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Number One, Poultry 
Following extensive negotiation, the Museum of London Ar- 
chaeology Service has begun excavation of this 3ooom" (32,000 
ftz) site on the western edge of the Walbrook valley. The work 
is being generously funded to the tune of £zm by Altstadtbau, 
and will be spread over two years: it consists of four evaluation 
shafts, one trial trench, ten controlled excavation areas, and 
watching briefs. 

Evaluation shafts have already revealed 4m (13 feet) of complex 
Roman, Saxon and medieval deposits, many of which are 
waterlogged and promise exceptional preservation of organic 
remains. The former site of the parish church of St Benet 
Sherehog, destroyed in the Great Fire, has been investigated, 
resulting in the discovery of long-and-short work walls con- 
structedof re-used Roman materials, standing to a height of 2m 
(6 feet 7 inches): they form a single cell structure measuringgm 
by Iom (16 feet 5 inches by 32 feet 10 inches). St Benet is 
documentedfrom the early 12th century, but the primary phase 
may be a Saxo-Norman church or chapel known as St Syth 
(hence Sise Lane). Two hundred and seventy five burials have 
been excavated, most from a cemetery post-dating the Great 
Fire. 

Excavation of a service shaft at the junction of Poultry and 
Bucklersbury uncovered the "Great Conduit", a vaulted cistern 
constructed in 1286 as part of the f irst organised supply of fresh 
water to  the City, and reputed on occasion to have run with 
wine. The vault survives below the street in perfect condition; 
the wine does not. 

Cranf ord Lane, Harlington 
The Museum of London Archaeology Service is currently 
being funded by Henry Streeter Ltd to excavate a gravel 
extraction site at Cranford Lane, Harlington (west London). 
The first main phase of activity dates to the Early Neolithic, 
and includes a rectangular structure measuring 8m by 6m (26 
feet 3 inches by 19 feet 8 inches). Features relating to a rebuilding 
of this structure contain a large assemblage of pottery, flint- 
work and an amber bead. The site was again occupied in theLate 
Bronze Age: a field system, progressively modified throughout 
the period, has been uncovered. Beside one of the f ield bounda- 
ries are three circular huts, three four-post structures and a line 
of fence posts. Eight Bronze Age cremations have been found. 
A series of enclosures dating to the later Roman period has also 
been found, interpreted as being for stock management: they 
cluster around the sides a very large rectilinear enclosure. 

MoLAS is now discussing funding for  further work to the east 
of the excavated area with English Heritage and Henry Streeter 
Ltd. 

New London off ice for the Royal Commission 
FOLLOWING THE move of its main office to Swindon, the 
Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England 
has opened a London search room at 55 Blandford Street, WIH 

~ A F .  It  offers access to collections on London's baildings and a 
reference library containing 1500 titles on the architecture, 
history and topography of London. Material held includesover 
75,000 photographs of London buildings, detailed survey in- 
formation, specialist collections such as the Rokeby collection 
of railway stations and the Maltby collection of Odeon cin- 
emas, and a complete set of RCHME inventory and Survey of 
London archive material which supplements the published 
works. 

Visitors can also use the search room to interrogate the national 
collection, held at the National Monuments Record Centre at 
Swindon and covering buildings, archaeology, air photographs 
and maritime sites. Special high quality fax links have been 
installed between the London and Swindon search rooms, as 
well as a free phone line. MONARCH, the National Monuments 
Record's database of architectural and archaeological informa- 
tion, can also be consulted. 

The Public Search Room is open from 10 a.m. to  5.30 p.m. 
Mondays to Wednesdays, f rom 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursdays, and 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays. The Customer Services phone number 
is or71 208 8200. 

Double top for Orpington 
LONDON'SONLY entry for the British Archaeological Awards 
for 1994, Crof ton Roman Villa at Orpington (London Archaeolo- 
gist 7, no. I (1992) 28), was successful in winning two coveted 
awards. The Villa was declared joint winner of the Vil'irgin Group 
Award for 'The Best Presentation of an Archaeological Project 
to the Public', and came equal second in the Heritage in Britain 
Award, f or the best project for securing the long-term preserva- 
tion of a site or monument. Our congratulationsgo to Bromley 
Borough Council, the Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit, the 
Bromley and West Kent Group, and all others involved in this 
project. 

Missed it! 
WE WERE unable to  give notice of the exhibition East meets 
West: Chinese Trade lJorcelain, which closed recently at the 
British Museum, because it fell between issues of London Ar- 
chaeologist. However, readers make like to know that the accom- 
panying book Ancient Chinese Trade Ceramics, by Regina Krahl 
and Jessica Harrison-Hall, is available from the Museum book- 
shops price £35. The exhibition has moved to the Chinoiserie 
Pavilion in Brussels. 
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