ing masonry from the previous buildings. Such
was the shortage of building stonein London af ter
the Great Fire that all reusable materials from
churches (and secular structures) which were not
themselves rebuilt were readily recycled in those
which were. Thus it can be confidently claimed
that further fragments of London’s ancient build-
ingssurvived Fire and the Blitz, but remain masked
within the coreand foundations of Wren’schurches:
they await discovery, perhaps when walls are
cleaned, replastered or repaired, or when neigh-
bouring buildings are demolished.

A similar picture has emerged in other London
churches which were not themselves touched by
the Great Fire. A prime example is the recent work
at Westminster Abbey, where careful recording by
Tim Tatton Brown has shown that the lower c1sm
(so foot) of the two west towers rebuilt to a design
by Nicholas Hawksmoor in the 18th century still
incorporate substantial sections of the 12th-cen-

tury church which had previously been thought to
have been rebuilt in the late medieval period. The
search for London’s past theref ore continuesabove
as well as below the ground.
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Excavations and post-excavation work

City of London. Enquiries to Museum of London
Archaeology Service, Number One, London Wall,
London Ec2Y §EA (071-972 9111).

Croydon & District, processing and cataloguing
of excavated and museum collections every Tues-
day throughout the year. Archaeological refer-
ence collection of fabric types, domestic animal
bones, clay tobacco pipes and glass ware also avail-
able for comparative work. Enquiries to Mrs Muriel
Shaw, 28 Lismore Road, South Croydon, cr2 7Qa
(081-688 2720).

Greater London (except north-east and south-east
London), by Museum of London Archaeology
Service. Excavations and processing in all areas.
General enquiries to MoLAS, Number One, London
Wall., London Ec2Y sEA (071-972 9111).

Borough of Greenwich. Cataloguing of exca-
vated and otherarchaeological material, the major-
ity fromssites in the borough. For further informa-
tion contact Greenwich Borough Museum, 232
Plumstead High Street, London SEi8 yT (081-8ss
3240).

Hammersmith & Fulham, by Fulham Archaeo-
logical Rescue Group. Processing of material from
Fulham Palace. Tuesdays, 7.45p.m.-to p.m.at Fulham
Palace, Bishop’s Avenue, Fulham Palace Road, swé.
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Contact Keith Whitehouse, 86 Clancarty Road,
SW6 (071-731 4.498).

Kingstcen, by Kingston upon Thames Archaeo-
logical Society. Rescue sites in the town centre.
Enquiries to Kingston Heritage Centre, Fairfield
Road, Kingston (081-546 5386).

North-east London, by Passmore Edwards Mu-
seum. Enquiries to Pat Wilkinson, Passmore Ed-
wards Museum, Romford Road, E15 4Lw (081-534

4545).

Surrey, by Surrey County Archaeological Unit.
Enquiries to Rob Poulton, Archaeological Unit
Manager, Planning Department, Pelham Lodge,
Kingston, Surrey (081-541 9457).

Vauxhall Pottery, by Southwark and Lambeth
Archaeological Society. Processing of excavated
material continues three nights a week. Enquiries
to SL.AS., c/o Cuming Museum, 155 Walworth
Road, ser7 (071-703 3324.).

The Council for British Archaeology produces British
Avrchaeological News (1o issues a year). It gives details of
confevences, extra-murval convses, summer schools, tyain-
inyg excavations and sites wheve volunteers ave needed.
The subscription of £14 p.a. includes postage, and
should be sent to C.B.A., 112 Kennington Road, SEII 6RE
(071-582 0494).



