Smithfield, from September to December 1989, 
followed by a watching brief. This work was by arrangement with 
Vestey Estates Ltd, formerly Commercial Propemes Ltd. 

Natural sand and gravels were cut by pits, one of whlch contained 
Late Bronze Age pottery. In the early Roman period pits were dug 
to quarry gravel. These were then backfilled with rubbish or left to 
silt up. Later the site was partly levelled up with brickearth, pits 
were dug and hearths were used, perhaps for an industrial purpose. 
These features were truncated by a series of at least 127 burials, 
forming part of an extensive late Roman cemetery. These burials, 
including 14 chalk burials, were orientated variously, but generally 
N-S or W-E. The density of burials was variably localised, some 
phases of graves coinciding with pitting and rubbish disposal and 
one small area remaining free both of graves and pits. The cemetery 
deposits were cut by intrusive medieval rubbish or sand-lined pits, 
chalk foundations and gravelled surfaces, cut in turn by post- 
medieval brick cellar floors, drains and wall foundations. 

The Late Bronze Age pottery is a substantial bucket urn of 
post-Deverel-Rimbury type. It is unusual to find a complete vessel 
of h s  kind in the City. One of the Roman burials, of a child, 
contained 10 bracelets of shale, copper and bone, as well as a silver 
earring and a glass bead necklace. Another grave contained 5 copper 
alloy bracelets, a silver earring and an intact Nene Valley ware 
colour-coated beaker. A jet necklace of more than 220 beads in 
segmented, faceted and other shapes was found with another burial. 
Two burials were accompanied by decorated bone combs, one of 
which is a rare form: a double-sided comb made of composite 
materials, dated to the 4th c. One of these combs was situated 
behind the skull and was presumably a hair comb in situ. A copper 
alloy ring was found on the finger of another skeleton. One body 
was buried with a wooden box containing jewellery and cosmetic 
equipment. 

Among other finds were an iron barrel-lock, key and chain, in a 
medieval pit, and a bone syringe, copper alloy candle snuffers and 
a large 17th-early 18th c Staffordshire slipware dish. 

Excavations & Post-Excavation Work 
City, by Museum of London, Department of Urban Archaeology. 
A series of long term excavations. Enquiries to DUA, Museum of 
London, London Wall, EC2Y 5HN (071-600 3699). 
Croydon & District, processing and cataloguing of excavated and 
museum collections every Tuesday throughout the year. Archae- 
ological reference collection of fabric types, domestic animal bones, 
clay tobacco pipes and glass ware also available for comparative 
work. Enquiries to Mrs Muriel Shaw, 28 Lismore Road, South 
Croydon, CR2 7QA (081-688 2720). 
Greater London (except north-east and south-east London), by 
Museum of London, Department of Greater London Archaeology. 
Excavations and processing in all areas. General enquiries to DGLA, 
Museum of London (071-600 3699 ext. 241). 
Local enquiries to: 
North London: 3-7 Ray Street, London EClR 3DJ (071-837 
8363). 
South-west London: St. Luke's House, Sandycombe Road, Kew, 
Surrey (081-940 5989). 
Southwark and Lambeth: 6-8 Cole Street, London SE1 4YH 
(071-407 1989 or 403 2920 - ofice - and 928 077819 - finds). 
West London: Town Mission Hall, Mission Square, Pottery Road, 
Brentford, Middlesex (081-560 3880). 
Borough of Greenwich. Cataloguing of excavated and other 
archaeological material, the majority from sites in the borough. 
Enquiries to Barbara Wood, Greenwich Borough Museum, 232 
Plumstead High Street, London SE18 1JT (081-855 3240). 

Hammersmith & Fulham, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue 
Group. Processing of material from Fulham Palace. Tuesdays, 7.45 
p m - l 0  pm. at Fulham Palace, Bishop's Avenue, Fulham Palace 
Road, SW6. Contact Keith Whitehouse, 86 Clancarty Road, SW6 
(071- 731 4498). 

Kingston, by Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society. 
Rescue sites in the town centre. Enquiries to Marion Shipley, 
Kingston Heritage Centre, Fairfield Road, Kingston (081-546 
5386). 
North-east London, by Passmore Edwards Museum. Enquiries to 
Pat W i s o n ,  Passmore Edwards Museum, Romford Road, E15 
4LW (081-534 4545). 
Surrey, by Surrey Archaeological Unit. Enquiries to David Bird, 
County Archaeological Oficer, Planning Department, County 
Hall, Kingston, Surrey (081-541 8911). 
Vauxhall Pottery, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological 
Society. Processing of excavated material continues three nights a 
week. Enquiries to S.L.A.S., c10 Cuming Museum, 155 Walworth 
Road, SE17 (071-703 3324). 

The Cound fbr Britich Archaeology produces the British Archaeological 
News (6 issues a year). Itgives details of umferences, mtra-mural courses, 
summer schools, training excavations and sites where volunteers are 
needed. The annual subscription of E10 includes postage, and 
should be made payable to C.BA.,  112 Kennington Road, SE11 6RE 
(071 -582 0494). 


